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INTRODUCTION. 

To-morrow jostles to-day off the stage, and itself becomes to-day. 
Yesterday was. To-day is. Time presses onward. One year passes 
away : another, with its busy scenes and exciting incidents, hastens on to 
fill its place. Thus it is with man. Thus it is with all the events of 
human life. Progress is a law of nature, essential to the perfectness of 
her own designs. It is through the operation of this law that all things 
are attained. The future becomes the present. That which was to be, 
is. And thus, dear ereader, have you and I reached that not undesired 
period, when, in the regular course of events, we are called on to indite, 
and you to read, (if it so please you,) the “ Introduction ” to the third 
volume of this Magazine. 

During the last two years, we haye been mutually laboring together to 
sustain and establish the work on a firm basis. Our labors have been 
attended with success. We have overcome the obstacles incident to new 
projects, and the Magazine has passed that period, when, of its healthful 
existence a doubt might rationally have been entertained. Like the 
rippling rill, it has been Steadily gaining strength in its course; and, 
though yet but a thriving rivulet, we look forward, with undoubting confi- 
dence, to the time when it shall become a stream, broad, deep, and strong, — 
bearing on its bosom u good news from a far country,” which shall be as 
u light from the East,” dispelling the clouds of intellectual darkness, — or, 
as the warm and genial rays of the sun, causing the seeds of pure morality, 
charity and benevolence, to take deep root, to spring up, and “ bear fruit 
a hundred fold.” 

Our cause is a universal one. We labor for a universal Brotherhood. 
We repudiate, as dangerous to the best interests of our Fraternity, every 
sentiment approaching to sectarianism, politics, sectional predilections, 
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or prejudices. These are “ forbidden fruit.” Death is in their taste. 
The Masonic bond of affection is not an “ iron cestus, coercing within its 
cincture but the genial and simple wreath of manly dignity, — a wreath 
attainable by all, except by him who lacks the inner light to see its 
beauty, — who wants the sense to perceive and garner up its sweet- 
ness. 

The home of Masonry is everywhere, — on the barren sands of Arabia, 
under the burning sun of Africa, and amid the frozen regions of Siberia. 
The temple in which she worships, has not been raised and adorned with 
its beautiful symmetrical proportions, by the individual exertions of any 
one country, or section of country. Its foundations were not laid in any 
prescribed religious creed, nor in any set form of political dogmas. It was 
a work in which 


u There was need of social intercourse, 

Benevolence, and peace, and mutual aid, 

Between the nations.” 

They were laid in the moral and social wants of man ; and the superstruc- 
ture which has risen upon them, is broad as the earth, high as the heavens, 
enduring as time. The base of its column is Brotherly Love, its shaft 
Relief, its cap Truth. 

Such is the Institution and such are the principles, to the advocacy and 
general diffusion of which this Magazine is sacredly dbvoted. The degree 
of success and ability with which it discharges these important duties, is 
left to the decision of others. We may, however, without incurring the 
charge of egotism, be’permitted to say, that it has attained to that rank, as 
a Masonic publication, to which it was our ambition to raise it. We 
do not offer any new pledges of improvement for the future. We can- 
not doubt, that with the present character of the work, our Brethren 
are satisfied. They have too often, as individuals, and in their associate 
capacity as Grand and subordinate Lodges, manifested their unqualified 
approbation, in this respect, to leave, a 

“ Loop to bang a doubt on.” 

Nor has this approbation been limited to our own country. Our Provin- 
cial and transatlantic Brethren have given to the work a generous and 
cordial reception, and spoken of it in terms equally complimentary and 
gratifying. For these, and many other fraternal kindnesses, we respect- 
fully tender our acknowledgments. 
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PREREQUISITE QUALIFICATIONS OF GRAND 

WARDENS. 

In June last, we offered some remarks on the subject of the Past Mas- 
ter’s Degree, and the election of Master Masons to the office of Grand 
Wardens. They were in reply to certain questions which had been in 
agitation before the Grand Lodge of Mississippi, and were communicated 
to us by our intelligent correspondent at Natchez, with the request that 
we would give our views on the subjects to which they referred. We 
have since received, from the same source, the following note : 

u Natchez , Aug. 18, 1843. / 

44 Br. Moore, — I thank you for answering my questions in your June 
No., but you do not settle the whole difficulty. The Grand Lodge being 
composed of the Master and Wardens of subordinate Lodges, as well as 
Past Masters, has, as members, many who are only Master Masons ; in 
the selection of officers, how will these Master Masons be able to distin- 
guish the Past Masters from the Master Masons ? They are qualified to 
vote without being qualified to be voted for ! They are members without 
the ordinary privilege of membership, that of holding office. (1.) A 
Master Mason, can be elected to the office of Grand Master (for he can 
be qualified to preside after his election,) but cannot be elected to the 
office of Grand Warden ! (2.) Suppose it should accidentally occur 
that none should be present in a Grand Lodge, except the Wardens of su- 
bordinate Lodges, who are only Master Masons, (and such a thing is pos- 
sible though not probable,) who would vouch for the absent Past Master 
candidates? (3.) Year before the last, the Grand Lodge of the State of 
Mississippi decided, in accordance with all its previous practice, that a* 
Master Mason could not hold the office of Warden, and the last year that 
he could. I have suggested the above inconsistencies and difficulties, for 
your consideration, without offering an opinion, as we look to the East 
for more light on the subject.” 

(1.) The ancient Constitution, quoted in the article referred to by our 
correspondent,* expressly declares, that 44 no Brother can be a Grand 
Warden, until he has been Master of a Lodge." This would seem to set- 
tle the question. The Constitution is the supreme law, and our duty clear- 
ly is, not to endeavor to warp its provisions to suit our own convenience, 
but to conform our measures to its requirements. 

Our correspondent says, the Grand Lodge is composed of the Masters 
and Wardens , as well as Past Masters, and asks how the Wardens are to 
distinguish the Past Masters ? We answer : — 1st The Masters, being 
likewise Past Masters, can give them the necessary information. 2dly. 

If this be not satisfactory, they may require, (if the Grand Lodge sustain 
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them,) a certificate of the fact, under the seal of the Lodge over which 
the Brother in nomination has presided, and in which he received the 
degree of Past Master. As a further security, it is provided by the Con- 
stitutions, that an officer in Grand Lodge can be installed into office only 
by a Past Master — by the Grand Master, his Deputy, or some respectable 
and venerable Past Master of a Lod^e, appointed by the Grand Master 
for the purpose, — whose imperative duty it is to ascertain that the Brother 
elected, is duly qualified, before he proceeds to install him . We are in- 
clined to think that this point is sufficiently guarded. 

That the Wardens of a Lodge, “ are qualified to vote without being 
y qualified to be voted for,” is no more an anomaly in Masonry than in 
government. By the Constitution of the United States, a citizen is quali- 
fied to vote for Representatives to the National Legislature, when he shall 
have attained to the age of twenty one years, but he cannot be u voted for,” 
to fill that station, until he has reached the age of twenty five years ; nor 
can he be elected to the United States Senate before he is thirty years of 
age, or nine years after he is “ qualified to vote” for Senators. The 
Constitution acts upon the principle that age and experience are requisite 
in offices of great trust and responsibility. It does not question the abili- 
ty of younger men to appreciate the talents and capabilities of their se- 
niors. Nor do the Masonic Constitutions doubt the ability of Wardens of 
Lodges to judge of the fitness of candidates for the office of Grand War- 
den. They do, however, require that before they can themselves be eli- 
gible, they must have the experience of Masters of Lodges. And this is 
only carrying out that principle in the Constitutions, which declares, that 
“ no Brother can be Master until he has first served a Lodge acceptably 
in the office of Warden , unless in extraordinary cases, or when a new 
Lodge is to be formed.”* In our judgment, both these provisions are 
founded in wisdom, and ought not to be inconsiderately departed from. 
The office of Master of a Lodge is an important one, — that of Grand War- 
den still more so ; and Brethren holding them cannot be too well quali- 
fied, nor too thoroughly acquainted with the routine of their duties. 

(2.) The Grand Master must, however, be qualified before he is in- 
stalled, and before he can be permitted to preside in Grand Lodge. The 
regulation in respect to the Grand Master, is not so strict as that in rela- 
tion to Grand Wardens, because it has generally been deemed expedient 
and advantageous for the Fraternity, in electing a Grand Master, to avail 
themselves of the talents, rank, and influence of some Brother distinguish- 
ed in public life ; and in consideration of his supposed inexperience in the 
practical details of the Craft, he has the inherent power of appointing his 


*Ahiman Rezoo, Chap. 11, Sec. 5, Art. “ of the Master of a Lodge,” &c. Edition of 1783. 
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own Deputy, who is usually a skilful and experienced Brother. No such 
provision is made for the Grand Wardens. They are supposed to be ac- 
quainted with their own duties. We are by no means certain that, in 
this country, where worthy and not place, makes the many the interests of 
the Fraternity would not be promoted by requiring, that one of the requi- 
site qualifications of a candidate for the Grand Mastership, should be that 
he has served at least one year as Grand Warden. 

(3.) This is hardly a supposable case. Should it occur, the Grand 
Lodge could not he opened. 


THE WIFE. 

The following beautiful tribute to the virtues and moral worth of woman 
— in the endearing relation of wife, — is from the pen of a talented Bro- 
ther, holding a high official station at the seat of Government. It is an 
extract from a private letter to the editor. An eloquent address from the 
same source, may be found on the fifth page of the second volume of this 
Magazine : 

44 Washington , 8 th Oct . 9 1843. 

44 Dear Brother : — * * • # * It adds 

much to the gratification I feel for the renewed prosperity and suc- 
cess of our time honored Order, to see that your valuable Magazine 
has lost nothing of its deserved popularity and usefulness among the 
Fraternity, through any want of industry or exertion on your part. It is 
the most popular and deserving work of its kind in this country, and is 
rapidly acquiring a reputation throughout the Union. 

44 It stands far in the lead of any publication devoted to the cause of Ma- 
sonic intelligence among us, and should be in the hands of every real 
Mason in the land. 

44 Among the admirable and fitly chosen contents of your last number, is 
the very touching and tasteful Dedication of the second volume of your 
work to the Frbemason’s wife. Such a tribute to those who, from the 
very delicacy of their position in society, can have no direct association 
with the signals and panoply of the Masonic profession, is but a faithful 
memorial, — a praiseworthy offering — to virtue and worth, and the con- 
tents of such a volume, so replete with valuable instruction upon the moral 
and social virtues of Masonry, and of society, may be well and safely en- 
trusted to such hands. 

44 The wife ! Ah, indeed, the associate and companion of man in his 
pilgrimage here ! How shall the Mason speak of her ? Life is but a 
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dreary solitude without her smiles. The allotments of nature, have as- 
signed her a sphere of duty, in which the silent, unlisping virtues of the 
heart, can speak the living language of love around the domestic hearth. 
There, at that sacred family altar, she offers her vows, and displays her 
charms. There, she finds a field sufficiently expansive for all her labors of 
love, — and though the rude storms of the world may beat around her peaceful 
fireside, and pain and misfortune assail the dear pledges of her affection, — 
still, the home of which she is the delight and the ornament, is the boon to 
which she clings, — the pure fount from which issue those streams of per- 
ennial happiness that adorn and beautify society. Well, indeed, dear 
Brother, have you chosen such a patron of domestic bliss, — the loveliest 
flower that blooms in the garden of nature, — for the Dedication of such a 
work ; and may its usefulness and value, as a source of moral and intel- 
lectual intelligence to the female mind, be ever found commensurate with 
the ardent wishes, and the most affectionate good will of every faithful 
Brother of the mystic tie. 

“ Fraternally and sincerely, yours, 

“Comp. C. W. Moore, Esq. jr. a. b.” 


ON THE DEDICATION OF OUR LODGES TO 
THE SAINTS JOHN. 

BY ALBEUT O. MACKEY, M. D. f W. M. OF 80L0M01ff’8 LODGE, CHARLESTON, S. C. 
[Written fertile Freemaeooe’ Monthly Maculae.] 

In the spurious Masonry of the early ages, and of Pagan nations, much 
of which must necessarily have influenced the rites and ceremonies of that 
purer Order, which takes its birth from the Temple of King Solomon, we 
may find better and more plausible reasons than any that have yet been 
assigned for the celebration of our festivals in June and December, and 
for the Dedication of our Lodges to St John the Baptist, and St. John the 
Evangelist. 

The post-diluvians, according to the testimony of Maimonides, (see 
Oliver , Init.) the Magians of Persia, until their ritual was improved and 
purified by Zoroaster, and most probably the ancient Druids, introduced 
into their rites a great respect for, and even an adoration of the sun, as 
the source of light and life and fruition, and the visible representative of 
the invisible creative and preservative principle of nature. To such sects, 
the periods when the sun reached his greatest northern and southern de~ 
clination by entering the zodaical signs Cancer and Capricorn, marked as 
it would he by the most evident effect on the seasons, and on 'the length 
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of the days, could not have passed unobserved ; but on the contrary must 
have occupied a distinguished place in their ritual. Now these impor- 
tant days fall respectively on the 21st of June and the 22nd of December. 

Our ancient Brethren, as I have already intimated, borrowed largely 
from the ceremonies of pseudo Masonry, modifying them according to 
their own purer doctrines. Hence they doubtless celebrated these days 
exclusively with reference to their astronomical importance, without any 
respect to the idolatrous principles upon which they were originally found- 
ed. But time passed on. Christianity came to mingle its rays with the 
light of Masonry, and our Christian ancestors finding that the church had 
appropriated two days near these solstitial periods to the memory of two 
eminent saints, it was easy to incorporate these festivals, by the lapse of a 
few days, into the Masonic kalendar, and to adopt these worthies as pa- 
trons of our Order. To this change the earlier Christian Masons were 
doubtless the more persuaded by the peculiar character of these Saints. 
St. John the Baptist, by announcing the approach of Christ, and by the 
mystic ablution to which he subjected his proselytes, and which was after- 
wards adopted in the ceremony of initiation into Christianity, might well 
be considered as the Grand Hierophant of the Church, while the myste- 
rious and emblematic nature of the Apocalypse assimilated the mode of 
teaching adopted by St. John the Evangelist, to that practised by the Fra- 
ternity. 

It is thus that I trace our present system of dedication through these 
saints to the heliacal worship of the ancients. 

Other writers have, however, adopted a different view of the subject, and 
have disclaimed all connexion between the Baptist and the Evangelist and 
the Order of Masonry. They assert that the true patron of the Fraternity 
is St. John the Almsgiver, who was the son of the King of Cyprus and 
was born at that Island in the sixth century. He was elected Patriarch 
of Alexandria and has been canonized by both the Greek and Homan 
Churches, his festival among the former occurring on the 11th of Novem- 
ber and among the latter on the 23d of January. “ He quitted his coun- 
try, and the hope of a throne,” says Bazot, “ to go to Jerusalem that he 
might generously aid and assist the Knights and pilgrims. He founded a 
Hospital and organized a Fraternity to attend upon sick and wounded 
Christians, and to bestow pecuniary aid upon the Pilgrims who visited the 
Holy Sepulchre. St. John, who was worthy to become the patron of a 
society whose only object is charity, exposed his life a thousand times in 
the cause of virtue. Neither war, nor pestilence, nor the fury of the infi- 
dels could deter him from pursuits of benevolence. But death at length 
arrested him in the midst of his labors. Yet he left the example of his 
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virtues to the Brethren, who have made it their duty to endeavor to imitate 
them. Rome canonized him under the name of St. John the Almsgiver, 
or St. John of Jerusalem, and the Masons, whose temples, overthrown by 
the barbarians, he had caused to be rebuilt, selected him with one accord 
as their Patron.” [Manuel du Franc Mapon. Pom, 1811, p. 144.] 

But whether this be or not the true history of the custom, it is at least 
undeniable that our Lodges are now dedicated to St. John the Baptist, 
and St. John the Evangelist, and the only question remaining to be deci- 
ded is, whether such dedication is consistent with the universal religion of 
Masonry. 

I have attentively examined the subject in all its bearings, and have ar- 
rived at the conclusion that in so dedicating our Lodges, we by no 
means become amenable to the charge of sectarianism. The dedications 
are made to these saints, not as Christians, but as eminent Masons, and if 
we are gratuitous in bestowing such a character on them, this does not af- 
fect the merit of the argument, because the dedication is made under the 
supposition that this is their character. They are honored by us not as 
saints, but as good and pious men — not as the teachers of a religious sect, 
but as bright examples of all those virtues which Masons are taught to 
reverence and practice. And if to all this it incidentally happens that they 
were also Christians, such a circumstance should, with a tolerant Jew, be 
no objection to the honor paid to them, but with a sincere Christian a bet- 
ter reason. Finally, those Brethren who contend for their dismissal from 
the stations which they now hold in our Lodges, on the ground that they 
were Christian saints, are the real innovators of our ancient universality, 
and the true advocates for a religious test; while on the contrary we best 
show our adherence to the principles of Masonry, when we deny the right 
of any man in approaching this discussion, to advance either one way or 
the other, either as an argument for or an argument against them, the re- 
ligious belief of these long acknowledged patrons of our Order. 

Charleston , & C. Sept., 1843. 


Silence. — Aristotle was asked what thing appeared most difficult to him ? 
He answered, to be silent To this purpose St. Ambrose, in his offices, placed 
among the principal foundations of virtue, the patient gift of Silence. 
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ON THE ORIGIN OF MASONRY. 

In an Address delivered by Br. John Delafield, Jr. at Memphis, Tenn. 

Masonry, it is well known, wears two aspects. Operative, as displayed in the 
excellence of art ; and Speculative, as depicted in sublime lessons of virtue and the 
influence thereof on the mind. The one, originating in the wants of our physi- 
cal ; the other, in those of our moral nature. The first protecting man from the 
inclemencies of the elements ; the other, from distress and pain, the results of the 
troubles allotted to us in the journey of life. § 

Let us endeavor to trace Masonry in both these aspects, from its ongin to the 
present day: — mark its present condition: — and finally, from the past, judge of 
the future. 

We may readily conceive the first home of man after the expulsion from Eden, 
to have been the cool grotto or the bower of twined foliage, but his native energy 
must soon have sought a further protection ; and then arose the cabin, the house, 
the village, perhaps the temple, the seat of elegance and skill. This we may 
imagine, in brief, to be the history of the progress of operative Masonry in the 
antediluvian age of the world. The closing scene of that period bore upon its 
darkened floods one of the most stupendous monuments of human skill and indus* 
try, that this world has ever known. 

The wild waste of waters, however, subsided, and became bound by impenetra- 
ble limits in the congealed regions of the arctic and antartic circles. Man again 
walked forth upon the earth, and the rising sun once more shed his beams upon 
the handiwork of creative art Gradually the race extended itself, covering the 
Armenian plains, until finally in the days of Peleg, the various families of the 
earth separated and went to the portions of country, at that time respectively as- 
signed them by Almighty God himself. Pastoral and peaceful in their habits, 
occupied entirely with agriculture and the care of flocks, their dwellings seemed 
(so far as we have been able to ascertain from sacred and profane history! to have 
been in tents alone.* One family, however, disobeying the command oi the Al- 
mighty, instead of occupying its allotted territory, seized upon that of its neigh- 
bors. This was the family of Cush (or Cutb,) the son of Ham. His ddftcendants 
called themselves u Cuthoi,” and the Greeks prefixing the sigma called them “Sctt- 
ttot,” translated by the Romans “ Scythi,” and in English u Scythians.”! This is 
the first nation recorded by history as having built cities. Under the guidance of 
the mighty Nimrod, they seized upon the territories of Asshur and expelled him. 
In his dominions they erected u Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh in the 
land of Shinar — out of that land went forth Asshur, — and builded Nineveh, and 
the city Rehoboth, and Calah, and Resen, between Nineveh and Calah: the 
same is a great city.”i Waxing bold in their conceptions, and proud of their suc- 
cess, fancying themselves more powerful than their fellow-man, and conceiving 
the design of withstanding even the elements moved by God, this family, calling 
others to its aid, constructed the second great monument of art, the tower of Ba- 
bel, whose ruins yet exist, an immense mountain, known as the “Birs Nimroud.”§ 
But God “ resisteth the proud.” This strong and warlike race became scattered 
throughout the earth by an Almighty arm, and its very language was divided. 
One portion thereof was driven into ancient Egypt and formed the empire of the 
Shepherd Kings. Another portion went to Hindostan and in the northern parts 
thereof founded the early Indian empire. Another driven westwardly into Spain, 
founded a colony in the Basque provinces from which a subdivision emigrated to 
Ireland and Wales, founding tne peculiar families of the earth still occupying 
these countries. Yet another portion of this same family, driven by persecution 
through Northern Asia into America, constructed the mural antiquities of this 


*6en. ix. 97. 

*Gen x. 10, 11, 19. 
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t Bryant's Ancient Mythology. 
ftSir Robt. Ker Porter’s Travels, &c. 
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country, and descending into Central America, built what are now the ruins of 
Uxmal, Palenque and Copan. # This has been clearly established by a careful 
analogy of their peculiar forms of Masonry and architecture, as also by their pe- 
culiarities of language, astronomy and religion. The mural antiquities of Arme- 
nia, and the steppes of Tartary, are rivalled by those of our own land. The py- 
ramids of Egypt by those of Mexico. The hill temples of thelndus, by the massy 
structures of Palenque. And the tumuli and barrows and the stone ruins of 
the Druids bear witness to the original identity of the race. 

Pass we, however, to a later period of history. Led by a series of miracles to 
Judea, the chosen people of God, when established in the promised land, erected 
to the Great Jehovah a temple worthy of his presence — an edifice such as eye 
hath not since seen— one o’er which rested the Shekinah ; — from which uttered 
the Batlikol. It was the glory of the world. 

Next came the splendors of Greece and Rome. The polished shaft of the Par- 
thenon glistened in the sunbeam on the Acropolis. The lofty column of the tem- 
ple of Theseus was reflected by the smooth and mirrored wave of the llissus. 
While at Rome in massive grandeur stood the Coliseum. The Parthenon, the 
Forum, the Aqueducts, the glittering palaces, the beautiful villas, marked also 
the capitol of a nation, then the acknowledged mistress of the world. 

A few centuries later, and throughout Christendom arose vast edifices, erected 
to the worship of Almighty God. Cathedrals were built, still forming splendid 
monuments of the piety of our ancestors. Reviewing this rapid sketch of the va- 
rious epochs of Architecture, we are struck with force by a fact worthy of reflec- 
tion. The earliest effort of operative Masonry was probably the erection of an 
altar, whereon our first parents offered a sacrifice to God. In every nation of the 
earth from then until now, the highest efforts of operative Masonry have been ex- 
erted in the construction of edifices suitable to the worship of the Great Creator. 

The further back we go in the antiquity of Architecture, the more colossal do 
we find its specimens, — the more gigantic the buildings. Take, for instance the 
pyramids of Egypt and of Mexico, and the temples of the Indus. 

How were such edifices constructed ? Whence was derived the wealth and 
mechanical force to achieve such stupendous efforts ? 

Such structures must have required the efforts and labor of vast numbers of 
workmen — and those workmen must have been directed by some systematized 
plan, conceived and executed by master spirits. But one answer appears ready 
to solve the problem, as to the means of obtaining the numbers and wealth for the 
accomplishment of this end. It is the impression of him who addresses you, that 
those immense edifices were built by vanquished nations reduced to slavery, 
whose wealth was appropriated to their support, while thus engaged in minister- 
ing to the national glory of their oppressors. They could only be the result of a 
widely extended combination of energy and wealth — in short, the work, not of in- 
dividuals nor companies, but of national power and of national resources. We 
know from history that, in those days, nations reduced each other into slavery, 
and the wealth of the vanquished was expended in promoting the national glory 
of the conquerors. 

Here, then, may we not discover the origin of speculative Masonry ? 

. Imagine for a moment a captive nation — for instance, the children of Israel in 
Egypt — toiling in the burning sun under the hard exactions of tyrannous over- 
seers— without the means of instruction* or education, save that of tradition — 
their wealth devoted to the furtherance of the national glory of their oppressors : — 
What must have been their distress ? what their pain ? How could the lessons 
of morality and virtue be practically enforced amongst them ? By day they were 
occupied with incessant toil. At night, the wearied frame would necessarily 
seek repose. May we not, however, readily imagine, that some ancient Brother, 
more awake than others to the necessity of teaching and enforcing the lessons of 


♦An inquiry into the origin of the Antiquities of America— Cin. q’to, 1833. 
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morality, sometimes in the stillness and qaiet of the night, would assemble the 
virtuous of his neighbors and impart to them such instruction as had been handed 
down from his ancestors ? May we not readily conceive his emblems to have 
been selected from the implements of work wherewith they were surrounded? 
To one he would give the level in token of their equality before God, notwith- 
standing the unequal distribution of this world’s goods between them and their 
oppressors. To another, he might present the plummet to teach the sonstant duty 
of rectitude in the midst of adversity or straightened circumstances. To another, 
the square, to indicate the test of virtue. Would he not expound their several 
duties to God and man ? Teaching them, moreover, and above all things, the 
precepts of charity : that charity towards their oppressors which “ suffered) long 
and is kind ; beareth all things, endureth all things that charity towards each 
other which would manifest itself in mutual relief in their multiplied distresses. 
How far, Brethren, would this fall short of genuine Masonry ? 

Tracing down the various periods first adverted to, as possessing distinctive 
features in operative Masonry, we .come next in order to the building of the tem- 
ple at Jerusalem. It were hardly necessary to name it to you, as being the com- 
bined effort of operative and speculative Masonry. You possess evidences there- 
of too plain to be rejected. Here, by the wisdom of the mighty Solomon, the va- 
rious implements of work were indeed made so many emblems of virtue. Here 
speculative Masonry assumed a distinct Bystem, whether based upon previous at- 
tempts or not — and thenceforward an impulse was given to a Fraternity still ex- 
isting throughout the globe, a portion of which is now assembled within these 
walls. 

Whence came the skill and science which directed the building of Ancient 
Rome ? and whose art constructed the monuments of national glory ? History 
tells us that the nations of the earth became tributary unto her — and that their 
armies were brought captives to grace the triumphs of the conqueror. Wealth 
and hosts of men in slavery here again were at hand to combine in the creation 
of her finest works of art. We farther learn also, that there was a society of men 
skilled in the arts and sciences, governed by their own peculiar rules, whose 
knowledge guided the work from commencement to completion. This was the 
“collegio fabrorum” (lodge of Masons,) instituted, it is said, by Numa. Here, 
then, again we find the spread of speculative Masonry, for such we deem to be 
the character of this college of architects, judging from their peculiar privileges 
and conduct. 

Descending into later days, how were the majestic cathedrals of the middle 
ages built? By whom, and by what combination of wealth and mechanical force ? 
For these no conquered nations wrought in slavery, but kingdoms and empires 
bending to Him, whose “ yoke is easy” and “ whose service is perfect freedom,” 
contributed their forces and their wealth to construct temples to the great Jeho- 
vah, whose fronts should stand forth glorious, and whose spires should attract 
from Heaven in a silent and continued stream the blessiras .of lbvine Grace upon 
the devout worshippers therein.” Again, we ask, whose sktfFaGW talents directed 
the workmen, planned the edifice, and completed the structure ? Let the answer 
be taken from the pen of one who is not a friend to our Fraternity. 

“ Long before the origin of the corporations of the separate Crafts in any parts of 
Modern Europe, there existed corporations or societies of artificers who united all 
the Crafts necessary for building (and we must keep in mind what the building 
of the middle ages was) under the direction of one or more leaders. ‘The Ar- 
chitects.’ Protected by the charters of the clerical and secular powers and uni- 
ted in one great society for the construction of each great building, as the cathe- 
drals, &c., these societies erected in all countries of Europe, those gigantic monu- 
ments, generally termed Gothic, which excite our amazement, and, as has been 
remarked, by Dr. Henrjr in his History of Great Britain, with an economy of time 
and expense truly surprising. We find these societies of Architects every where. 
They were composed of members from Italy, Germany, the Netherlands, France, 
England, Scotland, and other countries, (sometimes even from Greece,) and uni- 
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ted under very similar constitutions.” • • • # « « The 

Architects’ with their assistants and pupils, formed associations called ‘ Huttcn / 
or lodges,” &c. # 

Time will not permit a more full investigation of the nature of these corpora- 
tions. The architects (architectonici) were protected by especial charters from 
both secular and ecclesiastical powers, and, in consequence, assumed the title 
“ liberi ,” or “ free” — whence we derive the peculiar name of our Fraternity, “ Li- 
beri architectonici,” or “ Freemasons.” 

May we not, then, infer from what has been said, that in the progress of opera- 
tive Masonry an association was formed having for its objects the furtherance of 
Brotherly love, administration of Relief to the distressed, the perpetuating lessons 
of Truth by means of tradition ; and communicating to its members the symbols 
of virtue and purity by means of the working tools of their profession — that this 
originated with the descendents of Jacob in captivity in Egypt — was reduced by 
their monarch, Solomon, at a subsequent period to a perfect system — and spread 
after his day into all lands — building the temple on Mount Moriah, and after its 
destruction, raising splendid altars to the Messiah amongst Christian nations ? 


MASONIC MELODIES. 

BY B. W. BB. THOMAS POWER. 

No. 2. 

OPENING AN ENTERED APPRENTICES* LODGE. 

Air— “ Auld Lang Syne .” 

SOLO. 

Come Brothers of the mystic tie— 

Our social work begun— 

We *11 raise an offeiing song on high, 

To Him, the Holy One. 

CHORUS. 

With hearts united firm and free, 

We round our altar stand, 

Who best can work and best agree 
Are dearest in our band. 


SOLO. 

Come, kindle at our holy fire, 
Fraternal thoughts and kind ; 
Each worthy act and pure desire 
Shall kindred wishes bind. 

CHOBUS. 

With hearts united, firm and free, 
We round our altar stand, 
Who best can work and best agree 
Are dearest in our band. 


♦Encyc. Amer. Art. "Masonry. 1 
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No. 3. 

OPENING AN ENCAMPMENT OP KNIGHTS TEMPLARS. 

Aib — “ Indian Philosopher.”* 

Come, soldier of ihe cross, draw nigh, 

With manly arm and pitying eye, 

To guard the Pilgrim band j 
Though countless foes shall gather round^ 

Still he the valiant Templar found 
Where duty shall command. 


To orphan’s cry and woman’s wo, 

We ’ll gently bear the boon we owe, 
When true to Knighthood’s claim j 
Though dangers mark our onward way, 
No foe we ’ll fear, nor friends betray. 
But seek the good man’s name. 


No. 4. 

RELIEF. 

Ant — “ Near the Lake where droops a Willow” 

Being, to heal a Brother’s sorrow, 

Love whispered low ; 

Grief the light of hope may borrow, 

When tears shall flow. 

Let fraternal thoughts and feeling, 

In kindness glow, 

Life its dearest ties revealing 
When tears shall flow. 

Hark ! the orphan’s cry is ringing 1 
Sad notes of wo ! 

Pity in each thought is springing, 

When tears shall flow. 

On the heart, though grief is falling, 

Like winter’s snow, 

Hope is other scenes recalling 
When tears shall flow. 

On the bed of anguish lying— 

Days passing slow— 

Calm shall be Jfie loved one dying, 

When tears shall flow. 


* Arranged as a sacred melody by the name of “ Redeeming Late? and 11 Ganges J 




©rHer. T 

The Order consists of two Classes, viz. — 

1. Novice and Esquire. 

2 . Knight Templar. 

The second Class consists of three grades, — 

1. Knights created by Priories. 

2 . Knights Commanders, elected from the Knights, on Memorial to the Grand 
Master and Council, supported by the recommendation of the Priories to which 
they belong. 

3. Knights Grand Crosses, to be nominated by the Grand Master. 


CHAPTER II. 

3E$e CKrairti Contlabe. 


The Grand Conclave is composed of— 

1. The Grand Officers of the Order. 

2 . The Knights Grand Crosses, who, after investiture, have the privilege of 
voting by proxy. 

3. The Knights Commanders. 

4. The Prior of, or one Procurator from each Priory. These must be at least 
of the second Class, chosen annually, and have received a Diploma from the 
Grand Master. 

Four Grand Chapters to be held annually on the first Monday of January, July, 
and November, and on the 11th March, (or on the day following, should the 11th 
March fall on Sunday,) being the anniversary of the death of Jacques de Molat, 
on which last mentioned day the annual election of Grand Office-Bearers takes 
place. The Grand Master may call Extraordinary Meetings. 

Any Esquire or Knight, not a member of Concalve, may be introduced at meet- 
ings by a Member, but has not the privilege of voting. 

No motion for the alteration, enaction, or abrogation of a law can be consid- 
ered in Conclave, unless notice thereof has been given at a previous Meeting, nor 
adopted without the concurrence of three-foufths of those present 

The Grand Master is the President of the Grand Conclave, but when absent, 
the highest of the annually elected Office-bearers present presides, taking a Chair 
immediately on the right of the Throne. No business can take place unless five 
Members are present, one of whom must be a member of the Grand Council. 
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CHAPTER III. 


©Frantr (KouncU. 

The Grand Council consists of — 

1. The Grand Officers of the Order. ’ 

2. Grand Priors of Foreign Langues. 

3. The Knights Grand Crosses. 

The Grand Officers, with the exception of the Past Grand Masters, who remain 
so for life, — of the Grand Master, who is elected or re-elected for three years, and 
the Grand Aides-de-Camp, who are appointed by him, removable at his pleasure, 
and, unless of the rank of Knights Commanders, have no vote, are to be elected 
annually by the Conclave, and are as follows : — # 

Grand Master. Grand Secretary and Registrar. 

Past Grand Master. Primate, or Grand Prelate. 

Grand Seneschal. Grand Provost, or Governor General. 

Preceptor, and Grand Prior of Scotland. Grand Standard Bearer, or Baucennifer. 

Grand Constable and Mareschal. Grand Bearer of the Vexillum Belli. 

Grand Admiral. Grand Chamberlin. 

Grand Hospitaller, or Almoner. Grand Steward. 

Grand Chancellor. Two Grand Aides-de-Camp. 

Grand Treasurer. 

In the event of any of those Grand Office-bearers, who are elected annually, 
being unable from absence, or other causes, to attend to their duties, the Con- 
clave may appoint acting officers in their stead ; but as it is the duty of all the 
Office-bearers to attend the Meetings of Conclave and Council regularly, no one 
shall be elected an Office-bearer, with the exception of the Grand Master, Past 
Grand Masters, ahd Grand Seneschal, who is not likely to be able to perform the 
duties of his office during the ensuing year. No elected Office-bearer can act as 
such, or claim his privileges, until he has taken the oath de Jideli. 

The Grand Master and Grand Council, without power to alter the Statutes, shall 
conduct the affairs of the Order during the intervals of the stated Chapters of 
Conclave, and shall meet when summoned for that purpose by the Grand Secre- 
tary ; three to be a quorum, and the Senior Officer, commencing with the Grand 
Seneschal, to preside in absence of the Grand Master. 

The election of Knights to the rank of Commander is entrusted entirely to the 
Grand Master and Grand Council. 

It is in the power of the Grand Master, with the concurrence of the Grand 
Council, to convoke that body as a Provisional Priory, open to all Members of the 
Order, for the purpose of receiving, afler the usual forms, gentlemen into the Or- 
der of the Temple. Persons initiated in the Provisional Priory shall pay a fee 
direct to Conclave of Four Guineas. 

A Member of the Grand Council, at all Meetings of the Brethren, takes prece- 
dence of every other Knight, according to his rank in the Grand Council : but he 
cannot claim this privilege unless in full, or at least half dress costume. 

Applications for Charters of Constitution, the revision of By-laws of subor- 
dinate Priories, &c. may be submitted to and passed by the Grand Council, in the 
intervals between the stated Meetings of the Grand Conclave. 

♦The peculiar duties of these Officers, with the ceremony of Installation of the Grand 
Master, are recorded in the Books of Conclave, p. 119, &c. 



The Grand Conclave may institute one Grand Priory in any Nation, Colony, or 
Langue, to be placed under the authority of a Grand Prior recommended by the 
Knights in the said Langue, but appointed by the Grand Conclave at any of their 
stated meetings. The Grand Preceptor is elected annually, and is at the same 
time Grand Prior of Scotland. All the other Grand Priors are elected for life, 
or until the Grand Conclave shall see just cause to supersede any of them ; and 
no one is eligible, unless he be at least a Knight Commander, and till he 
has lodged the dues of Knight Grand Cross, in addition to those of Grand 
Prior. 

None but thbse Knights of the Langue who have received Diplomas from the 
Grand Master, are Members of the Grand Priory. The Grand Council consists 
of the Knights Grand Crosses and Knights Commanders in the Langue, and the 
Grand Office-bearers. These last are the same in name as those of a Priory. 

Every Grand Prior abroad, shall, by himself or Secretary, cause the Priories in 
his Langue to return annually to him an accurate list of all admissions into the 
Order made during the twelve months preceding the last day of December ; and, 
under pain of suspension, shall, before the 15th of January, transmit the same to 
the Secretary of the Grand Conclave with the registration dues. It is recom- 
mended to all Grand Priories abroad, to keep a local register of those admitted or 
affiliated throughout the Langue, and to charge for each local registration, such 
fee as the Grand Priory shall deem expedient 

Every Grand Prior may grant Certificates or Diplomas as Esquire to those re- 
gistered, but no Diploma for Knighthood can be issued except by the Grand 
Master. 

Grand Priors are each in his own Langue at the bead of the Masonic degrees 
conferred in the Priories (unless these degrees are under the superintendence of 
other authorities,) and have power, with the advice of their Council, to make suit- 
able regulations for them, — subject to appeal to the Grand Conclave, — and to 
issue Diplomas for such degrees. 

A Grand Priory abroad is constituted by the commission to the Grand Prior, 
and ceases within three months after his death, resignation or suspension, during 
which the Sub-Grand Prior presides. No Grand Priory can be opened unless 
four Knights and the Grand Prior, or some other member of the Council of the 
Grand Conclave, be present 
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CHAPTER V. 


$r£or£es. 


A PRIORY consists of 


Prior, 

Sub-Prior, to act in his absence, 

Mareschal, Master of all Forms and Cere- 
monies, 

Hospitaller, or Almoner, 

Chancellor, peeper of the Seal and Priory 
Acts, 

Treasurer, 

Secretary, 

Chaplain and Instructor, 


Baucennifer,* or Bearer of the Black and 
White Banner, 

Bearer of the Vexillum Belli, or Redcross 
Banner. 

Chamberlin, Keeper of the property of the 
Priory, 

Two Aides-de-Camp, 

Band, Guards, &c., from whom no fees are 
payable, and who should not be higher 
than the first class. 


The Grand Conclave may unite two or more Priories into a Commandery, to be 
placed under the authority of a Provincial Commander, elected by the Grand 
Conclave. The commission falls, so soon as there are not two Priories in the 
Commandery, who make annual returns to the Grand Conclave. 

By old and established usage nine members of the Order are required to be 
present at each Chapter of a Priory for the reception of an Esquire or Knight into 
the Order of the Temple ; but in all cases where any member of the Grand 
Council is present, four other Knights are sufficient, provided the meeting be 
otherwise legal. 

A Priory nas no power to issue a Diploma. A Brother is however entitled to a 
certificate of registration (either as Esquire or Knight, as the case may be) from 
the Secretary of the Grand Conclave, and may receive a Diploma as Esquire 
only , from the Grand Prior of his Langue. A Diploma for Knighthood is given 
by the Grand Master alone. 

All Priories must send a certificate on or before the last day of December an- 
nually (if abroad, to the Grtfnd Prior of the Langue, if in Scotland, or if there be 
no Grand Prior of the Langue, to the Grand Secretary,) stating whether any one 
has been admitted into the Priory during the preceding twelve months, along with 
the names and registration dues of such as have. If this be omitted for two succes- 
sive years, the Priory will be suspended for one year, and notice given, that if it 
does not take immediate steps to remove the suspension, it will be abolished ; in 
which case the Knights must take care to have themselves attached to some other 
Priory in a state of activity, or they will be disbanded, and their names erased 
from the roll of the Order. Every Priory, when it receives a Member by ajjtlui- 
lion, will make a memorandum to that effect on the Knight’s certificate, and inti- 


* The Bauceant is the Black and White Banner. In France they have most unaccounta- 
bly supposed the White one with the Red Cross to be the Bauceant, and consequently they 
have also erroneously adopted a- White Cross charged with a Red one as their Badge. In 
Scotland the badge is Black with a White orle, as worn formerly by the Templars even in 
France, surmounted by the Red Cross, thus partaking both of the Grand Bauceant and Vex- 
illum Belli ; and indeed all the Bauceant Standards, exoept the Grand Master’s, were charged 
with the Red Gross. The word Bauceant is usually supposed to be old French, meaning 
piebald, and retained in Scotch as Bawsand ; but it is proper to state, that another etymol- 
ogy has been given, and that the word has been supposed to l>e Baucent, for Vaucent, (the 
B and V being interchangeable,) worth a hundred,— one Templar .being worth a hundred 
Saracens. 
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mate the same to the Conclave, but for this, a nominal registration fee of only 
. One Shining (to the Grand Secretary) is paid. Those Knights who have Diplo- 
mas from the Grand Master, belonging to the Grand Priory of the Langue, are 
. npt affected by the mere suspension or abolition of their Priory, so long as the 
brand Priory remains in action, or uncancelled. Knights Grand Crosses and 
^Knights Commanders always retain their status, unless specially suspended or 
erased by tbe Grand Conclave. Any accredited Member of the Grand Council 
can order the books of a Priory to be laid before him, and under direction of the 
Grapd* Conclave, may take steps for the recovery of the charter when a priory 
ceases its functions : he may also claim exemption from attendance in any Priory 
* (except in the Grand Priories) ; all other members of the Order ought to attend 
when summoned, unless very special reasons can be assigned. 

Priories will take care that the Vow of Profession be engrossed in a book kept 
for that purpose, and signed by each Knight, before two witnesses : the obligation 
entered into by an Esquire does not require to be signed. 


.CHAPTER VI. 

Jttofce of Ofominnion. 

1. Novice Esquire. — As an intimate connexion has existed for centuries be- 
tween the Order of tne Temple and Freemasonry, it is imperative that all candi- 
dates be Royal Arch Masons. 

The application is made to a Priory by memorial, to which must be affixed a 
recommendation by two Knights : a ballot shall be taken, one black ball in four 
to exclude. If approved, the candidate may forthwith be initiated, on payment of 
the fees. 

2. Knight. — A new memorial, accompanied with a similar recommendation, is 
now presented to the Priory, and on a vote being taken, in open Chapter, &s be- 
fore, the aspirant may, after the usual forms, be constituted a Knight of the Order 
of the Temple. The Priory may exercise a discretionary power in fixing the en- 
durance of the Novice Esquire’s service ; but it is recommended to them, that, 
unless under peculiar circumstances, the candidate be not received a Knight on 
the same day on which he was admitted an Esquire. The Grand Conclave re- 
cognizes only one ritual or form of initiation, with which all Priories ought to 
make themselves acquainted. Every Knight must have his name enrolled in the 
books of the Grand Conclave, and may receive a Certificate or Diploma : if he de- 
sires the latter, (for which the dues are One Guinea,) he must forward to the 
Grand Secretary at Edinburg, a schedule containing his Christian name and sur- 
name at full length, the date and place of his birth, and the name of his father and 
mother : also a correct drawing of his armorial bearings, that these may be em- 
blazoned on his Diploma. 

3. Knights Commanders. — The memorial for this rank is to be transmitted to 
the Grand Secretary, who shall submit it to the Grand Council. 

The candidate is required to give his full designation, and in other respects to 
forward the same information as a Knight who desires a Diploma: if he has al- 
ready obtained a Diploma as Knight, he is required to return it for the necessary 
additions, and that his arms may be copied ana emblazoned in the Conclave book. 
No one can apply until his name has been registered in the books of the Grand 
Conclave. 

No creation as a Grabd Cross, or election as Commander, is final, until after 
the investiture, either in person or by proxy, of the Knight by th^Grand Master, 
or presiding Officer of the Council or Conclave, which cannot be performed to a 
Commander until the Diploma be expeded, and the dues paid to the Grand Sec- 
retary. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Coat time* 

1. Novice. — A s this degree is but a temporary step, a costume of black is to 
be provided by Priories. 

2. Esquire. — W hite woollen mantle , to reach the knee in front, and taper 
away to the ankle behind, fastened with white cord and tassels : white woollen 
tunic, reaching to about three or four inches above the knee : tight white panta- 
loons : buff boots , and black spurs and leathers : White woolleh can : cross-hilted 
szoord, with brass guard and black hilt, black leather scabbard, black belt, and brass 
buckle : buff gauntlets. Badge, an enamelled black cross with white orle, sus- 
pended from the neck by a white ribbon. 

3. Knight. — Mantle and tunic as above, but with a red cross patee on the 
left shoulder of the mantle, and left breast of the tunic : white stock, with falling 
shirt collar : pantaloons as above ; boots as above, with buff tops turned over five 
inches broad, no tassels : spurs gilt, with red leathers : sash of white silk, half a 
yard in breadth, tied in a knot in front; the ends edged with a white silk fringe, 
hanging down, and a small red cross near the extremities : white woollen cap 
with red leather band : or, if he has obtained a Diploma from the Grand Master, 
a red velvet cap ; no feather : sword as above, but the hilt white ivory; scabbard 
of red morocco ; belt of red leather with gilt buckle : gauntlets as above, with a 
red cross on the wrist Badge as above, with the addition of a small red cross 
enamelled thereon, suspended from the neck by a red ribbon with white edges 
about two inches broad, passing through the ring of the badge. 

4. Knight Commander. — Mantle as of the Knight, but fastened with red Bilk 
cord and tassels. Thinic as above, but instead of the red cross patee, an elongated 
red cross in front, extending from about two inches from the collar to within 
three inches of the bottom : stock and pantaloons as above : boots as above, but 
with red silk tassels: spurs, leathers, ana sash as above, but the latter terminated 
with the red silk fringe .. Red velvet cap with red silk cord and tassels, and with 
two white feathers , ornamented in front with a topaz or crystal stone set in silver : 
gauntlets, sword, belt, and buckle, as above, or belt of red silk : scabbard of red vel- 
vet Badge as above, but surmounted by a gold crown, suspended as above. 

5. Grand Cross. — Mantle as of the Knight Commander, but fastened by a 
white and red silk cord, with silver bullion tassels, and having the badge of the 
grade embroidered on the centre of the red cross. Tunic as of the Knight Com- 
mander, with the addition of ermine fur round the skirt and wrists : stock and panta- 
loons as above : boots as above, but with silver bullion tassels ; sours, leathers, and 
sash, as above, but the latter terminated with silver fringe : rea velvet cap, with 
band of silver lace, silver bullion cord and tassels, two white feathers , and a red one 
between them, ornamented as above t gauntlets, sword, belt, buckle, and scabbard, 
as of Knight Commander. Badge as of Knight Commander but suspended from 
a cordon or broad red ribbon with white edges, at least three and a quarter inches 
in breadth, worn over the right shoulder and under the left arm. 

Grand Office-Bearers wear the Cordon of Grand Crosses, with their badge 
suspended therefrom. The Grand Master’s mantle has ermine fur round the 
skirt 
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• The half- dress costume of each grade consists of the mantle, sword, sword-belt, 
and badge.* 

Every Knight holding a Diploma from the Gifend Master, is entitled to wear 
above his mantle the badge of his grade, suspended from a rosary composed 
of seventytwo oval red beads, separated by nine white ones of a larger size, 
oii which are the letters I. H. S., enamelled black. 

The Grand Master alone wears the collar of steel, in the form of a chain of 
eightyone links, from which hangs the red Cross of the Order, having engraved 

on the back “ Ferro non auro se muniunt .” 

« 

Ring of Profession. — Every Knight ought to wear on the forefinger of his 
right hand, as a symbol of his perpetual union with the Order, a gold ring, on 
which is enamelled on a white ground, the Red Cross of the Order ; on one side 
of the cross are engraved the letters P. D., on the other, E. P. : on die opposite 
part of the ring, are the letters V. D. S. A., separated-, if wished, by a stone, on 
which may be engraved the arms of the wearer, according to his grade : on the 
inside of the ring is engraved in Latin the name of the Knight, and the words, 
“ Eques Templi, prof consecr . create and the date of his admission. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

armorial Hearings*. 

An EsquiRE of the Temple carries on the shield above his own arms a chief 
argent, with the helmet of Esquire. 

Every Knight not a Granfi Master, Past Grand Master, or Grand Prior for life, 
has the Red Cross of the Order in chief, with the helmet of Knighthood. A mere 
Knight has no feather in the helmet, a Knight Commander two, a Knight Grand 
Cross three : the latter has in addition, the red cross patee behind the shield, with 
the extremities projecting. 

A Grand Prior of a foreign Langue has his shield parted per pale: on the 
dexter side is the cross of the Order ; on the sinister, the arms of the Prior him- 
self. 

The Grand Master, or Past Grand Masters, have their arms quartered 
with the the Cross of the Order, and the former has a helmet surmounted by the 
crown above the shield. 

Priories have on their seal a shield with the red cross of the Order, sur- 
rpunded by a scroll or belt containing their designation. Grand Priories wear 
the same, but with the addition of the rosary around the shield, from which is 
suspended the badge of a Grand Cross. The small seal of the Grand Conclave 
is similar to that of a Grand Priory, except that the shield of the former is sur- 
mounted with the crown of the Order. 


* On 5th Not. 1833, a resolution wa$ made by the Grand Conclave, and on the 7th Janu- 
ary, 1837, approved of by the Grand Master, that there be an uniform dress coat, vest, and 
button for the Knights of the Order. The coat was fixed to be blue or black, th6 skirts lined, 
(where lining was adopted,) with crimson silk : vest, white cassimer. As, however, the 
above was merely intended as a dress for the Knights oni of the Chapter, provided they 
wished to wear a distinctive one, it has been resolved, 19th May, 1843, to allow them to put 
the uniform button on any dress coat they may themselves prefer, and the crpnson lining has 
been altogether dispensed with. The buttons may be had on application to the Grand Sec- 
retary. 

At Convivial Meetings the Knights must either appear in full dress costume, or with the 
uniform button on their coat, and white vest. At these meetings strangers may be intro- 
duced by permission of the Knight who presides. 
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Evert member of the Order must present his Patent or Diploma before he can 
be permitted to take his place and vote, for the first time, either in the Grand 
Conclave or in a Grand Priory. 

No individual who is in arrears to the Grand Conclave can take any part what- 
ever in the proceedings of the Grand Conclave or Grand Council, nor can any 
such be elected, or re-elected an Office-bearer. Every Knight, whatever be his 
office, grade, or privileges, who refuses to pay what he owes the Grand Conclave, 
after the same has been twice formally demanded by the Grand Secretary, is lia- 
ble to be degraded from his rank, and suspended by the Grand Conclave from the 
honors of Knighthood ; of which intimation will be sent to all the Grand Priors, 
who will cause the same to be made known to the several Priories in their 
langues . 

Members cannot be admitted to Chapters of the Grand Conclave, or any Grand 
Priory, unless in full, or at least half-dress costume of the Order, according to the 
grade to which they belong : but, during the Installation of a Grand Master, or 
when special notices to that effect are previously issued by order of the Grand 
Master, no one can appear unless in full costume. The Guard will receive posi- 
tive orders to attend to this regulation, and to permit none to pass, unless in con- 
formity with it A similar rule is recommended for adoption in the By-Laws of 
Priories. 

A Grand Office-bearer, a Knight Grand Cross, or Knight Commander, appear- 
ing in a Priory in the whole or naif-dress costume of a rank inferior to what he 
actually holds in the Order, is only to be recognised according to the rank of the 
costume he wears at the time. 

A Knight appearing in a costume, or with a badge which he is not entitled to 
wear, is liable to a fine or suspension for the offence, by the Grand Conclave or 
Grand Council. 


Note. In a recent number ef this Magazine, (v. ii., p. 311,) we referred to the u Revi-, 
sed Statutes of the Grand Conclave of the Knights of the Temple,” of Edinburgh, Scotland, 
and gave a brief description' of the costume adopted,— remarking, that it was the same as 
that worn by the ancient Templars. We are now particularly indebted to our attentive cor- 
respondent and Brother, the Hon. J. Leander Stars, of Halifax, for an entire copy of the 
Statutes, the most important Chapters of which are here given. We have at considerable 
expense, added the beautiful and appropriate embellishments which enrich the original. It 
may be proper to add, that the Statutes were confirmed at Edinburgh, on the 13th of April, 
in the year of the Order 725, and of our Lord 1843. They will be particularly acceptable to 
every Knight Templar, who sufficiently understands the glorious history and the sublim? 
principles of his Order, to enable him ip appreciate its worth.— Editor Mao. 
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EDUCATION. 

The subject of the following Circular of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, 
is one of the utmost importance. Not only is it important in the blessings which 
its suggestions would confer, if carried out, but in the consequences which would 
result to our ancient Institution. 

The sphere of the Mason is as broad as humanity itself, and wh e/e the true 
interests of man are to be found, there should the Mason be seen in his walks of 
duty — alive to the wants of those who have not the power to«upply them. The 
Mason’s obligations are moral and social as well as pecuniary — and it is with 
pride that we can point to history and say, that in all ages no class of men have 
been more prompt in the performance of their duties. 

It is true there has been a pause in the doing or good— and less has been 
done than our obligations impose. Much, however, of the apathy of the Masons 
is to be attributed to the doings of the enemies of the Institution. Be it their 
task to excuse themselves if they can. It is clearly ours to resume our labors in 
good earnest Our duty is plain — and our execution should be prompt. It is 
said with truth, that the Lodges in other countries have done much towards the 
education of the children of indigent or deceased Masons. In fact, some of the 
most interesting schools of Great Britain are entirely supported by the Free- 
masons. They have not only secured lasting honor to themselves, but have 
blessed their nation. To educate the indigent citizen is better for the Common- 
wealth than the payment of a tax. It gives additional strength to virtue and 
law, and is a better aid to government than the most formidable police that 
money can pay for. 

We commend the subject to the serious attention of our readers, and all good 
Masons, and trust that we shall soon have the satisfaction of hearing a response 
as universal as are the ramifications of our Order. 

MASONIC SCHOOLS. 

Grand Lodge of North Carolina, ) 

1st Sept. A. L. 5843. $ 

To the Worshipful Master and Brethren of the Lodge, No. 

chartered and working under the Jurisdiction or the Grand 
Lodge of North Carolina. 

Brethren: At the last communication of our Grand Lodge the following 
Resolutions introduced by Brother T. J. Lemay, P. G. Secretary, were adopted, 
viz : 

Resolved , That the time Has arrived, when, if we would keep pace with the 
. spirit of the age, and maintain the character and usefulness of our venerable In- 
stitution, this Grand Lodge should 'enter upon some great benevolent enterprise, 
and direct its funds and energies to the accomplishment' of that object And as 
it is believed that there is no cause which more pressingly demands their aid, than 
that of the education of the poor children of their Brethren, throughout the State : 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of be appointed, who shall take into considera- 
tion the propriety and expediency of establishing a seminary of learning for the 
benefit, 1st, of poor children of the members of our Fraternity, and, 2dly, such 
others as the means of the Grand Lodge will allow ; and that they also inquire 
into the best plan upon which such an Institution may be established — the proba- 
ble cost thereof— and report to the next Annual Communication, furnishing fully 
any other information which, to them, may be necessary and proper. 
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Resolved, That the Worshipful Grand Master be requested to address a circu- 
lar letter, or otherwise, communicate with the several subordinate Lodges, as to 
him may seem best, and invite their co-operation ill the establishment of the in- 
stitution indicated in the foregoing resolution, and request that they give infor- 
mation on this subject at or before the next Grand Communication of £nis Lodge. 

In obedience to the request thus made, I invite the co-operation of your Lodge 
in the establishment of the Institution, and request that you afford information on 
this subject at or before our next annual communication in December next 

Our Institution, venerable as she is by age, and adorned by the sanction of thfc 
greatest of our race ; and endeared to us by many interesting associations, seems, 
in the language of the resolution, called upon for some great benevolent enter- 
prise. . Whatever may have been the original cause of the formation of our Order, 
Masonry ceases to be simply operative in her character, while she still uses U19 
symbols as incentives to action and virtue. Many of her distinguished votaries 
who enter the portals of our Institution, while they admire the t cisaom of the struc- 
ture, and the strength of its foundations, look anxiously around for the ends to be 
accomplished ; and finding nothing to satisfy them, either become dormant in 
their energies, or cease to fr^queht our Lodges. So well have our Brethren, not 
only in this country but in Ehrope, been satisfied of this fact, that they have not 
only preserved the beautiful landmarks of our ancient Order vivid and pure, but 
have elevated them high in the eyes of the world, that all men might see that our 
Institution is indeed founded in charity and benevolence, is fraught with the holy 
desire of “peace on earth, and good will towards men.” In nothing is this more 
plainly shown than in the establishment of Institutions similar to the one propo- 
sed. 

In England, Germany, Denmark and Sweden, under the auspices of Masonry, 
schools have been established which have furnished the lights of education and 
knowledge* to thousands of poor and worthy children, who else might have suffer- 
ed in indigence, ignorance and want One of these schools alone in Germany in 
the space of five years educated 1100 children in the elements of knowledge and 
the principles of morality. “ The Boys’ school” in London was established in 1798, 
for 44 the maintenance, clothing, educating and apprenticing the sons of distress- 
ed Freemasons, and their orphans,” and has done more to administer to the com- 
forts and future welfare of the rising generation than any institution in the king- 
dom ; recently the Grand Lodge of England, under the auspices of the Duke of 
Sussex, established a 44 Girls’ school, and the last report represents it as in a most 
flourishing condition. The children are healthy and happy and are taught to 
conduct themselves with great propriety. The Rev. H. O’Neill, the curate, under 
date 9th June says, “I have examined sixteen young persons for confirmation for 
the last time, and cannot avoid saying that I was never more pleased with any 
young persons than with them, their answering and attention being in every re- 
spect satisfactory.” 

In our own country, the Fraternity have u followed these leaders and feared no 
danger.” Virginia n{ts now under the sanction of her Grand Lodge, in success- 
ful operation, a school for the education of the children of deceased Brethren, and 
it is said to be one of the best Institutions in that renowned Commonwealth. 
The Grand Lodge of Missouri has already purchased, at a large expense, the 
buildings, lots, &c., formerly Marion College, with 1300 acres of land, for the 
same noble purpose ; Tennessee and Mississippi in their Grand Lodges have ta- 
ken the initiatory steps in emulating these laudable examples. 

Not to prolong this circular, may I ask, shall our Grand Lodge, adorned as 
she has been, in the east by the patriotism of a Caswell , the learning of a Taylor, 
the wisdom and virtues of a Hall and a Henderson, be behind her sisters in this 


♦This is an error. The “Girl3* School” was instituted on the 25th March, 1788. The 
new Charity established under the auspices of the late Duke of Sussex, is the “Annuity 
Fund,” for the relief of aged and infirm Brethren. The writer probably bad this in his 
mind.— Editor Mas. 
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noble purpose ? Will she allow even her youthful daughter, Tennessee, to cast 
into the shade the unassuming virtues of the mother ? We know of a truth, that 
there are many who, left in indigence, have been educated by the private chari- 
ties of our individual Lodges, who were never aware from whence the bounty 
flowed ; for the divine attribute of charity never allows “her right hand to know 
what her left hand doeth.” But we should no longer hide “ our light under a 
bushel.” Freemasonry in our State enrolls among its votaries, many of the first 
of our land, and the virtuous and good of all ranks. If our Institution possesses 
the strength of Sampson, why allow it to rest in the Delilah lap of inglorious 
ease or uselessness, or, blinded by prejudice, to be led about the reproach of the 
ignorant and the scoffing Philistines ? 

It is only by united and strenuous efforts that any great good is effected. Al- 
low me then to hope that your Lodge will instruct your representatives at our 
next grand annual communication, to unite with the different Lodges in our juris- 
diction in this laudable enterprise, which will affprd an asylum where destitute 
orphans of worthy Brethren, from every part of our State, may learn lessons of 
virtue and a hatred of vice, and become useful to society, ornaments to their race, 
and finally be fitted to become residents above, in that building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

With assurances of sincere regard, fraternally yours, 

John H. Wheeler, Grand Master. 

By order of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina. 


PRESENTATION OF A PAST MASTER’S JEWEL. 

• 

An Address, Delivered by Albxbt O. Macke y, M. D., W. M. of Solomon’s Lodge No. 1, at 
Charleston, S. C., on the presentation of s Past Master’s Jewel, to Rev. Albert Case, 
Past Master of said Lodge, on the evening of the first Monday in January, 5843. And 
Address of the Past Master Case in reply.* 

Brother Case, — In being called by the voice of my Brethren to preside over 
the labors of this Lodge, it affords me the highest gratification that the first offi- 
cial duty I am called upon to perform, should be one 90 consonant with my perso- 
nal feelings. Solomon’s Lodge, which claims the honor of being the oldest in 
this State, had long lain dormant, — the sacred fire of its altar had ceased to burn, 
and its Brethren, scattered and dispersed, were no longer called to labor by the 
sound of the Master’s gavel. But to you, my Brother, are we indebted for its re- 
storation to usefulness. If the Incense of Holiness, again burns upon its altar, by 
you has the fire been lighted^ If its Brethren have once more been called from 
refreshment to labor, it is your voice that has collected them together. For eigh- 
teen months since its organization you have presided with the urbanity of a gen- 
tleman and the skill of a Master of the Craft. During that period our Lodge has 
continued steadily to increase its numbers and to extend its usefulness, and now 
in resigning the Oriental Chair, you deliver the Jewel of your office unsullied in- 
to the hands of your successor, and take your seat among the Brethren with the 


♦Copies of these Addresses were forwarded to as in February last, but failed to reach 
thfir destination, or they would have appeared in our pages at an earlier period. They will 
however, be acceptable to oar readers, though a little out of season.— Ed. Mao. 
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delightftil satisfaction of knowing that your duty has been well and faithfully 
done. It is a pleasing custom among our French Brethren to hail those who have 
been made in a Lodge, with the endearing appellation of “ Children of the 
Lodge.” When looking around me, I behold so many of our members who have 
received from you all the Masonic Light that they possess, I seem to see in the 
interesting ceremony of this evening the free will offering of a band of Brothers 
to an elder and well beloved Brother, as a token of their affection for his kindness 
and of their gratitude for the care and instruction that he has bestowed. 

It would be presumption in me were I to attempt to explain to you the moral 
meaning of that Jewel which I am about to present to you. But I cannot but 
think that its meridian sun is an appropriate emblem of the present state of Ma- 
sonry in our land — emerging as it is in all its pristine splendour from the dark 
clouds of ignorance and persecution which had so long enshrouded it; and no 
less appropriate is the presentation of such a Jewel to you who have performed 
no inconsiderable part towards its revival in our own State. 

In the name of “ Solomon’s Lodge No. 1, of Ancient, Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons,” I present you, roy Brother, with this Past Master’s Jewel ; long may you 
live to wear it with honor to yourself and credit to the Fraternity. And when in 
the course of time you shall be called to the Celestial Lodge on high, to mingle in 
Divine refreshment with the Brethren who have gone before you, may you ex- 
change it for a Jewel brighter and more lasting, — the Jewel of Eternal Happiness 
to be received from the Supreme Grand Master of the Universe. 

REPLY 07 R XV. BR0THRR CASK. 

Worshipful Master — 

It is with feelings of deep interest that I accept at your hands the Jewel award- 
ed me by yourself and the Brethren of Solomon’s Lodge. 

Could I ascertain that I have been instrumental in effecting any great good, I 
might perhaps have discovered a sufficient excuse for this manifestation of the 
gratitude and esteem of my Brethren. But l am confident that I have done no 
more than my duty, and if I am satisfied that I have performed that faithfully, I 
am fully rewarded by the consciousness of having done so. I however accept the 
elegant Jewel which the Brethren of this lodge have voted me, and for thjs mani- 
festation of their regard, I beg you and them to accept the hearty thanks of their 
Masonic Brother. 

To yourself, especially, would I express my thanks for the very feeling manner 
in which you have addressed me, and for the kind allusion you have made to my 
imperfect services and humble merits. 

Were it wanting, I should have in this, a sufficient guarantee that the chair is 
now occupied by one who will preside with dignity and urbanity, and govern 
with kindness ; while I know he will direct with the wisdom of a Master of the 
Craft. 

This evidence, however, were not requisite, after the long and close connexion 
that has existed between us. You give me too much credit in supposing that I 
have done so much for Solomon’s Lodge. It is true that it has prospered since 
first it was rechartered eighteen months since, but it is equally true that the 
Brethren have been active to promote its welfare ; and without their co-operation 
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it must have remained stationary. Your own attention has been constant, and I 
believe no meeting has taken place when the Senior Warden has not been pres- 
ent, to point the admiring candidate to the place of light. You perceive then 
that one secret of the progress of the Lodge, is the attention and perseverance of 
the officers and members. And op resigning the chair to yourself, I flatter my- 
self that the same zeal will be manifested by your officers and the members, and 
that the Lodge will continue united and prosperous. I have no fear but our 
wishes will be realized in this respect, and that you will find ready and skilful 
hands in all the officers and members to aid in cultivating the sublime virtues, 
and raising higher, the moral edifice. 

“ The sacred Lodge, of care devoid, 

From strife and malice always free, 

Shall by your aid be still employed, 

In social love and harmony.” 

Masonry has risen triumphantly from her former depression, and subsequent 
slumber, and is becoming more and more respected. The custom once prevalent 
of squandering the funds of the Order, has gradually died away, and very much 
has been done in the last two years to turn them into the channel of benevolence 
and charity — and cause them to minister to the wants of the Brotherhood. Let 
this be fully carried out, and the last lingering objection to Masonry will be re- 
moved. In this work you have been a faithful coadjutor, and from your known 
zeal, ability, and example, much is expected. 

Worshipful and Brethren , — Again allow me to thank you for this Jewel. I re- 
ceive it as a token of your approval, and will be reminded by it, of the happy 
manner in which we have wrought together, and of my duty to act upon the 
square with all men — especially yourselves ! 

The approbation of brethren and friends is ever-pleasing. Perhaps I have the 
organ of love of approbation quite fully developed — I would live so as to enjoy the 
approval of all the wise and good. But in a particular manner do I feel grateful 
for yours, manifested as it has been, at the close of the second term as the presid- 
ing officer of this Lodge. 

I have resigned the chair to one who loves the principles of Freemasonry, and 
has ability and confidence to extend them. 

Let us be active workmen together, and as we come around the sacred altar, 
let this be our invocation, — 

“ Come all ye gentle springs that shove 
And animate the human mind, 

And by your energy improve 

The social band by which we ’re joined.” 

For your kind wishes for my welfare, you have many thanks — may you, and 
the members of this Lodge, enjoy rich rewards for your labors, and when your 
work shall be done on earth, and your voices no more be heard in terrestrial 
Lodges, may the Great Architect of heaven and earth, welcome you to that Grand 
Lodge on high, where the Supreme Grand Master reigneth and ruleth in light and 
glory forever. 


THE ANNALIST. 
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ilCBITII or THE OR AND LODGE Of ENGLAND. 

Prom the Freemasons* Quarterly Review. 

1723. The first printed Book of Constitutions was published in 1723, by James 
Anderson, M. A., Master of Lodge No. 17, under the sanction of the Grand 
Lodge, during the Gfand Mastership of the Duke of Wharton and his Deputy* 
J. T. Desaguliers, L. L. D., F. R. S. 

1746. The second appeared in 1746, although by the author’s preface, James 
Anderson, D. D., it appears to have been prepared in the year 1738 — by the di- 
rection of the Grand Lodge, under, the Grand Mastership of the Marquis of Car- 
uaroon. 

1756. The third appeared in 1756 ; the name of Dr. Anderson was continued 
in the title, but the work was stated to be revised and enlarged by John Entick, 
M. A. 

1767. The fourth appeared in 1767, as by Dr. Anderson, and as revised by 
John Entick, M. A., but with alterations and additions by a Committee of Grand 
Lodge. 

1784. The fifth appeared in 1784; still as Dr. Anderson’s, edited by John 
Noorthon, M. A. 

1815, 1827. The sixth appeared in 1815, after the union of the two English 
Lodges, and a smaller edition of the same, page for page, with a few alterations, 
in 1827. This Book of Constitutions was intended to have been in two parts ; the 
first, an examination into the original landmarks, principles, and history of the 
Oder generally ; the second, to t>e merely the legislative arrangements of the 
Grand Lodge of England. 

1841. After five years of promise, a revisal of the Constitutions was published 
this year. 

“Prince Edwin, brother of King Athelstan, summoned all the Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons in the realm to meet him in a congregation at York, who came 
and formed the Grand Lodge and him as their Grand Master, A. D. 926.” 

A. D. 1425. 3Hen. VL Chap. 1, title. “ Masons shall not confederate in chap- 
ter and congregation This act is very severe against Masons, who, however, ap- 
peared to be in nowise frightened at it ; and at length the King, himself, is said to 
have been admitted into the Order, according to an examination into its mysteries 
in his own hand writing, as recorded by Mr. Locke. 

“King William the Third was privately made a Freemason, and encouraged 
Grand Master Wren in his great work. (St. Paul’s Cathedral.) 

A. D. 1693. Occasional Lodges were held, and old Masons living in 1730 
remember to have attended them in full formality. 

A. D. 1716. Sir C. Wren’s disability, by age and infirmity, to act as Grand 
Master, having depressed the Order, the few Lodges meeting in London regularly 
(four in number) met for the purpose of reanimating the Brethren, at the Apple- 
tree, in Charter street, Convent Garden, where, having placed the oldest Master 
Mason in the chair, they constituted themselves a Grand Lodge, revived the quar- 
terly communication, resolved to hold an annual assembly and feast, and choose a 
Grand Master from among themselves, until they should have the honor of a noble 
Brother at their head. 

A. D. 1717. The first revived feast was held at the Goose-and-Grid iron, St 
Paul’s church-yard, at which Mr. Anthony Sayer, gentleman, was elected Grand 
Master; and Mr. Jacob Lamfall, carpenter , and Captain Joseph Elliott, Wardens. 

A. D. 1721 . The Duke of Montagu was the first nobleman who was elected 
Grand Master of the revived Grand Lodge. 

Dec. 21. Fourteen learned Brothers were appointed to examine Brother An- 
derson’s manuscript of the Constitution Book, and to make report 
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1722. March 25. Report approved. Book ordered to be printed. 

Duke Wharton* was next elected, Grand Master, who appointed Dr. Desagu- 
liers (Past Grand Master) as Deputy Grand Master; and Joshua Tauton, and 
James Anderson, A. M., Grand Wardens* The Earl of Dalkeith succeeded as 
Grand Master. Six Stewards were appointed to keep cowans from the feasts, 
who were publicly thanked. 

The sword was at this time borne by the Lodge to whom it belonged. 

1730. The Deputy Grand Master, Blackerby, acquainted the Lodge that th\ 
Duke op Norfolk, Grand Master, was in Venice, but that he had sent threc^ 
kind presents, viz : — 

1. Twenty pounds to the Masonic Charity Fund. 

2. A large folio book, most richly bound ; on the frontispiece, the Norfolk anus, 
with those of Masonry illuminated. 

3. The old trusty Sword of Gustavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, worn also by 
his successor in war, Bernard, Duke of Saxe Weimar, with both their; names on 
the blade. The scabbard most richly adorned, and to be the Grand Master’s 
Sword of State for the future. 

At this time, the Grand Secretary was empowered to have the minutes of the 
Grand Lodge etched ; previously they were actually written by him, and lent to 
every Lodge! 

1734. Brother Anderson ordered to prepare a new Book of the Constitutions. 
The Freemason s’ Vade Mecum was condemned by Grand Lodge, as a silly and 
piratical thing. 

1737. April 13. Seventyfive Lodges were represented, so much had Ma- 
sonry increased. 

Nov. 8. H. R. H. Frederick, Prince of Wales, was made an Entered Appren- 
tice and Fellow-Craft, at an occasional Lodge, held at his palace at Kew, by the 
Rev. Dr. Desaguilers. The Prince was afterwards made a Master Mason at an 
occasional Lodge. 

It was customary to make collections for charity at the Grand Lodge. 

173P. A scheme proposed to place out Masons’ sons apprentices ; rejected, as 
affecting too much the Fund of Charity. 

Grand Secretary’s jewels presented by the Grand Master, Marquis of Cama- 
roon. 

Dec. 12. Twenty pounds awarded to a Brother who had been cruelly treated 
by the Inquisition at Florence, on the sole account of his being a Mason. 

1740. A petitioner for charity to be five years a member of a regular 
Lodge. 

1741. No Brother to belong to more than one Lodge within the bills of mor- 
tality. 


^Symptoms or Disunion. 


Grand Master Montagu’s good government inclined the better sorts to continue him ; 
and therefore they delayed the Feast ; duI 

Philip, Dukx of Wharton, lately made, and not the Master of a Lodge, assembled a 
number of Brethren at Stationers’ Hall, June 24, 1722, who, having no Grand officers present 
put into the chair the oldest Master Mason, (not the present Master of a Lodge.) who pro- 
claimed aloud— ^ r 

“ Philip Wharton, Duk* of Wharton. Grand Mastir of Masons, and Mr. Joshua 
Tunson, blacksmith, and Mr. William Hawkins, mason, Grand Wardens.” 

Noble Brethren and others disowned Duke Wharton’s authority; and at length the breach 
was healed by the Duke of Montagu’s summoning the Grand Lodge to meet on the 19 th of 
January ensuing, when Duke Wharton promising to be true and faithful, pro claimed him 
aloud aa 

Grand Master I 


and thus ended the unpleasant matter. 
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1752; Nov. 30. Ordered, that to render the Masons’ Charity as extensive as 
possible, all foreign Brethren, of what nation or profession Boever, should, after 
proper examination, be relieved with a certain sum immediately. 

1754. New Book of Constitutions ordered; Twenty Lodges erased for ne- 
glect. 

1757. Names of recusant Masons to be printed and published. A letter read 
from Bro. Capt. De Court, commander of the French snip, St James ; taken by 
H. M. S. Windsor, then a prisoner of war, wishing the Grand Master to procure 
his liberty : bat there being no cartel settled, it was ordered to relieve him with 
twenty guineas, if, on inquiiy, he was found worthy of assistance. 


DEDICATION OF THE MASONIC HALL, IN 
CHARLESTOWN. 

Kino Solomon’s Lodge, in Charlestown, through the untiring personal exer- 
tions of a few zealous Brethren, has, within the last two or three years, been re- 
vived from the lethargical state into which it had fallen, or, perhaps we should 
say, into which it had been precipitated by the general deluge of opposition which 
a few years since swept over the Masonic community in this Commonwealth. 
We have heretofore had occasion to refer to the history of this Lodge, and 
cannot at this time well spare the room requisite for a recapitulation of the 
facts then given. It will be sufficient for our present purpose to say, that the 
Brethren of the Lodge have, at very considerable expense, fitted up a beauti- 
ful Hall, with convenient ante-rooms, in the new block of brick buildings on the 
east side of tt Charlestown Square.” The room occupied by the Lodge, is 40 by 
20 feet, and is handsomely furnished with every convenience necessary for the 
transaction of Masonic business. The regalia is new and tastefully made. We 
know not, indeed, that there is a better furnished or better disciplined Lodge in 
the State. It is an honor to the Brethren who have been instrumental in its re- 
vival, and in restoring it to its ancient glory. 

On the 10th ultimo, the Grand Lodge were invited to perform the ceremony of 
Dedicating the Hall, agreeably to ancient Masonic usage. The invitation was 
cheerfully accepted by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, Augustus Pbabodt, 
Esq., and the Grand Lodge, being convened in an adjacent room, was opened 
in ample form at 7 o’clock, P. M. W. Bro. Francis L. Raymond, Master of King 
Solomon’s Lodge, having notified the Grand Master of the readiness of the Breth- 
ren to receive him, a procession was formed, under the direction of the Grand 
Marshal, Worshipful Br. John R. Bradford, and repaired to the Lodge room. 
After passing round the room and inspecting its finish, the Grand Master was ap- 
propriately addressed by Br. Raymond, who resigned to him the Chair of King 
Solomon’s Lodge, and surrendered to him the implement of his office as chairman 
of the operative committee. The Grand Master’s reply was in substance as fol- 
lows : — 

“ WorshipfvX Master, Wardens, and Brethren of King Solomon's Lodge. 

“ The Grand Lodge have with pleasure witnessed your enterprise, zeal and 
taste in erecting and adorning this Hall. We have examined it— and cheerfully 
declare otir approbation of it. And we will presently proceed to dedicate it in 
ancient form, to God, to Virtue, and to Universal Benevolence. 
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We congratulate you on its completion — and we trust that here you will long 
continue to find a safe retreat from the cares and anxieties of busy life — secure 
from the open assaults and secret malignity of every spirit hostile to Freemason- 
ry that here you will successfully cultivate the sacred principles of^ friendship 
and charity ; — and that from this t place you will widely disseminate brotherly 
kindness, relief and truth. * ... 

King Solomon’s Lodge has some peculiar privileges. Your meetings will be 
holden almost under the shadow of yonder splendid Monument — the joint off- 
spring of Patriotism and Freemasonry, — in the erection of which you had a large 
and active share. The recollections connected with it will always stimulate and 
cheer your labors. 

You have also some peculiar responsibilities. Your Lodge has given more than 
one Grand Master to the Commonwealth — and with you rest the sacred ashes of 
our venerated Grand Master, Warren. It is your charge to preserve the Ma- 
sonic honors which have deservedly rendered this locality dear to the Craft. 

Be watchful and wise in the selection of your candidates and associates ; — ana 
remember that the whole Fraternity expects of you to gather on this spot a. band 
of such Brothers, as, should our country hereafter require it, will give occasion for 
the erection of another Monument as proud as that which marks the glory of Bun- 
ker Hill.” 

The imposing ceremony of Dedication was then performed by the Grand Mas- 
ter in a solemn and impressive manner. During the ceremony the following Ode, 
written by R. W. Br. Thomas Power, was sung: 

Music — ,c Sterling.” 

All honors to oar Master pay, 

Who bade our holy temple rise ; 

While here we journey on our way, 

Our thanks shall reach to farthest skies 
(Dedication to Freemasonry.) 

We hail our holy Patron’s name, 

Whose bright example guides us still ; 

His highest honors we proclaim, 

While grateful thanks our temple fill. 

(Dedication to Virtu e.) 

While thus we seek, in pure desire, 

Immortal bliss in realms above, 

Our hearts shall kindle at the fire 
Whose light is Universal Love. 

(Dedication to Universal Benevolence.) 

The ceremony was concluded by a fervent and appropriate invocation, by the 
Rev. Br. Barrus, of Chelsea. 

It is proper to remark here, that the Rev. Br. E. M. P. Wells, had been re- 
quested to perform this service, and also to make an address on the occasion ; but 
from sudden indisposition he was unable to attend, — notice of which, however, 
was not received until a few minutes before the ceremonies commenced. The 
Rev. Br. Barrus was therefore wholly unexpectedly called upon to make the in- 
vocation, and R. W. Br. Charles W. Moore, as unexpectedly required to de- 
liver the address. 

The occasion was an interesting one, and the ceremonies were new to many 
of the Brethren present We believe that all were gratified. We are sure that 
the Lodge has the hearty good wishes of the whole Fraternity for its future pros- 
perity. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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Plattville, Wis. Aug. 10, 1843. 

R. W. Charles W. Moore, 

Dear Brother : — # • • # Masonry is moving on 

most prosperously in this thriving District, and will do a most valuable service 
too, in moulding into one, the heterogeneous materials out of which this com- 
munity is formed. Its good effects are already seen in this place. 

In the month of December last, seven Master Masons assembled in this place, 
and drew up and signed a petition to the Grand Lodge of Missouri, (accompanied 
with the fees,) for a Dispensation, authorizing them to open a Lodge, which was 
granted, under the name of “Melodt Lodge.” We proceeded immediately to 
open a Lodge and organize ; and from the first regular communication to the pre- 
sent time, we have been overrun with work, notwithstanding we have refused to 
accept of some considerable portion of the materials brought to our hands. We 
organized with seven members, and we now number upwards of thirtyfive — all 
good men and true. 

P. S. Our young Lodge has already purchased and paid for a house and lot, 
in which they hold their Lodge,— renting out the' lower rooms. b. t. k. 

Seville, Medina County , Ohio, Sept 20, 1843. 

Dear Brother : — # # # We are located in what has 

been a part of the infected district For more than fifteen years past Antima- 
sonry has howled over this section of country with fiendish delight ; but thanks 
to the immutable principles of our Institution, a few worthy Brethren who had set- 
tled here in an early day, have breasted the Antimasonic tornado, rode out the 
gale in safety, and triumphantly preserved the ancient land-marks of the Order. 
A little more than one year ago, some three or four of these venerable Brethren, 
by considerable exertion, succeeded in getting a Lodge organized in Seville, 
which has done and is doing a first rate business. Its influence operates like oil 
upon the waters, — it has produced a calm and quiet atmosphere,— peace, har- 
mony and Brotherly love prevail amongst us, — not only within our walls, but 
throughout the neighborhood. 

We consider your Magazine as a valuable acquisition to our little library. 
Our Lodge room is intended, also, as a reading room for Masons and their fami- 
lies. Respectfully, yours, 

C. W. Moore. r. m. 


Carlyle, Clinton Co., Illinois , Sept. 18, 1843. 

Dear Brother: — • * # # There is a splendid 

Lodge at Salem, I1L, created from this, composed of the very best of men ; 
another at Hillsboro 1 , 111., which are under my supervision as District Deputy 
Grand Master. 

There are some considerable number of resident Masons who reside in the im- 
mediate Vicinity of these Lodges, who are not members of any Lodge ; I have 
labored hard with them, to attach themselves, but they excuse themselves, by 
raising no objections to the Lodges, yet, having been so long without connection, 
rather modestly decline attaching themselves, &c. I shall report all their names 
to our grand annual communication in October next 

For the past season we have been doing very little on accdunt of the scarcity of 
money ana the contiguity of other Lodges, one formed out of our own, only twen- 

S rfive miles distant, another thirty, two others forty miles. Yet the cause is 
ourishing in this country. In almost every town there is a Lodge of respecta- 
bility and character, and no schisms exist The Fraternity are respected and 
the society looked upon as good and worthy by those that are strangers to its 
mysteries. 

I am, fraternally yours, with great respect and esteem, 

C. W. Moors, Esq. 


J. r. B. 
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MASONIC C 

Information Wanted.— An English gen- 
tleman wishes to discover an American who 
once did him an essential service. The name 
of the American was Thomas Gross. The 
circumstance referred to occurred in 1797, and 
at tfiait lime Mr. Gross was about 23 years of 
age. He was a member of the Masonic Fra- 
ternity, and is believed to have been a na- 
tive of one of the Mew England States. He 
was a sea-faring man j ana is understood to 
have had charge, about the year 1809. of a 

S icket running between New Bedford and 
altimore. Of this, however, our informa- 
tion is not certain. He sailed out of New- 
York in 1797 or ’98, and was engaged with 
the gentleman, to oblige whom this para- 
graph is written, to make the tour of the 
world, bpt circumstances separated them, and 
defeated their object. Any information 
touching the present residence of Mr. Gross, 
if living, or of his family, may be forwarded 
to the editor of this Magazine. 


0"We are requested by a correspondent 
to state, that Washington Royal Ahoh 
Chapter, No. 1, at Newark, N. J. was re- 
suscitated on the' 13th September last, by vir- 
tue of a Dispensation frbm M. E. Jos. K. 
Stapleton, D. G. G. H. P., and that the 
officers were duly installed by Comp. Alex- 
ander Copeland, H. P. of Jerusalem Chap- 
ter No. 8, of the city of New York. The 
Council consists of Comps. Elias Vanars- 
dale, H. P., Luther Goble, K., and Pruden 
Allyng, S. 


Our London correspondent writes, 
that the Grand Mastership of the Grand 
Lodge of England, vacated by the decease of 
' the Tate Duke of Sussex, will probably be 
filled by the Earl of Zetland, or the Marquis 
of Salisbury, at the next annual communica- 
tion. 


0O“Thx Trestle-Boxed.— The publica- 
tion of this work is necessarily delayed for a 
short time. 

j5*We trust our correspondent at Wil- 
mington, N. C. has received the package for- 
warded to him by the brig Marie J. Estell, 
in Sept. last. If he has not, he will please 
inform ns. 


fir Brethren, who are not now subscribers, 
but intend becoming so for the present vol. 
of the Magazine, are requested to forward 
their names before the 16th of December 
next. 


Alarge amount of intelligence prepared for 
the present month, is necessarily deferred j 
as are also some obituary notices. 


HIT CHAT. 

OO-We beg to say to our agents once more, 
that we will receive, at par, the bills of any 
specie paying Bank in the country. We are 
induced to repeat this notice, because some 
of them say. they would remit the amounts 
in their hands, if they could obtain eastern cur- 
rency. This is not material, so that they 
send ns bills of sound specie paying Banks. 

f^Our correspondent at Hancock, Md. ia 
informed that the name of the Brother re- 
ferred to, as a subscriber, has not been for- 
warded. It probably will be in due time, if 
it has not escaped the recollection of the 
Brother to whom it was entrusted. We re- 
gret to add that we have not the missing 
number on hand. We think it must have 
beeu in the bundle ; but will obtain another 
if possible. 

Q-Any Brother having a spare copy of 
the 12th No. of the 1st vol. Magazine on 
on hand, will greatly oblige us by forwarding 
it to this office. 

J3rA correspondent inquires if the new 
Funeral Service is to soperscede the old one. 
We answer, no. Both will be given in the new 
Trestle- Board, and the Lodges will use 
which they may prefer. 

Masonev' in Main*.— A Masonic Con- 
vention was recently held in Portland, Maine, 
to consider what measures were necessary 
for the revival of the Order in that State. 

QO-Our agent at Carlyle, HI. t is informed 
that the Brother referred to in his last, lately 
resident of Springfield, has received the Mag* 
azine for the two years past. 

Rev. Isaac N. Walter is an authorized 
agent for New Carlisle, Ohio. 

Expulsion.— W e have been officially in- 
formed of the expulsion of Mr. John T. 
Tasker, from Washington Chapter and De 
Wit Clinton Encampment, at Portsmouth, 
N. H.^for unmasonic conduct. 

Masonic Hall, Natchez, > 
Aug. 18, 1843, $ 

At an adjourned iegulaMaeeting of Lock* 
Lodge, No. 62, on the evening of the 17tfr 
inst., James H. Ferguson, Dentist, late a 
member of this Lodge, was expelled for gross 
unmasonic conduct, and thereby debarred 
hereafter from all the rights, benefits and 
privileges of Masonry. Said Ferguson has 
in his possession a diploma and certificate 
of demission,* from Locke Lodge. 

fi. L. Glassburn, Secretary 
t Locke Lodge , Ao. 62. 

•This It a word in eoatnon ate among our Brethren at tha 
•oath. We understand it to mean, in the eenee in which it ia 
ated, a discharge from membership. We da not, however, 
node r aland tha propriety of ao using it. To (Unlit ia ta de- 
press. Demistiop is degradation. Editor. 
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THE LATE DUKE OF SUSSEX. 

In the first number of the first volume of this Magazine, we presented 
our readers with a Masonic Memoir of the late illustrious Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of England ; and have been waiting, since his 
decease, in the expectation of receiving from England, such additional 
particulars as might render a republication of the Memoir desirable. In 
this, our expectations are not realized. The facts communicated by our 
London correspondent, add nothing of importance to those already pub- 
lished. We presume, therefore, that the Memoir above referred to, is as 
full and complete as it can at present be made. We do not despair, how- 
ever, that at some future time, a Brother may be found, possessed of the 
ability and the information requisite to furnish the Fraternity with a bio- 
graphy of the illustrious deceased, which shall be worthy of the com- 
manding position he occupied in the Masonic world, and of his exalted 
character as a liberal statesman, a ripe scholar, and devoted philanthro- 
pist. 

The Duke of Sussex was the ninth Child and sixth son of George III., 
and was born on the 27th of January, 1773. He died on the 20th of 
April last, and was, consequently, seventy years and nearly three months 
old at the time of his decease. His death was generally, deeply and sin- 
cerely regretted by the people of England, of all ranks, for he was belov- 
ed and respected even by his political opponents. Sir Robert Peel, on 
moving in the House of Commons, the usual address of condolence to 
the Queen, remarked as follows : u His (the Duke’s) long residence by 
preference in England — his early English habits — his conciliatory man- 
ners and demeanor — his habits of friendly and social converse with all 
classes of society — his zeal in the promotion of every object connected 
with science and literature, — a zeal the more effectual on account of his 
own literary and scientific attainments — the readiness with which he, in 
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common with all other members of the royal family, made every sacri- 
fice of time and personal interest for the advancement of every object 
connected with charity and benevolence ; all these constitute claims on 
the grateful remembrance which must long endear his name to the people 
of this country.” And the Duke of Wellington, in rising in the House of 
Lords to move a concurrence in the address remarked, that “ his Royal 
Highness, having had the benefit of an excellent education, and having, 
in his youth, spent a considerable portion of hie time in foreign countries, 
was a most accomplished man, and he had continued his studies, and the 
cultivation of all branches of literature and science, up to almost the la- 
test period of his existence. He was the protector of literature, the scien- 
ces and the arts, and of the professors of all branches of each of those 
departments of knowledge.” The Marquis of Lansdown followed the 
Duke of Wellington, and pronounced a high encomium upon the public 
and private virtues of the deceased. He said — “ I believe firmly, if any 
future writer or historian of the society of this country during the last 
half century, should endeavor to depict the progress of that society, and 
to analyse its details, he would find there was, during that period, no one 
movement, no one effort for the promotion of the useful sciences, for the 
excitement of useful industry, and, though last, not least, for awakening a 
spirit of enlightened charity in the public of this country, with which his 
Royal Highness’s name will not be found to be closely and constantly 
united.” 

He was liberal in his politics, and it was his boast that he never abandon- 
ed the principles which seated his family on the throne of Great Britain. 
44 My family,” he once said, 44 came to the throne on the principle of the 
Revolution — on the principle of a full, free, and fair representation of the 
people.” His consistency in this respect may be said to have been main- 
tained at the expense of his political existence, and much of his domestic 
happiness. It arrayed him politically against his family, and caused a 
breach which debarred him from advancement in the public affairs of his 
country. He however remained true to his honest opinions of what he 
conceived to be his duty, and cordially gave his support, without regard 
to personal consequences, to the liberal side of the great questions of his 
day. The abolition of the slave trade — Catholic emancipation— the re- 
moval of the civil disabilities of the Dissenters and the Jews — Parliamen- 
tary reform— -the amelioration of the criminal law — the promotion of edu- 
cation, and the advancement of whatever might tend to elevate the char- 
acter of the people — were all subjects which received from him steady, 
continuous, and availing support. 

The Duke of Sussex, like his brothers the Dukes of Clarence and Kent, 
was endowed with a large share of popular talent. His address was affa- 
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ble and conciliatory. He spoke with great ease and fluency, and as a 
presiding officer at public meetings, he was pre-eminently distinguished. 
44 Of the Masonic festivals,” says the London Advertiser, 44 where, in his 
capacity of Grand Master, he frequently presided, he was. at once the 
head and soul, discharging the duties^with a zeal that proved how much 
he had the interest of the Mystic Craft at heart ; and at convivial meet- 
ings of a charitable nature, he was so eminently effective as a chairman, 
as to have procured tfie flattering compliment of being pronounced 4 the 
best beggar in Europe,* a distinction of which he was remarkably proud.” 

44 As a Freemason,” says the Review, 44 he was the most accomplished 
Craftsman of his day. His knowledge of the mysteries was, as it were, 
intuitive ; his reading on the subject was extensive — his correspondence 
equally so ; and his desire to be introduced to any Brother, from whose 
experience he could derive any information, had in it a craving that mark- 
ed his great devotion to the Order. His affability was so free from affec- 
tation or condescension, that those who for the first time had the honor of 
an introduction to his Royal Highness, were always struck with its pecu- 
liar kindness. There was even danger in it, as we have heard many ex- 
press the words, lest they might be betrayed into forgetfulness of social 
distinction — we allude to Masonic interviews ; — but there is no doubt that 
in every other case, also, the conduct of the Prince was ever that of a 
kind-hearted English gentleman.” 

When at Berlin, in 1798, his Royal Highness was initiated into Mason- 
ry , and formed a very valuable connection between the Royal York Lodge 
in that city, and the Grand Lodge of England. During his stay in 
Lisbon, the Grand Lodge of Paris sent several deputies, officers of the 
frigate La Topaze , to assemble the Portuguese Freemasons, in harbor, 
and grant them warrants to form Lodges. The Duke of Sussex, how- 
ever, advised them, rather than do that, to form Lodges themselves, and 
send a representative to the Grand Lodge of England, to be acknow- 
ledged by that body ; in which case the political independence of the 
ebuntry, could not be biassed by the Masonic connection of the Portuguese 
Lodges with the Grand Lodge of France. The beneficial effects of this 
advice were shown in a remarkable circumstance. 

When Junot (himself a JMason) took possession of Portugal, in 1808, he 
intimated to the Lodges in Lisbon, that he would visit them, provided they 
would take down the portrait of their Prince Regent, and substitute in- 
stead, that of Napoleon, who was then, de facto , the master or sovereign 
of the country — and he (Junot) would accept the office of Grand Master of 
Portugal. 

The Lodges, however, unanimously resolved, that, rather than submit to 
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the proposition, even to dissolve as a body, and declined the proffered sup- 
port. 

The Royal House of Brunswick, (the reigning family of England,) has 
been distinguished for its attachment to Masonry. The following list is 
an abstract of one recently prepared by our friend and Brother, Robert 
Thomas Cbucefix, M. D., of London, on the accuracy of which the most 
entire reliance may be placed. Indeed, the evidence of its general cor- 
rectness is in our own possession. 

1. Eure George the First. 

2. King George the Second — called in one of the old Irish Constitutions, 

the “ Mason-King , whom God preserve.*’ 

3. Frederick, Prince of Wales, sod of George IL, initiated 1737. 

4 King George the Third. 

5. Duke op York, brother to George III. 

6. William Henry, Duke of Gloucester, brother to George III., initiated 

in 1766. 

7. Henry Frederick, Duke of Cumberland, brother to George III., initia- 

ted 1767, and elected Grand Master in 1782. 

8. Prince William Henry, afterwards King William IV., initiated in 1786, 

and was at the time of his death patron of the United Grand Lodge of 
England. 

9. George Augustus, Prince of Wales, (afterwards George IV.,) initiated 

in 1787 — his uncle the Duke of Cumberland, presiding as Master. He 
was elected Grand Master in 1790. 

10. Duke of York, brother to George IV., initiated in 17871 

11. Prince Edward, (afterwards Duke of Kent, father to the present Queen,) 

initiated at Geneva, in 1789. He was Prov. Grand Master of Halifax, 
N. Scotia, in 1790. 

12. Prince Earnest Augustus (afterwards Duke of Cumberland, now King 

of Hanover,) initiated in 1796. 

13. Prince William of Gloucester, (nephew of George III.,) initiated in 

1796. 

14. Augustus Frederick, (afterwards Duke of Sussex,) initiated at Berlin, 

in 1798. He was for more than thirty years Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of England. 


EPITAPH 

ON THE DUKE OF SUSSEX, BY B R. J. LEE STEVENS, OF LONDON. 

When dies the Prince, or when the Peasant dies, 

How seldom truth the epitaph supplies ; 

Hat if of Sussex all that ’s true be told, 

Few were his faults— his virtues manifold ! 


FUNERAL DIROE. 
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FUNERAL DIRGE, 

FOR HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKEOF SUSSEX. 
LATE GRAND MASTER MASON FOR ENGLAND. 

BY ROBERT GILFILLAN, ESQ., SARD TO THE GRAND LODGE OF SCOTLAND.* 

Ye Brothers of the solemn vow ! 

Companions of the mystic band !— 

Ye who before the altar bow I 
Or by the Sacred Temple stand ! 

Assemble all throughout the Land I 
In mournful guise your garments wear, 

For Him who ruled with high command, 

They to the burial mansions bear 1 

Swell loud the harp in plaintive song, — 

Or wake the strain to notes of wo ! 

• Ye who to holy rites belong, 

Or of the lofty mysteries know ! 

This day we mourn a master low — 

A pillar from the Temple riven ! 

A friend to all of worth below — 

A Brother pass’d from earth to heaven ! 

The widow’s sigh— the orphan’s tear, 

Who now will soothe, or wipe away ? 

Or lowly merit who will cheer. 

By pointing Fame’s proud upward way ? 

The good man’s friend— the poor man’s stay 
Hath fallen, as leaves that withered fall 1 
*T is dust to dust, and clay to clay ! — 

The Prince’s lot— the lot of all l ' 

Mourn him— high Star of Mystic Light — 

The good, the generous, and the free !— 

That Star, alas ! now set in night, 

No more shall rise o’er Masonry ! 

Bow down the head — bend low the knee — 

In all your tents let there be mourning 
For him, embarked on that dark sea — 

The bourne from whence there ’a no returning I 

The tree shall give its wonted fruit, 

The flowers shall blossom on the lea ; 

The groves, so long by winter* mute, 

Shall waken yet with melody ! 

The ice-bound streams shall yet be free, 

The tiny bark shall reach the shore 1 
But He-i-the Light of Masonry ! 

Returns to us— to earth, no mote ! 

Bend low the knee— bow down‘the head— 

A Master fallen 2— a Brother dead 1 


* Delivered by him before the M. W. Grand Master Mason, Lord Frederick Fitzclarence, 
and 700 Brethren in Grand Lodge, convened for the occasion of recording the lamented 
decease of the Royal Grand Master of England. 
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FOREIGN MATTERS. 

E5GL13H. 

Among the 44 Notices of Motion,” pending before the Grand Lodge of 
England, we notice the following : — 

44 By Br. R. T. Crucefix. — That the rule or regulation in the Book of 
Constitutions, respecting the quarterly contributions of members, shall be 
altered so as to increase the amount by sixpence per quarter, or two shil- 
lings per annum, and stand thus : 

44 Ev^ry member of each Lodge within the London district, shall pay 
towards the Fund of Masonic Benevolence, one shilling and sixpence per 
quarter, or six shillings ($1.50) per annum ; and every member of each 
country and military Lodge, one shilling per quarter, or four shillings per 
annum. 

44 That, as an additional contribution of two shillings per annum from 
each member, will materially increase the General Fund of Masonic Be- 
nevolence, the sum of <£200 (about $1000) per annum be paid out*of the 
Fund of Masonic Benevolence to the Royal Masonic Benevolent Annuity 
Fund, in addition to the <£400 per annum already voted by Grand 
Lodge. 

“ That the widow of any pensioner upon the Royal Masonic Benevo- 
lent Fund, who shall have been married to such pensioner previously to 
his having become a candidate for election thereupon, shall receive a 
pension equal to half the amount received by her deceased husband, as 
long as she shall subsequently remain unmarried. 

41 That the widow of any Brother who would have been eligible as a 
candidate for a pension out of the Royal Masonic Benevolent Fund, shall 
be eligible to election as a recipient of a proportionate stipend out of such 
Fund, provided she be upwards of sixty years of age at the time of his 
death ;* subject, however, to rules and regulations analogous to those per- 
taining to the male pensioners upon that Fund.” 

The 44 Masonic Offering” to the Rev. Dr. Oliver, — the most learned 
and accomplished Mason in Europe, — is to be presented sometime during 
the ensuing spring. The presentation will take place at Lincoln. A 
similar 4< Offering” was a year or two since, presented to our talented 
friend and Brother, Dr. Crucefix, of London, and a third to his late R. 
H. the Duke of Sussex. They were both rich and splendid presents. The 
latter cost some thousands of pounds. We presume that the one about to be 
presented to the venerable Brother Oliver, will be worthy of the known 
liberality of the English Craft, and of the high reputation of the distin- 
guished recipient. 

The Grand Lodge of England have appropriated £1800, (about 
89000,) for the purpose of placing a statue of the late Grand Master, 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, in the Grand Lodge Room. 

The Tylers of the Lodges in London, having agreed to renew their 
ancient practice of holding an annual feast, met together on the 24th 


* We trust this provision will be erased.— Ed. Mao. 
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June, at the Rose, Edmonton, with their ladies, and passed a very pleas- 
ant day. The Grand Tyler, Br. Robert Miller, presided, and acquitted 
himself with great credit , 

Efforts are making to revive the Grand Conclave of Knights Templars 
for England. A preliminary meeting for the purpose, has been held. 
The statutes of the Order have not been revised since 1809, nor has a 
Grand Conclave been held since 1817. The late Duke of Sussex was 
the Grand Prior. 

The Boys 1 School, says the Review, is progressing. The funded 
property is now about $40,000. The Girls 1 School also, is in a good con- 
dition. These are noble charities, — worthy of the Institution,— an honor 
to our English Brethrerf, and the pride of the whole Fraternity. 

A meeting of the Supreme Royal Arch Chapter was held at London 
on the 2d August. No business of general interest was transacted. 

CONTINENTAL. 

The Lodge 44 Parfaite Intelligence el VEltoile Rennies” at Liege, 
(France,) have given notice, through the Freemasons 1 Review, that they 
request English, and Masons of all countries, to visit them, en passant , 
and add, that the Certificate or Diploma is necessary for admission. 

We notice that several forged certificates have been offered, and in 
some instances have passed as genuine, with the Lodged at Ham- 
burgh and Rotterdam.* This arises from the circumstance that our 
Brethren on the Continent place too great reliance upon the Certificate. 
It should only be received as collateral evidence that the person • possess- 
ing it is a Mason. It can never properly pass for more than this. We, 
in this country, regard it mainly ak evidence of good standing , and even 
in this respect we do not receive it as conclusive. The plan adopted by 
the Grand Lodge of this State, in their new Certificate, of having the seal 
of the Grand Lodge etched upon the plate, furnishes the best security 
against counterfeits the case admits of. This does not necessarily pre- 
clude the use of the wax seal, though that is not deemed essential. 

The union of the Grand Orient and Rite Ecossais, at Paris, is gradu- 
ally progressing, though so slowly that we are not without apprehensions 
as to a favorable result. There are numerous obstacles to overcome, 
(besides long-standing prejudices,) and many and great concessions to be 
made, before an amicable termination of the question can be attained. 

The two Lodges at Gottingen, (^Germany,) have united with that at 
Munden, for the purpose of founding an institution for the relief of the 
orphans and widows of deceased Masons. A similar institution is also in 
progress at Gustren. 
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We perceive that there is a movement among the Fraternity in Germa- 
ny, in favor of the formation of societies to assist “ Masonic emigration 
to America” The subject has been before the Grand Lodge of Ham- 
burg, which body has decided to act in unison with the other Grand 
Lodges of the German States. We suppose the object to be to aid indi- 
gent Brethren who may wish to emigrate to this country, by furnishing 
them with the means to meet their ex pences, or with articles necessary 
for their support on the voyage. If they be worthy Masons, they will not 
fail to meet with a cordial reception from their Brethren on this side of the 
Atlantic, wherever they may land or wherever sojourn. The proposition, 
however, does not meet with universal favor among the German Grand 
Lodges. It is thought to be too nearly allied to politics. 

The celebrated German Mason and soldier, the venerable Duke of 
Henekel Yon Donnersmark, is now living at Dessau, in the 68th year 
of his age, and in the enjoyment of perfect health. He was one of the 
last men who quitted France with the Prussian army, on the abdication of 
Napoleon, and one of the first to re-enter it on his return from Elba. He 
was at the battle of Ligny and Belle-Alliance. He was initiated at Kon- 
igsberg, in 1794, (says Latomia , the German Masonic Review) ; in 1796, 
he received his third degree ; in 1811, he became Master of a Lodge ; is 
the founder of many Lodges, several of which are military. In 1838, he 
was elected, at Berlin, Grand Master of the Prussian Lodges, working 
under the system of the “ Landesloge.” He was the means of inducing 
the heir-apparent (Prince William of Prussia) to become the Patron of 
Freemasonry, — which event has had considerable influence on the Order 
in Prussia. 

The Grand Lodge of Frankfort on the Main, (Germany,) on the ques- 
tion : Whether a Brother, not a member of a subordinate Lodge, could 
hold office in Grand Lodge ? — lately decided, that no “ Brother Mason, 
unattached to any Lodge, could, either as its officer, or as a representa- 
tive, be a member of the Grand Lodge.” 

The Master of the Lodge Harpocrates, at Magdeburgh, died suddenly in 
his chair, while working his Lodge, on the 18th March last. 

The Grand Lodge of Texas very properly, and Masonically y requires 
that every candidate initiated in the Lodges under its jurisdiction, shall he 
examined as to his “ proficiency in the degree he last took” before he is 
advanced to a superior degree. This regulation is also in full force in 
England. It was formerly so in this country, and no one can doubt that 
the immediate restoration of the regulation would be most beneficial to the 
interests of the Institution. 


GRAND LODGE OF MICHIGAN. 
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GRAND LODGE OF MICHIGAN. 

. We make the following extract from the report of the committee on 
foreign correspondence, submitted to the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, at 
its last annual communication. We believe the sentiments expressed to 
be such as are felt by the whole Fraternity in the country. The decision 
of the Washington Convention has been fully sustained by every Grand 
Lodge which has acted definitely on the subject ; and this, in our opinion, 
should be sufficient to induce our Michigan Brethren to retrace their steps. 
But the matter rests with them alone. We are not disposed to revive the 
controversy. 

“ The Committee had before them three copies of a public newspaper 
published at Mount Clements, Macomb county, Michigan, which have 
been received by our Grand Secretary the past year, and containing what 
purports to be the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Michigan ; from 
which they learn that the convention of delegates from the several Grand 
Lodges which met at Washington City, on the 2d day of March, 1842, 
deduced to recognize said Grand Lodge of Michigan, as in their opinion 
it had not been legally instituted. Several of the Grand Lodges in com- 
munication with this Grand Lodge have come to the same result, and your 
Committee are restrained to adopt the same opinion . The Committee, how- 
ever, would not censure the Masonic Fraternity of Michagan for their 
incorrect proceedings in the formation and organization of their Grand 
Lodge, believing their intentions were good, and their errors not design- 
ed. They therefore advise that this Grand Lodge, in the true spirit of 
friendship and Brotherly love, recommend to the subordinate Lodges and 
Brethren of Michigan, so to review and reorganize their Grand Lodge, 
that the right hand of fellowship can be extended to them by their sister 
Grand Lodges, and by every individual member of the Fraternity through- 
out the world.” 


GRAND LODGE CERTIFICATES. 

The following Order was adopted by the Grand Lodge of New York, 
on the 8th June last. We publish it for the benefit of our Brethren here 
and elsewhere. We are authorized to say that it will be strictly enforced. 
Should any of our Masonic friends, therefore, have occasion to make a 
journey to New York, and desire to visit the Lodges in any part of that 
State, they will previously provide themselves with the necessary docu- 
ments. The Order is as follows : 

u That no Mason be admitted to any subordinate Lodge, under the ju- 
risdiction of this Grand Lodge, or receive the charities of any Lodge, 
unless he shall , on such application, exhibit a Grand Lodge Certificate , 
duly attested by the proper authorities, except he is known to the Lodge to 
be a worthy Brother .” 
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MASONIC MELODIES. 

BT R. W. BE. THOMAS POWER. 

No. 5. 

THE BEAUTY OP THE TEMPLE. 

Music — 1 "The Campbells are coming.” 

Hark ! hark ! to the voices exalting that rise, 

That roll o’er the earth and that reach to the skies ; 

The faithful are telling with song and with glee, 

How blest the accepted, how joyons the free ! 

The Temple ’a completed, the labor is o’er, 

No column nor arch in such beauty before ; 

With forms full of grace, and proportions most fair, 

No beauteous design with the work can compare. 

CHORUS. 

Hark ! hark! to the voices exulting that rise, 

That roll o’er the earth, and that reach to the skies j 
The faithful are telling with song and Wh glee, 

How blest the accepted, how joyous the free I 

When summer’s gay blossoms, so rich and so rare, 

Shall throw their sweet perfume abroad on the air, 

Each beautiful form and each delicate hue 
Shall cherish the thought and affection anew. 

Each true to his Order, in purpose sincere, 

Will bring to the altar the dowers most dear: 

The blossoms that live upon honor’s own breath, 

That spring at its sunshine, and droop at its death. 

CHORUS. 

Hark ! hark ! to the voices exulting that rise, 

That roll o’er the earth, and that reach to the skies ; 

The faithful are telling, with song and with glee, 

How blest the accepted, how joyous the free ! 

When years have gone by,' and when seasons are o’er, 

The beautiful forms we have loved seen no more, 

Our great Moral Temple in beauty shall stand, 

While Hope shall be cherished, or Truth shall commaod : 

Then Order immortal shall gracefully rise, 

Beyond the dark scenes of these changeable skies; 

The soul the Great Architect then shall adore 
Where arches and columns are needed no more. 

CHORUS. 

Hark ! hark ! to the voices exulting that rise, 

That roll o’er the earth, and that reach to the skies ; 

The faithful are telling, with song and with glee, 

How blest the accepted, how joyous the free ! 


MASONIC MELODIES. 


No. 6. 

ELECTION OP OFFICERS.. 

Music— “ Come to the sunset tree.” 

Comb, come, come! 

Come to our calm retreat, 

And join our social band, 

Where Brothers kindly meet, 

And where triads united stand. 

In purpose closely bound, 

To our Order firm and true, 

Let discord ne’er be found, 

But let peace its bonds renew. 

Come, come, come ! 

CHORUS. 

Come to our calm retreat, 

And join our social band, . 

Where Brothers kindly meet, 

And where friends united stand. 

List to our Master’s call ! 

We come with hearts sincere j 
No word unkind shall fall, 

Nor a painful thought he near. 

We ’ll weave a garland fair 
For our altar reared to lcfoe, 

And flowers that cluster there, 

Shall a welcome offering prove. 

Come, come, come! 

CHORUS. 

Come to our calm retreat, 

And join our social band, 

Where Brothers kindly meet, 

And where friends united stand. 

Each thus to others true, 

By friendship’s ties impressed, 

Shall selfish thoughts subdue, 

Still in Truth’s fair promise blest. 

No fairer scene can be— 

Social joy unmixed with fain— 

As Brothers all agree, 

Where affection’s bonds enchain. 

Come, come, come ! 

CHORUS. 

Come to our calm retreat, 

And join our social band, 

Where Brothers kindly meet, 

And where friends united stand. 
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No. 7. 

THE. FREEMASON'S WIFE. 

Music— “ Kinlock of Kjtrdock .” 

Oh ! who, in this wide world so filled with commotion, 
Has sighed for the pleasures returning no more, 

Like feelings that linger on life's storm? ocean, 

When memory retraces some loved, tranquil shore ! 

Such fate ne’er be. told, of the friend that possesses 
A home and affections in love kindly met ; 

Sweet fancy shall treasure the gentle caresses 
Of her, the true friend we can never forget. 

chokus. 

Such fate ne’er be told of the friend that possesses 
A hand and affection in love kindly met; 

Sweet fancy shall treasure the gentle caresses 
Of her, the true friend we can never forget. 

In joy or in sorrow, the kind heart confiding, 

In palace or cottage, affection still true, 

Her love lives unfaded, its truth yet abiding, 

, Like sun-rays reflected from noon’s early dew : 

In winter’s dark tempest or summer’s soil breathing, 

No change in devotion e’er brings its regret, 

When hope its fair blossoms of love is still wreathing 
For her, the true friend we can never forget. 

CHOBUS. 

In winter’s dark tempest, in summer’s soft breathing, 

No change of devotion ere brings its regret, 

When Hope its fair Jblossoms of love is still wreathing 
For her, the true friend we can never forget. 

Oh ! give me the true heart for days yet before us, 

The beauty undying that lives in the mind ; 

I’ 11 cherish the feeling, though changes come o’er us, 

By 'love gently led, and by goodness refined. 

When life’s scenes are closing, our altar unbroken, 

The dream of fond moments shall linger there yet ; 

Affection’s kind offering shall be the last token 
For her, the true friend we can never forget. 

CHOBUS. - 

When life’s scenes are closing, our altar unbroken, 

The dream of fond moments shall linger there yet ; 

Affection’s kind offering shall be the last token 
For her, the true friend we can never forget. 


MASONIC ANECDOTE. 
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ANECDOTE OF GENERAL PUTNAM. 

BY BB. F. S. PALMER. 

Companion Moore : — My native town, Brooklyn, Conn., was formerly 
the residence of Sen. Maj. Gen. Israel Putnam, a true patriot and a 
devoted Mason. He was plowing in a field not a mile from where I am 
now writing, when he received intelligence of the skirmish at Lexington — 
what followed is a matter of history. But there is one incident connected 
with his life, which is not so generally known. In the 44 French and Indian 
War” Putnam commanded a corps of partizans on the frontiers. In 
a severe skirmish, it was his fate to become a captive to the Indians. 
So gallant a warrior was worthy of no ordinary death. After being 
insulted and tortured in their villages, he was led to the stake. The 
fagots were piled around him ; the flames leaped and played over his 
wasted form. He had taken his last look of earth, and was consigning his 
soul to God, when he beheld a French officer approaching. As a last 
resort he hailed him, in a way that speaks with more than trumpet tones 
to the heart of a genuine Brother. Quick as lightning the cords were 
severed, the burning fagots were dispersed, and the officer rescued Put- 
nam at the imminent peril of his own life. So powerful is the word that 
binds our Brethren in the hour of peril! Putnam always said that he- 
owed his life to Masonry, as he felt confidentthe Frenchman never would 
have incurred the risk of displeasing the Indians so much, to save any 
but a Brother. Through life his zeal and services to the 44 Good Cause” 
were equal to the debt he owed, and after a long life spent in the service 
of his country, on the square , he met the grim tyrant with the firmness of 
a Mason, and the hopeful resignation of a Christian. 

Below is the inscription copied from the tomb in the Brooklyn burying- 
ground : 

“This monument is erected to the memory of the Hon. Israel Putnam, Esq., 
Maj. Gen. in the armies of the United States of America ; who was born at 
Salem, in the province of Mass., on the 7th day of Jan., 1718 ; and died at Brook- 
lyn, in the State of Ct, on the 29th day of May, A. D. 1790. Passenger, if thou 
art a soldier, drtm a tear over the dust of a Hero, who, ever attentive to the lives 
and happiness of his men, dared to lead where any dared to follow. If thou art a 
patriot, remember with gratitude how much thou and thy country owe to the 
patriot who sleeps beneath this marble. If thou art an honest, generous, and 
worthy man, render a sincere and Cheerful tribute of respect to a man whose gen- 
erosity was singular ; whose honesty was proverbial ; and whb, with a slender . 
education, with small advantages, and without powerful friends, raised himself to 
universal esteem, and to offices of eminent distinction, by personal worth, and by 
the diligent services of a useful life,” 

Happy man ! May the evening of our days be cheered by the recol- 
lection of so useful services, as his. He died before the principles of the 
Order, to which he owed his life, had been so falsely assaildd. He 
thought the Lodge-room, in which he had spent so many entertaining 
and instructive hours, was elevated above calumny. 
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But I still hope the banners of our Order will yet float as proudly in the 
morning breeze as in the days of Putnam, and beneath its ample folds the 
distressed widow and orphan may ever find protection. 


AN ANECDOTE. 

[COMMUNICATED. 1 1 

It was in the spring of 18 — , that a young man was landed from a 
steamboat, at Westport, a small village in the State of Kentucky, situa- 
ted on a beautiful descending piece of ground, on the Ohio River. He 
was an invalid, tall and handsome. His countenance bore strong marks 
of sorrow, pain and suffering. With a dejected countenance he ap- 
proached the shore, and with difficulty made his way to a public house, 
where he was confined for several days, without any person knowing any 
thing about him ; nor was he seen by any except the attendants at the 
tavern. His case, however, became known to, and he was assisted by, a 
gentleman who \Vas ever ready to visit the afflicted and administer to the 
wants of the needy. Imagine the delight of the sicl^ young man, when he 
discovered in fiis visitor — a Mason ! He now had a friend — yea, a Bro- 
ther — to whom he could unbosom his mind of that sorrow which weighed 
him down. He was in a distant land, without money, without friends, and 
in ill health. This man soon made it known to the Fraternity of the village, 
who employed a physician and administered to his necessities whilst he 
staid with them, which was about three weeks. After the expiration of 
which time he was able to pursue his journey, and the means to defray 
his expenses having been supplied by his Masonic Brethren, it was with 
a grateful heart he took each Brother by the hand and bade them fare- 
well. The Brethren felt more than remunerated from the reflection that 
they had done a good deed. c. b. n. 


EXCLUSION OF THE JEWS FROM MASONRY. 

We would direct the attention of our readers to the extracts given from 
the published proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New York, for full in- 
formation on the subject indicated by the caption to this paragraph. The 
course pursued by the Prussian Grand Lodges is entirely unmasonic, and 
should be met with the decided reprobation of the Fraternity throughout 
the world. If the Jew may be excluded to-day, the Unitarian or the Pres- 
byterian, may tomorrow. It is a blow aimed, whether designedly or not, 
at the vitality of the Institution, and it must be arrested. We call the at- 
tention of the Grand Lodges of this country to the subject* and respect- 
fully suggest that they '.severally take the matter’ into consideration. 


LOOSE THOUGHTS. 
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LOOSE THOUGHTS. 

Where history is silent respecting our Fraternity, tradition supplies its place. 
A large proportion of profane history is traditional, hut has been received as fact, 
since hieroglyphic science has given place to letters. Under the Mosaic dispen- 
sation, the Fraternity, united, as they were, for mutual protection, and known to 
each other by their signs and. symbols, enjoyed higher privileges than they had 
experienced under the regimens of idolatrous nations. Their essential emblems 
had been preserved through all the periods of the rise and decline of kingdoms. 
What stronger demonstration Of the remote origin and antiquity of the Society, 
than their preservation of the signs and emblems with the same signifi^tions, 
which appertained to them during the period of symbolic language. These with- 
out other evidence, incontrovertibly prove the antiquity of Freemasonry. 

As the Institution of Masonry, at its commencement, was merely moral, and even 
during the ages of idolatry, Masons acknowledged Jehovah as the one God, so they 
rested in safety among a people who had been idolaters, but to whom the worship of 
Jehovah had been miraculously restored. The Fraternity, at the period Solomon, 
under divine direction, commenced the building of the Temple for the worship of 
God, were held among that nation in estimation for their integrity and industry ; 
and from these, who had exceedingly increased in number under the theocratic 
government of the Israelites, Solomon selected his cunning artificers andscentific 
workmen. The Jewish nation having beheld its morning dawn, its rising great- 
ness, and passed its meridian splendor and glory, was doomed, on account of sins 
and iniquities, to be subdued, its religious institutions subverted, and to return to 
the state of bondage, from which it had in its infancy been miraculously lib- 
erated. During the Babylonish captivity, this people bung their harps upon the 
willows, their songs of joy were not heard in a strange land. 

Masonic signs and emblems were first instituted in that age of the world when 
all language was symbolic ; that is, when all nations expressed interior percep- 
tions and mental affections by natural representatives, or by natural things and 
images corresponding to perceptions and affections of the mind ; and Masonry is 
as ancient as the symbolic signs or emblems employed, retaining still the same 
significations as when originally used. 

The Fraternity, during the dark as well as more enlightened period, have ac- 
knowledged Jehovah as the one and only God, whether as individuals they have 
worshipped Him in spirit and truth or not; and have received his holy word to be 
the rule and guide of their faith and practice, whether in their lives they have 
conformed to its precepts or not, without subscribing, as a society, to any creeds, 
or dogmas of faith compiled by men ; believing, as they do, that the Scriptures, in 
their purity, ought to be venerated more than the uncertain traditions of men, 
which often lead astray from truth. 

In all ages, Freemasons have been more or less persecuted, in some parts of 
the world. Their pacific deportment has not been, at all periods, their shield 
against sectarian bigotry and malevolence. Notwithstanding their wish to live 
in peace with all, yet during that sanguine age when Christendom was subjected 
to papal hierarchy, and men were immolated for their principles, Masons were 
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persecuted in most of the kingdoms of Europe, in common with the various pro- 
testant denominations, who dared to publicly abjure papal dominion and its reli- 
gious faith. Rather than renounce their principles, many, with protestants, 
suffered imprisonment and death : extraordinary as it may seem, such were the 
corruptions of the age, that the persecuted in their turn became persecutors, so 
soon as they had power to exercise their vindictive spirit What Masonic princi- 
ples are, the civil and religious institutions of this country, at this day attest We 
take a laudable pride in acknowledging ourselves descendants of those noble and 
virtuous men, who dared to cast off the prejudices of a corrupt education, to re- 
nounce doctrines not consonant with reason, nor in conformity to the word of 
God. 

The fundamental principles of Masonic institutions are liberty and equality . 
These principles in their infancy were cherished and nurtured in secret society* 
because of the hazard attending their avowed and open promulgation. Hence one 
objection among others against secret societies is, that they are dangerous. We 
admit they are dangerous to arbitrary governments, and men possessing the im- 
pure spirit and principles of arbitrary powers ; these only persecute secret socie- 
ties. Let it be remembered that every improvement in civil and religious opin- 
ions, during the reigns of terror, were first suggested and matured for overt 
operation in secret society, till so much strength had been acquired, that oppres- 
sion, was openly braved and successfully resisted. The reformation commenced 
in Germany, in secret society. Papal power, alarmed for her prerogatives, issued 
her murderous hulls. Thousands were massacred under the proscriptive influ- 
ence of the bloody edict of Nantz. The reformation nevertheless progressed, and 
was the immediate parent of all divil and religious liberty on earth. The refor- 
mation effected much good by removing obstacles to improvement None but 
bigots and friends to arbitrary powers, will allege that secret societies are danger- 
ous to civil and religious liberties. It has been said that secret societies were 
the source from which the reformation originated. We, as Masons, do not claim 
so much honor as is due to the bold, conscientious leaders of the reformation. We 
intend only to establish the fact, that these important principles which led to the 
reformation, liberty and equality , were always nurtured in Masonic societies. 

Well might the antimasonic Abbe Baruel of France, and professor Robison of 
Scotland, both powerful advocates of arbitrary governments, denounce the secret 
Masonic institutions of Germany and France, at the period of the French revolu- 
tion, believing as they did, that the doctrines of liberty and equality, which by 
them were propagated, would eventually subvert both the civil and religious in- 
stitutions of Europe. Abba Baruel has pointed out the causes of what he most 
dreaded, and we live to see the effects in full operation. 

The tyrant in principle and feeling is always the same. Under some govern- 
ment s he is under greater restraints than others. Here , the Fraternity have 
nothing to fear from deadly persecution ; the foe, internally immoral as he may 
be, is restricted in his nefarious actions by penal laws ; still he threatens evils to 
those who do not succumb to the creeds of his assumed orthodoxy and perjured 
practices ; deprived of the power of cutting off heads, he gluts his revengeful ap- 
petite with the destructien of good reputation. The same savage principles were 
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a few yean since in operation, which proscribed men for opinions and burnt her- 
etics at the stake; but power was wanting. 

As a society, Masons have no higher ambition for this life than to make them- 
selves useful membem of the community. Civil preferment, places of honor or 
profit, they never courted. If elected to office, by the fair suffrages of their fel- 
low-citizens, they feel a laudable satisfaction in the performance of its duties. 
They , were ever among the first to encourage freedom of opinions, as a principle 
of their institution, where the persecuted <of every denomination might find an 
asylum. • 

It has been said by their enemies, that Masons are a combination of immoral 
men to subvert all civil and social order. Without calling into tiew many of the 
acknowledged best characters that America ever did produce, and who in their 
lives here testimony to the purity of Masonic principles, it may be demonstrated 
that there are as few morally bad men in the society, as in any denomination 
whatever, not excepting the most pure. 

The time was, when Masonic principles, in a moral point of view, superseded 
all the religious institutions of the world ; that period is past ; the period here al- 
luded tx\ was when all nations bowed in adoration to idols. Under the corrup- 
tions of papal dominion, the Bible, ever esteemed the great light of the Fraternity, 
was industriously concealed in cloisters from the public eye. At this day, we are 
or may be made free by its general diffusion, — by the light of Divine truth ema- 
nating from the sacred volume. The society, without arrogating to itself any 
goodness, has existed, under Divine Providence, for ages, wherein was preserved 
the unity of the God-head, amidst idolatry and universal corruption. 

The use of Masonic societies has been questioned by the ignorant If they 
have been beneficial to its members during the dark ages of idolatry, as protec- 
tion against rapaciousness and murder; if during the wars of all ages, individuals 
have had their lives spared, have been relieved of distress, their wants supplied 
by a Brother under the garb of an enemy, will it be said the institution is 
useless? It is said the charities of the society, being partial in their effects 
are opposed to the Christian doctrines of universal benevolence. The same argu- 
ment is equally valid against all civil and religious societies, so far as "they appro- 
priate their funds to promote their particular views and special purposes. Such 
like feelings will continue to have an operative, influence, until the doctrines of 
Christianity are universally known and become effective on the minds of all men, 
to produce unity of opinion and harmonious concord. This is remote from being 
the state of mankind at the present" period. When the millennial age anticipated 
by Christians will arrive, we are igftorant. Until then, Masonic institutions may 
be useful, as they have been, proportionate to their means of benevolence, — more 
than this, of themselves, can any society predict ? 
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Huntsville , (Mo^) Od . 13, 1843 . 

Bro. Moore : — 

Dear Sir — At a regular meeting of Huntsville Lodge, No. 30, of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, it was 

M Resolved, That N. B. Coates be requested to forward (2 to Brother C.W. 
Moore, the Editor of the Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine, for the third volume of 
that work. We having examined Vol. 2d, sent to Bro. N. B. Coates, and believe it to 
be the best work of the kind ever published. We,* therefore, recommend it to 
every Mason, and particularly to the members of this Lodge.” 

Huntsville Lodge is under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Mo. We 
number about 31 members, the most of whom are warm-hearted Masons. We 
get along rather slowly, owing to the strong opposition we meet with ; but I am 
glad to say that, with the strong aid of your valuable Magazine, we are removing 
a great many of the objections that are urged against us. 

Yours, Fraternally, 

N. B. Coates, W. M. 

Nashville, (Tenn,,) October 20, 1843. 

My Dear Sir:— # # # # # Whilst on the subject of 

printing and publishing, permit me to observe, that I have lately reflected much, 
and regretted too, that so many of our Brethren have undertaken to publish Ma- 
sonic Periodicals. Experience in this kind of business convinces me that one 
Magazine will supply the wants of the whole Fraternity in the United States. 
In that, case, perhaps the proprietor would be remunerated for his labor and 
expenses. Your Magazine is certainly superior to any of the kind I have ever 
seen ; and it would give me great pleasure to know that your labors and useful- 
ness were properly appreciated and rewarded by the Fraternity. 

I have thought it would be a good plan for the Chapters and Lodges in the 
United States, to advertise expelled Masons in your Magazine. It would not do 
to insert a notice of this kind in the body of your work ; but the cover of your 
monthly numbers furnishes a proper place. For this you should make a reasona- 
ble charge — say one dollar for each notice, to be paid to your agent in advance. 
By this medium of advertising, it would be almost impossible that the Craft could 
be imposed on by unworthy and disgraced members. The Grand Lodge of Ten- 
nessee requires the subordinate Lodges to advertise every Mason who may be 
expelled. I am not advised, however, whether this regulation has been adopted 
by any or all the other States of the Union. 

Pardon the liberty I have taken, and believe me, 

Fraternally and respectfully, 

Your friend, J, N. 

Remarks. — Touching the first branch of our correspondent’s remarks, we can 
only say, that if the Fraternity in the United States would have a periodical wor- 
thy of the Institution, they must afford the publisher an adequate support Edi- 
tors are not cameleons. They cannot live on air. 

The suggestion thrown out in the second branch is a good one, and we are 
ready to co-operate with our Brethren in carrying it into effect, should they deem 
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it expedient to try the experiment. For this purpose, we will, should the sug- 
gestion be favorably received,- publish a Register of Expulsions, Suspensions , and 
Restorations , for every Grand Lodge in the country, in an extra sheet, or extra 
pages,* attached to occasional numbers of the Magazine, in such manner as to be 
useful for reference. We believe the effect of such publication would be salutary. 
The fear of it, would greatly lessen the necessity for it — Ed. Mag. 

Brooklyn, ( Conn. J Sept. 20, 1843. 

C. W. Moore, Esq. 

Dear Sir: — # # # # Time will not permit me to 

express the satisfaction, with whidh I have perused your inestimable Magazine. 
It is valuable not only to the Craft for its pure Masonic sentiments, technical 
information, but is, also, a brilliant expounder of the three grand tenets of our 
Order, Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, and can, as such, be put into the hands 
of the initiated, without a blush. I believe your Magazine is one that, (in the words 
of the revered Washington, addressed to your own Grand Lodge,) “may tend to 
convince mankind, that the grand object of Masonry is to promote the happiness of 
the human race.” In my opinion, the honor of the Craft is concerned in supporting 
so able an expounder and defender, and be assured, my dear sir, that I shall do 
all in my power to advance its interests. There are several Masons in this vicin- 
ity, and but few seceders ; and all that is necessary, is, for them to arouse from 
their lethargy, and the prosperity of the Craft is certain. Masonry, I trust, is not 
dead in Connecticut ; but sleepeth ; though there appears to be a supineness on 
the part of the leading Brethren in our State ; unit you give them a kit.* We 
once had some master workmen here ; but their zeal appears to have cooled before 
the blasts of adversity. They need arousing to the claims our beloved Institu- 
tion has upon them, and your Magazine can do it f. s. p. 

PeppereU, Nov. &h, 1843. 

R. W. Brother : — Reflection awakens me to a sense of Masonic duty. The 
time has arrived when every Mason should have his armor girded on, his lamp 
trimmed and burning — and press onward in the path of usefulness. I am sensible 
that, in writing for your Magazine, I am addressing Brethren who are bound to- 
gether by the strong ties of brotherly love and friendship ; and I would call upon 
all who have once been members of the Institution of Freemasonry, to be as punc- 
tual at Lodge meetings as they are at church on the Sabbath. Don’t let it be 
said, Brethren, that you are lukewarm— that youi; popularity forbids you to frequent 
the Temple of Masonry, Where is the Mason who will stand on the battlement 
and see .a fellow-mortal travelling the road to ruin, without pointing to him the 
path that will land him on the blessed shores of immortality ? The Bible is the 
Mason’s guide — the guide of every human being on the earth. 

I regret to say, (in the circle of my acquaintance,) there are men so lost to sensi- 
bility, as to argue that Masonry is hostile to religion, and the holy Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. My Brethren, I regret extremely being compelled to say, that this argu- 
ment is too frequently advanced. ' Yes ! and by those, too, who administer to us 


*Most Certainly — in the words of our correspondent.— Ed. 
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in holy things at the sacred altar. They are as ignorant of the true principles of 
the Masonic Institution as Hottentots; and we must pity their weakness. They 
never can batter down the .walls of an Institution which has stood the shock of 
ages, and which will continue to stand until that All-wise Architect, who raised 
the arches of heaven, and garnished* them with radiant globes of light, shall de- 
clare the consummation of all things. Let us remember that we are members of 
an Institution which is the most honorable on the face of the earth ; — we are sup- 
porters of an Order more honorable than the titles which kings, lords, and dukes 
can confer upon us. Its advantages are numerous ; its benevolence, without limit, 
and its clai&i to our support, powerful. We are taught by our holy Institution to 
work while-' it is day, “ for the night of death cometh when no man can work.” 
To live* soberly, be strictly honest, virtuous, and *walk uprightly before God and 
man. It is our duty, as Masons, as members of society, to preserve inviolate the 
above principles. Then we shall live respected, and die regretted.’ 

Yours, Fraternally, 


L. S. Bancroft. 
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'lOTA SCOTIA. 

St. Andrew's Royal Arch Chapter , No. 55. — The annual election of officers took 
place 23d Sept last, when M. E. the Honorable J.Leander Starr was unanimous- 
ly elected First Principal Z. M. E. Samuel McLearn, 2d Principal H. M. E. 
William Johns, 3d Principal J. M. E. John Willis, (Past 1st Prin ,) Treasurer. 
E. Henry, Craven, Capt of the Host E. William Paw, R. A. Capt E. John M. 
Taylor, P. Sojourner. E. Charles Pohlmann, Recorder. E. Henry Davis, Assist- 
ant Recorder. E. J. Lighterness, Capt 1st Vail. E. John Baxter, Capt 2d Vail, 
E. Jonhston, Capt 1st Vail. E. Samuel Bell, Sentinel. 

A Committee of three Companions was appointed to consider and report at the 
next meeting the most suitable token of respect to be offered to Companion John 
Willis, (Past First Prin. 2t,) for his long and valuable services as the head of this 
R. A. Chapter. 

UNITED STATES. 

* 

KENTUCKY. 

The Grand Lodge' of Kentucky held its annual communication at Lexington, 
in August last A very large representation of Lodges was present The Grand 
Master opened the session in an address to the Grand Lodge* from which we 
make the following extract : 

“ Since our last Grand Annual Convocation I have granted dispensations to eight 
new Lodges, to be holden at the following places, to wit -Paducah, Albany, 
Nicholasville, Owenboro’, Owenton, Clinton, Russellville, and West Point 
Their work will be laid before you in due time, and you will determine whether 
it il such as to entitle them to charters. 
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“ A special meeting of the Grand Lodge was convened at Somerset on the 17th 
day of June last for the purpose of laying the corner stone of a new Masoftic 
Hall for Pulaski Lodge, No. Ill : and on the 24th day of June, the Grand Lodge 
was convened in the city of Covington, to lay the corner stones of a new City 
Hall, and of Trinity Church.” 

orphan’s asylum. 

The committee on this subject made the following report, which was read and 
concurred in : 

“The committee appointed under the “resolution of 184Q, on the subject of a 
Masonic Orphan’s AsyJurn, beg leave to repoVt : 

“ A variety of circumstances have put it out of the power of»your committee to 
deliberate as leisprely or report as fully as the importance of the subject, might 
reasonably demand ; and they must, therefore, content themselves with reporting 
briefly the conclusions upon which they have agreed, without presenting the rea- 
sons by which those conclusions have been superinduced. 

“ First, then, the plan of 1840, so far as submitted to the Grand Lodge, yotir 
committee regard as impracticable, on account of the expensiveness of its plan, 
and unsuitable in its provision — among other things, is the fact that it proposes 
to collect together in One common institution, the male and female orphans, pro- 
posed as its beneficiaries. 

“ Among the various plans presented ia the committee, they have agreed to 
report the following, not as covering the whole ground, but as seeming to be 
the best mode of making a commencement in this great work upon which we can 
now unite. 

“ It is proposed to establish an Institution for the benefit of the orphans of 
deceased Masons in this State, and for destitute children of living Masons ; 
its benefits to be limited to boys over the age of twelve years ; the Institution to 
be located on a farm of suitable quality, size and location ; the Institution to sup- 
port its beneficiaries, and educate them in common English learning and in agri- 
culture, in which they are to labor a suitable portion of time, as well for their sup- 
port as instruction. 

“It is proposed to admit the sons of Masons not in indigent circumstances, to 
the instruction and benefits of the Institution as pay scholars ; and a committee is 
proposed, charged with the duty of prosecuting this design, so far as may be 
practicable and expedient, in the recess of the Grand Lodge. Your committee, 
therefore, submit for adoption, the following resolutions : 

“ Resolved , That it is desirable and expedient, if found practicable, to estab- 
lish in this State an Institution under the auspices of the Grand Lodge, with the 
co-operation of subordinate Lodges, for the support of the destitute children 
and orphans of our Brethren, and for their instruction in English education apd in 
agricultural knowledge and labor — accessible only to boys over, twelve years 
of age. 

“ Resolved , That a committee of five be appointed, whose duty it shall be to seek 
a suitable location for the, proposed Institution, to ascertain the terms on which 
such scite can be procured, the character and cost of the necessary build- 
ing and improvements, fixtures, stock, &a, required to put the proposed Institu- 
tion into operation. Also, to prepare such system of study, labor, apd internal 
police a& they may deem suitable for such an establishment ; to adopt such mea- 
sures as they may judge best for raising subscriptions in aid of the said Institu- 
tion, both on the part of subordinate Lodges and of individuals, and that they be 
required to make report of their proceedings to the Grand Lodge at its next An- 
nual Grand Communication.” 

A resolution was adopted, requiring the Lodges to elect their officers in the 
third degree of Masonry. Fiftyeight Lodges return three hundred and seventy- 
three initiates for the past year. 


0 


54 MASONIC INTELLIGENCE. 

N E W Y O R K . 

We .are indebted to our respected friend and Brother, the Right Worshipful 
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of New York, for a copy of the transactions 
of that body, from September, 1842, to September, 1843. The year indicated has 
been one of unusual activity^and the printed proceedings manifest a degree of 
industry <?n the part of Br. Herring, which is no less honorable to him as an 
active and zealous Mason, than the result will be beneficial, not merely to his 
own Grand Lodge, but to the whole Fraternity of the country. We give below 
such extracts as we have room for in the present number : 

FROM THE DEPUTY GRAND MASTER’S ADDRESS, AT THI 
OPENING *OF THE GRANDLODGE, JUNE 7. 

“ Once more convened according to the custom of the Ancient Craft, in our 
annual assembly, wisely to consider, and gravely to discuss such measures as are 
of interest to Masons aDd Masonry, I am happy to be enabled to congratulate you 
on the prosperous condition of the Institution throughout the world, and especial- 
ly on the favorable progress of events, during the past year, in the wide extent of 
our own country. The Fraternal intercourse with tho Grand Lodges of Europe 
is gradually increasing in interest and satisfaction ; and it is most probable, by 
prudent and proper measures, steddily pursued, a perfect harmony may be effect- 
ed among all the regular Lodges of the old world and the new, and that fhe ex- 
clusiveness which has been created in the last century, by systems and prejudice, 
will give place to the reciprocity of benefits which will result from' universal tol- 
eration. 

GRAND LODGE CERTIFICATES. 

The measures generally, which were proposed and put in operation at our last 
annual communication, have proved highly advantageous, and will become more 
so hereafter, if strictly and uniformly practised. I will mention particularly the 
regulations relating to Grand Lodge Certificates, and Registry. Cfrcumhtances 
have come to my knowledge, which I do not deem it expedient at present to men- 
tion, but, they are of such a nature as carry with them ample proof of the neces- 
sity of the most inflexible adherence to those Regulations by every Lodge in this State. 

A LODGE CANNOT TRY ITS MASTER. 

Since our last communication a great variety of business of interest to the Craft 
has passed under my observation, some portions of which involving important 
questions of right and wrong, I cannot avoid laying before you, that the deci- 
sions I have found it my duty to make, may have your approbation or revision, as 
you may regard them correct, or otherwise. 

The first case I have to state, is one in which the rights and privileges of the 
Master of a Lodge were placed in jeopardy by the action of his Lodge. After 
the Lodge was opened, the Master had occasion to be absent for a short time, 
leaving the Senior Warden in the chair. On his return to his seat, he found that 
charges had' been preferred against him, and a committee appointed to try him, 
and the Senior Warden refused to return to his hands the Warrant and Mallet of 
the Lodge ; complaint being made to me by the Master, I directed the Grand 
Secretary to inform the said Senior Warden, that it wAs my direction that he 
should forthwith return the Warrant to the hands of the Master, and that the ac- 
tion of the Lodge on that case must be suspended, and the members hold them- 
selves in readiness to maintain their charges before the Grand Steward’s Lodge, 
which was all promptly complied with by the parties. The ground of my deci- 
sion is this ; the Master of a Lodge is only subject to impeachment and trial be- 
fore his peers, who are acquainted with his duties, but which the members gene- 
rally of a Lodge cannot know, uHtil they are themselves seated in the Oriental 
Chair. 
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INITIATION IN A CLANDESTINE LODGE. 

The next case involving an important principle, which I have to state, is in re- 
lation to the initiation of a person who had been previously received in a clan- 
destine Lodge. In conformity to the Constitution, and the By-Laws of the Lodge 
to which he applied, he paid $20, the regular initiation fee, but after his initia- 
tion, the Lodge returned nim $15. At the time these facts were made known to 
me, I was also informed that other candidates were on the books of that Lodge 
for Initiation, and on the same terms. Regarding this course of action on the 
part of the Lodge as a direct violation of Masonic duty, and a circumvention of 
the Constitution, I caused a letter to be addressed to the Lodge. 

IRREGULARITY IN CONFERRING DEGREES. 

From the register of the past year, it appears that of the noviciates of the Or- 
der in this city, more than half are raised to the rank of Master Masons in a fort- 
night from their initiation, many in the course of a week or ten days, others in 
two or three days, and some within twenty four hours, even without the permis- 
sion of the Grand Master. The circumstances of a candidate may and do some- 
times justify the making by dispensation, and when this is the case, and upon 
proper application, it has never been refused. Finding the extent to which the 
rapid process of conferring degrees had been tolerated, and the rights of the Grand 
Master and the Grand Lodge infringed, I determined to Vindicate the Grand Mas- 
ter’s prerogative, and the financial interest of the Grand Lodge, and at the same 
time to call the attention of the Masters of Lodges to the impropriety of confer- 
ring the degrees of Masonry in the rapid succession which has extensively pre- 
vailed in this city, a practice which I am satisfied is full of evils, is not justified 
by ancient practice, and which requires correction. 

CONCLUSION. 

Brethren — in conducting the affairs of our Institution, every member has some 
duty to perform. The carelessness or negligence of some, can in no way justify 
indifference in others. To us, however, it peculiarly belongs — to exemplify the 
principles and practice which we teach. To this Body appertains the full control 
of an Institution abounding in the most glorious capabilities. It is our duty to 
give to our powers, that direction which will insure the most permanent, satisfac- 
tory and beneficial results. It is I believe a universal sentiment that in the Frater- 
nity, there exists an ability to do a greater amount of good than any other associa- 
tion on earth. Let us then unite in our efforts to build up our Fraternal Temple 
upon a solid foundation, not looking for the realization of all our hopes and ex- 
pectations in the contracted space of a day or a year, but with a determination to 
persevere in every good and honorable work, and with a confidence that in pro- 
portion to our exertions with united hearts and hands, will those works progress. 

These, my Brethren, are a few of the subjects to which your attention is invi- 
ted this session. Others of importance, both in relation to our Foreign and Do- 
mestic affairs will be laid before you by the proper Grand Officers and Commit- 
tees. I have now only to recommend that the Brethren will, with me, lay aside 
all personal considerations, and invoking the blessing of the Divine Architect of 
the Universe upon our labors, enter on the work before us with a fixed determina- 
tion to rebuild a Temple out of the materials in our hands, which shall call forth 
the admiration and praise of every beholder.” 

The topics presented by the Deputy Grand Master in the above address, were 
subsequently referred to a committee, and, on their report, his views were sustain- 
ed by the Grand Lodge. 

NEW MASONIC HALL. ASTLUM FOR AGED MASONS, THEIR 
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS. 

The Committee to whom was referred the subject relative to the raising of a 
fund as a nucleus for the erection of a Masonic Hall in the City of New York, 
for the use of the Grand Lodge, and the subordinate Lodges, with the ultimate 
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view of establishing an Asylum for worthy decayed Masons, their Widows and 
Orphans, beg leave to Report : % 

That they do not deem it expedient, at this present juncture, to enter into a de- 
tailed statement further than to give their views in relation to its importance, and 
the means that may be resorted to in order to the accomplishment of this most 
beneficent design. Your Committee are well aware of the prejudices entertained 
by many of our Brethren, and of the community at large, in the belief that the 
building in our city known as the Masonic Hall, was erected by the Grand Lodge; 
and now point to it as & magnificent failure ; we would disabuse their minds of this 
error, and state for their information, that some of the subordinate Lodges invest- 
ed their funds in this building ; the Grand Lodge never had any interest further 
than that of renting it from year to year; they had no control of its finances, 
nor share in its interest When the revolution took place that brought desolation 
and ruin on the commercial world, the funds of the Grand Lodge were so situated 
that they partook of the consequences of the general panic, and we, who were 
rich, became apparently poor. Yet amid this dampening cloud, we did not des- 
pair, and by the adoption of a prudential and wise policy, we see our financial 
condition improving. We are relieving ourselves from debt, and ere long the in- 
stitution will be enabled to place itself upon a firm and independent basis. With 
these prospects before us, let the pride of our ancient Institution be aroused to a 
new and energetic action in the protection of the needy Brethren, and the pro- 
viding for their widows and helpless orphans* - 

“ For he who in dull languor lies, 

To glorious deeds will never rise ; 

Like a dull weed he vegetates, and dies.” 

In the raising of a fund to erect a substantial edifice, that shall be appropriate 
to the wants of the Grand Lodge and its subordinate Lodges, that when finished, 
the rents arising therefrom shall go to a fund for the erection of an Asylum, that 
shall in time prove to the Masonic Body in the same light as the Asylum Des In- 
valids of Paris. France calls it her child, and she styles France her mother. 
There the stranger may see the little orphan clinging with enraptured embrace 
around its beloved protectors. 

Already have we seen presented to this Grand Lodge, a petition, with subscrip- 
tions averaging from one to five dollars, amounting to over three hundred dollars, 
to commence the .plan ; another is in existence, (so your committee are informed) 
having about $500 subscribed to further the same object 

The error heretofore has been to commence operations before a suitable fund 
was raised. Let not a dollar be touched until an adequate sum shall be raised to 
erect the building, then it will stand firm, and not be subject to the convulsions 
of mercaptile operatioqs. 

The Lodge is gradually freeing itself from the debt it owes its Treasurer, in 
part by the registry fees, and the Grand Lodge certificates. When the treasury 
shall have been satisfied, where can we devote this little income to a better pur- 
pose than that of a suitable building for us to meet in. 

If a few, feeling inspired by the spirit of their forefathers, can raise several 
hundred dollars on an offering to arouse our energies, what may we not antici- 
pate when this Grand Lodge shall take hold of it with its whole might, and the 
determination of its members to lay the foundation of an Institution that shall 
have the God of our ancestors for its shield and protector. 

And your Committee cannot refrain from indulging the pleasing hope, that the 
day is not fir distant, when, may be seen, amid the green and luxuriant foliage of 
some beautiful and retired spot — on the margin of some of our silvery lakes, if 
vou please — the neat and substantial edifice, erected for those whom we are 
bound by the most solemn obligations to protect and make happy. 

With these views, your Committee would offer the following resolutions to the 
consideration of this Grand Lodge : 

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, feels itself impe- 
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riously called upon, by a sense of duty to itself, to declare that a suitable edifice 
should be provided for its meetings and those of the subordinate Lodges of this 

City. 

Resolved^ That, after the debt due by the Grand Lodge shall be paid, the 
moneys arising from the registry fees and Grand Lodge certificates, shall he ves- 
ted in a fund to be appropriated to the erection of a suitable building for the use 
this Grand Body, 

Resolved) That the individual Lodges, under the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Lodge, be solicited to give their aid by subscriptions to this object. 

Resolved^ That a Committee be appointed by the Grand Lodge to draft a Cir- 
cular to the Lodges and Brethren of this State, setting forth the objects herein 
specified, and asking their aid and co -operation, 

Resolved, That the Trustees of the Permanent Fund be authorized to take 
charge of the funds which have been, or may hereafter be collected for the above 
purposes. 

AU or which is respectfully submitted. 

W. WlLIUS, 

John D. Willard, 
Richard Carrm^ue, 

J. H, ft. oo e a s 

The Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, is particularly in- 
teresting and valuable. We give such extracts as we have room for ; 

GERMANY. — INITIATION OF JEWS. 

Grand Lodge of Germany*— On the 24th of April, 1841, the Grand Master gave 
an explanation of a black balling of an Israelite which had taken place in Ferdi- 
nand Caroline Lodge, which led to inquiry in consequence of his being afterwards 
received in Sl George’s Lodge. As it is important the Fraternity in this country 
should understand the true state of this controversy respecting the reception of 
Jewish Brethren in Germany, we give the explanation of the G, M, 

“Aceordingto the book of Constitution the Master of the Lodge Ferdinand 
Caroline, to which the proposed Brother would belong, called together a commit- 
tee, composed of the G* Master, his deputy, five presiding Masters, and the two 
Wardens of the Lodge, to examine the ground of dissention j seventeen out of the 
twenty dissenting Brethren, who drew the black halls, reported themselves and 
gave their motives, one of the Brethren after consulting the Master, withdrew 
his black ballot. It is much to he regretted that three Brethren neglected their 
duties by not reporting themselves, and it is to be left to their own feelings to 

O 'je of their behavior There were a eve rat reasons given for drawing black 
a. The first of all is of stick a nature , that the committee had to expunge and 
expel it, being exactly the contrary of what the old landmarks of Freemasotinj re- 
cognize as legal* ■* — ■- 

Another motive of dissention was fear of what is not to be expected, and at all 
events is not sufficient at the present period to act against the principles of our 
Masonry. Some other less important motives fell away of themselves. 

The Brethren of the conference, therefore, think themselves in duty bound to 
repel the motives against the admission of a Brother of Jewish faith as not itiJjS- 
dent) particularly as 

1. Nothing against the character of the proposed was brought forward, nor 
can be. 

3. The admission does not contain any thing against our laws and principles. 
3. The Grand Lodges of England, France, Holland and North America, as 
also their daughter Lodges long count Brethren of Jewish persuasion amongst 
their members* 
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The Committee feels convinced that this declaration will suffice to the dissent- 
ing Brethren, and that an act which our old landmarks recognize as legal, cannot 
disturb the good relation between Brethren who till now have been happily uni- 
ted by ties of love and true friendship.” 

After reading this declaration the Grand Master continued : “ This case is set- 
tled in the spirit of our Constitution ; and it is expected that this affiliation will 
not create any disharmony with Lodges of other systems. By our laws, by our 
principles, based upon the English Book of Constitution, framed of old documents 
of the Lodges, the name of religion which a Brother professes does not make any 
difference. We ask of him to belong to that religion in which all good men 
ought to agree, viz : to be a good, true man and citizen, a man of honor and pro- 
bity. He binds himself to that with us, not upon a particular chapter of the Old 
or New Testament, but upon a book holy to him, the Bible, as a symbol of faith 
and belief in a higher order of things — as the oldest document of human educa- 
tion. If even yet some of the Lodges in Germany will not receive an Israelite as 
a member, it is to be hoped that this yet existing principle, nearly alone in Ger- 
many, will be shortly abolished .^Jln all the English Lodges, Israelites are re- 
'ceived,' except ‘tirthe GmiSfan Lodge, ‘ The Pilgrim,’ in London, which works 
after the system of Zinnendorf, but they willingly admit them as visiters.” 

Communications from New York, Georgia and New Jersey, were received. 
The Grand Master of Hamburg, in a letter recently received by his Representa- 
tive here, after acknowledging the receipt of 500 Marks Banco from the Lodges 
in New York, for the relief of the Brethren who were sufferers by die great fire. 
and communicating the grateful sentiments of those benefited, says, You inquire 
of me. Dear Brother, if there are Lodges in Germany that do not admit Israelites 
to their work? Alas! it is too true. TThis point has often heretofore been the 
cause of discourse ; and my Grand Lodge, m particular, has for years renewed 
this subject from time to time. I have not at hand ray protocol, but I think it was 
in April, 1841, on the occasion of receiving an Israelite in our Lodge, as also in 
our last festival Lodge, on the 4th of September last, I touched this question. 
You know we have, in Germany, several Grand Lodges, viz : 


Zu den drei Weltkugeln, (The Three Globes,)} 

Royal York zur Freundschaft, > at Berlin. 

Die Grosse Landes Loge von Prussen, J 

Die Grosse Landes Loge von Hanover. 

Die Grosse Landes Loge von Sachsen zu Dresden. 

Die Grosse Landes Loge des eklektischen Bundes zu Frankfort 
Die Grosse Landes Loge zur Sonne, zu Bayreuth. 

Die Grosse Loge zu Hamburg. 

Now, as it may easily be conceived, the three Grand Lodges at Berlin having the 
greatert number of subordinate Lodges, make the strongest resistance to the re- 
ception of Israelites, either members or visiters, and of these three, the chief op- 
poser is the Grtasse Eanbes JLoge* Perhaps we may admit, that according to the 
rituals here, they dare not initiate a Jew, but why not give him admittance as a 
visiter, provided he is a member of a regularly constituted Lodge ? But even 
this cannot be obtained. 


The two other Grand Lodges of Berlin, which are connected with us by Rep- 
resentatives, have the same desire. The Grand Lodge of the Three Globes pro- 
posed to the members of the other Lodges to grant the admission of visiters at the 
least, but was not successful, as you will find in my protocol of September 4, (not 
received.) The first officers of both Grand Lodges, the Three Globes and Royal 
York, intend not to give up the cause, but the Grand Lodge naming itself from 
Germany, will hardly ever yield. That Grand Lodge, together with her subordi- 
nate Lodges, work in the higher degrees, and according to their principles, a 
* union is almost impossible. My Grand Lodge recognizes but the three St J ohn’s 
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degrees, and therefore there never existed an intimate conneetion between us ; 
and although we live to all appearances on friendly terms with the Grand Lodge 
in Hamburg, styled ‘Of the Province of Lower Saxony,’ yet the Jewish question 
has very often been the cause of discussion between us. This Lodge is a subor- 
dinate of the Crosse JSunbes Hoge, and cannot officially declare their intention 
of admitting the Jews as visiters. All the other Grand Lodges in Germany 
raise no objections against the Israelites, but admit them as visiters. The same 
is done by the other Grand Lodges of Europe, with the exception of Sweden, 
which keeps pace with the Grosse Bundes Loge zu Berlin.” The same writer 
afterwards adds, “ I learn that the subordinate to the Grand Lodge of Hanover, ‘ zur 
Ceder,’ does not admit Jews. The subordinates of the Grosse Loge des eklektis- 
chen Bundes, at Frankfort ; ‘ Socrates zur Standhaftigkeit,’ ‘ Socrates zur Einig- 
keit,’ and ‘ Carl zum Licht,’ do also raise objections to the Jews. Also the Lodge 
‘Zum Aufgehenden Morgenrothe,’ chartered from England, and the Lodge 
‘ Zum Frankfurter Adler,’ chartered by the G. Orient of Paris, (which only con- 
sists of Jews,) do even not receive them.” 

From the transactions of the Grand Lodge of Frankfort on the Main, we quote 
the following illustrative extract : 

The Right Worshipful Grand Master stated Extracts from the Minutes of the 
Right Worehipful Grand Lodge of the Kingdom of Hanover, under date of May 
1, 1841 2 

u Among other matters concerning the relations of the Grand Lodge with 
Lodges under her jurisdiction, the Right Worshipful Brother Grand Orator, Dr. 
Brandis, again alluded to the initiation into the Craft (previously noticed) of an 
Israelite, viz. Bro. Dr. Alexander, of Altona, by the Worshipful Lodge ‘of the 
Silver Unicorn,’ at Nienburg. From communications with this Lodge, it appears 
that ‘in respect of formality and compliance with the statutes, the matter could 
only be noticed as an instance of deviation from the Ritual concerning the use of 
the Bible ; to authorize which deviation according to §107 of the statutes, the pre- 
vious consent (not in that instance obtained) of the Grand Lodge, was necessary.’ 
Hereupon it was resolved to direct a Fraternal communication to the Lodge, 
calling their attention, by way of Brotherly remembrance, to that deviation, cou- 
pled however with the remark, that this Grand Lodge would not, and did not, by 
that communication, commit themselves to any acknowledgment of the senti- 
ments entertained by that Lodge respecting the general admissibility into the 
Craft of professors of the Mosaic Religion, it being a subject on which considera- 
ble difference of opinion was still manifested, and on which the Grand Lodge 
still entertained very great reluctance, facts which from the communications of 
the Grand Lodge Minutes; that Worshipful Lodge could well have understood. 

The Grand Lodge of the Three Globes at Berlin, report, on the 2d of Feb., 
1842, that an answer dated the 3d of March, 184i, was received from the Illus- 
trious Brother, Prince of Netherlands, respecting the admission of Brethren of the 
Israelitish persuasion, in possession of proper certificates given by the Lodges of 
Netherlands, and in consequence of the abovementioned answer, the following 
law was proposed : 

“Every Brother Mason showing proper evidence of being a member of a 
Lodge, acknowledged by the Grand National Mother Lodge, is to be admitted to 
the degree of work, so far as Brethren of other rites are admitted, and such Broth- 
er is to be admitted to our Lodges without questioning as to his religious belief.” 

But according to articles 30, 31, 33 and 53, of the Constitution, the matter was 
postponed till next quarterly meeting. 

On the 3d of March, 1842, this very important matter was brought forward and 
led to very animated debates. 

After many eloquent speeches, made with a spirit of Christian liberality, by the 
Worshipful Brothers Schmuckert, Klug, Schmidt, III. Vater, Loest, and Mes- 
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serschmit, in favor of the law ; and the Worshipful Brothers, Von Blomberg, Ma- 
rot and Van Reeder expressing their opposition to the law, for they desired to 
show, that ihe person in possession of a certificate of an acknowledged Masonic 
Lodge is entitled to an admission, but in many cases a Lodge has the power (even 
if the person is a member of a Lodge of the same rite) to refuse admittance, and 
further adding, that Christianity is the foundation of Masonry, and it is necessary 
to strive against the prevailing opinion that Masonry encourages infidelity. 

The Most Worshipful National Grand Master then briefly summing up the de- 
bates as to the question whether persons belonging to the religion of Moses 
should be admitted as Masons, depends solely on the rites of which the different 
Fraternities have been established. According to the rites, the Grand National 
Mother Lodge of the Three Globes, is founded and based on Christian rites and 
forms, and consequently the membership of a person not belonging to the Chris- 
tian Church is not admissible, but it is characteristic of our system to be just and 
tolerant as to the opinion of others. It is not the object of the Grand National 
Mother Lodge not to acknowledge as Masons, such whose rites are not based on 
the rites of the Christian Church, and we do not wish it to be considered that we 
publicly or secretly deny them as Free and Accepted Masons. We should do so 
if we would look upon certificates given by such Lodges as not legal, but we must 
even refuse admittance to every Prussian subject who was made a Mason out of 
Prussia, before arriving at the age of 25, for such is the law of the land to which 
we belong. The indefatigable striving of our high authorities have succeeded so 
far in establishing friendly feeling with other rites of Masonry, which friendly 
feeling would only be prevented by the matter in question. After the conclu- 
ding discussions they proceeded to take the question, 27 active members be- 
ing present, 16 voted in favor of the proposed law, and 11 against the same, and the 
question considered as carried by a majority. But although the majority voted 
in favor of the law, it still requires according to article 61 of the Constitution, a 
majority of two-thirds, and accordingly the matter was postponed in consequence 
of article 35 of the Constitution, which permits it to be brought forward again in 
the course of one year.” 

The Committee conclude their report as follows : . 

u On a review of the correspondence of the past year, we are gratefully impres- 
sed with the efforts which have been made by several of the Grand Lodges in the 
United States to give to their benevolence an enduring character , by the erection 
of Seminaries of Learning for the Orphans of the Fraternity, and we rejoice in 
the prospect which is thereby presented, that where the circle of Masonic chari- 
ty has been almost closed against the race of itinerant speculators, it has expand- 
ed in. favor of a helpless portion of our covenant family, concerning whom there 
can be no mistake. We would here also suggest that the firm stand which has 
been taken by this and other Grand Lodges of the Union, in favor of requiring 
Grand Lodge Certificates from strangers, should be earnestly commended to the 
concurrence of those Grand Lodges, which have not yet acted on the subject It 
must be uniformly and strictly enforced, or the good proposed by the adoption of 
the measure will be but imperfectly realized. 

In the correspondence from beyond sea, the portions we have selected for pub- 
lication, exhibit some singular points. The most remarkable is the exclusion of 
Jewish Brethren, by some of the German Grand Lodges, which is a subject requir- 
ing the attention of the other Grand Lodges of this country, as much as our own, 
and we are surprised that it should have escaped the attention of so many, after 
the notice taken of the subject by our Committee of last year. But we are con- 
vinced that we, and all the Grand Lodges, have paid too little attention to that 
free and fraternal intercourse with each other which the great interests of the 
Craft require.” 
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Doct. George Craghead, was born in Lunenburg County, Va., September 
25th, 1796, and died in the town of Danville, Va., where he had resided upwards 
of fifteen years, on the 20th June, 1843, 

The following is an extract from the report of a committee of funeral arrange- 
ments, appointed by the Roman Eagle Lodge : 

u But your committee could not stop here, in justice to the memory of the illus- 
trious man — illustrious for his manifold virtues —whose memory it is our purpose 
to honor — or to the feelings of the members of this Lodge, profoundly penetrated 
as they are with grief, at this most afflicting dispensation of Divine Providence, 
by which they have been deprived of a Brother, whose virtues shone out ‘like a 
city set upon a hilLwhich cannot be hid.’ His heart was warmed by a steady 
philanthropy, which, while it ennobled his own character, reflected honor alike 
on his species, on the society in which he lived — and on the Fraternity of which 
he was & member. He had 

t A tear f or pity. 

And a hand open as day to melting charity. 7 

He clothed the naked— fed the hungry, and poured the ‘ balm of Gilead* into the 
wounds of the broken hearted. During twenty odd years his professional servi- 
ces were sought after, and given in the spirit ‘ of a ministering Angel,’ from the 
cottage to the palace. His professional Brethren united with the people among 
whom he practised so many years, in awarding to him, the most discriminating 
judgment, eminent attainments, and the highest rank in his profession. He was 
emphatically a Virginia gentleman of the old school. The truest friend — the wi- 
sest counsellor — he taught and practised, ‘ peace on earth, and good will to men.’ 
We could not recount the instances of his* beneficence, practised all his life, far 
more for the benefit of others than for himself, within any reasonable limits — the 
united voice of the people among whom he lived, and died, award him justly, the 
character of a public benefactor. Stricken down in the bloom of manhood, and 
in the meridian of his usefulness, he descends to the tomb, amidst the tears and 
the lamentations of a whole community. The honors bestowed pn his character, 
are beautiful, because full blown. His bright example will win those who come 
after him, to make their sacrifices also, on the Altar, and in the Tf.mple of 
Virtue.” 

The following proceedings were had by Pittsylvania Lodge, No. 24, upon the 
annunciation of the death of Dr. Craghead : 

“ At a meeting of Pittsylvania Lodge No, 24, convened at their Room, on Wed- 
nesday the 21st day of June, A. L. 5843, A. D. 1843 — the following preamble and 
resolutions were unanimously adopted, to wit : 

This Lodge having heard of the death of their late Brother, Dr. George Crag- 
hend, feel it their duty as it is their melancholy pleasure, to give a lasting testi- 
monial of the high virtues which adorned his character while living, and to min- 
gle in the last offices to be performed to him when dead. 

Endowed with a strong and vigorous mind, matured by reading, by enlarged 
observation, and by profound thought, he dignified and adorned his profession by 
a successful prosecution of it for nearly five and twenty years with the highest 
reputation — cordial, sincere, and unpretending, he was a welcome and cherished 
companion of every circle which he entered ; softening them by his benevolence, 
enlivening them by bis humor, and instructing them by his understanding. His 
heart, free from every taint of selfishness, unchilled by time or vicissitude, uncur- 
bed by any calculation of the cost, opened wide to receive every appeal of misfor- 
tune, every tale of sorrow, and every demand of poverty. His benevolence, 
bounded only by human want, responded quickly to each of these calls, and pour- 
ed forth its offerings with a generosity which showed that he lived not for him- 
self, and that his means, his labors, and his faculties were only prized by him. 
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that they might minister to the wants and happiness of others. Of strict integrity, 
warm in friendship, slow to condemn, quick to excuse, humane, confiding, social, 
cool and unimpassioned, he had every qualification to attach and retain every 
heart that he approached. 

Few men had more friends, still fewer less enemies, if indeed he had one. To 
perpetuate so far as we can # the character of such a man, is alike the office of 
friendship and the duty of morality ; for though death has robbed us of the living 
man, it has left untouched the remembrance of his virtues, and has perfected by 
its seal the purity of the example which his life afforded. Therefore 

Resolved , unanimously , That in the death of our late Brother, Doctor George 
Craghead, his profession has lost a distinguished member, society a most valued 
and exalted citizen, the cause of Masonry a faithful Brother ; and the commu- 
nity in which he lived a warm friend, a delighful companion, and a warm phi- 
lanthropist 

Resolved , That we will attend the funeral of our lamented Brother on to-mor- 
row ; that a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions be sent to the rela- 
tions of the deceased, and another to the Editors of the Danville Reporter, Watch- 
man of the South, Lynchburg Virginian and Richmond Whig. 

j Resolved, That in testimony of respect for the memory of the deceased, we 
will wear crape on the left arm for the space of thirty days. 

Resolved, That we will ourselves unite, and hereby invite the members of the 
Roman Eagle Lodge No. 122, and the friends generally of the deceased, to unite, 
in subscribing the means for erecting a suitable monument to the memory of the 
deceased. 

Resolved , That the foregoing preamble and resolutions be communicated also 
to the Roman Eagle Lodge No. 122. 

Jno. A. Clark, w. m. p. i* 

Jacob T. Coles, Sec’y, l.” 

Near Memphis, Ten., on the 30th August last, Gen. Thomas, J. Porter, of 
Victoria, Miss., aged 38 years. The Memphis Enquirer speaks of the deceased, 
as follows : 

“ We are not in the habit of indulging in eulogies upon the dead ; but we trust 
that a departure from our custom, in the present instance, may be pardoned to the 
promptings of a long and intimate friendship. For many years we have known 
Thomas J. Porter; and we can truly say that we have seldom known a man who 
combined in so eminent a degree all the high attributes of a truly noble nature. 
As a man, he was that most admirable specimen of God’s workmanship — an hon- 
est, true-hearted gentleman ; honest in his dealings with his fellow-men, honest 
in thought, honest in act, honest in all his feelings and purposes. As a friend he 
was sincere, disinterested and true ; as a citizen, patriotic and public spirited ; as 
a husband, kind, refinedly respectful, and devoted ; as a father, tenderly affection- 
ate. In all the relations of life, he was scrupulous almost to fastidiousness in the 
discharge of his various duties ; and displayed, throughout his life, the possession 
of that high and manly courage which shrinks at no consequence, however appal- 
ling, in pursuing what he deemed the right. 

The remains of our friend were deposited in the tomb on Thursday evening, at- 
tended by a great number of our citizens, and an unusually large procession of 
the Masonic Fraternity, of which the deceased was a worthy member. The Ma- 
sonic ceremonies were performed in ample form by the Past Grand Master of 
Tennessee, preceded by the services of the Church by Rev. Mr. Hyer.” 

In Edinburgh, Lord Robert Ker, Assistant Adjutant-General of Scotland, 
aged 63 years. He was Brother to that Marquis of Lothian who was Grand 
Master of Scotland, in 1794 — 5. He was initiated in Edinburgh, and had been 
several times Master of St. David’s Lodge, and at the head of the Naval and Mil- 
itary Chapter, in that city. 
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Samuel Turner, J. W. 

Morgan P. Ellis, Treas. 

Alex. C. Blacknell, Secy. 

Aehael Woods, S. D. 

Jonathan Trober, J. D. 

Isaac Smith, Steward and Tyler. 
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Missouri- — A correspondent writes ns from 
Missouri, that the Grand Lodge of that State, 
at its late communication, “ adopted unani- 
mously the National System of work, at 
agreed upon by the Convention. The work 
and lectures were received a ad applauded as 
genuine old Masonry to the very letter, by 
the oldest and best Masons in our State.” 
Our correspondent also communicates the 
gratifying intelligence, that the Grand Lodge 
has succeeded in discharging the heavy debt 
incurred by the purchase nt the Marion Col- 
lege property — now called “ The Masonic 
College of Missouri.” We have no room to 
express the great pleasure the achievement 
of this splendid result inspires in our hsart. 
It covers our Missouri Brethren all over with 
glory, and entitles them to the lasting grati- 
tude of their Brethren everywhere. We shall 
recur to the subject at another time. 

Masonic Melodies.— The reader will find, 
in the present number of the Magazine, three 
additional Masdnic lyrics from the pen of E. 
W. Brother Power, which we have no hesi- 
tancy in saying, are superior to any three Mb* 
sonic songs to lie found elsewhere in the lan- 
guage. Br. Power is engaged in writing a 
series for Lodge and other Masonic purposes, 
which, when completed, will he published in 
a volume and offered to the Fraternity. We 
shall give the particulars in a future number. 

The Grand Lodge of Ohio, at its late 
annual meeting, adopted the work and lec- 
tures recommended by the National Conven- 
tion. We understand further that the meet- 
ing was an exceedingly interesting one, aud 
that there was a very general attendance. 
We shall probably be able to give an abstract 
of the proceedings in our next. 

JjT The Charges forwarded by our re- 
spected Brother in Virginia, are excellent, 
and will appear in our next. Our pages were 
pre-occupied, or they should have had a place 
in the present number. We shall be happy 
to hear from him whenever and as often as 
may soil his convenience. 

09- We have several addresses on hand, 
received some time since, vfhieh will be ex- 
amined and disposed of at our earliest con- 
venience. We neither forget nor neglect the 
favors of our correspondents, though we are 
not always able to give them so prompt at- 
tention as we could desire. 


09* In August last, we forwarded a number 
of extra copies of the Magazine to Brandon, 
Mi. We have not heard whether they were 
received. Will the Brethren who ordered 
them, please inform us ? 


fjr To Agents. — We must again urge 
upon our agents the necessity of an early 
settlement of their accounts for the past year. 
We would also request them to make the col- 
lections for the current year. The amount 
due from eac^i subscriber is trifling, and onght 
not to be retained from us. The complaint 
of hard times can hardly be admitted as a 
valid excuse for non-payment, in a matter of 
two dollars. Besides, we cannot afford to lay 
out of our money. The profits of the work, 
were the subscriptions all punctually paid, 
would afford but a small compensation for, 
the labor bestowed upon it. 

O' No. 12.— We have bad several calls 
for the 12lh number of the first vol. of the 
Magazine, a copy of which we have not on 
hand. We think, however, there may be 
some mistake. By an accidental error of the 
printer, the cover of the I2lh number of the 
first volume is made to indicate the 12th num- 
ber of the second volume. The date and 
number on the first page, (after the cover,) 
are correctly given. If, therefore, any sub- 
scriber finds that he has what, from the cov- 
ers, purports to be two copies of No. 12, vol. 
2, he will probably find one of them to be No. 
12, sol. l. 

XjT Owr agent at Natchez is informed that 
three copies of the 2d vol. of the Magazine, 
hound, have been sent to his address through 
ths house of Buckner & Stanton, New Or- 
leans. We have not yet been able to obtain 
the first vols. Can they not be had in 
Natchez, of subscribers who do not care to 
keep a regular set of the work/? If not, we 
wity try to obtain them. 

|> Notices of the celebration of tbe ap- 
proaching anniversary of St. John, will find 
feady admission into our pages. This anni- 
versary is more generally celebrated by oar 
Southern Brethren, than that of the 24th of 
June. The Grand Lodge of this State, how- 
ever, seldom fails to notice it. 

fir We regret to notice the death of the 
venerable Br. Des Etakgs, at Paris. H» 
was one of the most intelligent and accom- 
lished Masons in France. He was eight y- 
ve years of age. 

» Br. F. S. Palmes is oar authorized 
agent lor Benton, Ldwndes Co., Ala., and 
vicinity. 

E Br. Henry Lenba, of Cynthiana, is our 
ized agent for Cynthiana, Paris, Mil- 
lersburgh, ana Leesburg^ Kentucky. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF 
TENNESSEE. 

We have given in succeeding pages of the present number of the 
Magazine, copious extracts from the printed proceedings of the M. W. 
Grand Lodge of Tennessee, had at its annual communication in October 
last. Several subjects of more than ordinary interest and importance were 
brought under consideration. Among them were two which have been 
fully and freely discussed in our pages ; and which would, therefore, seem 
to justify, if not to require, at least a passing notice at our hands. 

That in respect to which we feel the deepest interest, — because most 
essentially affecting the interests of the Institution, — is the question of the 
religious qualifications of candidates for admission into the Fraternity. 
If the reader will refer to the Magazine for December, 1842, he will find 
the first of a series of articles, in which what we conceive to be a very 
objectionable provision on this subject, as contained in the By-Laws of 
the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, is stated and discussed. It requires that 
the Lodges under That jurisdiction, shall propose to all candidates for the 
privilege of Masonry, the following question : — 

u Do you seriously declare upon your honor, that you believe in the 
existence of a God, and a state of future rewards and punishments 

This question was added, in 1823, by the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, 
to the declarations usually required of the candidate. But, if we are cor- 
rectly informed, it remained nearly inoperative, — the Lodges tacitly de- 
clining to carry it into effect, — until the last year ; when the By-Laws 
having been referred to a committee for revision, it was revived and incorpo- 
rated among the permanent regulations. This brought the question of its 
propriety fairly before the Fraternity, and elicited the discussion to which 
we have alluded. We objected to it at the time, as being a dangerous in- 
novation upon the ancient regulations of the Craft. To repeat the Ian- 
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guage used by us on that occasion, it is decidedly sectarian in its charac 
ter, and would exclude from the Lodges, a large, respectable, and increas- 
ing class of the religious community. It is not a class to which we belong, 
nor with whose peculiar views we sympathize. But it is one which, as 
Masons, we are bound to tolerate, if we cannot commend. The question, 
as it stands, is intolerant. It is more : it is proscriptive, and in derogation 
of the liberal principles on which the Institution is founded. 

Freemasonry does not require the establishment of any such test. She 
never has, and, we trust, never will, in a religious point of view, ask more 
of the candidate for her honors, than his assent to the great fundamental 
truth — A BELIEF IN THE EXISTENCE AND PROVIDENCE OF GOD. In the Words 

of an eloquent Brother, let him acknowledge the authority of the com- 
mon Father of mankind, and the distinctions of creeds, and parties, and 
countries, cease to be matters of inquiry or of interest. Benevolence to 
all, and fraternity with all, to whom benevolence is a law, is an essential 
principle, — the very soul of Freemasonry. It is this which has made her 
a terror to bigots. She dissolves by her mystic spells the thraldom to sect 
and party, and teaches man to recognize a Brother in his fellow-man, 
whatever be the creed by which he worships, the name by which he is 
called, or the country from which he comes. The bigotry of sectarianism, 
may limit and narrow down the benevolence of others, but Freemasons 
know not the boundaries of sect, or party, or country. Their field is the 
world, their Brethren the human race. 

This is legitimate doctrine. It is the only religious creed which Free- 
masonry recognizes. Any deviation from it is a departure from the 
ancient landmarks, and should be met with the decided disapprobation of 
every Mason who values the purity of the Institution and would protect it 
against the dangerous encroachments of the spirit of innovation. It is, 
therefore, with great satisfaction, that we are enabled to lay before our 
readers the following extract fropi the address of the accomplished late 
Grand Master of Tennessee, delivered at the opening of the Grand Lodge 
of that State, at its last communication. We cannot doubt that’lps recom- 
mendation will be promptly responded to by the Lodges, and that the 
objectionable section will not again be permitted to encumber the other- 
wise excellent Constitution of their Grand Lodge. The extract is as 
follows ; — 

“ The 14th section of the 5th article of the Constitution, was adopted 
many years ago by the Grand Lodge of this State, and is still in force, 
and it is not contained in the Constitution of any other Grand Lodge. 
This section has been the subject of considerable discussion in the Free- 
masons 9 Magazine, published at Boston, and has elicited some interesting 
views from Masons distinguished as well for their Masonic knowledge, as 
for their piety and general learning. A careful perusal of this discussion 
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has satisfied me that it is a feature in our Constitution which ought not 
to he retained , and I, therefore, recommend its repeal . Our Institution 
professes not to interfere with the religious opinions of its members, and 
hence, there should be no regulation which would, in any manner, tram- 
mel the consciences of men where religious opinions are concerned. 
They should be entirely free, provided they acknowledge the great funda- 
mental truth of the existence of God. 1 ’ 

Another important question which came up for consideration, was the 
effect- on the Lodges, of an expulsion from an Encampment of Knights 
Templars or Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. This question has also 
been fully discussed in the pages of the Magazine.* It was brought before 
the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, by the late Grand Master, at a special 
communication of that body, in July, 1842, and referred to a committee 
of four. In considering the subject, the committee .were equally divided, 
and submitted to the Grand Lodge, two very able and interesting antago- 
nistic reports.f These were discussed, and finally referred to the annual 
communication in October ensuing. At that communication, the Grand 
Master, in his opening address, j: again brought the subject before the 
Grand Lodge. The reports submitted at the previous meeting, were 
taken up and referred to a new committee, who, “ after a careful exam- 
ination of the arguments advanced on both sides, 11 reported the following 
resolution : — 

u Resolved , That a suspension or expulsion from an Encampment or 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, does not necessarily suspend or expel a 
Brother from the privileges appertaining to a Blue Lodge. 11 ^ 

This resolution, and the report accompanying it, were disposed of by 
the adoption of the following: — 

Resolved , That said report be laid on the table until the next annual 
communication of this Grand Lodge, and that the subordinate Lodges be 
requested to present their views on the same. 11 

It does not appear from the published proceedings before us, that the 
Lodges made any special communication to the Grand Lodge, at its late 
session, on the subject. The question, however, was put to rest, by the 
adoption of the following resolution : — 

“ Resolved, That a suspension or expulsion from an Encampment of 
Knights Templars, or Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, does not necessarily 
suspend or expel a Brother from a Blue Lodge. 11 

We have been somewhat particular in stating the course of the proceed- 
ings had on this subject, because we conceive it to be one of paramount im- 
portance. Besides, we thought it due to the respectable Grand Lodge of 


* Mag. Vol. I. p. 33.— Vol. II. p. 352. 
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Tennessee, to show that it had maturely considered the subject, and 
bestowed more than ordinary care upon it, before coming to a decision. 
In that decision we most heartily concur. Every Grand Lodge holds and 
exercises an independent and exclusive control over all Masonic bodies 
to the third degree, inclusive, within the limits of its own jurisdiction. It 
possesses the inherent and constitutional right to make its own laws, and 
such regulations for the government of its subordinate Lodges, as it may 
deem necessary and proper, provided they be not adverse to the estab- 
lished usages and landmarks of the Craft. And any interference with 
this right, by a foreign body, or by any other order of Masonry, would be 
an encroachment upon its prerogatives, wholly inadmissible. 

Another decision, which we regard as of sufficient interest to justify a 
special' reference to it, is contained in the following paragraph: — 

“ A communication was received from Sommerville Lodge, No. 73, 
addressed to Bro. James W. M’Combs, apppointing him the proxy of said 
Lodge. Bro. M’Combs not being a member of a subordinate Lodge, the 
question arose whether or not he was eligible to serve as said proxy, 
and after mature deliberation, it was decided he was not, in accordance 
with the Constitution.” 

The Brother was not eligible as proxy by correct Masonic usage. He 
could not, therefore, with propriety, have been received, though there had 
been nothing in the Constitution of the Grand Lodge to the contrary. 
Every Mason should be a member of some Lodge, say the old Constitu- 
tions. Unless he is, he ought not to expect to legislate for the interests, or 
to enjoy the privileges which belong to members of Lodges. We notice 
that the Grand Lodge adopted a resolution requiring the subordinate 
Lodges to report, annually, the names of 44 all Masons residing within their 
respective jurisdictions, who do not belong to any Lodge.” 

In the Magazine for March last,* we had occasion to notice an in- 
fringement of the rights of jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, by a 
subordinate Lodge working under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of 
Tennessee. It was the first case of the kind in this country, which had 
come to our knowledge, and we expressed the belief that the Grand Lodge 
of Tennessee would promptly take the necessary steps to prevent its repeti- 
tion. The Grand Master brought the matter before the Grand Lodge at 
its late session; and, after investigation, the following resolutions were 
adopted : — 

44 Resolved, That the Whiteside Lodge, No. 13, by removing itself into 
the State of Virginia, beyond the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Ten- 
nessee, acted in violation of the principles of the Order. 

“ Resolved , That the charter heretofore granted to Whiteside Lodge, 
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No. 13, by the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, be declared forfeited, and that 
the Master of said Lodge be ordered to return the same to the Grand 
Master of the State of Tennessee.” 

The committee to whom was referred the proceedings of the National 
Convention, made a report, in which they dissent from the recommenda- 
tion that Grand Lodge Certificates be required of strange Brethren desir- 
ous of visiting Lodges, and then meet the precise views of the Convention, 
by offering the following resolution : — 

44 Resolved , That this Grand Lodge do not deem it expedient to require 
Lodges subordinate to this jurisdiction to demand Grand .Lodge Certificates, 
as a necessary and indispensable prerequisite to the granting of charity 
to distressed Brethren, if such Lodges are otherwise satisfied that such 
applicant is worthy , although such certificate may be required when the 
Lodge is not otherwise satisfied.” 

It is immaterial in what form the evidence of good standing and worthi- 
ness of a Brother comes, if it be satisfactory. The desire of the 
Convention was, that the Grand Lodges should advise their subordinate 
Lodges to require such evidence, in all cases where the applicant, or vis- 
itor, is a stranger. They recommended the Certificate as the most safe 
and convenient. 

The Grand Lodge has adopted the Rules proposed for the future gov- 
ernment of the Convention. It was not represented at Baltimore. The 
delegate arrived the day after the Convention adjourned, — having been 
detained on the road. 

We tender our Brethren of the Grand Lodge, our thanks for the com- 
pliment contained in the following resolution : — 

44 Resolved , That this Grand Lodge authorize the Grand Secretary to 
purchase the 1st and 2d volumes of the Freemasons’ Magazine, pub- 
lished by Brother Charles W. Moore, at Boston, and that this Grand 
Lodge subscribe for the same, have it bound, and filed as a book of refer- 
ence. ,, 

Among the articles in the new code of By-Laws, is the following, 
which we cannot too strongly commend to the consideration of other Grand 
Lodges. It is predicated on one of the old regulations, the too frequent 
negleot of which has brought incalculable injury upon the Institution : — 

“ No subordinate Lodge shall confer the degrees of Fellow-Craft and 
Master Mason upon any candidate, unless he shall have passed a satisfac- 
tory examination, in open Lodge , on the preceding degree, or degrees.” 
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MASONIC MELODIES. 

BY B. W. BR. THOMAS POWER. 

No. 8. 

INSTALLATION ODE. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

Music—" The Indian PhUonopher. 1 * 
When heaven’s Great Architect Divine 
Raised world on world in kind design, 

Then form on earth was laid : 

Fraternal thoughts conferred on man, 

By love inspired the s6cial plan. 

And social hearts obeyed. 

Chorus.— Fraternal thoughts conferred on man, &c. 

While wandering on our clouded way, 

Compassion shed its kindly ray, 

A guide to lead the blind j 
Conducted by a holy light, 

With generous love and mystic rite, 

The purest joys we find. 

Chorus.- Conducted by a holy light, &c. 

With skill to work, and wise to guide, 

No pain shall come, no thought divide, 

Where hearts with heart agree ; 

Then let us to our altar bring 
The deafest offering while we sing, 

United; true and free. 

Chorus.— Then let os to. our sltar bring, &c. 


No. 9. 

INSTALLATION ODE. 

FOR THE CEREMONIES OF INSTALLING THE FIRST THREE OFFICERS. 

Music. — “ The Bright Rosy Morning.” 
[the master.] 

Support to the Master, that rules by the Square! 

Let sons of the Light to the East now repair; 

With hearts for his aid, now united and free, 

Obedient we labor, and kindly agree. 

Chorus.— W ith hearts for his aid, now united and free, &c. 

[the senior warden.] 

Support to the Warden installed in the West, 

Who works by the Level where sorrows may rest! 

With hearts for his aid, now united and free, 

Obedient we labor, and kindly agree. 

Chorus.— With hearts for his aid, now united and free, &c. 

[the junior warden.] 

Support to the Warden by Plumb still upright, 

Whose sun, in the South, never hides its fair light! 

With hearts for his aid, now united and free, 

Obedient we labor, and kindly agree. 

Chorus. - With hearts for his aid, now united and free, &e. 
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No* 10* 

INSTALLATION ODE. 

CONCLUDING. 

Mnaic — ** Scots uha hae wi Wallace hied*** 
Ma&k where friends united stand, 

True of heart and free of hand ! 

Brothers own hi* just common J, 

Who rules in social hour: 

Hark ! he cults ! obedient nflw, 

Still and silently we bow, 

Love impressed on every brow, 

We own his rightful power, 

Chobui,— Hark 1 he calls ' obedient now, &c. 

While in kindness gathered here— 

Voices joined, and heads sincere— 

Discord's notes be never near, 

Bringing thoughts unkind : 

Constant to uur social tie, 

Honor beams from every eye j 
Who, that shall his trust deny, 

Manhood’s grace shall find 7 
Chobub.— Constant to our social lie, 

Who, that joys of friendship know. 

Who, that feels for others’ wo r 
Who, when tears of sorrow flow, 

Coldly turns away 7 
At the words, in whimpers told, 

That to Brothers truth unlaid, 

Who would grateful thanks withhold 7 
Who would friends betray? 

UHoaua,— At the words in whispers told, file. 

Gather, then, with hearts upright, 

Where the East gives forth Us light; 

Give we now our solemn plight, 
la fraternal love : 

Soon, our earthly labors o’er, 

Bliss immortal yet in store, 

Each shall find a happier shore, 
i Blest with light above, 

C non us . —Soon , our earthly labors o’er, <tc 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

The Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth held its annual communication in 
this city, ort Wednesday evening, the 13th ultimo. The meeting was unusually 
well attended, and there was a larger number of Lodges represented than, with 
one exception, on any previous occasion within the last six years. The bus- 
iness transacted was important and interesting. Two of the dormant Lodges 
were revived, and their Charters ordered to be restored to them. The Grand 
Master gave notice that he had issued a Dispensation for the organization of 
a new Lodge at Chelsea. Returns from all the Districts but three were received. 
They indicate a degree of returning activity in the Lodges, which, though as yet 
comparatively feeble, gives promise of the ultimate restoration of the former pros- 
perity of the Institution throughout the Commonwealth. 

The following report was presented by the committee having the matter in 
charge, and nnanimously adopted : 


REPORT ON THE T R E S T L E - B O A R D . 


The Committee to whom were referred the doings of the Masonic Convention, 
held at Baltimore, having reported at a previous meeting of this Grand Lodge, 
on the topics then presented, are now enabled to complete their duties, by an ex- 
pression of their opinions on the merits of the “ Trestle-Board,” which has 
been published within a few days. 

This important work was prepared by R. W. Charles W. Moore, of Massa- 
chusetts, and R. W. S. W. B. Carnegy, of Missouri, the majority of the Commit- 
tee to whom its preparation was referred. 

The “Trestle-Board,” prepared under such supervision, the Committee, with- 
out any distrust of their opinion, affirm, will meet the approbation of the Frater- 
nity. Even the expunging of what was wholly “ irrelevant and useless” in the 
former Text- Books, will be of great utility. Claims questionable in their nature, 
and assertions founded on at least equivocal authority, have too long occupied 
the pages of our “ hand-books” of Masonry. Inflated and exaggerated statements 
only serve to retard the progress of institutions. “ Absurd and ridiculous preten- 
sions are no more justifiable in societies than individuals. Freemasonry requires 
only what fairly and honestly belongs to it and your Committee anticipate, that 
this manual, in its beautiful simplicity, will do much to commend our much loved 
association to the favorable estimation of all who peruse it 

It would not be within the province of the Committee to enter into an analysis 
of the work, or to present a review of its arrangement, literary character, &c. 
But that it will stand the. test of criticism in this particular, they have no misgiv- 
ings. 

Their duty will be accomplished by reporting to this Grand Lodge, for their 
approval, the following Resolution : 

Resolved , That the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts recommend the “ Trestle- 
Board” prepared by a Committee of the late National Convention, as a work em- 
bodying all the essentials of a Manual of Ancient Craft Masonry ; and in prefer- 
ence to all other similar works, it especially sanctions to the subordinate Lodges 
under this jurisdiction, the use of this most excellent compend of the princi{des 
and ceremonials of the Order. 


Winslow Lewis, Jr. 
John B. Hammatt, 
E. M. P. Wells, 
John R. Bradford, 
Hugh H. Tuttle, 


> Committee. 


The Grand Lodge ordered twentyfour copies of the work for its own use. 
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MASONIC MELODIES. 

We have before stated that the R. W. Brother Thomas Power was writing a 
small volume of Masonic Melodies, or lyrics, for the use of the Lodges, to be 
adapted to the ceremonies of all the intermediate degrees, from the Entered Ap- 
prentice to the Knight of Malta, inclusive, and to all Masonic occasions, both pri- 
vate and public. We have been favored with an opportunity to examine them, 
in the manuscript They are chaste in style, pure in diction, and classical in 
allusion. As a merely literary work, it will be honorable to the Institution ; 
while its practical utility and refreshing moral influence, will render it a popu- 
lar and desirable acquisition in every Lodge, and to every Brother, who has an 
ear for music or a taste for poetry. It is designed to drive out from among us, 
and, we trust, out of remembrance, thq coarse and vulgar Bacchanalian songs, 
which, however tolerable in the age when they were written, are now a dis- 
grace and a reproach to the Institution. If it shall effect this, it will entitle 
its accomplished author to the lasting gratitude of his Brethren. 

The work was presented to the Grand Lodge at its late meeting, for sanc- 
tion and approbation, and referred to a Committee, who submitted the foil 9 wing 
Report, frhich was unanimously adopted : 

Grand Lodge, Dec, 13th, 5843. 

The Committee appointed to consider the expediency of introducing for Ma- 
sonic usage, the Melodies about to be published by R. W. Brother Thomas 
Power, Ebq. 

report: 

That they have had an opportunity to examine a large portion of these Melo- 
dies, and believe that the interests of the Order will be promoted by the use of 
the work. That these lyrics are of a very high character, both in regard to their 
excellence as poems, and their superior moral tone, and such as could be expect- 
ed from the mind of one, whose taste in the science of Music, and known repu- 
tation as a poet, the public at large well appreciate. They are calculated to affect 
the heart as well as the inind, and to give additional zest to our fraternal gath- 
erings by the tasteful union of sentiment and sound. 

They therefore recommend that the Grand Secretary be directed to subscribe 
for fifty copies for the use of the Grand Lodge. 

Respectfully submitted by 

Winslow Lewis, Jr. } 

j E. M. P. Wells, > Committee, 

John R. Bradford, ) 

exclusion of jews. 

In our last number, we gave copious extracts from the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge of New York, on the subject of the exclusion of Jews from the Fra- 
ternity by the Grand Lodges at Berlin. The subject is one of importance, and 
we trust will not escape the official notice of any Grand Lodge in this country. 
The Grand Lodge of this State expresses its disapprobation of the course pur- 
sued by their German Brethren, in the following Resolutions : — 

Resolved, That we have learnt with deep regret, that by the regulations of . 
some of the Grand Lodges of permany, Jews are prohibited from admission into 
our Fraternity, on account of their religious belief. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, the exclusion of any class 
of men from the privileges of Masonry, who believe in the existence and moral 
government of a Supreme Being, exercises a spirit adverse to the genius of ‘our 
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Institution, and that it is an assumption of power not sanctioned by the ancient 
' usages of the Craft 

GRAND MASTER’S ADDRESS, 

Previous to going into the election of officers, and before leaving the Chair, 
the Grand Master delivered the following excellent Address, a copy of which, at 
our solicitation, he has kindly furnished for publication in the Magazine : — 

Address. 

i 

Another Masonic year has passed. It is suitable for moral and responsible 
man to pause at the annual return of important eras — and to look back and re- 
view past events. 

From them he should take council, and receive instruction — that he may 
better improve the coming year — if he should be spared to labor on earth anoth- 
er year. 

The last year, though marked by no event vitally affecting our Institution, has 
witnessed many occurrences of more than usual interest. 

At its commencement our thoughts were directed with mingled hope and fear 
to the forth coming Baltimore Convention. It took place in May, and the report 
of its proceedings is before you. It was well attended — and the fraternity were 
generally represented throughout the Union. Great spirit and good Fellowship 
governed the proceedings of its members. Mutual concession enabled them 
to recommend a uniform mode of work and lectures. Their recommendations 
have been extensively adopted by State Grand Lodges. You have adopted 
most of them. Some are still under consideration. Periodical advisatory Con- 
ventions were recommended — for the purpose, among other things, of decid- 
ing such differences between State Grand Lodges as might be referred to them. 
This feature alarmed some of our wisest and most faithful Brethren. They 
fear that such a Convention might degenerate into a General Grand Lodge. 
The advantages that should result from such Conventions are of serious mag- 
nitude ; and too dear to us to be lightly given up. If they can produce and pre- 
serve a uniformity of woi& and lectures throughout this vast country — the world 
hereafter may find this the cherished dwelling — the central home of Freemasonry. 

The formation of a General Grand Lodge has been several times discussed. 
It was proposed soon after the close of the revolutionary war — and at several 
times since ; the last, I believe, in 1822. It has been always rejected. But with 
the rejection the proposal of occasional advisatory Conventions has in most of the 
State Grand Lodges been favorably entertained. 

The objections to a General Grand Lodge have been : that as its meetings must 
be at W ashington, its tendency would be to become political — that as every Ma- 
son might appeal to it in all cases, it would destroy the authority of State Grand 
Lodges. And that from the infrequency of its meetings, and its distance from 
the residence of the parties interested, there would in effect be nearly a denial of 
justice. Another objection was, that the Craft had been harmonious and highly 
successful without the aid of a general tribunal. That was true before 1822, but it 
has not been so ever since. 

The General Grand Lodges heretofore proposed, were intended to be clothed 
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with full and apple powers, leaving to the State Grand Lodges little more than 
the authority of Provincial or District Grand Lodges. To such an arrange- 
ment there are insuperable objections, and I hope none among us will ever ad- 
vocate it. The labor, time and expense of settling controversies in that mode 
would be intolerable. If individuals could in all caseg appeal from the de- 
cisions of State Grand Lodges to such a tribunal, there would be practically 
an end of just decisions and fair hearing of cases. But a Convention clothed 
only with power to advise — or even a General Grand Lodge with limited powers, 
having no authority but to correct deviations and errors in work and lectures, 
and settle such differences between State Grand Lodges as should be, referred 
to it, has no terrors to me. 

The State Grand Lodges should forever retain the general authority, from 
which there should be no appeal but in a few specified cases, where the ques- 
tion at issue affected the whole Fraternity. Consistently with this a (General 
Grand Lodge might be formed, possessing none but cautiously delegated pow- 
ers— to meet once in three, five, seven or more years, at places remote from po- 
litical agitation ; which might be as beneficial to the Craft, as Congress and the 
Federal government are to the Union. 

On tho 17th of June, was the great celebration of what was called the comple- 
tion of Bunker Hill Monument ; — at which were present the Chief Magistrates 
and Dignitaries of the Nation — and some of the States. 

Those who had the direction of that great Jubilee, did not feel the propriety of 
inviting our Grand Lodge to assist in the ceremonies. 

The relation of the Fraternity to the Chief Martyr on that sacred ground, and 
their activity and patriotism in erecting and maintaining the first, and contribu- 
ting funds and laying the corner stone of the second Monument, led to the ex- 
pectation that a different policy would have been pursued. Our wisest and most 
devoted Brethren entertained varying opinions. But after deliberation the Grand 
Lodge determined not to attend as a body. Most of its members as individuals 
joined in the procession with King Solomon’s Lodge, which was specially invited, 
and the affair passed off as acceptably to the Eraternity as could havebeen ex- 
pected under the embarrassing circumstances. 

A new Constitution of the Grand Lodge, after much labor and deliberation, has 
been harmoniously adopted. Being confined to the plain, indisputable rules of 
the Order — and containing no superfluous matter, it is reduced to a small volume. 
It is distributed among the Lodges, and will be of great utility by carrying home 
to them practical iqformation, of which no Lodge should be destitute. Although 
much care has been bestowed on it, experience will probably show that it is not 
perfect Improvements may be applied as defects are discovered. 

A Trestle-Board has just been published. It is one of the fruits of the Con- 
vention. I have examined it with care : it meets my decided approbation. The 
information it contains has long since been published. It may be found in many 
books published in this and former centuries. But' they are without methodical 
arrangement Their utility is diminished, by their containing much that is of 
doubtful authority, and of no particular value. 

This little book is adapted to the wants of the working Mason. It contains 
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what he needs, and nothing more. Its judicious and tasteful arrangement make 
it a valuable acquisition. 

These, and other expected publications, lead us to hope that we shall give the 
example of Masonic books, that can never be assailed on the ground of their truth, 
morality and taste. 

Within the year the Duke of Sussex, who was over 30 years Grand Master in 
England, has been called from his earthly labors. The loss of one so illustrious, 
so ardently attached to the Institution, and so long a Grand Master, is a sorrow- 
ful event. During the year we too have lost some distinguished Brethren. But 
amid these mournful events time had produced much to encourage and cheer us. 

In October, Ring Solomon’s Lodge had a handsome and well furnished Hall 
dedicated in due and ancient form. The ceremonies were the more interesting 
because we, have not before witnessed them since the hurricane of Antimasonry. 

In November, a Dispensation was granted for a Lodge to a suitable number of 
enterprising Brethren in Chelsea. They are successfully at work, and give the 
promise of adding one more vigorous Lodge to our diminished band. 

Meridian Lodge has been removed from Needham to Newton, and is in active 
operation. 

Middlesex, Rising Star, Olive Branch, Star in the East, Hiram, and other 
Lodges, are in full activity or reviving ; and all the Lodges in this city are in 
prosperous condition. 

The Fraternity under our jurisdiction are in far better condition than in years 
past, and a reasonable hope is now cherished, that if we perform our duty, Free- 
masonry will in the year t$ come, make a decided advance toward its former state 
of prosperity. 

The officers elected were M. W. Augustus Peabody, Esq., G. M. ; R. W. Ro- 
bert Lash, Esq., S. G. W. ; R. W. Thomas Power, Esq., J. G. W. ; R. W. John 
J. Loring, Esq., Grand Treasurer ; and R. W. Charles W. Moore, G. Secretary. 
After the appointment of a committee to make the necessary arrangements for 
the Installation of the officers, the Grand Lodge was closed until the 27th Decem- 
ber ; on which day it assembled in conformity with the requisitions of the Con- 
situtions, at 9 o’clock, A. M. for the purpose of imparting instruction in the work 
and lectures of the several degrees ; for the Installation of officers, and for the cel- 
ebration of the anniversary of St John the Evangelist. An address was deliv- 
ered by Rev. E. M. P. Wells, one of the Grand Chaplains. It was worthy of the 
high reputation which its author enjoys, as a scholar and public speaker. 
The music was selected and arranged by R.JW. Br. Power, and performed in a 
very creditable manner by what, we trust, may soon be denominated the M Masonic 
Chair.” A full account of the proceedings will be given in our next 
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INSTALLATION OF THE OFFICERS OF ST. 
JOHN’S LODGE. 

The officer of St. John’s Lodge, of Boston, were Installed on the evening of 
December 12th. The ceremonies were performed in a manner peculiarly im- 
pressive, and such as reflected great credit on this most ancient and highly re- 
spectable Lodge. 

The charges to the newly elected officers by the Worshipful Master, C. Gay- 
to> Picxhan, E sq., were touchingly appropriate. They were from the eloquence 
of the heart es well as of the lips, and were calculated to inspire renewed devo- 
tion to the cause of u Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.” 

The Address was also by the Master. To those who are acquainted with 
that Brother, it would be needless to observe, that it was of a superior intellectual 
character. It was eloquent and delivered eloquently. It was felt by his bearers as 
coming warm from one of the warmest of hearts, enriched with the drapery of 
language, choice, refined and classical. It is to be hoped, that that which was 
listened to, but by the comparatively few, may be read by the admiring many. 

The Odes were selected from the H Masonic Melodics/ 1 about to be published 
by R, W. T. Power, Esq. How well they w r ere adapted to produce the most 
pleasing influences, need not be alluded to as a novelty. The combined taste of 
that Brother in music and poetry, is too extensively known to require any favor- 
able remarks from us. The introduction of vocal and instrumental music into a 
society like ours, where the heart is already prepared and made susceptible to 
the best emotions of our nature, will have more than an ordinary influence. The 
notes of the solemn organ, the u thoughts that breathe and words that burn," ex- 
pressed in the rich language of poetry, and chauuted by those endeared to each 
other as Brethren of the peculiar tie, will blend soul with soul and make all feel 
“ that it ia good to be there.” 

In fine, the exercises of the evening were of the best quality. May the spirit 
with wdiich it was conducted be an earnest of the prospective success and prosper- 
ity of John’s Lodge. 


INSTALLATION AT FRAMINGHAM. 

C. W. Moore, Esq. 

Dear Brother : — The officers of Middlesex Lodge, Framingham, were installed 
in due and ancient form on Wednesday evening the 12th of the present month. 
The meeting was a public one, the Brethren being at liberty to invite in such of 
their neighbors and friends na they saw fit. 

The Installation services were conducted in the following order: 

1. Voluntary by the Choir* 

2* Prayer by Rev. Br. Barry. 

tL Hymn, from Vo). II. p. 24, of this Magazine. 

4. Installation of officers by R. W. Jona. Greenwood, I>. D, G, M. 

5. Voluntary. 

6. Address by Rev. Br. Charles Train. 

7. Hymn, from Vol. II. p. 359 of this Magazine. 

8. Prayer by Rev. Br. Barry. 
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The singing on this occasion was performed by the Choir connected with the 
first parish. 

The warmest thanks of the Lodge are due to the singers for their excellent 
services on this evening. They contributed no small share of the interest and 
pleasure of the meeting. 

But the Address from our venerable Brother Train, was listened to with deep 
interest by the Brethren, and gave high satisfaction I believe, to all present It 
was such as we are accustomed to expect from one so warmly attach 3d to the 
Masonic Institution, and so highly esteemed by all the Brethren. It was given, 
too, under peculiar circumstances. He has suffered from ill health for a number 
of years, and for a considerable time has been brought down by a most painful 
disease, which rendered it almost impossible for him to be present at our Lodge 
meetings. It required quite an effort on his part to meet with us on this occa- 
sion. His presence, under such circumstances, and his appropriate and touching 
Address, gladdened the hearts of all the friends of our Order. He was made a 
Mason thirtyfive years ago, and has ever been a firm and unswerving friend and 
patron of the Institution of Freemasonry, through storm and peril, through good 
and evil report, and has ever been willing to be known as such. Through the 
long period during whichjhe has been a member of the Institution he has not ceas- 
‘ed to promote its* interests. He has cherished it as the cause of the widow and 
orphan, the cause of Truth and Qharity, of Friendship and Peace. 

In the belief that he should not probably be permitted to meet with us much 
longer, he made a present to the Lodge of an ancient book on Freemasonry, to- 
gether with some other documents, which he desired might be laid up in our ar- 
chives as a memorial of him when he shall have passed from the present scene of 
existence. Among other gifts, he presented the Lodge with the following origi- 
nal and truly Masonic Song, which he composed but a day or two previous, and 
which is adapted to the old air entitled, if I mistake not, “Friendship.” 

This song I send you, not doubting that the readers of your Magazine will be 
pleased to see it and to sing it too, particularly when it is stated that it was com- 
posed during intervals of a most painful and excruciating disorder, when a famil- 
iar hymn, or tuue, an old air or song, and sometimes a passage of scripture, would 
come back to the mind, with all the pleasing and chastening associations, to 
soothe and alleviate his Suffering, and which he averred, did more for his health, 
than all the medicine he had taken. 

MASONIC 8056, 

Written by Rev. Br. Charles Train , and Dedicated to Middlesex Lodge. 

Friendship and virtue truth and love, 

Jewels of each true Mason, 

By the good must be approved, 

01 ev’ry tribe and nation. 

Chorus. — Come, let us seek these precious gems, 

Which decorate our diadems 5 
Then shall the Light of Masonry, 

Bless our land of liberty. 

Dissipation, fame or pelf, 

Oft is the ruling passion ; 

Their wicked sway is all for self, 

Unheeding the voice of reason. 

Ctoru#.— Come, let us seek, St c.‘ 
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We will love our Brethren true, 

Apprise them of threatening dangers j 

Punctually pay them till their due, 

And pity the poor, though strangers. 

CftonM.— Come, let a* seek, Ate, 

Their widows, and their orphans too. 

Shall share in our compassion ; 

We HI wipe their tears whene'er they How, 

And cheer them on their passage. 

Ghana. — Come, let us seek, &c. 

And when our Great Grand Master calls, 

From labor to re fresh men: j 

We 'll climb the ladder Jacob saw 
To a glorious entertainment. 

CAonw.— Come let us seek, &C, 

Altogether the meeting passed off to the great satisfaction of the Brethren* 

One other circumstance is worth mentioning, and that is that Col, Timothy 
Eames was, for the fortieth time, installed as Tyler of this Lodge* which office 
he has discharged with unfailuig regularity, never having been prevented by ill 
health or any other cause, from being at his post, at every regular Lodge Meet- 
ing for the entire ttirtynine years past lie is now eighty one years of age. The 
weight of years necessarily bows him somewhat But he is still at his post. 

Faithful aentinel ! May we all be thus punctual in the performance of every 
duty resting upon us. Yours, Fraternally, 

j* o. s. 

Framingham^ Dec . 18, 1843. 


REV. ALBERT CASE. 

We find the following notice of the respected Brother whose name bonds this 
paragraph, in the Charleston, S. C. Rambler. We take great pleasure in transfer 
ring it lo our pages, and in thus giving extended currency to a compliment so 
well and richly merited. Br. Case, it will be recollected, is the author of the 
new Funeral Service contained in the Trestle- Board. He is, or has recently been, 
at the hi tad of several Masonic bodies in Charleston, and id Grand Chaplain of 
the Grand Lodge of South Carolina. 

“Miroffic. — The Rev, Albert Case, has certainly become the most popular 
Orator cf the day. There was a time when we flattered ourself we were in some 
demand and thought it would be necessary, if our invitations increased, to em- 
ploy a p ovate Secretary for no other purpose, than to write our refusals. The 
toot with us is altered now — our invitations are nothing in number to those given 
to Br. Case*. He has received no less than three requests in different States, to 
deliver orations before different Masonic bodies on the approaching £t, John’s 
day, the :17th of December, Upon the good rule of first come* first served, he has 
accepted the call of our North Carolina Brethren, and has consented to deliver an 
oration r n the town of Wilmington, before the Royal Arch Chapter, and the Ma- 
sonic Le dges in that town and vicinity. The selection of Br. Case is a judicious 
one, for he is certainly among the most zealous and best informed Masons of the 

day.* 


*Our E r. Irwin is still i a very good demand , He delivered the address at Charleston, 
ea the 2Jth.— [E d. 
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CHARGES TO THE MASTER, WARDENS, AND 
BRETHREN OF A NEW LODGE. 

BT M. W. J. WORTHINGTON SMITH, ESQ. * 

[Del ire red in public on the occasion of the establishment of a new Lodge near Staunton, 
Virginia, and communicated for this Magazine.] 

CHARGE TO THE MASTER. 

Worshipful and Well Beloved Brother, 

I have named you in this dispensation, as a suitable person to preside over the 
work of the Brethren compQsing this new Lodge. For this distinction, you are 
indebted solely to my confidence in your skill, virtue, and inflexible fidelity to 
the Craft. On your zeal, prudence and industry, will materially depend the pros- 
perity and usefulness of your Lodge. I now invest you with the insignia of your 
office ; and in the name of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, before the assembled 
Craft; and in the presence of the Supreme Architect of the Universe, I charge 
tou, that you keep pure and unsullied that which is committed to your trust. Pre- 
serve faithfully the ancient landmarks of Masonry. Permit no innovation in the 
principles or the practice of our glorious Institution. Enforce a diligent obser- 
vance of our Book of Constitutions. Instruct your Brethren in the duties and ob- 
ligations of their profession. Teach them to be good citizens ; to cultivate all 
the moral and social virtues, and to practise charity. All private piques and 
quarrels among them — all intemperance and excess-— all vice and immorality of 
every nature, yoh are to suppress, by kind and gentle warning, if it may be ; but 
if it must be, by the strong arm of Masonic power. Inculcate earnestly the most 
excellent tenets of ou$ Institution, Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, and wear 
them as the brightest jewels that can adorn humanity. And when your work is 
done, may it stand the test of the Overseer’s Square, and may you receive from 
the Supreme Grand Master, the welcome plaudit— M Well done, good and 
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

TO THE WARDENS. 

Brothers and . 

I appoint you tire Wardens of this new Lodge, and now invest you with the 
insigns of your stations. u The level teaches that we are all descended from the 
same stock, partake the same natures, and share the same hopes ” It reminds 
us that we are all children of one common Father, heirs to the same infirmities — 
exposed to the same vicissitudes, wandering in the same wilderness, and all jour- 
neying to the same glorious “ Land of Promise.” It also reminds us that a solemn 
and important time will come, when we must all “ endure the humbling level of 
the tomb,” until the last loud trump shall sound the summons of our resurrection 
to eternal light and life. 

' The Plumb admonishes to walk uprightly in all our several stations before God 
and man ; and to exhibit, under all the circumstances of life, a lofty virtue, and 
unbending integrity. 

These principles, and the active duties that result from them, you are to culti- 
vate diligently yourselves, and enjoin strictly upon the members of your house- 
hold. I charge you, then Brethren, as ye shall answer it before the pedestal of 
the Grand Master of the Universe, that you look well to the West , that you look well 
to the South ! On the faithful discharge of your' duties will materially depend the 
harmony and beauty of your Lodge. Neglect these duties, and this littls flock 
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that has been collected with so much care and anxiety, will, during some dark 
and stormy day, be scattered upon the mountains. Perform them and the bles- 
sings of the fatherless and widow shall rest upon you ; the prayers of the chil- 
dren of sorrow shall cheer your dying hours ; and ye shall receive from your Al- 
mighty Father “ an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.” 
Brethren of the Mount Solon Lodge, 

Permit me to address a few words to you on this occasion. You have this day 
made your first appearance in public, bearing the emblems of Peace and Virtue, 
thereby demonstrating your attachment to the principles of our ancient Order ; 
and implicitly declaring to the world that you will govern your lives by those 
principles. I congratulate you, my Brethren, on your zeal in this noble cause, 
and trust that the prosperity of the Craft will be materially promoted by the es- 
tablishment of the Lodge in this place. But permit me, my Brethren, to remark 
that you have entered upon a great and arduous undertaking — an undertaking 
that has exercised the minds of men of the highest rank, of the greatest talents, 
and of the most exalted virtue, that ever adorned any society. In the erection of 
your Masonic edifice, you will need something more than zeal to ensure success ; 
you must have wisdom from on high to direct your strength commensurate with your 
task to support, 1 and the beauty of holiness to adorn, and render all your perform- 
ances acceptable to tbe Supreme Architect of the Universe. I charge you, then 
Brethren, as you shall answer it in the great day, that “ you walk worthy of the 
vocation by which ye are called,” and suffer no faults— no imperfection on your 
part, to tarnish the lustre of your jewels, or bring discredit on the Craft. Recom- 
mend Masonry to the world around you by the superior rectitude of your con- 
duct. To this end, make yourselves intimately acquainted with all its principles 
and obligations; and practise in your lives all its duties and requirements. I 
call upon you, Brethren, to divest yourselves of that coldness and apathy, so fatal 
to your best interests ; shun those affections and grovelling passions, which are 
unworthy of a soul that claims affinity with the “ Sons of Light and put forth 
all your energies to grasp whatever is noble ok elevating in thought, and whatever 
can reveal , new and sublime ideas pertaining to our lofty destiny. Guard care- 
fully against dissensions among yourselves. Let no “root of bitterness spring up 
to trouble you.” Use all your exertions to preserve your Lodge pure, and pre- 
vent the introduction of vice or error in any of their thousand forms. And if in 
the frailty of mortality, some individual Brother shall still be subject to the occa- 
sional influence of unholy feelings, and shall wander off into forbidden paths ; 
seek the wauderer out, bring him back to the fold, and show him the superior 
loveliness of the path of virtue. Finally, Brethren, “ be of one mind, live in 
peace.” Let nothing disturb that pure, warm, holy love, that our ritual so forci- 
bly enjoins. There is a “ fourfold cord of friendship” among Masons, which 
should never be broken. Let this cord, my Brethren, bind you in a sacred band, 
which no power of earth shall ever disunite. Follow those injunctions and your 
Lodge will flourish. “No weapon that is formed against it will prosper.” All 
the fears and prejudices — all the suspicions and hostilities— all the scoff and re- 
proaches of the world around, will vanish as the mists of night, before the 
morning sun. You will enjoy the respect of all whose approbation is of any 
10 


82 


ORIGINAL CHARGES. 


value ; and many are the eons and daughters of affliction u who shall rise up and 
call you blessed.” 

Brethren or the Masonic Fraternity at labor, 

Who have honored us with your presence on this interesting occasion, allow 
me to make a few remarks to you, “to stir up your pure minds by way of remem- 
brance.” The occasion that has brought us together is one dear to the heart of 
every worthy Craftsman. It furnishes another proof of the prosperous condition 
of the Craft in Virginia. In every part of the State, the Brethren are awaking 
from their long slumbers, and engaging with redoubled zeal in the noble work of 
rebuilding the city and the temple so* long “ trodden under foot of the Gentiles.” 
Our glorious Institution is “ lengthening her cords, and strengthening her stakes,** 
and this is as it should be. Ours, Brethren, is a righteous cause, and will prevail. 
The foe may attack our out-post, and even triumph for a day ; but victory belongs 
not to him. Calumny may shoot her poisoned shaft ; but they pierce not the 
breast clothed with the panoply of truth. Error and falsehood and prejudice may 
stalk forth in the shades with unblushing front ; but the first ray of the rising sun 
of Masonry will drive these hellish phantoms back into the region of darkness 
from whence they emerged. Convinced as you are my Brethren of the purity of 
your principles ; conscious as you are of feeling the warmest wishes for the wel- 
fare of mankind, and of exerting yourselves in the cause of human happiness, 
to meet with obloquy, instead of commendation — to receive frowns instead of 
smiles, from those whose friendship you desire, is of course a mortifying disap- 
pointment. But be of good cheer, it shall not long be thus. The “ accuser of 
the Brethren” shall shortly be “ cast down” forever. For, be assured, the fire, lit 
at the altar of Masonry, will spread. The “ waters” of life, “ troubled by the 
angel” of Masonry, will flow on, diffusing their healing properties whertfvdr hu- 
man sufferings are felt ; and their undulation shall know no limits, short of the 
world’s circumference, and the bounds of time. Cheered by this blessed assur- 
ance, I charge you, Brethren, by every consideration that should influence the 
mind of man, to engage with zeal and ardor in the service of our Grand Master 
on high. It too often happens that Masons act as if they do not themselves be- 
lieve in the truths of the system they profess. The influence of Masonry on their 
lives and conduct is scarcely perceptible even to the partial eye of friendship. 
Hence the world as induced to pronounce the whole system a deception ; or at 
best a puerile and useless association. This, my beloved Brethren, ought not so 
to be. In Masonry, as in Christianity, we should “show our faith by our works.” 
If we really believe that our Institution was founded by wise and holy men, for 
wise and holy purposes — if we believe that it has been the means of improving 
the moral condition of countless thousands of the human family, that it has been 
patronized for thirty centuries by the most exalted characters in the Jewish and 
Christian Churches — that in myriads of instances, it has fed the hungry and clo- 
thed the naked, instructed the ignorant and reclaimed the vicious, relieved the 
orphan and dried the widow’s tears — how important does it become that we use 
all our exertions to extend to every land, and perpetuate to every age, the bles- 
sings of our glorious society. For myself, I am not afraid or ashamed to avow 
here or elsewhere, at any time, or in any place, my unhesitating belief in all that 


ORIGINAL CHARGES. 


83 


the most zealous have said, of the value of our Institution. 1 have devoted to the 
cause of Masonry many of the best years of my life, and the best energies of my 
heart I have studied it thoroughly as a science — 1 have filled all its highest offi- 
ces, and have thereby hud the best possible means of ascertaining its real nature, 
and its capabilities of usefulness; and I hesitate not to declare my settled con- 
viction, that next to our holy religion, it is the one object most worthy the consid- 
eration of the patriot, the philanthropist and the Christian. And I firmly believe 
that the day that shall witness the universal spread of Masonry, will be the day of 
the moral renovation of the world. Actuated by this faith, Brethren, let us go on in 
our noble career. Let na not remit or relax our exertions, until the benign prin- 
ciples of Friendship, Morality and Brotherly Love, shall be spread over all the 
mountains and through all the vales of our beloved land— and the Brethren every 
where shall cast off the rubbish that has been accumulated through long years of 
indolence, and rise from the grave of lethargy, clothed in the glorious drapery of 
the Sons of Light No more deep-felt and abiding desire than this should dwell 
in our bosoms— no more fervent prayer should arise for the land that gave us 
birth, and which has been rendered sacred to us by the blood of our fathers. In 
all our visions of the future glory of our race, we should anticipate as firs! and 
brightest in the splendid prospect, the time when the peaceful spirit of heaven- 
horn Masonry shall completely triumph over the baser passions of men. 
u And can Ii be joined to heaven, and heaven Lo earth, 

** On* kingdom, joy and union without pad. n 

But, my beloved Brethren, there is yet another motive, which should stimulate 
us to u do with our might what our bands find to do.” It is, that a the night com- 
eth, in which no man can work.” A thousand incidents are daily occurring, to 
remind us that “ in the midst of life we are in death.” Even when scenes of pros- 
perity surround us, and our hearts are elated with the prospect of enjoying thorn ; 
at that very moment perhaps, the storm is gathering above our heads, shortly to 
burst upon us, and bury our hopes and our happiness together, in the dismal 
gloom of darkness and the grave. An event lias recently occurred in a neigh- 
boring Lodge, that tells, in tones of thrilling emphasis, that we “have here no 
continuing city.” A few days ago, I was called to perform the last offices of 
affection to the memory of a dear friend, a Brother of high standing in a neigh- 
boring Lodge. And hardly had the solemn words of our sublime service ceased 
to echo over the turficss grave of our fallen Brother; when the knell of death 
again vibrated on the ear— another summons came — and another Brother was 
called to hia last account. And thus in a few ■abort hours, the same procession 
returned to the same place, and the same solemn ceremonies were again perform- 
ed. These, my Brethren, are striking lessons of mortality ; but they are not un- 
common in this dying world. And who si mil say, which of our number the grim 
tyrant may next demand? In a few months, the Brethren of this county vvili as- 
semble to celebrate the nativity of the first Christian patron of our Order— that 
holy man who first kindled the pure flame of Christian Masonry on the hills of 
Judea. Brethren, shall we all be present on that interesting occasion ? Is it not 
probable— nay almost certain^-that some of us will then be missing ? Probably 
one of you who now listen, ur pFobably he who now addresses you, may then he 
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sleeping beneath the cold elods of the Valley, and “ the places that now know ns, 
will know us no more forever.” Let these considerations induce us to superadd 
to our exertions in the noble cause of morality, an unfeigned love for the sublimer 
doctrines of the Christian faith — that when we shall be called from our earthly 
labors , to partake the refreshment provided in our Father’s house, we may be pre- 
pared to rejoin our departed Brethren in the regions of unclouded light; leaving 
upon earth a name, — whose influence shall descend to every future age, and 
speak us the friends of man, and the benefactors of the world. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Halifax, JVC &, 13 Ih December , 1843. 

Dear Sir and Brother, 

In my former communication (referring to the officering of Virgin Lodge, of 
this city,) I promised to give you some account of the prosperity of the Royal Arch 
Degree, and of the black orders. I am happy to inform you that these, as well as 
the lower grades of Freemasonry in this Colony, are in a very prosperous condi- 
tion ; and are daily augmenting both in point of numbers and respectability. 

We have lately lost by death one of the Companions* of St Andiew’s Royal 
Arch Chapter ; and his remains were followed to the grave by a large concourse 
of Masons and other citizens, and every respect publicly paid to the memory and 
virtues of the dearly deceased Brother. 

The Royal Union Chapter has lately been re-officered at the annual election 
held in November last. The R. W. P. G. Master (under the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land,) Alexander Keith, Esq., the Mayor of this city, has accepted the office of 
First Principal, Z. and aided by the following subordinate officers, viz : — 

James Forman, (Dy. P. G. M.,) H.; Adam G. Blair, (G. Secretary,) J. ; John 
Richardson, P. S. ; Henry C. D. Twining, C. H. ; William Rodgers, R. A. C. ; J. 
Tropolet, Capt 1st. V. ; T. C. Kinnear, Capt. 2d. V. ; S. Binney, Capt. 3d. V. ; 

McPherson, Architect; G. Anderson, Sentinel; A. G. Blair, Secretary 

and Treasurer. 

From the experience and skill of these worthy Companions much may be ex- 
pected in reference to the future working of this Chapter. 

st. John’s lodse 

Has elected our late Mayor, Stephen Binney, Esq. (a most zealous Mason) its 
W. Master, and he has appointed Brothers Twining and Knowlan, his Wardens 
for the ensuing year. 

st, Andrew’s r. a. chapter, no. 55, 

(Under Scottish Jurisdiction,) 

The names of whose officers are contained in the last number of your ex- 
cellent Magazine, held a meeting a few evenings since, which was very nu- 
merously attended ; and after the preliminary and ordinary business had been 
gone through with, the M. E. First Principal presented to past 1st H. P. John 


* Comp. Robert Johnson. 
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Willis, an address from the Chapter, (expressive of their thanks for his long and 
valuable services as presiding officer,) together with a valuable silver jewel, of 
exquisite workmanship, made by Mr. Meyer, a very clever artist, resident in this 
city, and bearing the following inscription : — 

Presented 
by the 

Honorable J. Lea mi e a Starr, 

First Principal Z., 
on behalf of 

St Andrew's Royal Arch Chapter, No. 55, 
to Past 1st Frin. Z., John Willi*, for 
his zealous duties in said 
office during a period of 
eleven years* 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, 

11th December, 1813. 

Companion Willis on being invested with this valuable jewel, made a suitable 
and feeling reply, characterized by much zeal and modesty. The Companions 
supped together* and the evening passed away in much fellowship and harmony*. 

KNIGHTS TEMPLARS. 

The Knights of St. John’s Priory have adopted the costume described in your 
Magazine, for November last, and the effect in the Encampment is highly chival- 
ric and imposing. Their numbers aro increasing, and a growing attachment to 
these religious and military Orders is very manifest. We expect that before lung 
this will be a very numerous Encampment The Red Cros-* Degree has been 
abandoned, and those of Novice Esquire, and Knight Templars are now the only 
Degrees conferred in this Priory. 

The Head of St John’s Priory has been created Grand Prior of Nova Scotia, 
Ate*, and elected by the Grand Council of Scotland to the rank of a Knight Com- 
mander. 

Masonic Hall, / 
Dresden, West Tenn. } December 4, 1843. J 

Bao. C. W* Moore : — 

Dtnr Sift— Some of our Brethren at this place have requested me to give y ou a 
list of tiie officers elect of our Lodge, who will be installed on the 27th inst, 
and who hold their offices till the 24th of June next; as it may be serviceable to 
some of the Brethren who may present Diplomas at other Lodges, over the sign a* 
tures of the officers; On reflection, t am disposed to think that the plan— for each 
Lodge in the United States to publish, in some extensively circulated Masonic 
work, a list of her officers, as soon as elected, — would be a good one ; as Lodges 
conld then more readily recognize the acts, etc. of each other. What think you of 
the plan? If you approve of it, a call through the i Magazine 1 would be amply 
sufficient ; as, from its merits, I think that it is in every Lodge in Nurth America.* 


*We wish il waa, but it is not. 1 1 might nevertheless if the Lodges would dj^uo- 
piintc the small vain of ttro dollars u year from their funds for the purpose. We are ilispo- 
aed to beheve It would be like money placed at iuUre&t. The plan suggested by our Brother 
would occupy wti space than w# could *pare for the pur pose ^ ], Editor, 
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Were times more easy, you would find that our members would subscribe in 
numbers , for your work. All that see it, speak vocally in its favor. I would that 
we were more able to subscribe and pay for it, — that language sounds some better 
in a publisher’s ears, than the praise of one who, though able, is unwilling to cast 
in his mite to forward the publication of a work devoted to the interest of the 
Craft. 

Respectfully and Fraternally, 

C. P. B. 


Grand Lodge Hall, \ 

* MtUedgeville , Georgia, JVov, 8, 1843. $ 

R. W. C. W. Moore, 

Dear Sir and Brother : — I have been in this city two days and will drop you a 
line on matters and things that have interested me. The Legislature is in ses- 
sion, and George W. Crawford was this day inducted into the Gubernatorial 
Chair. 

The M. W. Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons, commenced 
its annual communication on Monday. I have been enabled to attend some of 
its deliberations. Thirtythree podges are represented, five Charters for the for- 
mation of new Lodges have been granted, and much business has already been 
done of importance to the Craft. The reports from all sections of the State, show 
that the Fraternity is in a healthy condition, and rapidly increasing its numbers. 
Masonry has attained a very high standing in this State, and commands general 
respect. Many of the distinguished men of Georgia are members of the Order, 
and there are * honorable men, not a few,’ in this Grand Lodge. I should judge 
from the appearance of this body, and that of the House of Representatives, that 
this is composed of men possessing more talent, intelligence and energy than 
that The character of this Grand Lodge is a sufficient guarantee that the inter- 
ests of Masonry will be promoted, under this jurisdiction. 

This evening the Grand Lodge went into an election of Grand Officers to serve 
the next Masonic year. 

The M. W. and Hon. William C. Dawson, was elected Grand Master ; R. W. 
John Hunter, of Savannah, Deputy Grand Master; R. W. Emanuel Ezekiel, of 
Columbus, Deputy Grand Master ; R. W. Amos Benton, of Macon, Deputy Grand 
Master ; R. W. J. C. Adkins, S. Grand Warden ; R. W. J. W. Castens, J. Grand 
Warden; W. Lucian La Taste, Grand Secretary; W. S. T. Beecher, Grand 
Treasurer; W. Jason Burr, S. G. D. ; W. Jeremiah Leak, J. G. D. ; W. John 

W. Tally, Grand Chaplain ; W. Alden, Grand Marshal ; W. M. Turner, 

Grand Tyler. 

I understand the Delegate to the National Convention, Brother Lemuel Dwelle, 
did not attend — but made a report which will be acted upon hereafter. 

Macon, Nov, lOfft. I have waited to learn something more to write, — the Grand 
Lodge closed its session on Friday. The Craft in this city is actively engaged ; 
many young men are craving and receiving Masonic Light. Thin Lodge, (Ma- 
con) purchased and prepared the Masonic Burial Ground , of which mention was 
made in a late number of the Magazine. The remains of a deceased Brother, 
Luce, formerly of New Bedford, Mass., are deposited therein. The Chapter is 
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constantly advancing, and the Brethren acknowledging the companionship of the 
Royal Arch. 7 

Savannah, 1 ML Here the Fraternity is prospering, — the clergy and laity are 
coming and asking permission to worship at the altar of Masonry. Great will be 
the increase of numbers this season, and great care is had to instruct Brothers 
properly. The Plumb appears to be noticed by the Craft, and the Order is much 
respected. Success to it a. c. 


THE TRESTLE-BOARD. 

Agreeably to the notice given in our last number, the Trestle-Board has 
been published and is ready for delivery to purchasers. It is published as the 
work of a majority of the Committee appointed by the late National Convention 
to prepare it, r,nd is submitted to the Fraternity for their approval or rejection. 
In preparing i:, the committee have earnestly and anxiously endeavored, not only 
to meet what they believed to be the expectations and wishes of their constitu- 
ency, but to give such a character to the work as to meet what their own expe- 
rience and the counsel of wise Brethren, assure them is required by the true in- 
terests of the Institution. And it is not a little gratifying to them that, so far as 
they have yet ascertained, the work, with a single exception, has been received 
with the warmest expressions of approbation. The recommendations which are 
attached to the work as published, will be found on the covers of the present 
number of this Magazine. The official sanction of the Grand Lodge of this 
Commonwealth, is given in a preceding page. To these we have the gratifica- 
tion to add the following from the Rev. Br. Albert Case, Secretary of the late 
Convention : 

“ Charleston, S. C ., Dec. 1843. 

R. W. Br. Moore, — I have received and carefully examined the new “ Ma- 
sonic Trestle -Board,” prepared bv yourself and P. G. M. Carnegy, in accor- 
dance with the will of the National Masonic. Convention. I congratulate the 
Editors on the completion of their labors, and while I regret that the Committee 
were not entirely unanimous in presenting so invaluable a work, I assure you 
that, in my opinion, the “Trestle-Board” is all the Convention desired it should 
he — better than any other text-book, for Masonic purposes, and that it will meet 
the approbation of the Convention, and the Fraternity. The omission suggested 
by the dissenting Brother, would much lesson the value of the work for general 
use. To the exoteric Mason the omission would be no disadvantage. But there 
are, and will be many of the esoteric school, who rule in Lodges, and to such, the 
illustrations are absolutely necessary. If the text-book did not contain them, the 
Master and pupil would often be found far in the NoHh, seeking knowledge 
in the dark. 

I repeat — I believe the book is what the Convention desired ; that it will be of 
infinite service in securing uniformity in the work of the Lodges, and that the 
intelligent craftsmen, who have prepared it, will see their work approved, and be 
greeted by the Conveution with “ well done,” faithful and true Brothers. 

Albert Case, 

• Secretary of the late National Masonic Convention 
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We are also permitted to add the following extract of a letter from the Hon. 
John Lyde Wilson, Ex-Governer of South Carolina, and Past Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of that State, to Br. Case. 

“ Charleston, Dec., 15, 1843. 

To the Rev . Albert Case, 

My Dear Sir — I have not been able in the limited time allowed me in the pe- 
rusal of the ‘ Masonic Trestle- Board? of Charles W. Moore, to speak as fully 
of the merits of the work, as I could wish. It is very evident that the author has 
improved very much our symbolical nomenclature, and rendered the science of 
Masonry much more accessible to all capacities. This is, of itself, a desideratum 
much needed heretofore. Be pleased to let me know where it can be purchased 
and I will take a copy, and give it a more careful examination. 

Yours, most truly and Fraternally, 

John L. Wilson, P. G. M.” 

Not the least valuable, and certainly not the least acceptable, because wholly 
unexpected, is the following recommendation, generously and kindly volunteered 
by our Brethren of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina. We find it in the Ramb- 
ler, an excellent tri-weekly paper published at Charleston, under the editorial 
management of R. W. John B. Irving, Esq. whose name is attached to the cer- 
tificate. We give it with the accompanying remarks of the editor: 

“Masonic Trestle-Board. — We have before us a copy of the above work, 
prepared by Grand Secretary Moore, of Massachusetts, and P. G. Master Carne- 
gy, of Missouri — they being a majority of the committee appointed by the Na- 
tional Masonic Convention for that purpose. We are much pleased with the 
work, and satisfied that the Brothers have done much good for Masonry in pre- 
paring it. It is calculated for the use of Lodges and Brethren, and to take the 
place of the Charts heretofore in use, which are out of print, and can be obtained 
only at a high price. The price of the Trestle-Board is eight dollars per dozen. 
It will soon be for sale in this city. We take pleasure in giving an insertion to 
the following recommendation by the officers of the Grand Lodge, and other dis- 
tinguished members of the fraternity in this city : 

We, the subscribers, officers of the M. W. Grand Lodge of South Carolina, 
have examined the “ Masonic Trestle-Board,” which has been just published by 
Brothers Moore and Carnegy, under the direction of the late National Masonic 
Convention, and we cheerfully recommend it to the patronage of the fraternity. 
Masters of Lodges will find it of invaluable service while superintending the la- 
bors of the workmen, and to every Brother who seeks an increase of light it will 
afford important assistance. It is ornamented with three “ carpets,” which are 
tastefully executed ; that of the F. C. in particular is of an entirely original and 
very beautiful design. We therefore cordially unite with our Brethren of the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts in giving to it the sanction of our names. 

Geo. B. Eckhard, M. W. G. Master. 

James C. Norris, Deputy Grand Master. 

John B. Irving, M. D., Senior Grand Warden. 

W. S. King, Junior Grand Warden. 

Albert Case, Grand Chaplain* 

JonN H. Honour, Grand Treasurer. 

A. G. Mackey, M. D. Grand Secretary. 

M. W. Henry A. Desaussurb, P. G. Master. 

R. W. Wm. B. Foster, P. D. G. Master.” 

The following note is from R. W. John Christie, Esq., Senior Grand Ward- 
en of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire. Br. Christie has been for many 
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yea ra one of the most active and efficient Masons in the Granite Stale. The ap- 
probation of such Brethren is above all price, 

“ Portsmouth, vV. H. t Dec, 14, 1843, 

Brother Moore— I have carefully examined the “Masonic Trestle-Board" 
prepared by you and Br. Garnery, by authority of the lute U. S. Masonic Con- 
vention ; and it gives me great pleasure to say, that. I deem it a work of the high- 
est merit. 

The M. YV* Grand Lodge of New Hampshire held a communication in this 
town yesterday j at which, a resolution passed, approving the “Trestle Board,” 
and ordering it to be used by the subordinate Lodges in this State, as a guide and 
text book in their labors. Yours, fraternally, 

John Christie. 1 * 

VOTE OF THE GRAND LODGE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

At a communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, held at 
Portsmouth, Dec. 13, A. L, 5S43, the following resolution was adopted, vis ; 

“Resolved, By the M. W. Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, that the “Masonic 
Trestle- Board” by R. W, Brothers Charles W. Moore and S, W. B- Carnogy, 
adapted to the National System of Work and Lectures as revised and perfected 
by the late U. S. Masonic Convention, be, and the same is hereby approved j and 
it is hereby ordered, that the same be used by the several Lodges under this ju- 
risdiction, as a guide and text book in their labors.” 

Attest, 

Isaac L. Folsom, 
Grand Secretary* 

R. W. Brother, Wat. Field, member of the Convention, from the Grand 
Lodge of Rhode Island, writes us as follows : “ I have given the Trestle- 
Board a thorough examination, and highly approve of it, in all its parts ; and I 
am perfectly willing you should use my name, ns a member of the Conven- 
tion, in recommending it to the Fraternity.” R, W. Br. Thomas Clapham, 
delegate to the Convention from New Hampshire, has also authorised us to make 
use of his name for the same purpose. 


MASONIC INTELLIGENCE, 

TENNESSEE. 

The annual communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Tennessee, was 
held at the Masonic Hall, in the city of Nashville, on the first Monday in Oct 
last The Grand Master opened the Grand Lodge with an excellent address, 
from which we make the following extracts : — 

u Brethren i— I t affords me much pleasure, after a lapse of another year, to 
meet you again within these peaceful walls consecrated to Friendship, Charity 
and Brotherly Love. These annual meetings, by bringing together Brethren 
from all parts of the State, tend to bind the Fraternity more closely together in 
the bonds of that Friendship w hich is, or ought to be, one of the distinguishing 
characteristics of our Order; and among men united as we are by the most sa- 
cred obligations, every effort should be made to strengthen these bonds. Initia- 
tion into the Order presupposes an union of mind and heart in promoting each 
other’s welfare. 

We have met together to interchange opinions, and, if I may be allowed the 

12 
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expression, to legislate upon subjects connected with the interest, prosperity and 
well being of our Order ; and, as on former occasions, our proceedings have been 
conducted in harmony, and closed in peace, I trust, however we may happen to 
differ in opinion, that the present session will be distinguished by the same good 
feeling and the same generous forbearance, so that each Brother when he de- 
parts hence may be able to lay his hand upon his heart and say, “How good and 
now pleasant it is, for Brethren to dwell together in unity” 

A severe domestic misfortune, and other circumstances by which I have been 
surrounded, have prevented me from visiting the Lodges in different parts of the 
State, as I contemplated at the close of the last session of the Grand Lodge : I 
am, therefore, unable to, speak from personal observation, of the actual condition 
of the respective Lodges. Although I cannot say, that during the last year, the 
number of Lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, has greatly in- 
creased, yet it is a subject of congratulation to every member of the Order, that 
the progress of the existing Lodges has been marked with prosperity ; that tbeir 
work has been generally improved ; and that the march of Masonry under our 
jurisdiction is onward. 

Frequent visits of the Grand Master to the subordinate Lodges, I am fully con- 
vinced, would be attended with the happiest consequences, and it is to be regret- 
ted that such visits have not been made either by myself, or by my predecessors. 
Errors will frequently occur in the work and proceedings of the best regulated 
Lodges, however careful they may be to avoid them, which can best be corrected 
by the Grand Master ; while his personal intercourse and friendly communica- 
tions with the Brethren are Calculated to inspire them with a new spirit, infuse 
fresh confidence in relation to the principles of the Order, and animate them to a 
more diligent and faithful discharge of their respective duties. However men 
may be disposed to the practice of prescribed duties, it is sometimes necessary to 
remind them of those duties, and their obligations to each other. 

Finding it to be out of my power to enjoy these personal communications with 
the subordinate Lodges, and in order to disseminate Masonic information, particu- 
larly in reference to the work of the different degrees, early in February last, I 
appointed brother William D. Dorris, Grand Lecturer, and under that appoint- 
ment he visited nearly all the Lodges in Middle Tennessee, and one or two in 
East Tennessee. His report is favorable to the good order of the Lodges, their 
zeal in the cause, and their desire of improvement It was intended that his visit 
should have been extended to the Western District, but circumstances prevented 
the accomplishment of that design. Here let me remark, that much of the beauty 
of the working part of Freemasonry consists in the uniformity and regularity with 
which the degrees are conferred, and the manner in which the moral application 
of the various emblems and symbols of the Order are enforced. Although the oc- 
casional visits of an authorized lecturer may effect some good, yet the full benefit 
can never be attained, until the Grand Lodge shall appoint two or more well in- 
formed and skilful Brethren as Grand Lecturers, and make adequate provision for 
them while in the discharge of their duties. The adoption of some means by 
which uniformity in the system of work may be established, and the principles of 
the Order be correctly understood, should engage the attention of the Grand 
Lodge at as early a period as possible. This subject has been discussed from 
year to year, but as yet nothing effectual has been accomplished. To carry out 
this subject, 1 recommend, that the Constitution be so amended, as to provide for 
the appointment of a District Deputy Grand Master, for each division of the State, 
each of whom shall be well versed in the lectures and work of the different de- 
grees, and who shall have a general superintendance of the Craft in their respec- 
tive divisions, and whose further duty it shall be to communicate instruction, and 
who shall also make report at stated seasons, to the Grand Master, of the condi- 
tion o.f the Lodges under their supervision. If this suggestion can be carried out, 
I feel assured that the Craft would be greatly benefited. 

Since the last Andu&l Communication, I have granted dispensations to several 
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hew Lodges, a list of which, with their location and the 'names of the officers, 
will be laid before you by the Grand Secretary. 

##•##«•• * 

At the last Annual Communication a resolution was adopted authorizing a com- 
mittee to purchase a site for a Masonic Orphan Asylum, in the neighborhood of 
Lebanon, in the county of Wilson. Although it was ascertained that its loca- 
tion is such as would have answered all the purposes in contemplation, and that 
the purchase could have been made upon advantageous terms, the committee de- 
clined making the purchase, and refer the subject again to the Grand Lodge. 

The committee were induced to adopt this course, because of the opposition to 
the measure by a number of Lodges where a hearty co-operation was expected, 
and the entire failure to realize any thing from voluntary subscriptions. I can- 
not but express my regret at the failure of this plan of benevolence — a plan 
which, if it were entered into with the. spirit which should characterize the mem- 
bers of an Order, one of whose chief pillars is Charity, and whose oft repeated 
injunctions call upon us to protect the orphan, might be effectually carried out, 
and if carried out, would redound to the credit of the fraternity, elevate its cha- 
racter, and raise many a worthy son and daughter of our unfortunate Brethren to 
honor and usefulness. But 1 forbear to urge the subject further ; the project 
must again fail without unanimity of purpose, united to a liberal hand. 

The Constitution adopted at the Annual Communication for the government of 
this Grand Lodge and its subordinate Lodges, was, soon after the adjournment of 
the Grand Lodge, submitted to the consideration of the subordiuate Lodges, with 
a request that they would act upon it as early as possible, and inform the Grand 
Master of the result There are thirtyeight Lodges on the list, of which only 
sixteen, as far as I have been officially informed, have acted upon the Constitu- 
tion at all ; of this number eleven approve, and five reject it. As the present 
Constitution requires two-thirds of the whole number of working Lodges to ap- 
prove of any amendments, and as the whole number of Lodges which approve the 
new Constitution, falls far short of two-thirds, the new Constitution is rejected, 
and the old one remains in force. How far those Lodges which neglected to act 
upon the Constitution, agreably to the resolution of the Grand Lodge, can recon- 
cile such neglect to a proper sense of duty, is for themselves to determine. 
*•#•*#•** 

The 14th Section of the Vth Article [of the Constitution] was adopted many 
years ago by the Grand Lodge of this State, and is still in force, and it is not 
contained in the Constitution of any other Grand Lodge. This section has been 
the subject of considerable discussion in the Freemasons’ Magazine,* published 
at Boston, and has elicited some interesting views from Masons distinguished as 
well for their Masonic knowledge, as for their piety and general learning. A 
careful perusal of this discussion has satisfied me, that it is a feature in our Con- 
stitution which ought not to be retained, and I, therefore, recommend its repeal. 
Our Institution professes not to interfere with the religious opinions of its mem- 
bers, and hence, there should be no regulation which would, in any manner, tram- 
mel the consciences of men where religious opinions are concerned. They 
should be entirely free, provided they acknowledge the great fundamental truth 
of the existence of God. 

###•#*### 

The Grand Secretary will lsy before you the annual proceedings of the differ- 
ent Grand Lodges in correspondence with this Grand Lodge, to which I invite 
the attention of the Committee to whom the same may be referred. Here permit 
me to remark, that it is too much the habit of Committees on Foreign Correspond- 
ence, not only in this, but in other Grand Lodges, to pass over Such correspond- 
ence with a very slight and partial examination, and return them to the Lodge 


i * 

*See Mfeg&zine, Vol. II. page |3. 
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with a brief report, that they contain nothing of particular interest Besides 
treating our sister Grand Lodges with something of disrespect, by this hasty ex- 
amination, important questions affecting the interest of the craft are passed over 
and we derive but little information with regard to the progress of Masonry in 
other States. There is scarcely any publication emanating from a Grand Lodge 
that does not contain something worthy of notice ; something that affects the 
fraternity at large, and thus they become interesting vehicles of information. In 
some of the Grand Lodges of Europe, particularly those of Germany, the commit- 
tees incorporate in their report whatever they may fpd in the proceedings of 
other Grand Lodges of interest to the craft in general ; in this way useful Ma- 
sonic information is more extensively disseminated, and the fraternity become 
more enlightened. Every Grand Lodge, it is true, is separate and independent 
within the sphere of its operations, but still it constitutes a part of one great fra- 
ternity, and whatever is of interest to one, must, in some degree, be of interest to 
others ; hence arises the importance of examining with more care the proceed- 
ings of other Grand Lodges. 

Having omitted to notice it in its proper place, I invite your attention to a 
resolution of the Masonic Convention at Baltimore, in relation to Grand Lodge 
Certificates, as “ a safeguard against the abuse of Masonic privileges by the un- 
worthy, 9 ’ and recommending that the Lodges “ demand certificates of the good 
standing of brethren who are strangers, and who are seeking the charity of the 
institution. From the number of mendicant Masons who are traversing the coun- 
try, something of this kind seems to be necessary to protect the institution from 
imposition, and the fund intended for the widow and orphan from being lavished 
upon the undeserving. 

Having thus presented some of those subjects which will require your atten- 
tion, permit me to offer a few general reflections, before I retire from this chair, 
which, through your partiality, I have occupied for the last two years. 

The institution to which we belong, ray Brethren, is not one of yesterday. It 
has existed from time immemorial, through all the storms and tempests which 
have agitated the natural and moral world. Its records and its traditions carry 
us back to the most remote antiquity, and its forms and ceremonies have been 
handed down through a succession of ages unimpaired in its essential features, 
although it may have, and most probably has, experienced some of the changes 
and modifications incident to all things of human origin. Forms and ceremonies 
are subject to change, but the great principles upon which our Order is founded 
are eternal and unchangeable. Adherence to the ancient landmarks and the 
established forms and ceremonies of the Order, are essential to its preservation 
and its universality ; when we depart from them, and encourage a spirit of inno- 
vation, the institution will, in a short time, cease to exist. Important as are the 
forms and ceremonies of the Order, it is to the practice of the sound principles of 
morality that are inculcated in every step of the Mason’s progress, that it is in- 
debted for its usefulness. The practice of these principles in public and in 
private life, in the Lodge and out of it, is that which is to distinguish the Brethren 
of this ancient and honorable Order from every other. If we disregard in our in- 
tercourse with the world, the duties which Masonry teaches, we cannot hope to 
advance its reputation, or to impress upon the uninitiated the value of the institu- 
tion. 

The success of our Order and its usefulness, depend much upon those who ad- 
minister its rites and ceremonies, and preside over its solemnities. It is their 
duty to instruct by example as well as precept. If they are themselves de- 
ficient in knowledge, how can they hope to impart information to others? If 
they do not comprehend the true principles of Masonry, how can they hope to 
make a favorable impression upon the novice ? 

A perfect acquaintance with the lectures of each degree are essential to the 
Master of a Lodge, and to the Wardens who may be called upon to fill the chair 
in his absence. Possessing such acquaintance, they will be able to discharge 
their duties with satisfaction to themselves as well as to others. But this is not 
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all : the ancient regulations, which form the basis of our more modern regulations, 
should be cart fully studied : the knowledge which may be thus acquired, would 
prevent many cifficulties which occur, and mar the peace and harmony of Lodges. 
These ancient regulations are to be found in most of our books, and while they 
carry with them the authority of antiquity, they bear the impress of wisdom. 
They should 1 ot only be studied by the officers, but they should be frequently 
read in our Lo Iges, that none may plead ignorance of the excellent precepts they 
contain. 

The great moral Temple of Freemasonry is supported by wisdom, strength and 
beauty. Its foundation was laid in wisdom, and its strength and beauty are de- 
rived from thf moral lessons which it teaches. It was suited to the times in 
which it was f< >unded, and its wisdom is displayed in the fact that it has been suited 
to the times th rough which it has subsequently passed. Within its sacred pre- 
cincts no lesso 1 is taught which is inconsistent with the precepts of the volume 
of inspiration ; no doctrine is inculcated which is at variance with good govern- 
ment, or submi *sion to the laws ; no duty or sevice is required which may not be 
performed. When a proper disposition is united with a determination of purpose 
to carry out the. principles of the Order, its beauties will be displayed in adorning 
the characters of its professors. 

It should be the especial duty of those who preside over Lodges to encourage 
the most harm mious intercourse among Brethren, and to suppress at once what- 
ever may tend to disturb the peace of tne Lodge. Without union and harmony 
among the members of the Lodges, the institution must fail of its objects, and the 
best purposes be defeated. It is as true in Masonry, as it is in politics, that in 
“ union there b strength,” and that “ a house divided against itself must fall.” 

Among the cardinal virtues of the Order are Friendship and Brotherly Love, 
and there are none which should be more carefully cultivated ; from those noble 
virtues spriqg others to elevate and adorn the human character. These virtues 
are inculcated in every degree ; they are impressed upon the novice when he 
passes the threshold of the mystic temple, and they meet him at every step until 
he takes shelter under the banner of the cross. Without Friendship and Broth- 
erly Love, the pillars that support the edifice would be shaken to their founda- 
tions. and the whole building would exhibit nothing but a melancholy wreck. 
Let me exhort you then, my Brethren, diligently to cultivate these virtues, that 
with one heart and one mind, you may promote each other’s welfare, and thus 
exhibit to the world the effects of this ancient and honorable Institution. 

Upon all proper occasions impress upon the members of your respective Lodges, 
the virtue of cl arity towards Brethren who may be borne down by the weight of 
misfortune. Remember that although to-day, you maybe rolling in affluence, 
to-morrow you may be reduced to want Among Masons, charity should be 
cherished as the first of virtues ; there is none more frequently, or more strongly 
inculcated in the sacred volume, which we profess to regard as the guide of our 
faith and the rule of our conduct 

Encourage and enforce by every means in your power, a proper observance of 
the virtue of Temperance, and indignantly frown upon every departure from it 
No single vice has done more to injure the cause of Masonry than intemperance. 
It is an evil in itself and eventually leads to crime. Every Lodge should, in effect, 
be a Temperance Society : first, because it is a virtue inculcated upon every can- 
didate at his Initiation ; ana, second, because its violation is calculated in an em- 
inent degree tc bring discredit upon the Order. 

Let me once more urge upon you to guard the portals of the Masonic Temple, 
so that no improper persons be permitted to partake of its benefits or enjoy its 
privileges. I repeat that a Lodge does not derive respectability from the number 
but the character of its members. Be careful, then, whom you admit. Close the 
door against the idle, the profligate, the intemperate. Admit none but such as 
you believe will conform to our rules. 

As this is the last time, my Brethren, I shall have the honor of addressing you 
from the place I now occupy, permit me to present you my thanks for your repeat- 
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ed marks of favor. If Masonry Las prospered during my administration, it is as 
much owing to your zealous co-operation, as to any effort on my part. May it 
continue to prosper until. every part of the State shall feel its benign influence ! 
May your Lodges be conducted in such manner as to dispel every prejudice, and 
prove to the world that our institution is “ as pre-eminent in usefulness as it is in 
age.’ 1 And may the blessing of heaven rest upon your labors, and as this meet- 
ing is happily begun, may it close in harmony ! 

The following correspondence explains itself. The compliment paid to the 
late Grand Master is richly merited : 

Nashville, Od. 5th, 184a 

Wilkins Tannehill, Esq. 

Dear Sir and Brother : — The undersigned, a Committee appointed by the M. 
W. Grand Lodge of the State of Tennessee, to convey to you their sense of the 
manner in which you haye for the last two years presided over their delibera- 
tions, take pleasure in presenting to you the following resolution, this day unani- 
mously adopted by them, viz : 

“ Besolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be tendered to our late M. 
W. Grand Master, Wilkins Tannehill, Esq., for the very able manner in which 
he has presided over this Grand Lodge during the two past Masonic years.” 

The undersigned feel gratified in being made the medium of communicating to 
you this testimonial of your Brethren, over whose deliberations you have presided 
with so much usefulness, and in addition beg leave to tender you their individual 
testimony, and express the hope that the Fraternity may long enjoy the benefits 
of your counsel and experience. 

Respectfully, yours Fraternally, 

Samuel M’Manus, 

C. A. Fuller, 

A. Goodrich. 

Nashville , 6th October, 1843. 

Brethren : — I received with the liveliest emotions of gratitude, the Resolution 
of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, expressive of the thanks of that body for the 
manner in which I have discharged the duties of Grand Master. 

On this occasion, I may be permitted to say that during my time of service it 
has been my endeavor to advance the cause of Freemasonry in this State, not 
only from a sense of duty, but from sincere attachment to our Order, with which 
I have been connected more than thirty years. While I regret that various cir- 
cumstances have prevented me from discharging as effectually as my inclination 
prompted, the duties of Grand Master, it will be in after life a gratifying reflec- 
tion that my efforts, such as they were, have met the approbation of the Grand 
Lodge. I cannot, however, my respected Brethren, close my official relations 
with those with whom I have been so long connected, without congratulating 
them, as the representatives of the Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Lodge of Tennessee, on. the prosperous condition of the fraternity ; on the de- 
sire which has been manifested to advance the reputation and usefulness of the 
Order, and on the harmony which has characterized their recent deliberations ; 
and I fervently invoke the Great Giver of all good to continue to bless and pros- 
per our Institution, that the sphere of its usefulness may be extended^ and its 
principles rightly understood and properly appreciated by every member of the 
Order. 

Please accept for yourselves individually, and the assembled members of the 
Grand Lodge, my best wishes for your and their health, prosperity, and happiness. 

With every sentiment of Fraternal regard, 

I am, Brethren, yours, &c. 

W. Tannehill. 
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The Committee on foreign correspondence submitted a report, from which we 
make the following extracts : — 

These Reports embody much of general interest to the Craft — much to afford 
gratification and delight in the history which they present of the progress and 
prosperity of our beloved and venerated Institution ; while they suggest some se- 
rious admonitions to strict uniformity, prudence and circumspection in our 
“ Work,” and the invariable observance of a rigid discipline, based upon the pri- 
mitive constitutions and usages of Masonry. In the general embarrassment and 
convulsions of the times, where inability is so commonly pleaded in justification 
of the forfeiture of every kind of pecuniary obligation, it is not surprising that 
this, in common with every other institution depending for its pecuniary support 
upon moral obligation, should suffer with peculiar severity whenever it has be- 
come liable to the caprice, infidelity, negligence, or forgetfulness of its members. 
The credit system has borne heavily upon some of our sister Grand Lodges, and 
the experience of the Fraternity clearly indicates that it should be abolished or 
curtailed to the utmost extent 

Your Committee are pleased to observe the general advancement of the Repre- 
sentative system, as exhibited in the proceedings before them, in the govern- 
ment of the Fraternity, and favorably recommend it to the further consideration 
of this Grand Lodge. 

Your Committee delight in being able to testify, from substantial evidences be- 
fore them, to the efficient manifestation on the part of the different Grand Lodges 
of the Union, laudable and increasing interest in behalf of Education. This de- 
light is three-fold, because, as Patriots, as Philanthropists, and as Masons, we 
witness the discharge of a three-fold duty, in the proper intellectual and moral 
training of the children of indigent or deceased Brethren and others, who are 
soon to take their places as citizens of a Free Government, whose chief supports 
it cannot be too constantly borne in mind, are Wisdom and Integrity, a sound 
moral and intellectual culture. The Grand Lodge of Virginia provides for the 
distribution of her Grand Charity Fund, after defraying the expenses accruing 
upon each Grand Annual Communication of beneficiaries in her several Masonic 
districts. 

The Grand Lodge of Missouri, and others, have also taken a bold stand in this 
truly laudable and benevolent enterprize. 

Your Committee regret that they are unable to present any accurate informa- 
tion of the proceedings of the respectable and energetic Grand Lodge of New 
York* and some others of our sister States, as they have before them no report of 
their proceedings. 

Extract from the report of the Committee on Dispensations : 

“ In these Lodges, in direct violation of an express resolution of this Grand 
Lodge, the Brethren have been in the habit of doing business, such as electing 
candidates in the degrees below the Masters, and in all the Lodges above named, 
candidates for membership and initiations have been elected to take degrees, and 
admitted to the privileges of membership without due examination into the char- 
acter and standing of the petitioner. Tnis your Committee believe to be essen- 
tially wrong, and if practiced to any extent, will destroy one of the strongest safe- 
guards against the introduction of unworthy persons into our Order. The char- 
acter of an applicant for the benefit of Masonry should ever be scrupulously and 
impartially examined ; and in urging upon the subordinate Lodges to strictly per- 
form this duty, which they owe not only to themselves, but to every member of 
the Fraternity of which they are in the cases before them the appointed guardians 
of its honor and interest In this animadversion we but perform a duty enjoined 
upon us as a Committee of this Grand Lodge. Your Committee do not wish to 
be understood as in any way impugniug the motives of the Brethren of the above 
Lodges. Their zeal is commendable and worthy of praise. But we desire that 
their practice in all things should conform to the regulations of the Fraternity. 
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The Tbestlb Board.— Brethren order- 
ing single copies of the Trestle Board, by 
mail, will enclose to us ft, paying their own 
postage. We will then seiki them the work, 
paying the postage on it here . and this will 
balance the account. See advertisement. 

JjrOur Charleston S. C. correspondent 
writes as follows “Our Brethren here 
have a procession, &c. on the 27th. Oration 
by my best Brother John B. Irving, Esq. 
M. D., Sheriff of Charleston District, editor 
of the Rambler, and Grand Senior Warden. 
He will deliver a pretty thing, for he is one 
of the most popular orators in the state. It 
is gratifying to see the Order awake ail over 
the South, to the anniversary services. It is 
a sure indication that we are coming up to 
the requirements of Masonry, like the rush- 
ing of many waters. This general move- 
ment leads me to anticipate a swell of num- 
bers and of moral strength, for there is care 
taken now.” 

We shall write our correspondent at New 
Orleans in a few days. In the mean time 
we beg to say that we cannot furnish the 
Jirst volumes, for which he writes. We 
have ten or a dozen of the 2d vols on hand, 
but none of the first. We have printed a . 
larger edition of the third volume, and can 
supply all demands for the back numbers at 
present 

^ 3 *We are in want of Nos. 10 and 12 of 
Vol. I. Any Brother having either of these 
Nos. to spare, will oblige us by sending them 
by mail. We are also in want of a copy of 
No. II. Vol. 2. 

J^Our correspondent at Zanesville, Ohio> 
is informed that a package has been sent to 
bis address, as ordered. Should it not come 
to hand in due time he will please notify us. 

£3rWe learn that a Grand Encampment 
for the State of Ohio, was formed at Lancas- 
ter, in October last. 

The Grand Lodge of Maryland dissents 
from the proposition to send a delegate to 
Europe. 
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We notice in Edinburgh, the death of 
Lord Robert Ker, Assistant Adjutant- Gen- 
eral of Scotland, aged 63 years. He was 
brother to that Marquis of Lothian who was 
Grand Master of Scotland, in 1794 — 6. He 
' was initiated in Edinburgh, and had been 
several times Master of St. David’s Lodge, 
and at the head of the Naval and Military 
Chapter in that city. 

At Cambridge, England, on the 4th July 
last, Rev. G. A. Browne, Vice-Master of 
Trinity College. He was the Provincial 
Grand Master for the county of Cambridge, 
and Provincial Grand Superintendent of 
Royal Arch Masonry, for the same Province. 
He was actively devoted to the interest of 
the Craft, and his loss will be severely felt 
by our English Brethren. 

fir We have received a copy of the pro- 
ceedings of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, 
had at its hnnaal communication in Nov. last* 
It came to hand too late for the present num- 
ber, but will receive attention in our next. 
We notice a vote recommending the Maga- 
zine, for which we return our acknowledge- 
ments. 

Expulsions. — We are -requested to give 
notice that John T. Tasker, of Portsmouth, 
N. H., has been expelled fiom the privileges 
of Freemasonry, by St. John’s Lodge in that 
town, and that the expulsion has been con- 
firmed by the Grand Lodge of the State. 

We are also desired to state that Alexan- 
der Robinson, of Charlotte, N. C., was ex- 
pelled from the rights and privileges of Ma- 
sonry, by Phalanx Lodge, n that place, on 
the 4th Nov. last. 

We have a copy of the proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge of Ohio, lad at its late an- 
nual communication, hut defer noticing them 
more particularly until our next. 

We are compelled to defer until our next, 
the publication of much interesting matter, 
which we had prepared froi i the proceedings 
of the Grand Lodge of Missouri* 

Q^Mr. Ira Van Nortwi' k, of Boonville, 
Mo. is no longer agent for this Magazine. 
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THE ANTIQUITY OF MASONRY. 

We are free to confess,— however un philosophical the confession may 
be, — that we love our Institution the better that the crest of antiquity 
is on its brow.” We do not, however, attach any intrinsic importance 
to the question whether it has existed three or thirty centuries. It is suf- 
ficient for all practical purposes to know, that it has existed from “ time 
whereof the memory of man runneth not to the contrary,” We are not, 
as Masons, solicitous to build our standing in society, or our reputation as 
a Fraternity, upon the antiquity of the Brotherhood, or the services ren- 
dered to mankind by the Brethren in former ages. We are not noblemen 
li ving on the renow T n of our ancestors. We nevertheless cherish a just pride 
of ancestry. We are proud of the glorious history of our Institution, and 
of the long catalogue of brilliant names which illustrate its escutcheon* 
Gray hairs are said to denote wisdom. By an analagous rule antiquity 
denotes worth. If gray hairs in man indicate a mind matured by expe- 
rience, — antiquity in an institution is far more certain evidence that time 
has approved and sanctioned it. That which is evil is like a u house 
built on the sand,” but that which is pure, is like a “ house founded on a 
rock.” It is not, how + ever, alone for testimony which its age bears to the 
truthfulness of its principles, that we venerate its antiquity. We are 
blest, — for whatever affords rational enjoyment is a blessing, — with a 
modern tq share of the enthusiasm of the antiquary. We like to delve 
amidst antique ruins, decayed temples* and broken columns, — turning up 
now and then from under the accumulated rubbish of successive ages, 
some splendid memorial of ancient magnificence or enduring testimony 
of architectural grandeur. We like to revel amidst musty records. And 
we occasionally indulge this propensity, — for such it is, — in turning over 
the leaves and brushing the mould from the time-worn history of our In- 
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stitution, in endeavors to trace out the half obliterated evidences of its 
existence in ages running far down the vista of time. 

But with all our love for the past, — with all our antiquarian enthusiasm, 
— we cannot follow those of our Brethren who penetrate the antideluvian 
world, and in the pride of discovery exclaim, — 44 ever since symmetry 
began, and harmony displayed her charms, our Order has had a being! ”* 
We frankly confess that we do not belong to that school. We have never 
yet been able to obtain any precise knowledge of the alleged fact, that 
Adam was a Grand Master ! nor are we quite sure that Noah ever con- 
verted his Ark into a Lodge-room ! On the other hand, we deny the 
often repeated charge of the enemies of our Institution, that it is of mod- 
ern origin. We think we can satisfy any unpiejudiced mind that it has 
existed for at least three thousand years. Our own impression is that 
something like it was cultivated by the Jews in their Egyptian cap- 
tivity. We know that traces of certain Egyptian rites are still visible in 
its ceremonies. It is not our present purpose, however, to follow out this 
inquiry, to any considerable extent, or with much particularity. We pro- 
pose now to show that our enemies are not altogether correct in the bold 
assertion, so frequently made by them, that the origin of the Institution is 
referable to the year 1717. And that our proofs may not be objected to 
as coming from Masonic, and therefore partial sources, we shall at the 
outset, offer the testimony of one of the most powerful writers who ever 
arrayed themselves in opposition to Freemasonry, in any part of the world. 
We refer to Professor John Robison, Secretary of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh, and author of 14 Proofs of a Conspiracy against all the Reli- 
gions and Governments of Europe.” 

44 The Dionysians of Asia Minor,” says the learned Professor, 44 were 
undoubtedly an association of architects and engineers, who had the ex- 
clusive privilege of building temples, stadia, and theatres, under the mys- 
terious tutelage of Bacchus, and distinguished from the uninitiated or pro- 
fane inhabitants, by the science which they possessed, and by many pri- 
vate signs and tokens by which they recognized each other . We are also 
certain that there was a similar trading association, during the dark ages, 
in Christian Europe, which monopolized the building of great churches 
and castles, working under the patronage and protection x>f the Sover- 
eigns and Princes of Europe, and possessing may privileges. But it is 
quite uncertain,” continues the Professor, 44 when and why persons, 
who were not builders by profession, first sought admission into this 
Fraternity. The first distinct and unequivocal instance that we have of 
this, is the admission of Mr Ashmole, the famous antiquary, in 1646, into 
a Lodge at Warrington, along with his father-in-law, Colonel Mainwaring.” 


* Vide Preston, Webb, or any of the Monitors. 
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Thus we have the testimony of Professor Robison, that the Masonic 
Fraternity was known, in Christian Europe, as a “.trading association” of 
architects, “ during the dark ages and that they were “ similar” to that 
association of architects and engineers in Asia Minor, “ who had the ex- 
clusive privilege of building temples, stadia, and theatres, under the mys- 
terious tutelage of Bacchus.” In this opinion the Professor is amply sus- 
tained by every intelligent author who has written on the subject. The 
editor of one of the most elaborate works ever published in this country, 
in speaking of these associations, has the following remark : “ We know 
that the Dionysians of Ionia (which place has, according to Herodotus, 
always been celebrated for the genius of its inhabitants,) were a great 
corporation of architects and engineers, who undertook, and even monop- 
olized the building of temples, stadia, and theatres, precisely as the Fra- 
ternity of Masons are known to have, in the middle ages, monopolized 
the building of cathedrals and conventual churches.”* 

We believe it is generally admitted by the learned, that the Dionysian 
and Eleusinian mysteries were modelled upon those of Isis and Osiris.t 


♦ American edition of the Encyclopedia. 

t The same or similar ceremonies which were observed in the worship of Osiris and Isis 
in Egypt, the great sources of secret and mysterious rites, (Lucian, de Dea. Syr.) were cel- 
ebrated in Greece in honor of Bacchus and Rhea ; at Eleusis, they were applied to Ceres 
and Proserpine j in Tyre and Cyrus, to Adonis and Venus.— “ Signs and Symbols.” 

Plutarch assures us, that the Egyptian Isis was the same with Ceres ; that Osiris was the 
same with Bacchus ; and that the Dionysia of Greece was only another name for the Pa- 
mylia of Egypt. According to Festus, (see Univ. Hist.) the Liberalia of Rome was the 
festival corresponding to the Dionysia of Greece ; and it is probable, says Mr Lawrie, that 
this feast was observed throughout the Roman empire, until the abrogation of the Pagan 
theology in the reign of Theodosius, about four hundred years after Chiist. Psellus informs 
us, that the mysteries of Ceres existed in Athens until the eighth century of the Christian 
era, and were never totally suppressed.— (Vide “ Treatise on Grecian Gods.”) It is to be 
observed, that these mysteries were greatly corrupted and perverted from their original pur- 
poses by the Greeks and Romans. Mr Lawrie truly remarks, that they contracted impuri- 
ties from the corruption of their abettors ; and though the forms of initiation were still sym- 
bolical of the original noble objects of the Institution, yet the licentious Romans mistook 
the shadow for the substance j and while they underwent the rites of the Eleusinian myster- 
ies, they were strangers to the objects for which they were framed. 

The reader will make the necessary distinction between the Dionysian association and the 
Bacchanalia, or Feast of the Bacchanals. They have sometimes been mistaken, by persons 
not thoroughly acquainted with their respective histories, to be one and the same association, 
because they were both dedicated to Bacchus* Nothing can lie farther from the fact. Hero- 
dotus tells us that the solemnities in honor of Dionysius, or Bacchus, were originally insti- 
tuted in Egypt ; and were transferred from that country into Greece by one Melampus. The 
Bacchanalia were instituted by an illiterate and licentious priest, who came from Greece into 
Tuscany, about two hundred years before Christ. From Tuscany they were imported to 
Rome ; but the promoters of these midnight origies, having indulged in debauchery and dis- 
loyalty to the farthest extent, the meetings, throughout all Italy, were abolished by a decree 
of the senate. — Lio. lib* xxxix. 
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Masonic writers contend that they were both Masonic Fraternities, form- 
ed for scientific improvement, though tinctured with the doctrines of 
Egyptian mythology.* The striking similarity of their external forms, 
and the still more striking similarity of the objects they had in view, are 
strong proofs in support of this opinion. Those who were initiated into 
these mysteries, were under solemn pledges to conceal the instructions 
they received, and the ceremonies that were performed.t None were ad- 
mitted as candidates until they had attained to a certain age ; and parti- 
cular persons were appointed to examine and prepare them for the rites 
of initiation. J Those whose conduct was found to have been irrregular, 
or who had been guilty of atrocious crimes, were rejected as unworthy ; 
while the successful candidates were instructed, by significant symbols, 
in the principles of religion ; were exhorted to restrain every turbulent 
passion ; and to merit, by the improvement of their minds and the purity 
of their hearts, those ineffable benefits which they were still to receive.^ 
Significant words were communicated to the members : Grand Officers 
presided over their assemblies :|| their emblems were analogous to those 
of Freemasonry ;** and the candidate advanced from one degree to 
another, until he had received all the lessons of wisdom and virtue which 
the Priests could impart.1’t( a ) 

If it be objected, that there were circumstances in the celebration of 
these mysteries, which have no counterpart in the ceremonies of Freema- 
sonry, we reply, that it is unreasonable to expect just sentiments of God 
under the prevalence of polytheism, and equally so to suppose that Chris- 
tians should adore the gods of the heathens. But however this may be, it 
is certain that the Dionysian association was known in Ionia and other 
parts of Greece, more than twelve hundred years before the Christian era. 

About fifty years before the time of Solomon, a multitude of Greeks 
migrated to Asia Minor, drove out or subdued the inhabitants, and settled 
themselves in that country. We are told that they carried with them a 
knowledge of the arts and sciences, and introduced into their new terri- 
tories the mysteries of Dionysius and Minerva.JJ They excelled in ar- 

* Those who were initiated into the Dionysian, ware entitled to be present at the celebra- 
tion of the Eleusinian mysteries.— Latmrie. 

t Andoc de Myst. and Meursins in Eleus. Myst. t Hesychius. 

S Arrian in Epictet. lib. iii. || Robertson’s Greece. 

**Euseb. Prepar. Evangel, lib. iii. ft Anacharsis. 

(*)They used, as most significant^ emblems, the Theological ladder*— the tripple support 
of the Universal Lodge— the point within a circle, and many other legitimate emblems of.Ma- 
sonry ;— they used the same form of government .—the same system of secrecy, allegory, 
and symbolical instruction; all tending to the same point,— the practice of morality.— Oli- 
ver^ History of Initi . 

tt Chandler’s Travels in Asia Minor. 
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chitectural design and sculpture— arts which, at that period, were held in 
the highest esteem. They spread their settlements far and wide, and 
eventually became the artists of all Syria.* It is not, then, reasonable to 
suppose that they cither escaped the notice, or failed to attract the patron- 
age, of a king of such magnificence and such extensive commerce as 
Hiram of Tyre, And it may not be presuming too much upon the prem- 
ises, if wc come to the conclusion, that a portion of these Greeks com- 
posed ihc company of u cunning workmen,” sent by the king of Tyre to 
assist Id the building of the first Temple. This conjecture is further cor- 
roborated by Josephus, who informs us that the Grecian style of archi- 
tecture was employed in that stupendous work. 

At the erection of the Temple, Freemasonry received many of its dis- 
tinguishing characteristics. The internal economy of our Lodges fully 
justifies the remark, that it then took much of its spiritual, or, in the tech- 
nical phraseology of the Craft, its speculative character. We have the 
same evidence for the belief that it then also received substantially its 
present form of organization. That the Dionysian artists, whom we sup- 
pose to have been engaged in that magnificent undertaking, readily sub- 
mitted to the regulations proposed by king Solomon for the government of 
the workmen ; and that, through the influence of the same great mind, 
they were induced to relinquish such of their mystical rites as were par- 
ticularly offensive to the Jews, and to adopt many of the ceremonies of 
that singular people, — is a supposition, neither improbable in itself, nor 
inconsistent with the known habits of ail the nations of those days— not 
excepting the Jews themselves. 

It is undoubtedly true, that when the Temple was completed, the work- 
men were employed on other great w + orks at Jerusalem, — that they built 
the house of the forest of Lebanon, the store-cities east and west of the 
Jordan, the cities of Azor, Magedon, Gozarra, and Tadmor.t And we 
are informed, by Masonic tradition, that after the death of Solomon, the 
workmen began to travel into foreign countries in search of employment ; 
and that they carried the secrets of the Fraternity into the several States 
of Asia, Africa and Europe, 


* Ionian Antiquities* 

t Solomon * s> distinguishing taste leaned In architecture, and he indulged it, after the erec- 
tion the Temple, in building several magnificent fabrics as well public ns private. One 
pa face was eons trusted for bis own use; -another for his Egyptian Queen {—and n third to 
serve ns an occasional residence Tor himself or other members of the royal family. He sur- 
rounded Jerusalem with walls \ — built an Arsenal,— a Senate house called MiJIn ; — fortified 
a number of towns on the frontiers, and in the centre of his dominions, and supplied them 
with magazines.— {Vide filers Ills, Bible, v. ii. p 2L) He built Tadmor and Banlnth, 
{otherwise. Palmyra and Bualbcc,) between the Euphrates and the coast; also Gezer mid 
lower Bethdioron, between Joppa and the Red Sea,*— ftfUmtm** Hid. Jev*, v. ». p. 2i& t 
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THE ANTIQUITY OF MASONRY. 


That any of their successors were found in Christian Europe, “ during 
the dark ages,” is a question which we shall not presume to determine. 
We know, however, that “ a travelling association of architects” did ap- 
pear at that period, and were employed by the Papists in the erection of 
those splendid monasteries and magnificent cathedrals, which are the ad- 
miration of the civilized world. We know also that they were a frater- 
nity of Freemasons. This fact is freely admitted by Professor Robison ; 
and though we may not thank him for the admission of that which is 
otherwise susceptible of demonstration, we should have been obliged to 
him if he had informed us where they came from, and whence, in that 
long intellectual night, they derived their extraordinary architectural skill, 
the monuments of which are yet to be seen in every part of Europe.* 

A distinguished writer (De Goguet) conjectures that many of the Jews, 
who were employed at the building of the Temple, being persecuted by 
their enemies, emigrated to Phoenicia, of which Tyre was the principal 
city. The Tyrian artificers, recollecting their pleasant residence on 
Mount Moriah, and influenced by the feelings of friendship which seven 
years’ companionship with their Jewish co-laborers had inspired, furnish- 
ed them with ships in which they passed the Pillars of Hercules and set- 
tled in Spain.f 

We are also assured, by Strabo, that colonies were established, by the 
inhabitants of Palestine, on the western coast of Africa, about fourteen 
years after the dedication of the Temple. j: 

The old record found among the Bodleian manuscripts by the immor- 
tal John Locke, which he supposed to be in the hand writing of king 
Henry VI., asserts that Masonry was brought into England by Pythagoras. 
Ancient records and traditions tend, strongly, to convince us that the wise 
Grecian philosopher was connected with a secret institution, whose objects 
were the cultivation of knowledge and virtue.§ 

The celebrated Chevalier Ramsay labored to prove that Freemasonry 
arose during the Crusades. The first Crusade was undertaken in 1095, 

*The Anthologia Hibernicae, for 1734, informs us that in that year, one of the ancient 
Syriac fraternities still existed on Mount Lihanus. I see no reason, therefore, why a por- 
tion of their predecessors may not have appeared in “ Christian Europe during the dark 
ages.” 

t His (Solomon’s) fleets navigated both the Red Sea and the Mediterranean, bringing 
home gold, and ivory, and precious stuffs from Africa and Spain.— Milman’s Hist. Jews . 

+ The Phoenician navies extended their voyages beyond the Pillars of Hercules, where 
they founded Cadiz. Northward they sailed along the Coast of France to the British Is- 
lands ; southward along the African shore. They admitted the Jews as regular partners, 
or permitted them to share the advantages of this traffic. — Milman' , s Hist . Jews, v. i. p. 217. 

§ Alter Pythagoras, in the course of his travels through Egypt, Syria, and Ionia, had been 
initiated into the mysteries of those enlightened kingdoms, he imported into Europe the 
sciences of Asia, and offered to the inhabitants of his native soil, the important benefits 
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and the last in 1291. Professor Robison informs us that the Temple in 
Fleet Street, London, was 44 built by the public Fraternity of Masons, 

who had been engaged in the holy wars.™ This Temple was erected by 
tiie Knights Templars in 1185. The Abbe Bairuel, author of 44 Memoirs 
of Jacobinism,” — 1 the malignant, sophistical Jesuit, who honored nothing 
but the abuses of Papistry, — supposes Freemasonry to be a continuation of 
the Temp Ears.* Others, on the contrary, have endeavored to prove that 
the Order of the Templars is a branch of Freemasonry. This the Masons 
have always admitted, not only because it is honorable to them, but be- 
cause, moreover, it is true. In 1125, — 292 years before the period fixed 
upon by the apostles of modern anti masonry, as the origin of our Insti- 
tution,— the British Parliament passed an act prohibiting the meetings of 
Freemasons. 


which he himself had received. 1 The offers of the suge having been rejected by his coun- 
trymen of Samos, he settled at Croton a , in Italy, ’where more respect was paid to hi* person* 
nod more attention to his precepts. 2 When the kinduees of the Crotomans, and their so* 
Ikittide to obtain scientific information, had inspired Pythagoras with tome hopes of success* 
he selected a number of his di^cipjcg, who* from a similarity of their character*,, the mild- 
ness of their dispositions* and the steadiness of their conduct, seemed host adapted to pro- 
mote the purposes he had in view. 3 lie formed these into a fraternity, or separate order uf 
men* whom he instructed tn the sciences of the Enstj and to whom he imparted the myster- 
ies and rites of the Egyptian, Syrian and Ionian associations, 4 Before a candidate was re- 
ceived into the number of his disciples a minute and ililligecii inquiry' was trade into his 
temper and characier.5 If the issue of this inquiiv was favorable to the aspirant, he bound 
himself, l y a solemn engagement, to conceal from the uninifinied, the my&leries which he 
might receive* and the sciences in which he might he instructed. The doctrines of charity, 
of universal benevolence, and especially of affection to the Brethren of the Order, were 
warmly recommended to the young disciples ; and such was the influence which they had 
upon their minds, that discord seemed to them, to have been banished from Italy* and the 
golden oge to have again relurtied.G Strangers nT every country, every religion* and of 
every rank in life, were received* if properly qualified, into the Pythagorean asocial ion* 
Like Freaiujosootf, they had particular words and signs, by which they might distinguish 
each other* atid correspond, at n distance. 7 They wore white garments* as an emblem, of 
their inunccnce.R They had a particular regard for the Eom.'J They advanced from one 
degree oi knowledge to another. JU They were forbidden to commit to writing their myster- 
ies, which were preserved toldy by trarfilton.l l } 

Mr CJyneb { 12) has enumerated, at great length, nil the paints of resemblance between the 
Pythagorean nud Masonic Ins til ttti or. s« Ida attempt* eo prove that the loiter took its rise 
from the former; and though he has been successful in pomiingoui a remarkable coincidence 
bcuv**ti the two associations, ho is not sustained in the conclusion to which he has arrived * 
Mu facts may he used with equal, if not with additional strength, in main! slitting the reverse 
of hi* proposition. Whether the Pythagorean and Masonic associations weta precisely oaaj- 
a^ous or no(, there can he little doubt that Pyihngcros was fully acquainted with ihe uremia 
of the latter* and that he tnughi them to his disciples, 

*Thc A him, (in order to carry nut his malign an 1 intentions,} adduces a variety of reasons 
Lohliciv that the Templars derived their Masonic knowledge ami ceremonies from the Mao 
ivbeijns, which iccl originated about A . D S72. 


I J j«( <t < , t'j 1 1 b* (of a s rf!tE*rc.Ea IV cun Efjfpt Sfi'1 y+*f* lirTi.t^ Chrl** 

« vii* Pjf l i.ng jf d. UlMfli’i' Hi fi t*>|. E 

|ij^rr,b. tf UJlu- SlUlMUlliii. IteiuigD M,*i. Jew* 

t trlllUt, ^ 3 AolWC£i'i fiLterflue** for Mpfi'b, tT!>4 tllilnijt, b. f 


4 A ill tut fi fUji it Ullik*, JL 
ft Ibid- 

if Audio! tl iChkA. 17 - 4 . 


104 


AN INTERESTING RELIC. 


Proofs might be multiplied to an indefinite extent, but enough has been 
adduced to disprove the slander which the reckless traducers of the In- 
stitution would fasten upon its friends and supporters — that of practising 
a fraud upon the public, by claiming for it an antiquity to which it is not 
entitled. 


AN INTERESTING RELIC. 

A Snu£f-Box, made from a piece of the timber of the ship u Betsy 
Cains,” of South Shields (England), — whose remarkable history will ap- 
pear in the sequel, — was recently presented to the Officers and Brethren 
of St. Hild’s Lodge, at that place, by Br. G. F. Wilson. On the lid of 
the Box is the following inscription : 

“ Presented to the Master, Wardens, and Brethren of St. Hild’a Lodge of Freemasons, 
South Shields, No. 292, by Br. G. F. Wilson, as a mark of respect to the Brotherhood. 
This Box is made from a piece of the original timber of the “ Betsy Cains !” 

The box is richly carved. On the front of it appears an exact repre- 
sentation of the rt Betsy Cains,” as she lay on Tynemouth rocks, where 
she was wrecked. On one end is a design of the vessel sailing in the 
direction of the rocks, with the light-house in the distance ; — on the op- 
posite end appears Tynemouth Castle, &c., and on the back of it is a 
good design of the life-boat, fully manned, in the duty of saving lives. 
The whole is represented as being executed in the best style of workman- 
ship. 

There is a deeper interest in the “ Betsy Cains” than appears from the 
preceding. She was built at Deptford, in 1688, expressly for the pur- 
pose of bringing over “ William and Mary” from Holland to England. 
She was then called the M St. Anna,” and continued in the government 
service until the close of the last century. She was then sold, and em- 
ployed in the merchant service, — was subsequently taken by the French, 
and sold to the Prussians, by whom she was called the “ Anna Wilhelmi- 
na.” When hostilities were declared against Russia, she was at Ply- 
mouth, in England, under the Prussian flag, where she was detained ; and 
where, in 1807, she was again sold into the merchant service, and re- 
ceived the name of Betsy Cains.” In 1816, she once more changed 
owners, and became the property of the Brother to whom the Lodge at 
South Shields is indebted for the interesting relic in question. She was 
employed by him in the coal and butter trade until Feburary, 1827, at 
which time she was lost on Tynemouth rocks. Thus, after many changes 
of name and circumstances, this remarkable vessel lived to the age of 
139 years, and has her memory recorded in a Masonic Lodge. 
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THE DOOM OF DELAMORE. 

The Temple tower told the midnight hour, 

The Warders watched from fear all free ; 

Peaceful slept William Delamore, 

Chief of the Templar chivalrie. 

In slumbers deep did each good Knight sleep, 

Nor evil conscience broke their rest ; 

Though needs they weep as warriors weep 
For friends, for gallant hearts oppressed. 

Mourn’d had they late for their Brethren’s fate, 

When Philip* foully struck the blo w — 

Inspired by avarice and hate— 

That laid the Gallic Red Cross low. 

Sudden a shock, like a thunder stroke, 

Was heard, that burst the Temple door ! 

Upstarting from his slumbers woke 
The go^d Sir William Delamore. 

Nought feared the Knight, nor thought of flight ; 

But ere his crossed blade he could draw, 

Before his sight in the pale lamps light, 

A host of pointed spears he saw. 

“ Ha ! traitors here, with brand and spear, 

Loud rampant in our Temple hall ! 

Seek ye our lives, or gold, or gear ? 

For ruthless robbers seem ye all ! 

Yield thee, Sir Knight, to King Edward’s might j 
In the King’s name yield thee to me ! ” 

“ Not to King nor to Knight bent I e’er in fight, 

Still less to a headsman vile— like thee. 

(l Oh, had I my shield, and my lance did wield, 

As I have done in the battle fray l 
With my destrier stout in the open field, 

Foul catifFs ye should rue the day!” 

But in vain he might pray to churls as they— 

And sooth but it was sad to see 


* Phillip the Fair— the murderer of the Templars at Paris, in 1314. 

14 
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ladies’ lodge. 


So noble a Knight in wars grown gray, 

O’ercome by such base treacherie. 

Deep underground in cell profound, 

With all his true Knights thrust was he j 
They saw no sight— heaid but the sound 
Of their chains clanking heavilie. 

Through five long years, midst groans and tears— 
Through fire long years and fire months o'er, 
Tortured with racks, and hopes and fears, 

Lay the Grand Prior Delamore. 

But threats nor pain, could more in rain, 

To own a lie, that Templar brare : 

His proud soul spurned the tyrant’s chains — 

His dungeon formed the martyr's grave.* 


LADIES’ LODGE IN PARIS, IN 1 793. 

During the reign of terror, in the early period of the Fench revolution, 
it is well known that the enthusiasm of many French women reached the 
very climax of fanaticism ; and, indeed, among all who were not anxious 
to leave the scene of such dreadful excitement, Fanaticism existed, eith- 
er real or similated. That the mischief should have extended to the 
Lodges d’ Adoption, (the female Lodges) was not surprising. On one oc- 
casion a candidate for admission, while undergoing examination, was un- 
usually excited — and during a part of the ceremony, was conducted to an 
eminence* and told to look down at what awaited her if she faltered in 
her duty. Beneath her appeared a frightful abyss, in which a double row 
of iron spikes was visible. No doubt her mind was in a chaos of fanat- 
icism ; for, instead of shrinking appalled with the sight, she exclaimed — 
“ I can encounter all 1” and sprang forward. By the wondrous interven- 
tion of Providence, the “ frere terrible,” as he was termed, who caught 
her intention, at the instant touched the secret spring, and the candidate 
fell, not on the spikes, but on the green bed in imitation of a verdant plain ! 
She fainted, but was soon revived by her friends ; when, the scene having 
changed, the sweet strains of choral music not only served to reanimate 
her, but the effect of the ceremony weaned her from the fanaticism of 
the day. She became a Sister of Mercy, and was known for her good 
deeds.t 

* This noble Templar, equal at least, if not superior to the Master de Molay in firmness 
and fortitude, died in his prison, overwhelmed with wo, refusing to the last to recant his 
statement, or confess himself and his Order to be guilty of crimes of which they were inno- 
cent. He is worthy of a monument of brass. 

* In Paris the ceremonies of the Female Lodges were scenically illustrated. 

t The iron spikes were immediately afterwards dispensed with in the ceremony. 
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The following anecdote may very properly be told in connection with 
the above. The incident on which it is founded occurred about the same 

period, and like the preceding, illustrates not only the fanaticism of the 
time, but the extent to which it was carried ; 

INITIATION OF A LADY. 

The lady of General Faint rattle, having adopted the military uniform, 
served as adjutant to her husband ; she had distinguished herself by sev- 
eral heroic deeds of arms, but so particularly by her kindness and liberal- 
ity to mankind in general, that the first Consul* presented her with a 
commission as Captain of Cavalry, should she feel disposed to continue 
in the profession of her choice. 

The Lodge of u F re res Artistes,” of which many military officers were 
members, having arranged to hold, after one of their assemblages, a 
Lodge meeting for ladies (fete d’ Adoption,) previously to adjourning, no- 
tice was given to the Master, (Bro. Cuvelier de Trie,) that a staff officer, 
in full regimentals, was anxious to take part in the forthcoming ceremony. 
A certificate had been demanded and was submitted, hut appeared to be- 
long to a Ladies' Lodge, (much to the astonish me tit and consternation of 
the Venerable,* and all present,) addressed to Madam Faintraille, Adju- 
tant or Captain. He recollected, however, that ibis lady, by her conduct 
and talents, had earned this extraordinary distinction, and doubted not that 
the officer mentioned was the lady, and was irrepressibly seized with the 
overpowering impulse of making her a Freemason, and suggested it to the 
Lodge, saying, 14 As the First Consul has seen fit, in the deeds of this 
lady, to swervo from the usual course, by making no difference in her 
sex, I do not see that we can err by following the example.” Many ob- 
jected, having the fear of the Grand Orient (Grand Lodge) before their 
eyes? but the eloquence of the Venerable, and the example of the First 
Consul induced the majority to consent. Preparations were immediately 
commenced to receive the female adjutant into the Brotherhood, with every 
possible and cautious form, consistent with her sex. The ceremony pass- 
ed off with honor to all parties ; and at its conclusion the Lodge of Adop- 
tion was opened. 

The whole proceeding, however, was irregular and illegal , and had it 
been followed up, as it would have been anywhere but in France,— and 
even there at any other time, — the result would have been the expulsion 
of the Venerable and all parties concerned. 

* Ii is perhaps not generallf known that Napoleon was a Freemason* and caused, while 
Emperor* his brother Joseph to be elected Grand blaster of the Freemason a of France, mid 
ibe chancellor Cambaceres and Murat, hits Deputies, 

tThe Master is called the 11 Venerable, 5 * in France* 
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THE WONDERS OF CREATION. 

The evidence of the great truths inculcated by Christianity and Freemasonry 
rests mainly dn the Holy Bible. This consideration should not, however, prevent 
our attention to the auxiliary testimony which is furnished by the All-Wise Crea- 
tor in his physical formation. While we daily study the former, we shall do well 
to pay attention to the latter, according to our opportunities of investigation. To 
an enlightened observer, they both- carry indubitable marks of their great origi- 
nal. The beautiful dome, the sky studded with myriads of stars, declares the 
hand of an all perfect workman. The most perfect catalogue of stars, before 
Herschel appeared, did not contain quite 5000, but by the vast superiority of his 
glasses, he was enabled to discover 44,000 stars in a few degrees of the heavens ; 
and by the same proportion, it is supposed that seventy five millions are exposed 
in the expanse, to human ken. Lalande supposes that a glass of Herschel’s power 
may discover 90 millions of stars in the whole surface of the heavens, and that 
even this number is but small, in comparison to what exists. All these stars are 
suns, with a system of planets surrounding them. We know that our sun is pla- 
ced in the centre, or rather in the lower focus or foci of the orbits of the planets. 
It is accompanied with 29 planets and over 500 comets. What an amazing idea 
does this give us of the works of God ! And if such be the work, what must the 
Workman be? Every part of nature, with which we are acquainted, is full of liv- 
ing creatures, with stores of every kind to supply their necessities. This little 
globe of ours is known to contain within its bowels a great variety of valuable 
minerals, and to be covered with about 20,000 different species of vegetables, 
3000 species of worms, 120,000 species of insects, 200 species of amphibious ani- 
mals, 550 species of birds, 2,600 species of fish, and 200 species of quadrupeds. 
How immense then must be the number of individuals! One fly is found to 
bring forth 2000 at a time, and a single cod fish to produce considerably more 
than three millions and a half of young. Leewenhock tells us, that there are 
more animals in the melt of a single codfish, than there are men upon the whole 
earth! Over all these creatures presides upwards of 730 millions of human be- 
ings. Such is the family of the Great Father here upon earth ! And when it is 
considered, that the earth itself, with all its furniture, is no more, when compared 
with the whole system of things, than a grain of sand when compared with a huge 
mountain, we are lost in the immensity of God’s works, and constrained to cry 
out, u Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of him, or the son of man that thou 
visitest him !” And if to this immensity of the works of creation, we add the ad- 
mirable structure of the whole, and the exquisite perfection of every part, we 
shall not fail of being exceedingly affected with the ineffable wisdom of the Di- 
vine Architect. To bring this consideration more within the grasp of human 
comprehension, let us take to pieces and examine the several parts of any crea- 
ture which God hath made ; and we shall find a perfection among its several pow- 
ers, and an adaptation of its situation in the grand scale of existence, far surpass- 
ing human skill. Let the most perfect anatomist that ever existed, make his ob- 
servations upon the human frame ; let him examine with the greatest possible 
attention the tout ensemble of the structure, then let him proceed to the several 
parts of which the microcosm is composed ; first, the powers of the mind : the un- 
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derstanding, the will, the. memory, the conscience, and the various affections ; 
next, the five senses : the touch, the taste, the smell, the hearing, and the sight ; 
afterwards let him proceed to the several fluids of the body ; and then to the 300 
bones, the 40 different sorts of glands, the 466 muscles, the 40 pair of nerves, the 
fibres, the membranes, the arteries, the veins, the lympheoducts, the excretory ves- 
sels, the tendons, the ligaments, the cartilages ; and let him explore the whole and 
every part with the greatest degree of accuracy, knowledge and judgment, that 
ever entered in man ; and then let him honestly say whether he could suggest the 
smallest improvement in any one respect. No ! “ We are parts of one stupen- 
dous whole, whose body nature is, and God the soul. 5 ’ It is our duty, Brethren, 
to keep our own minds active in the study of the laws of nature, and of nature’s 
God, — to contemplate his works and adore his name. A Brother. 


FREEMASONS’ flALL AT LONDONDERRY, IRELAND. 

The following description of the new Masonic Hall, at Londonderry, (Ireland) 
has seemed to us to possess sufficient general interest to justify its insertion in 
our pages : — 

“ Sometime ago, through the exertions of Br. Alexander Grant, permission was 
given by the Town Council to open an entrance from the city wall into a large 
room, sixty feet in length and eighteen in breadth. This has been divided into 
three compartments, the first forming an ante-room, as well as a refreshment 
room, and is twentyfivo feet in length ; the walls are neatly papered, and the ceil- 
ing covered so as to represent a large picture-frame, and the centre closed in 
with a very chaste and beautifully colored drawing of the Masonic Arms ; from 
the centre is suspended a handsome gas-lamp, with several hurners, which throws 
an abundant light over the apartment ; the room is otherwise arranged so as to 
afford comfort, and display elegance of design. 

The temple is thirtyfive feet in length ; the walls made to represent exquis- 
itely chisselled blocks of granite ; the ceiling is, as in the ante-room, coned, and 
the centre filled up by a magnificent painting of the Tracing-Board, first degree ; 
from the corners depend four branches, each emitting a blaze of light; the tes- 
sellated border, and the other ornaments, shine out in bold relief ; these, contrast- 
ed with the crimson drapery and gilded mouldings, give a coup (Tail to the whole. 
The pedestals are small, and exquisitely painted so as to represent the purest 
marble ; the Wardens’ chairs are in the Gothic mould ; and the floor a just re- 
presentation of the Masonic pavement ; while, round the sides, and extending 
three feet towards the centre, is a rich Brussels carpeting. The Master’s chair 
is a piece of very fine workmanship, forming a canopy, and ornamented with Ma- 
sonic paintings. Round the walls are suspended the warrant of the Lodge, the 
Royal Arch Charter, and other Masonic paintings and engravings, gifts of differ- 
ent members of the Lodge. The remainder of the building is intended as a pre- 
paratory room, and fitted up accordingly. On the whole, this little Masonic sanc- 
tum is so conveniently arranged, both as regards taste and accommodation, as 
perhaps to surpass any thing of the kind in the north of Ireland | and it is a mat- 
ter of congratulation to be able to make this known to the Craft in Ireland. Ma- 
sonry may be said to be in a state of infancy here (Londonderry ;) but every hope 
is entertained that when so much has been done in so short a space of time, (for 
the whole of this has been done within the last six months,) the period is not 
far distant when the zeal of the Brethren will do much more towards carrying 
out the design of an Institution so moral and virtuous in its principles, and so 
“ god-like in its effects.” 
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THE ANNIVERSARY OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST. 

st. John’s day in Wilmington, n. c. 

Extract of a letter from Rev . Albert Case, Deputy Grand High Priest , of the 
Grand Chapter of South Carolina . 

R. W. Br. Moore : — The Masonic Fraternity in Wilmington, celebrated the 
anniversary of the patron Saint of our Order, in a spirited manner. Having pre- 
viously received an invitation from a joint committee of Concord Chapter and St. 
John’s Lodge, to deliver an Oration on the occasion, I arrived there on Tuesday 
26th. At evening the Chapter held a meeting, and I presided while the R. A. 
degree was conferred on two Brothers. Wednesday was a beautiful, warm day. 
The procession, which consisted of a few Knights Templars, — the Chapter and 
Lodge, — was formed at half-past 10, by Companion William A. Burr, the Marshal 
of the day. Accompanied by a good band of music, it proceeded to the Presby- 
terian Church, where after prayer by Rev. A. P. Repiton, Chaplain, and the sing- 
ing of two Odes by the choir, the audience listened for about an hour to an ad- 
dress which I had the pleasure of delivering. At the close of the services the 
procession marched through several streets, and returned to the hall. At half- 
past one, a great number of the Brethren sat down to an excellent dinner provi- 
ded in the saloon of the Lodge building, by the ladies who were holding a Fair 
for the purpose of raising funds to repair the Presbyterian Church. Notice hav- 
ing been given that the Officers of the Chapter would be publicly installed at 
evening, the Hall was crowded with ladies at an early hour. At half-past seven 
the Chapter was called to order, and I proceeded to install the Officers elect. 
The utmost silence was observed by the crowd, and a deep interest manifested 
during the services of Installation. 

After the appropriate Addresses were delivered, the Chapter took a recess to 
allow the assembly to disperse, and having been called on about nine o’clock, it 
was closed in due form. 

The Chapter and Lodge are in a very prosperous condition, both busily at work. 
The procession was very neat, numbering near a hundred. The citizens throng- 
ed the Church, and seemed to bespeak their regard for our time honored Institu- 
tion. The time was, when the funds of the Lodge were dealt out for refresh- 
ments, but that time has passed, and with the revival of Masonry the Lodge has 
decided that the funds shall be sacred to Masonic purposes. If I mistake not, 
the Order will prosper rapidly in that town. The Brethren are true and zealous ; 
the voice of the community, especially of the ladies, is decidedly favorable to 
Masonry. Their new Hall is on Market Street, it is a neat edifice 40 feet square, 
three stories high — with a Gothic front. The whole front was illuminated on the 
evening of St. John’s day, and attracted much attention. 

Two stores on the lower floor are rented — a large hall on the second floor is 
occupied for Concerts, Lectures, &c. In the third story is a splendid Lodge- 
room, and two convenient ante-rooms. The Lodge room is fitted up in a supe- 
rior style, and decorated with great taste. Much credit is awarded Br. Fanning, 
to whose exertions the room is indebted for its splendid appearance. 

The Grand Lodge of North Carolina met at Raleigh on the 1st Monday inst, 
and adopted the recommendations’ of the Baltimore Convention, — its Work, Lee- 
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tures, &c. I have no doubt that North Carolina will keep pace with her sister 
States in their Masonic march. A Knight Templar’s Encampment will soon be 
opened at Wilmington. On Thursday, I took leave of the Brethren, — long shall 
I remember their kindness and the fraternal associations of St John’s day. 

The Brethren are not so far North, as to prevent the light shining in their Ma- 
sonic Temple. 

AT CHARLESTON, S.C.* 

Br. Moore: — St. John’s day, was duly observed by the Grand Lodge and Ma- 
sonic Fraternity in this city. A procession was formed at ten o’clock, and re- 
paired to the German Lutheran Church. Br. John H. Honour, Illustrious Prelate, 
officiated as Chaplain. A very eloquent, chaste and instructive Address was de- 
livered by the very Worshipful John B. Irving, Senior Grand Warden. The 
announcement that he was the Orator of the day, was sufficient to draw out the 
elite of the city, and there was a crowd in and about the Church, who listened 
with rapture for an hour or more to the thrilling sentiments so eloquently uttered 
by Br. Irving. ' The Brethren sat down to a banquet at their Hall in the evening, 
and after a few hours of good cheer, they separated, satisfied that Masonry had 
revived, and is far more prosperous than at any time for several years. The pro- 
cession was large and beautiful — the day passed off pleasantly, and all that took 
part in the proceedings were delighted. The Address of Br. Irving will be print- 
ed. 


AT HALIFAX, N . 8. 

The “ Brethren of the Mystic Tie” had a brillinnt dinner last evening, (27th 
Dec.) at the Masonic Hall, in the full costume of their Order. The banquet was 
given by the St. John’s Lodge to the Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Mas- 
ter, A. Keith, Esq. Several other guests were present, among whom were Co- 
lonel Calder, Major Henderson, and one or two other veterans of the Craft. 

The evening passed off with high enjoyment We are permitted (says the 
Halifax Post) to subjoin a 

LIST OF THE TOASTS. 

1. The Day— honored by the Fraternity throughout the world. Freemasons ’ 
March. 

2. The Queen — The illustrious Daughter of an exalted Mason, and the 
branch of a Royal House eminent for centuries for its patronage of our mystic 
rites. God save the Queen. 

3. Our highly distinguished Brother , Prince Albert, and the other members 
of the Royal Family. Prince Albert’s March. 

4. The memory of his Royal Highness the late Duke of Sussex, distin- 
guished equally in Masonry, Science, and Philanthropy. — Bums’s Farewell. 

5. The Most Worshipful the Earl of Zetland, the Pro-Grand Master of 
England, and the Grand Masters of Scotland and Ireland. Come send round the 
wine . 

6. His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia. March. 

7. Our Guest the Right Worshipful Alexander Keith, Provincial Grand 
Master of Nova Scotia. Wielding the Supreme Masonic Power in this Colony ; • 
we attribute to his Zeal, Kindness, and Impartiality, the present prosperous state 
of our Order; and, as a Lodge within his jurisdiction, we tender him our sincere 
regards and esteem. John Anderson , my Jo ! 

8. Our worthy Brother Colonel Calder, and the other guests who have hon- 
ored us with their presence this evening. Come o’er the heoBter. 
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9. — The memory of Sir John Moore, and the distinguished Freemasons who 
with him were formerly members of this Lodge. Avid Lang Syne. 

10. The Garrison of Halifax and The Squadron on this station. The 
Army and the Navy . 

11. The Grand Prior of Nova Scotia, and the Knights Templars, the Royal 
Arch Masons, and the Members of St. Andrews, Virgin, Royal Standard, and 
Royal Sussex Lodges. May the true Spirit of Freemasonry continue to unite us 
in Brotherly love and harmony. Flow on, thou shining river. 

12. The Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council of the City of Halifax. 
John Gilpin. 

13. The three greater and three lesser Lights of Masonry. When order 
first, at Heaven's command. 

14. Our Friends who are unitiated and in darkness, and thus excluded from 
our festivities this evening. May we shortly hail them in the Light of “ Brothers 
of the Mystic tie." 


MASONIC MELODIES. 


BY R. W. BR. THOMAS POWEB. 

No. 11. 

UNITY. 

Music—'* Rural Felicity .” 
How dear are the symbols of friends so united 
That live by the Level, and work by the Square ; 
Where light shines unfading, in regions benighted, 

While Charity traces beneficence there ! 

With love so undying, true Brothers combining, 

How gently roll on their kind moments each day ! 

Our fancies shall gather, like blossoms intwining, 

The joys of past days that shall ne’er fade away. 

Chorus. —With love so undying, &c. 

Though lowly and humble his worldly condition, 

Each Brother still finds his true merits confessed, 

For whispers unkind ne’er awake dark suspicion, 

Our honors bestowed on the wisest and best. 

With wonder the world sees the chain of affection 
Grow firmer and brighter as years roll away, 

When wrongs and oppressions demand our protection, 
Their hopes we ne’er slight, nor their trust e’er betray. 

Chorus. — With wonder the world, &c. 

Oh ! who in this world the kind feeling has treasured, 
That springs from the Unity Brothers so prize, 

Has ever its bliss with that world’s ever measured, 

To know how much dearer the pleasures that rise ! 

As summer waves sparkle in sunlight that ’s o’er them, 
While others succeed in their brilliant career, 

Long, long may the faithful, in time yet before them, 
Find Unity’s chain become brighter each year! 

Chorus.— A s summer waves sparkle, &c. 
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No. 12. 

SALUTATORY ODE. 

Music.—' 11 Rob Roy Me Gregor.” 

Brothers all, assembled here, 

Hail the Grand Master, O ! 

Join with voices soft and cleaT, 

Hail the Grand Master, O ! 

All whose hearts with love o’erflow, 

All who hope for joys below, 

All who worthy homage owe, 

Hail the Grand Master, O ! 

Come with pleasure’s joyous train, 

Hail the Grand Master, 0 ! 

When sweet music stakes the strain, 

Hail the Grand Master, O ! 

Travelling on a thorny way, 

Gather roses while you may, • 

Garlands formed of blossoms gay, 

Hail the Grand Master, O. 

Ere the days of sorrow fall, 

Hail the Grand Master, O ! 

Brothers in affection call, ^ 

Hail the Grand Master, O ! 

Come to-day, with hearts sincere, 

All who duty’s claim revere, 

Join the chorus swelling near, 

Hail the Grand Master, O ! 

[grand honors.] 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Benton, Lowndes Co., Mol, Dec. 30th, 1643. 

Companion Moo be — 1 arrived in Benton a few days since, and found my 
JRma Mater, Benton Lodge, in a flourishing condition. 1 was much pleased to ob- 
serve they were actively engaged, in works of benevolence. Besides the usual 
sums expended by the “ Committee of Charity,” the Lodge has lately resolved to 
educate at their own expense, the children of a deceased M. Mason, formerly a 
resident of this county. 

The election of officers of this Lodge for the ensuing year, (1844,) took plhce 
a short time since, when the following gentlemen were elected. D. H. Middle- 
ton, W. M. ; Wm. H. Tarrance, S. W. ; Robert Rives, J. W.; G. R. Gilber^ 
Treasurer ; Wm. H. Chambliss, Secretary ; C. G. Rives, S. D. ; Stephen Bryan, 
J. D. ; Jno % Adams and A. H. Allen, Stewards ; J. A. Branch, Tyler. 

The albove mentioned officers were duly installed on the 27th, at which time a 
pertinent and eloquent address, in defence of the Order, was delivered by P. M. 
R. L. Downman, Esq. 


15 
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THE FREEMASON’S LEXICON. 

[The following are translations from a German work entitled the “ Freemason’s Lexicon ; 
containing short treatises upon the ancient and modern history, symbols, customs, systems, 
and degrees of Fjreemasonry j the secret Orders or Mysteries of the ancients ; Orders of 
modern times 5 Magicians] Rosicrucians j biographical notices of eminent Freemasons, 
and many other useful notices to Freemasons, by Br. John Christian Gaaicke, Past Mas- 
ter of a Lodge in Berlin.” It is a curious book, containing many curious things, as its title 
indicates j some of which we shall, frym time to lime transfer to the pages of the Magazine. 
The complete work is in course of translation, by Br. Gborqe Watson, of London, for the 
Quarterly Review. It is not, however, of sufficient importance or interest to justify its 
entire publication in our pages.] — Ed. Mao. 

A ac hon, Aix-la- Chapelle.— In this city is the St John’s Lodge, Constancy ani 
Union, affiliated to the Grand Lodge of the Three Globes in Berlin, March 7, 1816. 
It formerly consisted of two Lodges, which were united under the above name, 
September 15, 1778, with a warrant from the Provincial Grand Lodge at Frank- 
fort-on-the-Maine. When the French took Aix-la-Chapelle, they compelled the 
Lodge to adopt the French ritual, and to work by it until 1816, when Aix-la- 
Chapelle again became a free imperial city : it is rendered remarkable by a 
prosecution of the Lodge and of the Brethren, which deserves commemoration. 
“ The monk, Ludwig Greinemann, a Dominican, and lecturer on theology, in the 
year 1779, in the time of the fast, (Lent,) endeavored to prove, by a course of ser- 
mons from the pulpit, that the Jews who crucified our Saviour, were Freemasons ! 
that Pilate and Herod were Wardens in a Mason’s Lodge ! ! that Judas, before he 
betrayed his Master, was initiated in the synagogue, and that when he returned 
the thirty pieces of silver, he did no more than pay his fees for initiation into the 
order!!!! The magistrates having remarked the commotion thereby raised 
among the people, thought they would act very prudently by adopting the same 
tone ; accordingly, on the 10th of March, 1779, they published the following 
decree: — 

M The inhabitants of the free imperial city of Aix-la-Chapelle are reminded how 
that the sect of Freemasons are already placed under the bann of the church by 
two popes, and that to those excommunications is appended ipso facto , a depriva- 
tion of the rights, privileges, and protection of citizenship ; a noble and wise 
magistracy has determined to add thereto the following temporal punishment, that 
any one who shall offer a refuge in his house to the so-called Freemasons, or who 
shall allow them to assemble in his house, shall be punished for the first offence 
with a fine of 100 florins ; for the second offence, 200 florins; and for the third 
offence, with banishment from the city and its territories, and that by law.” 

Father Greinemann praised this edict extremely, and said, openly, if his fol- 
lowers would assist him, he would slay every Freemason he met, with his own 
hands. Upon this the mob abused every one whom they suspected to belong to 
tii ’ rder. Jealous of the honor which Greinemann had thereby acquired, the 
Capuchin, Peter Schuflf, strove to exceed him in the persecution, and the populace 
did not refuse to give him his meed of approbation. In this critical state of things, 
the Lodge applied to the neighboring Lodges and princes for assistance, which 
was immediately rendered ; both priests received a letter in French, in which the 
writer declared himself to be one of the ancient dignitaries of the Order of Free- 
masons, strongly reminded them of their true duties, and amongst other things, 
ptated “that even many priests were Freemasons. One pope, many cardinals, 
bishops, priests, and even Dominican and Capuchin monks were members of the 
Order.” This had some effect, but peace was not entirely restored until some of 
the neighboring free imperial states threatened that they would prohibit the 
monks from collecting alms in their territories, if they continued to stir up the 
mob against Freemasonry. 


freemason’s lexicon. 


115 


Abschied, having or declaring off.— When a Brother changes his residence 
from the place where the Lodge is held, of which he is a member, he will act 
prudently by requiring a written dismissal from the Lodge, more especially if 
there is a Lodge in the place where he is going to take up his new abode, and he 
wishes to become a member of it. In this dismissal it ought to be certified that 
he had been a diligent workman, and that he had done his duty to the Lodge of 
which he had, up to that period, been a member. Should there be any other rea- 
son why a member declares himself off the Lodge, it ought to be truly stated, for 
truth should ever be one of the distinguishing characteristics of a Mason. With- 
out such a written testimonial, no strange Brother should be allowed to leave one 
Lodge and join another. In places where there are many Lodges, a Brother may 
leave one and join another, but ought not to do so without a written testimonial 
that he has done his duty to the Lodge he is leaving ; should there be any par- 
ticular reason for this step, both Lodges ought thoroughly to know diem. Many 
Brethren leave one Lodge and join another, without any notice whatever to the 
Lodge they have left ; the consciences of those Brethren must be their own ac- 
cusers or excusers. 

Active. — A Lodge is called active when it assembles regularly; and a Bro- 
ther, when he is a working member of such a Lodge. Many Brethren visit a 
Lodge who never or seldom take any part in Lodge work, either because they 
live too far distant from the Lodge, or that the labor is not sufficiendy interesting ; 
every Lodge and every officer ought to strive diligently to avoid the last imputa- 
tion ; but if they find their endeavors in vain, and that there is any Brother who 
will not pay due attention to the work, they ought to endeavor to reclaim him first 
by fraternal remonstrances ; if those do not avail, by punishment. By the death 
or removal of the members, a Lodge may become inactive for a time, and it 
is better that it should be so than that the continuing of the work should be en- 
trusted to inexperienced officers. 

Adoptiqn System. — This system, which is indebted to die inventive genius of 
the French Orient for its existence, is a remarkable appearance in Freemasonry. 
Its object goes so far as to open the gates of the Temple of Light to the fair sex, 
who, from the earliest period of time have been shut out from a participation in 
the secrets of the Royal Art. They therefore formed a system of Female Free- 
masonry, or Sister Lodges, which were adopted by the Male Lodges. When the 
founders of this system had settled that Benevolence springs from social in- 
tercourse, they were so gallant as to say, “ But is there any real enjoyment of 
life at a distance from the graces ? It is impossible that the most perfect portion 
of the human race can be banished forever from those places their presence 
would but serve to adorn. Further: this Order, whose origin is lost. in the deep- 
est and most distant shadows of tradition, and whose secrets are as closely con- 
cealed as their, origin, this Order has determined to prove to the world, that 
woman unites, with all her other virtues, the virtue of wise circumspection. It is 
the duty of this Order, by the adoption of the female sex, to create a new source 
of strength, and to form new examples, not merely to bring to suffering humanity 
a larger measure of the duties of benevolence and cousolation, but to adorn those 
duties with all the graces of delicacy which make them lighter for the giver, and 
softer and more agreeable to the receiver.” From these and other still weaker 
grounds, the system of Adoption was formed ; and on the 11th March, 1775, a 
Lodge was opened in Paris, under the name of La Candeur, .and that, too, with the 
permission of the Grand Master of the Grand Orient of France ! A Marquis filled 
the chair, and a Dutchess was his Deputy Mistress, or female Master. Besides 
the W. M., there were other male members in the Lodge, and the office bearers 
were mstles and females. The number of sisters increased so strongly, that in a 
very short time, a new Adoption Lodge sprung up, called La Fidelite, which was 
also followed, in a short time, by many others, and they wrought in more than 
three degrees in them. This system still (1831) exists in France. In the year 
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1787, the Lodge of Truth and Union, at the Three Crowned Pillars in Prague, 
had the pleasure of introducing an imitation of the Parisian Lodges of Adoption. 
The Brethren composed a ritual of their own, anfl at the first fctaiale labor, the 
first female S. W. returned thanks, half jestingly. This sort of work has long 
ceased in Germany. 

Ausser dem Loge. — Out of the Lodge. — A Freemason ought to distinguish 
himself from other men out of the Lodge, as well as in it, by uprightness and 
friendship to the Brethren, by a free and unconstrained manner of thinking, and 
by an unimpeachable purity of living. A Brother Freemason shall not only con- 
duct himself in the' Lodge, but also out of the Lodge, as a Brother towards his 
Brethren ; and happy are they who are convinced that they have in this re- 
spect ever obeyed the laws of the Order. A free and unconstrained manner of 
thinking distinguishes not only an enlightened man, but a man who nobly pro- 
tects that which is just. 

African Master Builders. — This secret society did not belong to Freema- 
sonry, but willingly admitted Freemasons among them, and was known from the 
year 1756 to 1758. They called themselves ASdiles Architects, or Master 
Builders ; and the system was perfected about 1765, by Von Kopper, in Berlin, 
and extinguished in 1786. Rosicrucianisra was the principal tendency of this 
system. They gave out the following as their wonderful ancient history : “ When 
the Architects were by wars and battles reduced to a very small number, they 
determined to travel together into Europe, and there to form for themselves new es- 
tablishments. Many of them came to England with Prince Edward, son of 
Henry III., and were shortly afterwards called into Scotland by Lord Stewart 
Their installation in this kingdom falls about the Masonic year 2307. They had 
landed property granted to them, and were allowed to abide by the ancient customs 
of the Brotherhood, which they had brought with them under the very proper con- 
dition that ‘they were to respect the customs and obey the laws of the land.’ By. 
degrees they received the protection of various kings ; in Sweden, under King 
Ing, about 1125 ; in England, under Richard Cour-de-Lion, about 1 190 ; in Ire- 
land, under Henry II., the father of Richard, about 1180 ; and in Scotland, under 
Alexander III., who lived in the same time as St. Louis, about 1284.” 

There were five initiations info their Apprentices’ degree. 1. The Appren- 
tice to the Egyptian secret Menes Musee. 2. The initiated into the Egyptian 
secrets. 3. The Cosmopolite, or Citizen of the World. 4. The Christian Phi- 
losopher, or Bossonianei. 5. The Aletophilote, or Lover of Truth. After this 
came the higher degrees ; viz. : — 1. Armiger, who taught what Fos Broeder Law, 
and what the word Goelde meant 2. Miles, who taught that the letters G and L 
do not allude to geometry and logic, but unto the founder of the Order. 3. Eques ; 
those who received this degree were really made Knights, and received the ring 
of Knighthood. Their assemblies they called chapters ; and had therein, — 1. The 
Grand Master ; 2. The Provincial, or Vice Grand Master ; 3. The first Senior 
Warden; 4. The second Senior Warden; 5. The Drapiarius ; 6. The Eleomo- 
sinarius ; 7. Tricoplerius ; 8. The Graphiarius ; 9. The Senecballus ; 10. The 
Signi^ier; 11. The. Maresallus ; 12. The Introducteur. These officers were 
chosen for life, and they held their chapters in Latin. 

Albert Wolfgang— Ruling Prince of Lyppe-Buckeburgh-Schaumburg, born 
April, 1699, and died 24th Sept., 1748. He first wrought as a Freemason with 
Fred eric k the Great 


[to be continued.] 
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ENGLAND. 

The Fraternity were unusually active in England the past summer. Public 
celebrations were held at Dover, Birmingham, Bath, Lincoln, Chudleigh, Sher- 
burne, Bruton, Bristol, and other parts of the Kingdom. , The Brethren were also 
called out as follows : — 

Sept. 13. — To lay the Corner Stone of the Lantern Tower of the Parish Church, 
at Leamington Priors. A collection of 241/. 11a. 9 d. was taken on the occasion. 

Aug. 11. — To lay the Corner Stone of a Grammar School at Wrenbury. 

Aug. 22.— To fix a Key-Stone in the eastern window of a Church at Winsford. 

Aug. 15. — To Dedicate a Lodge at Newport. * 

July 9.— To lay the Corner Stone of the South Hants Infirmary, at Southamp- 
ton. 

Sept 13. — To lay the First Stone of the new Town Hall at Colchester. 

IRELAND. 

A Grand Masonic Festival was held at Cork, in August. Ten pounds sterling 
were collected in aid of the Masonic Female Orphan Asylum. 

The Brethren of the city of Limerick, held their annual festival at Freemasons* 
Hall, on the 24th June. Michael Furnall, Esq. R. W. P. G. M. of North Mun- 
ster, presided. We give the following extract from his address, in answer to a 
complimentary toast : — 

“ I have infringed on the usual system of your Lodge, by thus celebrating this 
Festival in the Grand Lodge of the Province ; for I study to establish, as much as 
possible, the principle that the ancient Order of Freemasonry is not a society lim- 
ited to the precincts of any Lodge-room, but a family whose privileges extend 
all over that vast expanse governed by “ the Grand Master of All ;** and if Kings 
and nobles give lustre to our Order by their condescension, example, and submis- 
sion to the Divine ordinance of “love thy neighbor as thyself,” so does the Broth- 
er in the humble walk of life add brightness thereto, by observing that virtue and 
decorum which alone should be his qualification to unite with us ; and though we 
all “meet here on the level,” as Freemasons have done for ages, and as good men 
ever will, yet we do so under the wholesome restraint of experienced officers, 
which teaches us to “ part on the square,” rendering honor to whom honor is due, 
and due respect to every Brother according to his station ; for a Masonic Lodge 
should be a school of morals and manners, and though political and sectarian 
strife are excluded our porch, get pure religion, strict obedience to our sovereign 
and the authorities, peace and good order, are unerring principles.” 

SCOTLAND. 

Order of the Temple. — On Wednesday the 29th October, in consequence 
of authority from the Grand Master, Admiral Sir David Milne, G. C. B. &c. &c., 
the first Provisional Priory of the Grand Council of this religious and military Or- 
der, wa3 held (says the Edinburgh Advertiser,) for the express purpose of receiv- 
ing within its pale the Lord Glenlyon, the Master of Strathallan, Sir David Dun- 
das, and John Whyte Melville, Esq. of Bennochy and Strathkinness. The Red 
Cross Knights, attired as of old, in the white costume conferred upon them by St. 
Bernard, assembled to the number of nearly sixty, and were arranged in stalls 
according to their respective ranks in the Order. The Grand Master’s throne 
was unoccupied, his Eminence being at present absent from Scotland, in command 
of her Majesty’s Naval Service at Plymouth. The Chapter house was decorated 
with drapery, representing tents. Over these tents were placed escutcheons, con- 
taining the armorial bearings of the Knights, and the glorious beauseant, and 
other banners of chivalric fame were hung around the apartment The Grand 
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Prior of Scotland, Arnott of Arlary, presided at the opening of the Provisional 
Priory, and a Commission from the Grand Council, appointing Mr. W. E. Aytoun 
to conduct the reception, having been read, the beautiful and interesting ceremo- 
nial was thereafter proceeded with. On its terminatipn, the usual vow of profes- 
sion was administered to the newly created Knights. The ceremony of Wednes- 
day derived additional interest from the fact that the noble lord Glenlyon’s ances- 
tor, the Marquis of Tullibardine, commonly styled Duke of Atholl, demitted his 
high office of Regent of the Order on the election of Prince Charles Edward 
Stuart, to the Grand Mastership, in 1745. The Provisional Priory was closed im- 
mediately after the ceremonial of reception had ended. — t Edinburgh Advertiser. 

The Grand Lodge of Scotland has recently issued a Charter for the establish- 
ment of a new Lodge at Australia Felix, and for another at the Isle of Man. 

At a meeting of the Edinburgh R. A. Chapter, held on the 9th July last, Comp. 
Deuchar, the First Principal Z., delivered an interesting lecture on the astro- 
nomical coincidences, as explanatory of the ancient ana modern mysteries, and 
exhibiting the analogy between them. The late learned Sir William Drum- 
mond is said to have been the first who delivered, before the Fraternity in Scot- 
land, a series of lectures on this subject, illustrating, with ingenious research, 
the signs and symbols of Royal Arch Masonry. Such analyses are instructive 
and worthy of the Order. 


UNITED STATES. 

MISSOURI. 

The annua] communication of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, was held at the 
city of St Louis, on the 9th October last, and continued in session ten days. A 
great amount of interesting and important local business was transacted ; besides 
which there was much of 'a general character, portions of which we transfer to 
our pages. The following presents correct views in a matter of Masonic juris- 
prudence : 

PETITION TO RESTORE A BROTHER EXPELLED B Y A FOREIGN 

JURISDICTION. 

The Committee appointed, to whom was referred a memorial from Indepen- 
dence Lodge, No. 35, touching the expulsion of Thomas N. Burgess, by Winches- 
ter Lodge, No. 20, working under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Ken- 
tucky, have had the same under consideration, and offer the following report as 
the result of their deliberations. 

It appears from the history of the case, as gathered from the memorial, that the 
said Burgess was a member of the said Winchester Lodge in Oct. 1840; that he 
left that place at that time, leaving his family and some unsettled accounts behind 
him, and removed to Independence, Missouri, where he became a member of 
Independence Lodge, No. 35 ; that subsequent to his leaving Kentucky, and before 
settling his dues and demitting in a regular maimer from said Winchester Lodge, 
proceedings were instituted against him in said Lodge, and for causes sufficient 
in the judgment of said Lodge, he was expelled from the Fraternity. If the object 
of the memorial before your Committee is understood, your memorialists now ask 
this Grand Lodge to restore said Burgess again to full membership in our Order, 
upon the ground that, in their opinion, justice has not been done said Burgess by 
said Winchester Lodge. 

In considering the request of the memorialists, in view of the above facts, two 
important questions present themselves for consideration, via : 1st Was the said 
Burgess under the jurisdiction of Winchester Lodge, No. 20, at the time of their 
action in his case ? and, 2d. Can the Grand Lodge of Missouri, with any degree 
of right or propriety, call in question the dealings or administration of any Lodge 
towards its members, not within its jurisdiction ? That Mr. Burgess was a mem- 
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her of the Winchester Lodge at the time of his expulsion, appears evident, not 
only from the facts stated above, in which it is seen that his connection with it 
was never dissolved, but it seems not to be denied *by the memorialists them- 
selves. If he were a member, their right to expel him, for causes in their judg- 
ment sufficient, cannot be denied. 

The second question is one of a serious and important character, but not dif- 
ficult of solution. A Grand Lodge holding a free and independent existence, 
exercises exclusive Masonic jurisdiction within its limits. This is a right 
sacredly held by each, and generously granted by all. For one Grand Lodge to 
call in question the acts and doings of a subordinate Lodge under the jurisdiction 
of another Grand Lodge, is to do violence to the great principles of sovereignty 
claimed by and allowed to every Grand Lodge lawfully organized in the Masonic 
world, ana would result in consequences dangerous to the harmony, if not destruc- 
tive of the best interests of the Fraternity. So far as the question of right or 
power is concerned, your Committee are of opinion that this Grand Lodge cannot 
grant the prayer of the memorialists. 

Your Committee take occasion to suggest to the Grand Lodge the propriety of 
expressing its disapprobation in regard to the unmasonic practice too much in- 
dulged in within its jurisdiction, of receiving members into the various sub- 
' Lodges from abroad, who have presented no evidence either of their good stand- 
ing in the Lodge from which they hail, or that they have taken a regular demit 
before applying for membership in any other Lodge. Tn view of the whole sub- 
ject, your Committee recommend to the Grand Lodge the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolutions : 

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge has no power to restore to membership an ex- 
pelled Mason, whose expulsion was by a Lodge working under the jurisdiction of 
any other Grand Lodge. 

Resolved) That every Mason from abroad, applying for membership in any sub- 
ordinate Lodge under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, shall be required to 
present satisfactory evidence to such Lodge, that they have taken a regular demit 
from the Lodge of which they had been previously a member, or that such Lodge 
is no longer in existence. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. B. T. Kavanaugh, 

Geo. H. C. Melody, 
Ansel Humphreys. 


WORK AND LICTCBI8. 

The Grand Lodge has adopted the Work and Lectures recommended by the 
National Convention. We give the proceedings had on the subject, in the order 
in which they occurred : 

Oct. 12. — Resolved f That Brothers Camegy and Foster, delegates to the Balti- 
more Convention, be requested to report to the Grand Lodge to-morrow, at 10 
o’clock, A. M., the plan of work adopted and recommended by said Convention. 

Oct. 13. — The delegates to the Baltimore Convention proceeded to lecture on 
the uniform mode of work. 

Resolved , That this Grand Lodge do accept the report of the delegates to the 
Baltimore Convention on the work of the first degree, as it has been presented, 
and direct that it be adopted by all our subordinate Lodges. 

Evening. — The Grand Lodge was called to labor in the third degree. 

The Committee on uniform mode of work proceeded to lecture on the second 
degree and first section of third degree. 

A motion was made to accept the same, which was laid on the table until to- 
morrow, 10 o’clock, A. M. 

Oct. 14. — Resolved) That the report of the delegates to the Baltimore Conven- 
tion on the work of the second degree and the first section of the third degree be 
accepted and adopted ; and that the same be adopted and observed by the 
subordinate Lodges under this jurisdiction. 
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Evening.— The delegates to the Convention then proceeded to lecture on the 
second and third sections of the third degree. 

Brother Woodsworth offered the following: 

Resolved , That the Grand Lodge receive and adopt the report of the delegates 
to the Grand Masonic Convention, as now made upon the third degree, and direct 
the subordinate Lodges to observe a strict conformity thereto. 

Which, on motion, was laid on the table until Monday morning next 

Oct. 16. — The resolution of Brother H. D. Woods worth, relative to the adop- 
tion of the work of the second and third sections of the third degree, which was 
laid on the table Saturday night,, was taken up and unanimously adopted. 

Rev. Brother Hiram Chamberlain offered the following : 

Resolved , That the Grand Lodge of Missouri entertains the highest sense of 
the ability, faithfulness and zeal of Brothers S. W. B. Carnegy and Joseph Fos- 
ter, delegates to the Baltimore Convention in May last, and of the very clear, 
plain and explicit manner in which they have presented their report 

Resolved, That such unwearied efforts to advance the interests of the Fraterni- 
ty, as has been evinced by these Brethren in the discharge of the highly impor- 
tant trust reposed in them, deserves the grateful remembrance of every Mason ; 
and the thanks of this Grand Lodge are hereby most respectfully and cordially 
tendered to the aforesaid Brethren, for the manner in which their duty has been 
performed. 

Which were unanimously adopted. 

Oct. 17 — Resolved, That no Lodge under this jurisdiction shall hereafter permit 
any one to deliver lectures on Masonry before them, except such as may fce au- 
thorized so to do, by order of this Grand Lodge, attested by the seal thereof, or a 
Brother of good standing, and a member of some Lodge subordidate to this Grand 
Lodge. 

RIGHTS OP JURISDICTION. 

Brother Carnegy offered the following preamble and resolutions : 

Whereas, this Grand Lodge ha9 received information that certain subordinate 
Lodges under the jurisdiction of sister Grand Lodges have initiated, and are in 
the habit of conferring degrees of Masonry upon citizens of other States, within 
each of which there is a Grand Lodge : 

Resolved, therefore, that this Grand Lodge considers the foregoing practice at 
once opposed to the true Masonic practice and principle, injurious and hurtful to 
the Fraternity within whose jurisdiction the individual resides, and calculated to 
thrust upon them, as Brothers, undeserving and designing persons, who could 
not, at their residence, obtain those honors. 

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge earnestly solicit from the several Grand 
Lodges of the United States, such action as may preclude said practice, by their 
subordinate Lodges in future. \ 

Which were adopted. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence beg leave to report, that their at- 
tention has been called to communications from the following Masonic bodies, 
viz: The Grand Lodges of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, New York, Mary- 
land, Tennessee, Mississippi, Texas and Illinois. 

Mtich of the important matter contained m these several documents, has alrea- 
dy been referred to select Committees, for more mature consideration than this 
Committee could be expected to give. 

From a review of the proceedings of these Grand Lodges, your Committee find 
abundant occasion to render humble and sincere thanks to the Suprerhe Ruler of 
all, for the favor which he has continued to bestow on the great Masonic family, 
shielding them iii His kind providence, from the evil intentions of their enemies, 
and smiling on their efforts to do good in the world. * 

We congratulate this Grand Lodge, and the Fraternity throughout the United 
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States, for the indubitable evidence whidh is here presented of a general revival 
of that ancient zeal, purity and excellence, which has been for so many ages the 
crowning glory of all faithful and truly enlightened Masonic bodies. 

fey these proceedings, the desponding hearts of needy Brethren and desolate 
widows have been soothed and cheered— the tears of orphans have been wiped 
away — and many, who were before in doubt concerning us, have been convinced 
that an institution, which has left so many distinguished monuments of its past 
labors, is still giving proofs, ample and glorious proofs, of its power to originate 
and execute plans of benevolence, extended as the globe, refreshing as the streams 
which water it, and genial as the sun which shines upon it. Science, so long fos- 
tered in our halls, may again hail her great patron as in ancient times* In a coun- 
try like ours, peopled by men who think for themselves, whose hearts are glow- 
ing with the love of liberty and intelligence, who can venture to estimate the. 
final results of this new impulse which has been given to Masonic charity. 

The Grand Lodge of Illinois, as we learn from the communications which have 
been under our consideration, has resolved, in the strength of her truly Masonic 
principles, to separate from herself the unskilful and unworthy who have for a 
short time taken shelter under her good name. She has now placed herself on 
elevated ground, and we greet her fraternally, and with great pleasure do we 
congratulate her on her present growing prosperity. 

The Grand Lodge of Texas, like a youthful giant, is putting forth a faoral en- 
ergy which crowns, her early existence with distinguished honor. We particu- 
larly notice, however, one resolution on the 7th page of the printed minutes, em- 
powering the Grand Master to constitute a member of the subordinate Lodge its 
representative for the purpose of forming a quorum in the Grand Lodge. This 
your Committee regard as a principle wholly inadmissible and unauthorized by 
the usages of our Order, and we doubt not that our noble hearted Brethren will, 
on mature reflection, strike this rule from their statutes. 

The Grand Lodge of New York has resolved oij a great benevolent plan for ah 
Asylum, which is to benefit the widow and her poor orphans, and to open to them 
the prospects of a brighter day. Should they succeed in opening for them a Sem- 
inary of learning, they will have added much to that high respectability with 
which they are now regarded by their Brethren in other States. 

In conclusion, your Committee arq deeply impressed with the belief that the 
several Masonic bodies in the United States, in conjunction with their Brethren 
in other parts of the world, have only to live and act in accordance with the ac- 
knowledged rules of Masonry, to make this era in our annals, in all time to come, 
an era whose moral monuments shall hereafter be pointed to as the Pyramids of 
Egypt, standing, as they now do, on their ancient and imperishable bases, in proof 
ofl the giant deeds and benevolent designs of Masons in this generation. All of 
which is respectfully submitted. H. Chamberlain, 

J. W. S Mitchell, . 

' John Bull, 

J. P. L. Jacoby. 


MASONIC COLLEGE OF MISSOURI. 

The following resolutions of Brother Carnegy, which were offered on yester- 
day, .were taken up and adopted: 

Resolved , That; a Committee of five <M. Masons be appointed to clraw up and 
submit, a code of By-Laws and ordinances for the organization, government, con- 
trol and perpetuation of the College and School for which this Grand Lodge has 
accepted a Charter by the General Assembly of Missouri. 

Resolved , That the College and establishment heretofore known by the name 
6f Marion College, and which is now the property of this Grand Lodge, shall 
henceforward be known and be called by the name and style of “ The Masonic 
College of Missouri.” 

Resolved , That this Grand Lodge do hereby devise and adopt as a seal of this 
Grand Lodge, for the purposes and by virtue of the authority in the act of incor- 
16 
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por&tion mentioned, approved 17th February, 1843, entitled “ An Act to incorpo- 
rate the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Ancient Masons of the State of Mis- 
souri,” of the following form and description of seal, to- wit : u Jk Circle ; at the 
top, a Radiance ; on the left hand, a Column and Level , on the right, a Column 
and Plumb ; between the columns, a Book open with the Square and Compasses 
thereon ; within the circle, Stars oh the right and left ; also, around the outer 
edge, the words Grand Lodge of Missouri the same being the seal used by 
the Grand Lodge. 

REPORT OF REV. BR. CHAMBERLAIN. 

The special Committee, to whom was referred the report of Brother H. Cham- 
berlain, the special agent to visit the Grand Lodges at the east, together with com- 
munications from the Grand Lodges of Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York and 
Massachusetts, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave most re- 
spectfully to report — 

That from the report of Brother Chamberlain, and the resolutions emanating 
from those grand bodies, your Committee hail with sentiments of friendship and 
esteem those several Grand Lodges, as being actuated by the same common mo- 
tives and principles of benevolence as have influenced this Grand Lodge in the 
great work before them. Your Committee And that in these several Grand Lodg- 
es, resolutions were passed, commending the great undertaking of this Grand 
Lodge, and recommending to the subordinate Lodges under their several jurisdic- 
tions, to assist our agent in collecting such amounts as the Brethren might see 
proper to give ; and although the amount returned, as yet, is, but small, your 
Committee feel satisfied that it is attributable more to the depressed state of mo- 
netary affairs than to a want of charity and benevolence. Your Committee, there- 
fore, offer the following : 

Resolved , That the grateful thanks of this Grand Lodge are due to the Grand 
Lodges of Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York dnd Massachusetts for the kindness 
and attention bestowed upon the agent of this Grand Lodge, W. Brother Hiram 
Chamberlain, Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Missouri ; hnd also for the 
several Amounts forwarded by the Brethren under the jurisdiction of those several 
Grand Lodges. All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

Wm. R. Singleton, 

* J. F. L. Jacoby, 

Charles Levy. 

RIGHTS OF APPRENTICES TO APPEAR IN FUNERAL PRO- 

CESSIONS. 

t 

The principle embodied in the following resolution is in strick conformity with 
ancient usage : 

Resolved, That the Lodges working under this jurisdiction are recommended 
by this Grand Lodge not to permit Entered Apprentices and Fellow-Crafts to 
movfe in funeral procession. 

We have not room this month for the interesting report on the subject of the 
College, but shall probably refer to it in our next, unless the respected Brother who 
drew it shall in the mean time furnish us with an article, mote general in its de- 
tails. . We should be greatly obliged to him for a succinct history of this glorious 
undertaking from its commencement. The whole Fraternity must and will feel 
an interest in the subject, in proportion to their knowledge of its character and 
importance. 

ALABAMA. 

“ Tuscaloosa, Dec. 9 th, 1843. 

R, W. Sir and Brother. — TheM. E. Grand Chapter of Alabama was closed 
in solemn and ample form to day, after a convocation of five days. Much busi- 
ness of importance was discussed and acted on. The committee on foreign cor- 
respondence made the following report, which was concurred in : 
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The committee on foreign correspondence to which was referred the proceed- 
ings of the Grand Chapter of Virgina, Kentucky and Connecticut, at their last 
annual convocation, have examined the same, and beg leave to 

report, 

That those proceedings contain nothing which require? the special considera- 
tion of this Grand Chapter, except a resolution adopted by the Grand Chapter of 
Virginia , which declares that the degrees of Royal and Select Masters, as order- 
ed to be conferred by her subordinate Chapters, * are in strict conformity with ‘ 
the ancient customs of the Fraternity.’ 

Without attempting here to controvert the correctness of the assumption in re- 
lation to the ancient customs of the Fraternity, so far as the conference of those 
degrees are concerned, your committee cannot but regret the adoption of the 
measure. The establishment of councils, claiming the entire control of them, 
has for years past been recognized as legal and proper, and the establishment of 
such bodies throughout the Union, and particularly in the South and South Westr 
em States, render the correction of the error, if it be one, which your Committee 
by no means admit, highly inexpedient and well calculated to produce cpnfusion 
and unkind feelings, where should reign peace, harmony and Brotherly Love. 
Royal and Select Masters made in the mode prescribed by the Grand Chapter of 
Virginia, cannot be acknowledged as such by the members of our Councils here. 
Your Committee, therefore, trust that the measure will yet be reviewed by that 
Grand Chapter, and reversed, and thus avoid the unpleasant consequences which 
must result from its execution. 

Your Committee recommend that the Grand Secretary of this Grand Chapter 
forward to all the Grand Chapters of the United States, a copy of the proceed- 
ings of this Grand Chapter, at its present convocation, and that an interchange of 
such courtesy be asked from them. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James Penn, } 

G. W. Creagh, > Committee. 

Charles Whelan, j 

On motion of Corap. Penn, — 

Resolved , That the Grand Secretary be instructed to procure the ‘Freema* 
sons* Monthly Magazine,’ published at Boston, by Comp' C. W^ Moore, so far 
as it has been published in Volumes, to be kept as a Book of reference by this 
Grand Chapter. 


Tuscaloosa, Dec. 16th, 1843. 

R. W. Sir and Brother— I had the pleasure of addressing you a short time 
since, giving you an extract from the proceedings of the M. E. Grand Chapter of 
Alabama, 1843. Also, a list of the Officers elect of the Grand Chapter and 
Grand Lodge, &c. I now forward some of the Proceedings of the M. W. 
Grand Lodge of ^Jabama ; which closed on the 9th inst 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, to which was referred the Pro- 
ceedings of the Grand Lodges of Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, New 
York, New Jersey, Virginia, Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
N< 9 jth Carolina, Tennessee, Mississippi, Connecticut, Florida, and the Republic 
of Texas, at their last annual communications and from the District of Columbia, 
a small volume of Masonic papers, also the Report of the proceedings of a Con- 
vention of Delegates, from a majority of the Grand Lodges of the United States, 
held in the city of Baltimore in May last, in pursuance of the recommendation of 
the Grand Masonic Convention held in Washington city in March, 1842, have 
examined the same and beg leave to 
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REPORT, 

That the action of these bodies furnish conclusive proofs of the increased de- 
votion of the members of the Order to the great principles and duties which 
should govern and distinguish all who claim its privileges and immunities. 
Whilst many of them are marked by a clear and lucid exposition of those princi- 
ples and duties, they evince not less ably a just conception of the measures neces- 
sary to preserve and transmit unimpaired to those who may succeed us, the rites 
and ceremonies of our venerable Institution. These facts afford just cause of 
earnest congratulation to every friend of humanity, and should stimulate us to re- 
newed efforts to emulate the examples which they set us. 

The evils resulting from the practice of conferring the degrees by subordinate 
Lodges without requiring the fees to be paid at the time the degrees are confer- 
red, and of permitting members to become largely in arrears for their annual con- 
tributions : are noticed and properly deprecated. With us the constitution of our 
Grind Lodge, has guarded such indulgences by the most direct prohibition, and 
subordinate Lodges cannot disregard or evade the salutary provision without in- 
cprhig the severest censure. 

The subject of Education seems to be engaging the attention which its im- 
portance merits. Many of the Grand Lodges have adopted measures in relation 
to this matter, which reflect upon them the highest credit 

The policy of appointing Representatives to the different Grand Lodges has 
been generally adopted, ft is well calculated in the opinion of your Committee 
to strengthen the bonds of union among the Brotherhood, and to produce a more 
uniform and correct administration of the mystic ceremonies, and therefore is re- 
commended to your favorable consideration. 

The issuance of Grand Lodge Certificates which has been determined expe- 
dient and proper by several of the Grand Lodges cannot be regarded as furnish- 
ing better evidence of the standing of a Brother, than a diploma from the Lodge 
of which he is a member. The Grand Lodge could not grant them without strict 
scrutiny into the standing of the applicant, and when granted, they should only 
be considered as valuable when sustained by the conduct of those who hold them. 
They could not be takeri as a legal passport to our temples without other proofs of 
their right to claim admission. It is therefore deemed most safe to leave the mat- 
ter, where it now is, in the hands of the subordinate Lodges. 

The proceedings of the Convention at Baltimore in May last, are highly im- 
portant and interesting. How far the suggestions and recommendations of that 
enlightened body should be adopted by this Grand Lodge will be brought before 
you by the Committee on Work, whose report may be postponed in consequence 
of the unavoidable absence of your delegate, to that Convention, caused by in- 
disposition ; until your next annual communication. 

Your Committee are much pleased to see the fraternal regard manifested by 
the different Grand Lodges towards each other by the number of their proceed- 
ings laid before them, and trust that it may be continued and extended : they 
therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolution, 

Resolved , That this Grand Lodge reciprocate the courtesy of the Grand Lodges 
from whom communications have been received : and that the Grand Secretary 
as soon as convenient transmit a copy of the Proceedings of this Grand Lodge 
at its present communication to each Grand Lodge in the United States and to 
foreign Grand Lodges, and that this Grand Lodge solicit from them a contin- 
uance of friendly intercourse and correspondence. 

James Penn, Chairman, 

From the foregoing you will perceive we were unable to do any thing at the 
communication of the Grand^ Lodge, on the transactions of the Baltimore Conven- 
tion. Our Past Grand Lecturer was in bad health, and from the incessant rahis 
the roads and bridges became impassable. The matter remaiiis until the next 
annual communication. In the mean time, a reprint of the proceedings of the 
Convention is ordered, and submitted for the consideration of the subordinate 
Lodges. 
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The Committee on Education reported the following : — 

The education of indigent children forms an interesting subject for the consid- 
eration of the subordinate Lodges, and so far as your Committee can judge from 
the documents before them, is now looked upon as one of the first and highest 
duties of the Order. To feed the hungry and clothe the naked constitute claims 
upon Masons, which common humanity prompt them to discharge, but to improve 
the morpls, enlighten the minds and fit the youth of our country for the discharge 
of the important duties which may devolve upon them in subsequent life, are re- 
quirements which the genius of Masonry demands that we should meet promptly 
and cheerfully. Although your Committee doubt the expediency of establishing 
a Masonic Academy as contemplated by a Resolution offered and report made at 
the last annual communication of this Grand Lodge, with the hope of accom- 
plishing more certainly those great objects, yet it should be urged upon the 
subordinate Lodges to husband their means, and appropriate their funds after 
meeting the calls of charity and their necessary expenditures, with an eye single 
to the attainment of those ends. Wm. K. Batloe, Chairman* 

Resolved , That the Secretary be required to procure sixty copies of the Ma- 
sonic Trestle-Board, .and one copy of the Freemasons’ Magazine#— the for- 
mer to be distributed among the subordinate Lodges. 


©Mtttara* 

[communicated.] 

The Brethren of Benton Lodge, No. 59, of A. F. M., have experienced a severe 
dispensation of Divine Providence in the death of their J. W., Capt George Py- 
lant, who departed this life, at his residence near Benton, Lowndes Co. Ala., On 
the 5th of Nov. last, in the 62d year of his age. Resolutions, indicating the most 
profound respect for the deceased, were passed by Benton Lodge, and in accord- 
ance with his dying request, the solqmn obseqtiies of our Order, were duly per- 
formed over his remains by the W. M., D. H. Middleton, Esq., preceded by an 
eloquent and appropriate discourse, delivered by the Rev. Bro. Thos. D. Arm- 
strong. 

Though death has removed him from his family and friends, long will the mem- 
ory of the lamented Pylant, flourish like the unfading Acacia , in our hearts. 
The poignancy of our grief can only be assuaged by the memory of his many 
virtues. He was one ever ready to throw the mantle of Brotherly Love around 
an erring Brother, and more anxious to reform than punish. By his promptness 
in the despatch of business and his punctuality in attendance, he rendered him- 
self worthy of imitation by all ; — he held the office of J. W. from the formation 
of the Lodge to the period of his death, and was never absent from a regular 
meeting. Indeed, the last time he left his home, (two weeks prior to his death) 
was for the purpose of assembling with his Brethren in the Hall dedicated to 
Universal Benevolence . . 

Farewell, dear Brother! we will strive not to deplore thee! Our loss is thy in- 
estimable gain. We firmly believe the Charity which so eminently graced every 
action of thy life, will be richly rewarded in another and a better world. We 
leave thee with the full assurance, that when the sound was heard, that called 
thee from the labors of this life, to eternal refreshment , divested of all the frailties of 
earth , and clothed in while , thou gainedst admission by the true passwords, into the 
Grand Lodge, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides. F. S. P. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TRESTLE- 

BOARD. 

In our last number, we gave a great variety of testimonials, all full and explicit, 
in commendation of the new Trestle-Board. Among them was a general re- 
commendation signed b y five members of the National Convention, being all, with 
one exception, from whom we had, at that time, heard on the subject We have 
since received the approbation of Jour other members. If to these the editors 
of the work be added, the number of members who have approved and sanctioned 
and recommended it to the Fraternity, as being all they designed it should be, is 
eleven. The whole number of members composing the Convention was sixteen. 
Three have not been heard from. One has dissented. We ar6 particular in 
stating this fact, because the committed appointed to prepare the work, were not 
able to agree as to its character. It shows that the’ majority of the committee 
were not .only correct in their understanding of the vinos and wishes of the 
Convention, but that they have succeeded in executing the important duty assign- 
ed them, in a manner much more acceptable t<* their constituents than, under the 
embarrassing circumstances which surrounded them, they were authorized to an- 
ticipate. We give below, the Certificate of the Secretary of the Convention, — 
the General Certificate of Members, and extracts of letters received from them : 

FROM R E V. A L B E R T C A S E. 

Charleston , •S'. C., Dec. 1843. 

R. W. Br. Moohe,— I have received and carefully examined the new “ Masonic Tres- 
tle-Board,” prepared by yourself and P. G. M. Caraegy, in accordance with the will of 
the National Masonic Convention., I congratulate the Editors on the completion of their 
labors, and while I regret that the Committee were not entirely unanimous in presenting 
so invaluable a work, I assure you that, in my opinion, the “ Trestle- Board” is all the 
Convention desired it shxixdd be— better than any otper text-book, for Masonic purposes, and 
that it will meet the approbation of the Convention, and the Fraternity. The omission 
suggested by the dissenting Brother, would much lesson the value of the work for general 
use. To the exdteric Mason the omission would be no disadvantage. But there are, and 
will be many of the esoteric school, who rule in Lodges, and to such, the illustrations are 
absolutely necessary. If the text-book did not contain them, the Master and Pupil would 
often be found far in the North , seeking knowledge in the dark. 

I repeat— I believe the book is what the Convention desired j that it will be of infinite ser- 
vice in securing uniformity in the work of the Lodges, and that the intelligent erafLsmen 
who have prepared it, will see their work approved, and be greeted by the Convention with 
“ well done,” faithful and true Brothers. Albert Case, . 

v Sec. of the late Nat. Masonic Convention. 

GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF MEMBERS OF THE C ON- 

VENT I O N. 

The undersigned, Members of the late National Masonic Convention, having examined 
the Trestle- Board, prepared by R. W. Brs. Moore and Carnegy, recommend it to the 
Fraternity throughout the United States, as a Manual, singularly well adapted to the pur- 
poses, for which its publication was ordered by the Convention. They believe it to he all 
the Convention designed it should be, and that its general use by the Lodges cannot fail to 
secure a great degree .of uniformity in the Work ana Lectures. 

ALBERT CASE, of South Carolina. 

JOHN H. WHEELER, of North Carolina. 

JOSEPH FOSTER, of Missouri 

THOMAS CLAPHAM, of New-Hampshire. 

WILLIAM FIELD, of Rhode Island. 

DANIEL A. PIPER, of Maryland. 

THOMAS HAYWARD, of Florida. 

LEMUEL DWELLE, of Georgia. 

EDWARD HERNDON, of Alabama. 
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EXTRACT OF LETTERS FROM MEMBER^ OF 
THE CONVENTION. 

FROM BE. FIELD, OF RHODE ISLAND. 

. Pawtucket, R. I. Dee. 23. 

R. W. Bb. Moobe — I have given the Tbebtle-Boabd, a thorough examination, and high- 
ly approve of it, in all its parts : and 1 am ]>erfectly willing you should use my name, as a 
member of the Convention, in recommendiug it to the Fraternity. . 

William Field. 

FROM BE. WHEELER], OF N. CAROLINA. 

City of Raleigh , December 22, 1843. 

My Deab Sir — Y ours of the 5th inst. arrived by due course of mail, aud I have thus long 
delayed my answer, expecting daily the new Trestle- Board,— which only arrived last night, 
— with which I am much pleased. It is just what the Craft needed, as a vade mecurn for 
Lecturers, Masters and others, and will doubtless be the means of producing much good and 
uniform Work. You have free right to use my name to the general recommendation . 

I am, Fraternally, vours, 

Jko. h. Wheeler. 

FROM B R. HERNDON, OF ALABAMA. 

Gainesville , January 2, 1844. 

R. W. Ba. Moore — Your kind favor of 6th Dec., accompanied with a copy of the new, 
Masonic Trestle -Board, is duly at hand, for which please accept my thanks. 1 have given 
the Work a perusal and examination. It appears to be the very thing, and well adapted 
to the purposes for which it is designed. The pictorcal plates exhibit at one glance all the 
emblems belonging to each Degree, and are well calculated to assist both the Master and can- 
didate, and then the letter press explanation of each emblem, is concise and forcible — and 
must impress the mind of the candidate with their importance. 

T unhesitatingly give my most hearty sanction to the work— and without flattery, give cre- 
dit to Br. Carnegy and yourself, for the beautiful style with which it is got up. You are 
authorized to make such use of my name in recommending the work, as may best make for 
its interest. I would prefer a Certificate, under my own proper name as Grand Lecturer of 
Alabama, to be affixed to it, and you may make such Certificate, choosing the form and 
style 5 setting forth in the most ample manner my entire approval of the Trestle-Board. 

Truly your friend and Brother, 

Edward Herndon. 

FROM B R. PIPER, OF MARYLAND. 

Baltimore , December 28, 1843. 

Dear Sir and Brother — I have received a copy of the Trestle- Board, as prepared 
by Br. Carnegy and yonrself, and which you were kind enough to send me. I have exam- 
ined it and it meets with my entire approval. I could have no objection , to recommend it as 
Grand Lecturer of Maryland, but 1 think a general recommendation, signed by the members 
of the late Convention, would be preferable : however, as iuis, in my judgment, the best ar- 
ranged work 1 have seen, you are at liberty to use my name in arty way yon may think 
best, in recommendation ot it. Respectfully and Fraternally yours, 

D. A. Piper. 

FROM BR. DWELLE, OF OEOROIA. 

Augusta, Ga. t January 9, 1844. 

Br. Moore— ;I cheerfully accord to you the use of my name, as a member of the Bal- 
timore Convention, in recommending to the Fraternity of the United States, the “ Trestle- 
Board, ” prepared by yonrself and Bro. Carnegy, to be used as a manual or text-book 
throughout the Union. The examination of the work afforded me much satisfaction, aud I 
most heartily congratulate you both upon the success attending your efforts ih arranging and 
embodying in the Trestle Board, (effectually as I conceive,) the great object designed by the 
late National Masonic Convention , and as such cordially recommend it. 

Yours, very Respectfully, 

Lemuel Dwells. 

FROM BR. HAYWARD, OF FLORIDA. 

Tallahassee, Dec. 18, 1843. 

R. W. Bp. Moore— Yonr letter of the 6th inst., with a cqpy of the Trestle- Board, reach- 
ed me yesterday, and I have examined it through, and feel gratified at the manner in which 
you and Br. Carnegy have got it up. 

1 myself, as an individual member, give it my most cordial approval, and request you, if 
yon see proper, to add my name among its advocates. 

Respectfully your friend and Brother, 
Thomas Hayward. 
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THE TRESTLE-BOARD— By refer- 
ence to the two preceding pages, it will be 
seen that the Trestle-Board has received 
the sanction and approbation of eleven 
of the sixteen Delegates composing the 
Convention by which it was ordered ; beings 
all , with one exception, from whom we have 
yet heard on the subject. This is a degree 
of unanimity we hardly anticipated. It 
proves beyond all cavil, that the views and 
wishes of the Convention have been met by 
the Committee / or, in the language of Rev. 
Br. Case, Secretary of the Convention, that 
the work “ is all the Convention desired 

IT SHOULD BE.** 

The Trestj.e- Board. — The Agents for 
the Magazine are requested to receive orders 
for the Trestle-Board. They will be for- 
warded to them at the dozen price, as stated 
in the advertisement. It is desirable, how- 
ever, that orders should in all cases be ac- 
companied with the money, or a responsible 
name, with the understanding that it is to be 
forwarded immediately on the receipt of the 
work. The extremely low price at which* 
the book is afforded, renders it necessary 
that it should be paid for on delivery. 

fJrOur Brethren in Missouri can in a few 
days, obiain the Trestle-Board of R. W. 
Br. Joseph Foster, Deputy G. Master of 
the G. Lodge of that State. Orders address- 
ed to him at St. Louis, (enclosing the mo- 
ney,) will receive attention. R. W. Br. S. 
W. B. Carnegy, of Palmyra, will also attend 
to any orders for the work which may be ad- 
dressed to him, as will Br. Wm. R. Single- 
ton, of St. Louis. 

JjyThe compositor made us say, in our 
last, ‘page 76, that the music at the late 
meeting of the Grand Lodge in this city, was 
performed in a creditable manner by the 
“ Masonic Chair J ” Choir would have been 
a better word. 

JjrBr. Joseph Foster, of St. Louis, Mo., 
is informed that a box has been sent to his 
address, through Messrs Smith & Douglass, 
New Orleans, by ship hence on the 19th ult. 

JjTOur agent at Elizabeth City, N. C. 
will oblige us by forwarding to the address 
of the Magazine, the spare numbers to which 
he refers in his last letter. 

The order of our Natchez correspondent 
has been attended to. Were the bound vois. 
of the Magazine received ? 

Br. H. B. Rice, Esq. Post Master at 
Graham's Turn Out, Barnwell District, S. C. 
is authorized and desired to take the agency 
of the Magazine for tljat vicinity. 

(D 9 Our list of agents is necessarily 
crowded out agaiipthis. month. 


Od“We had intended to have noticed, 
more particularly than we did in our last, 
the celebration of the anniversary of St. John 
the Evangelist, by the Grand Lodge of this 
Commonwealth, but find our pages too much 
occupied. The Grand Lodge was opened in 
the morning at 9 o’clock, for the purpose of 
imparting instruction in the Work and Lec- 
tures. The day was.stormy and the travel- 
ling bad, which prevented the attendance of 
many Brethren from the country, who had 
contemplated being present. The meeting, 
however, was large, and gave encourage- 
ment to hope that the Brethreu from distant 

J mrts of the State, will, in a few years, look 
orward with increased interest to the 27th 
Dec. as a day specially consecrated to Ma- 
sonic improvement ana rational enjoyment. 

In the evening, the officers of tne Grand 
Lodge were Installed. The address by Br. 
Wells has beeiv requested for the press, and 
we hope to be able to lay the whofe, or some 
parts of it, before our readers next month. 
After the services of the Lodge room were 
yver, the Brethren were invited to an adjoin- 
ing apartment, where a very excellent colla- 
tion bad been handsomely served up for 
their refreshment. The occasion was a joy- 
ous one, and passed off to the entire accep- 
tance, we believe, of all present. 


OCh “ Drafts from the Trestle- Board, No. 
2,” will appear in our next. This our read- 
ers, who may recollect the first number, will 
be gratified ’to learn. The apology for re- 
missness, offered by our esteemed correspond- 
ent, is entirely satisfactory. If the result 
shall prove that he has been as successiul 
in ‘ drawing designs* in* his new department, 
as he has in his Trestle- Board sketches, he 
may justly he proud of the fruit of his labors. 
We tender him and his beloved partner our 
personal congratqlations. 


$3“ The valuable communication of our 
Charleston correspondent shall appear next 
month. Many thanks. 


JjrWe have sent a package to our New- 
bern N. C. correspondent, by the schooner 
Franklin, hence for that port on the 15th ult. 

We have also forwarded by the same ves- 
sel, a package for our correspondent at Ra- 
leigh, no vessel being up for Petersburg. We 
presume it will arrive in due time. 

A box was sent sometime since to our 
Charleston correspondent, by the bark Como. 

The order of our correspondent at George- 
town, S. C., has been answered. 

A box has been sent to our correspondent 
at Tuscaloosa, via. Mobile. 


%3r Br. Joseph Defrees of Piqoa, Ohio, is 
an authorised agent for the Magazine. 
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DELEGATE TO ENGLAND, 


The proposition to send a delegate lo England* to interchange fraternal 
courtesies and to negotiate with our transatlantic Brethren in reference to 
an ultimate uniformity in the ritual and general polity of the Fraternity 
in both countries, is now formally before the Grand Lodges of the United 
States. The subject is of much importance, and demands the careful 
consideration of the intelligent and experienced members of the Craft, 
Uniformity in the ritual is not less essential to the permanency than to the 
unity and usefulness of the Institution. Masonry must be the same every* 
where, or it ceases to bo universal. It does not matter whether a Brother 
sojourn in Europe or Asia, in c Africa or America, he must be in pos- 
session of the means of visiting freely and without hindrance, the Lodges 
of his Brethren, or his Masonry is spurious, corrupt and worthless. 

We had the honor to suggest the measure in May, 1842,* in a review 
of the proceedings of the National Masonic Convention, held at the city 
of Washington, in March of that year. The suggestion was promptly 
taken up by the M. W, Grand Master, Robert Smith, Esq., of New 
Hampshire, and, in his annual communication, urged upon the attention of 
the Grand Lodge of that State, as a measure calculated to produce “ much 
permanent benefit to the Institution. 11 His recommendation was, that a 
11 skilful and intelligent Brother be sent to England, — where Masonry 
probably exists in greater purity thaf) in any other part of the world, — 
for the purpose of acquiring a full and accurate knowledge of the lectures 
and work as taught and practised under that wide-spread jurisdiction. ”+ 
With the information so obtained, he thought that “ a system might be 


* Magazine, voh i. p. 104. 

ISince this was written the ekturea have been received in thin country.— E d, 
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adopted which would he at once ancient, uniform, correct, and universal.” 
The Grand Lodge, concurring in his views, unanimously passed the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

“ Resolved , That this Grand Lodge recommend to the several Grand 
Lodges in the United States, to empower their several Grand Lecturers, 
chosen to meet other Grand Lecturers at Baltimore, in May, A. D. 1843, 
to appoint from their number, a Brother, well skilled in the mysteries of 
our art, who shall proceed to London, and obtain a perfect model of the 
work as practised in England. Provided, however, that the expense be 
borne mutually by the several Grand Lodges of the United States ; and 
the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire hereby pledges herself for her pro- 
portion of said expense, in case of the adoption of this vote by the other 
Grand Lodges, to carry into effect this object.” 

No very decisive action was at that time had on the subject by the Grand 
Lodges. We believe that two or three only fell in with the proposition to 
its full extent. Others referred it to the Convention for consideration, 
and one, the Grand Lodge of Virginia, entirely dissented. The Conven- 
tion, when assembled, were not, therefore, authorized to act definitively 
in relation to the matter. It could only recomtnend the subject to the 
further consideration of the Grand Lodges. This it did by the adoption 
of the following resolution : 

44 Resolved , That this Convention do earnestly recommend to the sev- 
eral Grand Lodges of the Union, to unite in sending a delegate from the 
Masonic Fraternity, of the United States, to their Brethren in Europe, 
with a view to lay the foundation of such an intercourse hereafter as shall 
promote a universal language and work , and extend the blessings of the 
Order far beyond its present range.” 

This resolution is not so full, Dor are its terms so definite, as could 
have been desired. The object it has in view cannot, however, be mis- 
taken. It contemplates a uniform system of work and lectures throughout 
the world . Whether this be within the scope of possibility is, to say the 
least of it, a matter of uncertainty. But if it be, any attempt to recon- 
cile the differences and to concentrate the multitude of systems existing 
on the continent of Europe, would be a labor which few Brethren, either 
in this country or in the old, would desire to undertake. It is not so, how- 
ever, with respect to England and her dependencies — embracing a large 
portion of the civilized world. The English and American Masons have 
derived their Masonry from the same source ; — they speak a common 
language, and are moved more than any other people by a common 
sympathy. There is, therefore, at least a reasonable probability that any 
well directed efforts towards producing a uniformity would, to this ex- 
tent, be attended with success. And, if we might be permitted to hazard 
a suggestion, it would be that the Grand Lodges confine their action on 
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the subject, to the limits indicated by the resolution of the Grand Lodge 
of New Hampshire. Those which have already adopted the recom- 
mendation of the Convention, in its original terms, would not, we pre- 
sume, object to the modification ; while others, which have not yet had' 
any action on the subject, might probably be induced to regard the mat- 
ter in a more favorable light than they do at present. Intimations to this 
effect have reached us, and we present them for the consideration of the 
Brethren who may hereafter, as members of Grand Lodges, be required 
to decide the question of the proposed mission. 

There are some other considerations, in connection with the subject, 
to which it may not be unprofitable briefly to advert. In the first place, 
why is it proposed to send a delegate to England at all ? Is it to acquire 
a knowledge of the work and lectures as taught and practised by the best 
Lodges in London? If so, the editor of this Magazine has both in their 
perfection, and will communicate them to the Grand Lodges in this coun- 
try at ahy time when they will agree to adopt them, and will appoint del- 
egates to receive them. His knowledge of them is derived from one of 
the best lecturers in England, — a Brother who has distinguished himself by 
his skill and efficiency as a lecturer in one of the accredited 14 Lodges of 
Instruction ” in London. This Brother is yet in this country. There is, 
therefore, no necessity for sending to England for the information. It can 
be had at home. But this is not the point. We are no more disposed to 
yield everything, than we are to demand everything. 

The “ Union Lectures,” as they are called, (from having been revised 
and adopted at the time of the union of the two Grand Lodges, in 1813,) 
are the lectures sanctioned and taught by the Grand Lodge of England. 
They differ in many particulars from those adopted by the late National 
Convention. , They are respectively divided into seven, five, and three 
sections. They are more elaborate, and, in some respects, more beauti- 
ful, in thought and language, than our own. They are more scientific, 
and perhaps more impressive. They are much longer, and differ in their 
arrangement. In the essentials there is also some difference between the 
two systems. These, the Brethren in thi3 country would consider impor- 
tant. 

Who is right ? Who shall concede ? These are questions which must 
be settled, before uniformity can be established. Will the Grand Lodges 
clothe the proposed delegate with plenary powers, or will they give him 
specific instruction* ? Shall he be authorized to meet our English Breth- 
ren in the spirit of concession — to give and receive — to compromise 
and settle ? Unless he go out in this spirit, and clothed with the requisite 
powers, very little will be gained towards the attainment of uniformity. 
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< He might indeed agree upon the existing differences, subject to the ap- 
proval of his constituents. But unless he be able to give strong assurances 
that his action will be approved, by those he represents, the Grand Lodge 
of England will hardly be willing to enter upon the negotiation*, — if indeed 
she consent to do so under any circumstances, for this is also to be set- 
tled. 

All these points should be well considered by the Grand Lodges, be- 
fore they authorize the sending of the proposed delegate. A liberal 
spirit is to be exercised and important concessions are to be made, or the 
mission, in this particular, will be a failure. 

It may not be generally known that much of the exoteric part of our rit- 
ual, originated in this country, and is not known in England. This is the 
case v/ith a large proportion of the emblems of the third degree, as given 
in the Monitor and Chart. Those which are recognized in England, 
were mostly written by Preston, from whom they were taken by Webb, 
who made such alterations in them as he deemed necessary. These, 
however, have never been regarded as any part of the ancient land-marks, 
and have consequently undergone frequent changes. In illustration of 
this, we subjoin the explanation of the “ moral advantages of Geometry,” 
as originally written by Br. Preston. It will be new to many of our 
readers, and may be interesting to all. By comparing it with that now in 
general use, the differences will be found to be very great. 

“ Geometry is the first and noblest of sciences, and the basis on which the 
superstructure of Freemasonry is erected. 

w The contemplation of this science in a moral and comprehensive view, fills the 
mind with rapture. To the true Geometrician, the regions of matter with which 
he is surrounded, afford ample Bcope for his admiration, while they open a sub- 
lime field for his inquiry and disquisition. 

“ Every particle of matter on which he treads, every blade of grass which covers 
the field, every flower which blows, and every insect which wings its way in the 
bounds of expanded space, proves the existence of a first cause, and yields 
pleasure to the intelligent mind. 

M The symmetry, beauty, and order displayed in the various parts of animate and 
inanimate creation, is a pleasing and delightful theme ; and naturally leads to 
the source whence the whole is derived. When we bring within the focus of 
the eye the variegated carpet of the terrestrial creation, and survey the progress 
of the vegetative system, our admiration is justly excited. Every plant which 
grows, every flower that displays its beauties or breathes its sweets, affords in- 
struction and delight When we extend our views to the animal creation, and 
contemplate the varied clothing of every species, we are equally struck with 
astonishment l And when we trace the lines of Geometry drawn by the divine 
pencil in the beautiful plumage of the feathered tribe, how exalted is our con- 
ception of the heavenly work! The admirable structure of plants and animals, 
and the infinite number of fibres and vessels which runs through the whole, with 
the apt disposition of one part to another, is a perpetual subject of study to the 
Geometrician ; who, while he adverts to the changes which all undergo in their 
progress to maturity, is lost in rapture and veneration of the great cause which 
governs the system. 
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“ When he descends into the bowels of the earth, and explores the kingdom 
of ores, minerals, and fossils, he finds the same instances of divine wisdom and 
goodness displayed in their formation and structure ; every gem and pebble 
proclaim the handiwork of an Almighty Creator. 

“ When he surveys the watery element, and directs his attention to the won- 
ders of the deep, with all the inhabitants of the mighty ocean, he perceives 
emblems of the same supreme intelligence. The scales of the largest whale, as 
well as the pencilled shell of the meanest fry, equally yield a theme for his con- 
templatiqn, on which he fondly dwells, while the symmetry of their formation, 
and the delicacy of the tints, evince the wisdom of the Divine Artist. 

w When he exalts his view to the more noble and elevated parts of Nature, and 
surveys the celestial orbs, how much greater is his astonishment ! If, on the 
principles of Geometry and true philosophy, he contemplate the sun, the moon, 
the stars, the whole concave of heaven, his pride is humbled, and he is lost in 
awful admiration. The immense magnitude of those bodies, the regularity and 
rapidity of their motions, and the v^t extent of space through which they move, 
are equally inconceivable ; and as far as they exceed human comprehension, 
baffle his most daring ambition, till, lost in the immensity of the theme, he sinks 
into his primitive insignificance. 

“ By Geometry, then, we may curiously trace Nature, through her various wind- 
ings, to her most concealed recesses. By it we may discover the power, the 
wisdom, and the goodness of the Grand Artificer of the Universe, and view with 
delight the proportions which connect this vast machine. By it we may dis- 
cover how the planets move in their different orbits, and demonstrate their va- 
rious revolutions. By it we may account for the return of seasons, and the vari- 
ety of scenes which each season displays to the discerning eye. Numberless 
worlds are around us, all framed by the same Divine Artist, which roll through 
the vast expanse, and are all conducted by the same unerring laws of Nature. 

u A survey of Nature, and the observations of her beautiful proportions, first de- 
termined man to imitate the divine plan, and study symmetry and order. This 
gave rise to societies, and birth to every useful art The architect began to de- 
sign, and the plans which he laid down, improved by experience and time, pro- 
duced works which have been the admiration of every age.” 

Dr. Ash, in his celebrated u Masonic Manual,” gives a much shorter and 
very different illustration of this science, and Hutchinson, in his u Spirit 
of Masonry still another. That in present use by the Grand Lodge 
of England agrees with neither ! Such is the case with most of the illus- 
trations contained in the text-books. It is also true of the charges to the 
three degrees. There would, however, be no difficulty in settling upon 
uniformity in this respect ; and perhaps this, in connection with the bene- 
fits which would be likely to result from an interchange of fraternal cour- 
tesies and kindnesses between the Brethren of the two countries, would 
be sufficient to authorize the proposed mission. We commend the sub- 
ject to the deliberate consideration of the Grand Lodges, and would re- 
spectfully suggest that a special report from each would be most likely to 
ensure a wise and just decision. 


♦Both of these works have recently been republished in England, under the editorial su- 
pervision of the learned Dx. Oliver. 
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THE POMEGRANATE. 

AN INQUIRY INTO THE HISTORY OP THE POME- 
GRANATE. AS A MASONIC EMBLEM. 

By Albert G. Mackey, M. D. 

Past Master of Solomon’s Lodge, Nd. l, Charleston, South Carolina. 

[Written for the Freemasons* Monthly Magazine.] 

It is somewhat surprising that although the indefatigable Oliver has 
devoted one of his most abstruse works to the consideration of the “Signs 
and Symbols” of our Order, he has not in the whole of that treatise made 
the slightest allusion to the Pomegranate, one of the most remarkable of 
our emblems. To fill up this hiatus in Masonic Science, is the object of 
the present paper. And I doubt not that to every Fellow-Craft Mason it 
will be interesting to discover that the Pomegranate, as an emblem, was 
known to and highly esteemed by the nations of antiquity, and that there 
is thus established another link in the great chain which connects the 
Ethnical Mysteries,' or as they have very appropriately been called, “ Spu- 
rious Freemasonry,” and the Order as it now exists among us, and as it 
doubtless was established at the building of King Solomon's Temple. 

In the description of the pillars which stood at the porch of the Temple, 
(see 1 Kings, vii. 15,) it is said that the artificer w made two chapiters of 
molten brass to set upon the tops of the pillars.” Now the Hebrew word 
(caphtorim) which has been translated “ chapiters ,” and for 
which in Amos ix. 1, the word “lintel” has been incorrectly substituted, 
(though the marginal reading corrects the error,) signifies an artificial 
large Pomegranate , or globe.* It was customary to place such ornaments 
upon the tops or heads of columns, and in other situations. The skirt of 
Aaron’3 robe was ordered to be decorated with golden bells and pomegra- 
nates, and they were among the ornaments fixed upon the golden cande- 
labra. There seems therefore to have been attached to this fruit some 
mystic signification, to which it is indebted for the veneration thus paid to 
it. If so, this mystic meaning should be traced into spurious Freema- 
sonry ; for there, after all, if there be any antiquity in our Order, we shall 
find the parallel of all its rites and ceremonies. 

1. The Syrians at Damascus, worshipped an idol which they called 
Rimmon. This was the same idol that was worshipped by Naman before 
his conversion, as recorded in the second book of Kings. The learned 

*Vid. Cumberland Origines Gent. Antiq. tract. II. §ii. p. 54. The original mean- 
ing is not preserved in the Septuagint which has <r(pcuQurifl> t nor in the Vulgate which 
uses “ sphfflrula,” both meaning simply “ a round ball.” But Josephus in his Anti- 
quities has kept to the literal Hebrew. 
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have not been able to agree as to the nature of this idol, whether he was 
a representation of Helios, or the Sun, the God of the Phoenicians, or of 
Venus, or according to Grotius, in his commentary on the passage in 
Kings, of Saturn, or what according to Statius seems more probable, of 
Jupiter Cassius. But it is sufficient for our present purpose to know that 
Rimmon ■jtoh is the Hebrew and Syriac for Pomegranate. 

2. Cumberland, the learned Bishop of Peterborough, quotes Achilles 
Statius, a converted pagan and Bishop of Alexandria, as saying that on 
Mount Cassius, (which Bochart places between Canaan and Egypt,) there 
was a temple wherein Jupiter’s image held a Pomegranate in his hand, 
which Statius goes on to say, “ had a mystical meaning.”* Sanconiatho 
thinks this temple was built by the descendants of the Cabiri. Cumber- 
land attempts to explain this mystery thus : Agreeably hereunto I guess 
that the Pomegranate in the hand of Jupiter, or Juno (because when it is 
opened it discloses a great number of seeds) signified only that those dei- 
ties were, b£ing long-lived, the parents of a great many children, and fa- 
milies that soon grew into nations which they planted in large posses- 
sions, when the world was newly begun to be peopled, by giving them 
laws and other useful inventions to make their lives comfortable.” 

3. Pausanias (Corinthiaca, p. 59) says, he saw not far from the ruins 
of Mycenae, an image of Juno holding in one hand a sceptre, and in the 
other a Pomegranate ; but he likewise declines assigning any explanation 
of the emblem, merely declaring that it was anoQQijtoTeQos loyog — “ a for- 
bidden mystery.” That is, one which was forbidden by the Cabiri to be 
divulged. 

4. In the festival of the Thesmophoria, observed in honor of the 
Goddess Ceres, it was held unlawful for the celebrants (who were wo- 
men) to eat the Pomegranate. Clemens Alexandrinus assigns as a rea- 
son, that it was supposed that this fruit sprung from the blood of Bac- 
chus. 

The coincidences in the Pagan mysteries with respect to this emblem, 
might doubtless be extended still further, but I have neither time nor op- 
portunity to pursue the research. I am however content, if by these few 
illustrations, I have added another to the many already existing proofs of 
the antiquity, a s well as the beauty of our beloved Order. 


"Cumberland Orig. Gent. Ant. p. 60. 
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LAYS OF THE CRUSADES. — NO IV. 

THE TEMPLE KNELL} 

OR, 

THE RED CROSS OF SCOTLAND’S SCATHE. 

The Grand Prior sat in the Temple-hail,. 

By South Eske fair to see, 

High chief of Scottish Templars all— 

Sir Walter de Clifton he. 

Around him ranged his white-robed knights. 

In silence waited they ; 

For sternly sad was that Prior's brow, 

Beneath his locks so grey. 

u Oh heavy news, my men !”— he cried } • 

“ Oh, heavy news to me, 

To you, and every Red Cross true, 

Of the Scottish chivalrie ! 

** A fast friend* from king Edward's court, 

Doth secret tidings bring, 

That ere the morrow’s break of day 
Our Temple knell shall ring! 

“ Now heaven assoilize that false Prince, 

And cruel Pope also, 

For that they have together leagued, 

To work our Order’s woe 1 

“ A bloody legate fresh from Rome — 

May Satan scorch his cowl ! — 

This day to Holyrood bath come, 

To seal their intent foul. 

s 

“ Our broad lands and our houses all, 

By pious princes given, 

Shall soon be wrenched by robber gripe, 

And rudely from us riven. 

(> Farewell the bonnie banks of Eske 
And Ballintradock’s fraes ! 
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Farewell that hall and chapel fair 
Which did Si. David rube I 


11 Then up, my few and faithful knights, 
The hour of doom is nigh l 
Give now your good and gallant swords, 
With Bruce to do or die. 


4i Already lo! your king hath won 
Full many a victory j 
And soon the glorious day shall come 
When Scotland shall be free. 


41 The Red Cross with St. Andrew's joined 
Must triumph o'er the foe* 

While heart and hand unite to lay 
The proud usurper iow l 

41 For me— full oft in Holy War 
I' ve faced grim death, l ween ; 

And that I now should turn my back, 

May not bd said or seen. 

With good Sir William de Middleton 
Who shall with me abide— 

In my own hull 1 meet the foe, 

Betide wh^te'er foe tide. 


* 4 Haply my word, if not my sword, 

May still defend yottr fame, 

And heap on our oppressors 1 heads 
The infamy and shame. 

n Speed then, and spur my gallant knights j 
Methtnks I yet shall see 

My charades brave in better day a, 

When Scotland shall be free I 

"Aye, future monarehs shall he proud 
To fill your Master’s place; 

And the Red Cross shall deck the last 
Of Scotland’* royal race l’ 1 * Pilchum, 


* The words ol the prophetic Prior, who doubtless possessed the gift of $eeoml sights 
Would seem to have been actually fulfilled in the reception of Prince Charles Stuart a s a 
Knight Templar at Edinburgh, in 1746, and hb elevation to the Grand Mastership of the 
Order on the demission of Lord Mar,— FYee masons’ If mien u 

IS 
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ANEW AND VALUABLE MASONIC WORK. 

The Rev. Brother Dr. George Oliver, of Scopwick Vicarage, (Eng.) 
Past Provincial Grand Master for Lincolnshire, and one of the most learned 
and indefatigable writers and Masons of his age, gives notice' in the Lon- 
don Quarterly Review, that he is about to take his leave of the public 
and the Fraternity as an author, with a series of Practical Lectures on 
the Historical Landmarks, and other evidences of Freemasonry, under 
the arrangement which has been enjoined by the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land. We give a part of the Doctor’s programme of the work, for the in- 
formation of our readers, and that they may see to what extent the expla - 
nations and illustrations are given in the text-books most approved by 
‘ our European Brethren. The work will unquestionably be the most im- 
portant and useful Masonic Manual, — for practical purposes, — ever pub- 
lished. It will of course be adapted to the English system. The learned 
author says — 

“ In the prosecution bf this design I have adopted an arrangement correspond- 
ing with the order in which our Degrees are conferred. After an Introduction 
containing an inquiry into the legality and Usefulness of Masonic publications ; 
and two Preliminary Lectures, giving a general view of the landmarks intended 
to be illustrated, I shall enter upon a series of disquisitions illustrative of the 
First Tracing Board ; in which the Form, Situation, Extent, Ground, (including 
the first and second Grand Offerings) Support, and Covering of a Lodge, will be 
dilated on in so many Lectures. The deliverance* from Egyptian bondage, and 
the ancient custom of opening a Lodge on the highest of hills, or in the lowest of 
valleys, will close the illustrations of the First Degree. 

M The Second Degree will open with a Lecture on the symbolical references of 
the Order. I shall then proceed with a critical examinatioh of the number of 
workmen employed about the Temple of Solomon ; and the system of classifica- 
tion which was adopted in the quarries, the forest^ and the mountain of Moriah. 
The Second Tracing Board will occupy our attention — the Porch and its Pillars — 
Jephtha and the Ephramites — the Winding Staircase and its Steps, with their 
symbolical reference — the Letter G, &c. ; and Lectures on the Grand Archi- 
tect’s Six Periods — the Inundation of the Nile— the Twelve Grand Points — and 
the Third Grand Offering, will close the Second Degree. 

“ In the Third and its accompanying Degrees and Orders, the subject becomes 
more diffusive, and will require to be more extensively treated. Accordingly, 
commencing with the Legend, I shall endeavour to trace its origin amidst the 
darkness of a remote antiquity, and to explain its symbolical application. Then 
the nature and design of Freemasonry before the Flood, and the subject of “World- 
ly Possessions” will be examined ; while the Sacred Lodge, the decorations of 
the Temple, and the sources of King Solomon’s wealth, will be discussed in or- 
der ; as well as the Masonic reference attached to the Fall and Restoration of our 
first parents. Then follows, in due course, a consideration of the Burning Bush, 
the Tetragrammaton or Incommunicable Name, and the Rod of Moses, which 
will be examined, each in a separate Lecture. After which I shall open the Holy 
Lodge at the foot of Mount Sinai, and consider the application to Masoniv of the 
Ark of the Covenant — the Priestly Orders — the Camp of Israel, and the Banners 
of the Twelve Tribes ; none of which will be dismissed without distinct and ex- 
clusive notice. The remarkable events in the reign of Josiah will be considered 
before we proceed to the Babylonish Captivity, its termination, and the opening 
of the Grand and Royal Lodge — the building of the Sacred Temple — the Triple 
Tau, and the departure of the Sceptre from Judah. A careful examination of all 
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these subjects, so far as they are connected with Freemasonry, will illustrate the 
fact, that our ancient and Royal Order, is a progressive system, consistent in all 
its parts, and symbolizing the way to salvation through the merits of a Redeemer 
who made atonement for the sins of men by the sacrifice of the Cross. 

“ In the construction of these Lectures, I propose to subjoin copious authorities 
for every fact and argument that it may be necessary to introduce in illustration 
of the general system of Freemasonry. The Notes will therefore be extremely 
numerous, and gathered from every accessible source which is worthy of cre- 
dence. It is hoped that these Notes will be found of some service in clearing up 
doubtful or difficult points of discipline and doctrine. They will be selected with 
great care, and will constitute a series of, vouchers for the credibility of every 
important rite connected with the several Degrees of the Order, which are prac- 
tised at the present day. They will he a mirror to reflect the opinions— -a registry 
to chronicle the Masonic sentiments of living Masons , not only %n this kingdom hut 
in all others , as well as of those who have flourished in by-gone ages . It is true, I 
do not profess to engage in any formal illustration, beyond the three symbolical 
or Blue Degrees ending in the Royal Arch and its subsidiary appendages ; 'but 
every other Order which is in any way allied to Freemasonry, will be incidentally 
noticed, and its claims to credence briefly investigated. I am anxious that the 
Brethren should familiarly understand every point, part, and secret connected 
with the Institution ; and though I am not ignorant of the responsibility which 
will naturally accompany an attempt to communicate this knowledge, yet I flatter 
myself that I shall be able to accomplish it with a conscientious regard to the 
terms of my O B, and at the same time, with such perspicuity as may render the 
explanation plain and intelligible to the Fraternity, while they continue an im- 
penetrable mystery to those who have not had the advantage of initiation. 

u In the system, as it is .practised in our Lodges, the connection between the se- 
vveral consecutive degrees is not afccurately defined ; nor perhaps would it be pos- 
sible, in practice, to establish a series of rites by which that connection could be 
distinctly impressed upon the mind of a candidate during the ceremony of initia- 
tion. This important effect can only be accomplished by the subsequent expla- 
nations of a zealous and indefatigable Master; and to do this effectually, be must 
depart from the usual routine, or rather, he fnust amplify and illustrate the author- 
ized lectures by the introduction of parallel facts, and explanatory observances, 
connected with the history and antiquities, manners and customs, laws and usa- 
ges, of the country and period which may form the subject of disquisition. t And 
there are many reasons that make such a course, under present circumstances, al- 
most impracticable. The Master of a Lodge has generally other objects of pur- 
suit to engage his mind, and occupy his attention, which leave him little leisure 
to pursue the investigations necessary to accomplish so extensive an undertaking. 
The present work is intended to supply materials for accelerating these studies. 
No subject will be left untouched, doubts will be removed, and difficulties ex- 
plained. The links of connection between the several Degrees will be supplied ; 
and thus the Brethren will be furnished with a clue to direct their inquiries into 
the right channel : and it may not be too much to anticipate that the path to Ma- 
sonic knowledge will be thereby relieved, in a great measure, from the difficul- 
ties which obstruct the progress of scientific research into the mysteries of the 
Order.” 

The learned Doctor adds, that }t is his intention 44 to leave no point unex- 
plained connected with the theory of Masonry, which may be prudently 
committed to print.” He proposes to issue the work in monthly and 
quarterly parts, — the former at twentyfive and the latter at seventyfive 
cents each. It is expected that it will embrace upwards of forty lectures, 
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HOlf. J. LEANDEB STARK. 

t 

viz ten on the first Degree,- twelve on the second, and twenty on the 
third, including the Royal Arch, — these, according to the Grand Lodge 
of England, composing the whole of 44 pure ancient Masonry.’ 1, 


HON. J. LEANDER STARR. 

This distinguished Brother has Yecently been on a visit to our city, and 
has availed himself of the opportunity to visit several of the Masonic 
bodies, of different Orders, and to witness their ceremonies. The comman- 
der of the Boston Encampment of Knights Templars, M. E. John B. Ham- 
matt, Esq., obligingly summoned a special meeting of his commandery, 
and thus afforded the respected visitor an opportunity to witness the ex- 
cellent manner in which the Order is conferred in that Institution, -^-which, 
for accuracy and discipline, is not surpassed by any sifnilar body in this 
country. Br. Starr, in an excellent and appropriate off-hand speech, paid 
it the highest compliment, as he did the work of the Lodges and Chapters 
he had visited. The Sir Knights had prepared a slight entertainment for 
the occasion, and the evening passed away in the most delightful and sat- 
isfactory manner. ' 

It may be proper to state, that Br. Starr holds the responsible and hon- 
orable office of Provincial Grand Master for Nova Scotih. His commis- 
sion, which we have been permitted to examine, is from the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland, issued under 44 the sanction of the M. W. Grand Master, the 
Right Honorable Lord Frederick Fitzclarence, G. C. H., &c. &c., 

constituting and appointing the R. *W. Brother the Hon. John Leander 
Starr, &c. &c. &c., Halifax, Provincial Grand Master for Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, and Prince Edward’s Island,” with the same powers and 
Authority as are now exercised by Sir Allan McNab, Provincial Grand 
Master for Canada. 

We have likewise been favored with an examination ofBr. Starr’s Com- 
mission as Grand Prior. It is from Scotland, and is directed by Admiral 
Sir David Milne, G. C. B., Grand Master of the Religious and Military 
Order of the Temple, 44 constituting and appointing the Hon. J. Leander 
Starr, Knight Commander of the Order, Grand Prior for Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, and Prince Edward’s Island, with full powers to erect 
and consecrate, under his immediate authority, a Grand Priory, to be 
called the Grand Priory of the Order of the Temple,” for Nova Scotia, &c. 

The respected Brother left for Halifax in the steamer Britannia, on the 
3d ultimo, carrying with him the best wishes of his Brethren in Boston, 
for his future happiness and prosperity. 
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THE TRESTLE. BOARD. 

If the voluntary testimony of competent Brethren, or the increasing de- 
mand for the work, is any evidence of its value as a text-book, and of its 
adaptation to the purposes for which it is designed, we certainly have no 
cause to complain. Since our last number was issued we have receive^ 
the following from the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Rhode 
Island. 

The committee on the printed proceedings of the doings of the National Masonic Conven- 
tion presented in their report the following on the Trestle-Board. 

The Convention appointed “ a committee to prepare and publish a text-book, to be called 
the Masonic Trestle- Board, which work is now completed agreeably to the rules and designs 
laid down by the Convention. A copy of, the same has been examined by jyour committee, 
which has their cordial approbation, and it is earnestly lecommended to this Grand Lodge lor 
their approval, as a text book worthy the patronage of the Fraternity. % 

Which recommendation was adopted. 

Attest, James Hutchison, G. Secretary. 

The following is from the Rambler, published at Charleston, S. C., un- 
der the editorial charge of R. W. Bi;. John B. Irving, M. D., Senior 
Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of that State 

“Masonic. — We return our thanks to R. W. Charles W. Moore, for a copy of 
the Masonic Trestle-Board, recently published by him. 

“ A particular examination of it has not altered, but confirmed the opinion we 
had previously expressed of its merits in the Rambler. 

“ The editorial remarks it contains are instructive — the different sections of 
the lectures are correctly arranged— the necessary illustrations are in few words, 
fitly chosen — and the Master who is * apt to teach/ if he takes the Trestle- Board 
for his guide, will not wander from the ancient landmarks. The three Carpets 
are in good taste: they contain the different emblems, and that of each Degree 
being by itself on one page, is far more convenient than any we have before seen. 
We can discover no reason why the Trestle-Board should not be adopted as a 
Text Book in all our Lodges, and believe it will tend to produce greater unifor- 
mity in the work, as well as unite the Brotherhood in a general language.” 

[From the (Kentucky) Masonic Mirror.] 

“The Masonic-Trestle Board. — A more acceptable new year’s gift, we 
could not have desired. Thanks to our worthy Brother C. W. Moore, for a copy 
of so valuable a work. 

“ The Trestle-Board is a practical as well as comprehensive collection, of 
all the information necessary to a correct understanding of the duties of a Ma- 
son, authorized by, and prepared under the direction of the late National Masonic 
Convention, which assembled at Baltimore in May last. The principles, Ceremo- 
nies, and illustrations, embodied in this work, are all consistent with the most as- 
sured and orthodox authorities, improved greatly in the style of composition, and 
adapted to the Fraternity of the United States. Much credit is due to the com- 
mittee, by whom the work was prepared, for the excellent and able manner in 
which they have discharged their duty. 

“ Each degree, from the Entered Apprentice to the Past Master, is copiously il- 
lustrated, and all necessary information to render the industrious Mason profi- 
cient in his degree, is given in a practical and familiar style. The work also 
contains full and complete instructions, as to the ceremonies of constituting a 
Lodge, Installation, Laying Corner Stones, Funeral Processions, &c.,all of which 
are arranged in excellent style, and calculated to be highly useful to the officers 
as well as Brethren of our Lodges. One most desirable feature in this work, is, 
the appearance of no more matter than is indispensibly necessary, being unin- 
cumbered with the great mass of useless matter with which so many of our man- 
ual#, are burdened. The work contains all that is necessary and no more. It 
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g. lodge or Wisconsin. — an impostor. 


is embellished with three elegant engraved plates, containing the emblems of 
each Degree, arranged in a beautiful and appropriate style. 

“We most cordially commend the work to every Brother, who may see this 
notice, and hope it will be introduced into our Lodges, to supersede those now in 
use. It may be had at the office of the Freemasons’ Magazine, Boston, by for- 
warding one dollar, postage paid, to the Editor, who will send the work by mail, 
free of postage, to the subscriber. They may be had cheaper by the dozen or 
half dofcen.” 


THE GRAND LODGE OF WISCONSIN. 

We cure gratified to learn that the growth of the Institution in this re- 
mote part of the country, — the extreme boundary of civilization, — has 
been such, within the last year or two, as to authorize the forming of a 
new and independent Grand Lodge for the Territory. Our attentive 
correspondent, under date of Platteville, Jan. 20th, 1844, writes as fol- 
lows : 

u I have recently been on a visit to JMadi$on city, the capital of this Territory, 
— to which place I was called to attend a Convention of Lodges to organize a 
Grand Lodge for Wisconsin. The object was accomplished much to the satis- 
faction of all who were prfesertt The Legislature was in session, and it brought 
together a number of Masons of high standing, most of Whom came from ‘ be- 
yond the flood,’ and gave by their past integrity the highest proofs of their purity, 
and promise of future usefulness. Our Grafid Secretary, (who is the Secretary of 
the Legislative Council,) wijl, in a week Or two, give' you an abstract of the pro- 
ceedings, with a list of the officers.” 

We presume .that immediate application for recognition and interchange 
of fraternal kindnesses, will be made to the Grand Lodges, and we can- 
not doubt that they will be most happy in extending the righlvhand of fel- 
lowship to their young and promising sister. 


AN IMPOSTOR. 

Tip: Brethren in this city, and other parts of the country, have recently 
been grossly imposed upon by a person who is strolling through the States, 
exciting the commisseration of the Fraternity by his pitiful tales of misfor- 
tunes by sea find land — flpod and fire. W^iile here he called his name 
William Bird. In New York, he assumed the name of Roseberry. In 
Paris (France,) he passed under the cognomen of Rozenberg, a Prussian 
officer. He is about 55 or 60 years of age, — is an Englishman by birth,— 
talks fluently and plausibly, and is paralyzed on the left side. He has 
neither Grand Lodge Certificate nor Diploma, — and had the Brethren here 
and elsewhere adhered strictly to the regulation which in all cases de- 
mands such vouchers, they would not only have escaped the mortification 
of having been imposed upon by the unworthy, but would have saved their 
money for the relief of the truly deserving. Let them learn from expe- 
rience, and be wise for the future. 
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ENGLISH ITEMS. 

The Grand Lodge of England hold a quarterly communication on the 
6th December. The Earl of Zetland , Pro-Grand Master, presided, assist- 
ed by the Marquis of Salisbury, as D. Grand Master. Both of these Breth- 
ren were nominated for the vacant Grand Mastership, The election 
takes place on the 6th of the present month. The Earl of Zetland is the 
most prominent candidate and wilt probably bo elected. The Earl of 
Salisbury, is in nomination, we believe, contrary to his wishes. Both are 
highly esteemed by their Brethren, and the interests of the Craft would be 
safe in the hands of either. — Five hundred dollars were voted to two wid- 
ows of deceased Brethren, The #t Committee of Masters, 1 * notice the 
receipt of u addresses of condolence from the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
the Cape of Good Hope, the Grand Lodge at Boston, IL S, A., and from 
Berlin, 11 on the death of the Duke of Sussex. 

The presentation of the u Masonic Offering 11 to the Rev. Dr, Olivete, is 
expected to take place at the ensuing meeting of the Grand Lodge of Lin- 
colnshire. Our English Brethren arc ever prompt to reward those who 
devoto. their talents and energies to the service of their Institution. The 
contributions for the present purpose, as in the cases of the Duke of Sus- 
sex and Dr, Grace fix, are from all parts of the jurisdiction — that is, from 
every country where an English Lodge is to be found. 

A Grand Masonic Ball, in aid of the funds of the ” Asylum ior w'orlhy 
aged and decayed Freemasons, 11 took place on the 23d January. The 
annual festival for the same purpose, will be held in June. 

The u Royal Masonic Benevolent Annuity Institution,” is represented 
as being in good condition. 

The “Girls 1 School/ 1 for the support and education of the orphan 
daughters of deceased Masons, is also in flourishing circumstances. The 
Festival is to take place on the 15th May, when the benevolent patrons of 
the Institution will have an opportunity to exercise their accustomed phi- 
lanthropy in aid of this interesting charity, 

The project of erecting a new building for the accommodation of the 

Boys 1 School,” (for the education of the orphan sons of Masons) is still 
in agitation. The funds we presume are ample. 

A Past Master, who has not actually presided over a regular Lodge, 
holding of the Grand Lodge, is, in England, called a “ bandied pretender P 1 
and is not allowed to attend the 41 Board of Installed Masters.” 
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DRAFTS FROM THE TRESTLE-BOARD.— NO. II. 

BY A PAST MASTER. 

THE BOATMAN S RESCUE. 

'Tis not fancy’s sketch. 

A mighty change hast thou witnessed upoq thy shores, within the last 
twenty years, old 44 Father of Waters !” Where erst the deep-tangled 
forest and the impervious cane-brake threw a sombre shadow upon thy 
turbid stream, there now smile the teeming fields of the husbandman,; 
and the waste places which but a few years since echoed only to the 
whoop of the Chickasaw and the horn of the occasional flat-boatman, now 
resound with the hum and industry of civilization. Rich and cultivated 
farms begem thy margin, and the 14 bluffs” where once the owner of the 
44 broadhorn” tied up to trade with the wild Indian, converted into depots 
for the wealth of western enterprize, have exchanged the # homely names 
wherewith they were christened by the earlier navigators, for those of 
towns and cities, famed in the Prices Current for the abundance of their 
exports and the heaviness of their trade. The “ Chickasaw Bluffs” and 
the 44 Walnut Hills” are no longer heard of. These have passed away, 
with the hardy race of men whose adventures upon thy stream gave noto- 
riety to these localities ; and in their stead we have Natchez, and Vicks- 
burg, and Memphis, and Randolph, with their teeming population and rich 
export of cotton bales. The white man has 44 laid his hand upon thy 
mane,” and thou art subdued : his steamers plough thy bosom continual- 
ly, while the axe of the wood -chopper hath let in the sun upon the lair of 
the bear and thq panther all along thy shores. Could’st thou but speak, 
old Flood, what tales Would * thy murmuring waves babble to the wonder 
struck listener! — of peril, of crime, of heroism, and of distress, exempli- 
fying the best and worst attributes of our nature. But thou art dumb, and 
tellest no story of human sympathy ; thy voice is lifted up only in utter- 
ance of that anthem in which all nature joins, to Him wfyose might and 
power thou dost faintly shadow — and we must needs question of tradition 
the story of the events which have transpired within thy domains. The 
following is one of her revelations : — 

It was in the winter of 182 — , that two flat-boats or 44 broadhorns,” la- 
den with produce from the Cumberland, were seen floating down the 
Mississippi. At the period of which I write, it was the custom of the far- 
mers of that region to unite together and build boats, which were to be 
the common receptacles of all the surplus produce of . the neighborhood. 
When the 44 boating season” came on, the little fleet was generally pla- 
ced under the direction of some one of the oldest and most substantial 
farmers, who was made 44 captain” — the crew being made up of the sons 
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of the neighbors who had produce to send to that far distant market, New 
Orleans. Many was the strange story of peril and adventure which these 
simple inland mariners brought back, after a six month’s absence : — of es- 
capes from snags and 41 sawyers” on the voyage— of ’cute traffickings 
with the dusky 44 creole,” and amours with his dark-eyed daughters— and 
their sojourn among the Indians as they threaded the old 44 Notchy Trace” 
on their way homeward. But I must hot follow this digression. It would 
lead me back to the 44 green pastures” of memory — the sunny days of 
boyhood — wherein the imagination so loves to revel ; and recal troops of 
recollections which, however pleasant or sorrowful to the dreamer, have 
little to do with the true history he essays to write. Revenons a nas mou - 
tons ! 

It was, as I have said, in the winter of 182 — , and towards the close of 
a cold and stormy day, that two 44 broadhorns” were seen floating down 
the tide, about midway between the points on which now stand the towns 
of Memphis and Randolph; but which then boasted no other population 
than a few Indian traders. The two rude crafts were lashed together, 
and the skill and strength of their united crews had been severely tasked 
during the day to escape the dangers by which they were encompassed. 
The 44 head captain” was a Mr. H — n, a venerable and highly respecta- 
ble farmer and one of the principal owners of the cargo, while his son 
acted in the capacity of 44 mate,” or captain No. 2. Mr. H — n was a 

minister of the- gospel, and the first Master of the new and flourishing 

Lodge No. — k , then recently established. 

The day had been cold and stormy ; but the wind increasing in fury, 
it was deefmed expedient to land and 44 tie up” until the weather should 
become calmer. All hands were put to the oare, and the ponderous mass 
had been urged to within about a hundred yards of the shore, when 
crash ! — they were immoveably upon a snag. The lashings which united 
the two boats together snapped like flax ; and quick as thought the largest 
boat, freed from her consort, glided past the danger and went bounding 
down the tide, without steersman or crew — for in the confusion all hap- 
pened to be on the grounded boat, and the movements of the other were 
unnoticed until she was out of reach. What was to be done ? One boat 
was stuck fast upon the snag, in a most dangerous situation for her safety, 
while the other was fast receding from view. Short time was allowed 
for deliberation. To jump into the only remaining skiff, and after land- 
ing him and his son with their axes for the purpose of cutting sweeps and 
poles, to go in pursuit of the runaway boat, land and tie her up securely 
and then return, were the prompt, and promptly obeyed orders of Capt. 
H — n to his crew. Propelled by the brawny arms of the hardy water- 
19 
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men, the little skiff shot down the stream like an arrow, and was soon 
lost to sight beyond a bend in the riyer. 

It was not until their task had been accomplished, and the two H — ns 
sat themselves down to watch the frail ark with whose now doubtful safety 
was adventured the fruits of their year’s hard toil, that they were made 
fully sensible of the perilous situation in which they were placed. They 
were on a wilderness shore, without any means of reaching the boat, 
without food or fire, and with the comfortable prospect of perishing from 
the biting cold, if by any accident their friends should be prevented from 
returning before nightfall. Such a result, however, was not deemed 
probable ; and our voyagers made ' themselves as content as one may 
deem such a state of mind possible to two men, situated as these were, 
exposed to a piercing winter wind, laden with snow and sleet, which now 
commenced falling thick and fast — the sky giving every token that there 
was going to be a most pitiless storm. 

Minutes, hours wore away, and although Capt. H — n and his son strain- 
ed their eyes through the thick-falling sleet over the expanse of waters, 
heaving like a miniature ocean under the influence of the terrible nor’- 
wester by which their limbs were chilled into insensibility, nothing was to 
be seen of the returning sfciff— - which had now become to them, literally 
the “ life boat,” without which they must inevitably perish during the fast 
approaching night. To follow on through the tangled thickets and bay- 
ous of the river’s bank, and overtake their companions, was impossible ; to 
reach the settlement some twenty miles above, equally so ; while to at- 
tempt getting to the stranded boat, in such a tempest, by any means 
within their reach, was' but to embrace a speedier death than that which 
seemed to be awaiting them, — a death which they now did not doubt their 
companions had met with under the weltering billows of the stormiagita- 
ted Mississippi. 

* • • # * • • * 

But whence comes that wreath of smoke behind yon distant point, dri- 
ving before the wind ? It is — a steamboat ! and our despairing ones are 
saved ! Nearer and nearer, she breasts the storm and current, flinging 
the white-caps from her prow as she approaches : 

“ She walks the waters like a thing of life, 

And seems to dare the elements to strife !” 

Nearer and nearer, she urges her foaming way — she is around the 
point — she is abreast the stranded “ broadhorn” — her pilot hears the 
shout on shore — but he does not heed it ! Let us charitably hope he 
deems it but the customary salute with which the men of the flat boat hail 
the passing by of the proud steamer, and that he is all unconscious of the 
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agony his inattention is causing to his brother man l He lays his course 
for the next 44 point” — the tempest howls, but his good river-steed is stout 
and strong — the freezing sleet eddies around the 44 wheelhouse,” but he 
defies its cutting breath to penetrate his coat of 44 dreadnought.” Against 
wind and storm, and stream, the gallant steamer dashes on her way ; — she 
is passing — she has passed! God pity that father and son perishing 
with cold in the desolate wilderness ! 

******** 

“ Round-to and take these men on hoard /” thundered the voice of old 
Capt. T — , who had been looking through the stern windows of the la- 
dies’ cabin at the eddying snow, but who now rushed bare-headed on deck 
like one possessed. 

44 Round-to , Isay ! — quick ! quick ! and be d — D to you l 1 ’ he thunder 
ed, with startling energy. 

44 Ay, ay, sir !” responded the man at the wheel, while the spokes 
flew round in his hands, — and the noble vessel, obedient to her helm, 
swept in a rapid circuit up to the shore in less time than I have related 
the occurrence. 

******** 

44 Its confounded strange !” exclaimed the whole crew, some days af- 
( ter — (when Capt. H — n and his son after being thawed and made com- 
fortable with the requisite creature appliances, were landed at the next 
44 settlement” — and provided with a yawl to go in search of their broad- 
horns — and money besides, in case these should have been lost — and they 
had overtaken their companions, and learned from them that they had 
been compelled to land the runaway broadhorn on the opposite side of 
the ’river— and that they had not returned because the storm would have 
44 swamped” their little skiff— and young H — 1> had in his turn, given them 
the whole singular story of his own and his father’s deliverance, and still 
more singular generosity afterwards of that gruff old Capt. T — of the 
steamer ***♦*) — “ Its confounded strange !” said a young man whose 
petition had been presented to Lodge No. ' — , the last regular meet- 

ing, and who had already often wondered whether he should find himself 
44 black-balled,” on his return, or be admitted a member of an Order for 
which he had long entertained the most exalted respect 44 Its confound- 
ed strange,” said he , 44 and so here I go to ask the old’un there how it all 
come about !’* 

44 If you are found worthy , you shall know in due time !” was all the 
reply the 44 old’un” gave him. 
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ANECDOTE OF FREDERICK THE GREAT. 

[From Campbell’s “ Frederick the Great, and his Times.”] 

One. day at table, the conversation turned upon Freemasons, against whom 
Frederick William launched out with great acrimony. The Count of Lippe- 
Buckeburg, himself a member of the Fraternity, defended it with such warmth 
and eloquence, that the Prince afterwards privately intimated to the Count his 
wish to join a society which numbered such staunch champions of truth among 
its members. The Count accordingly requested some of the Brethren residing 
at Hamburg and Hanover, to meet at Brunswick, which city the King was to vi- 
sit on his way to Berlin. Beilefeld, a merchant then at Hamburg, was one of the 
members ; and he gives ah amusing account of the embarrassments which be and 
his companions had to enconnter in preserving the necessary secresy. “I left 
Hamburg,” he says in his report to M. Yon Striven, u you know with whom, on the 
10th of August; on the evening of the next day we were at the gates of Bruns- 
wick. The Custom House officer made preparations to search our baggage, as it 
was his duty to do ; this threw us into no little perplexity, as you may judge your- 
self. We had a large chest filled with the implements beloriging to the Lodge. 
In spite of the freedom enjoyed during the fair time at Brunswidr, these things 
might be prohibited goods. We considered for a moment, if the searcher had 
insisted on the opening of the box, we should have had no other resource than to 

f ive ourselves out for conjurors or gold-makers. All, however, passed off well. 

slipped a ducat into the man’s hand, on which he said, he was sure we were 
real gentlemen, who would not smuggle any thing contraband into the city. We 
took up our quarters at Korn’s hotel. Next morning the thunder of the cannon 
proclaimed the arrival of the King of Prussia and his retinue. The presence of 
that monarch, and the numerous strangers whom the fair attracts to Brunswick, 
produced an extraordinary bustle in the city. We agreed that none of us should 
be presented at court but the Count of Lippe, who was directed to settle with 
the Prince Royal the day, hour and place of reception. He appointed the night 
between the I4th and 15th, and fixed upon our quarters as the place for holding 
the Lodge, which being very spacious was well adapted to the purpose ; the only 
objection seemed to be the proximity of a Mr. Von W., whose apartment was se- 
parated from the saloon only by a thin boarded partition, so that he might hear all 
that passed and betray us ; this gave us at first some uneasiness ; but our Breth- 
ren from Hanover being acquainted with the happy disposition of our neigh- 
bor, began plying him with bumpers in his room after dinner, and reduced him 
to such a state, that he would probably have slept close to a battery without wa- 
king. 

“ The whole of the 14th was spent in preparations for the Lodge, and at twelve 
at night the Prince Royal arrived, accompanied by Count Wartensleben, a cap- 
tain in the King’s regiment at Potsdam. The Prince introduced him to us as a 
candidate whom he very warmly recommended, and begged that he might be ad- 
mitted immediately after himself. At the same time he desired that he might be 
treated like any private individual, and that none of the usual ceremonies might 
be altered on his account. Accordingly, he was admitted in the customary form, 
and I could not sufficiently admire his fearlessness, his composure, and his ad- 
dress. After the double reception, a Lodge was held. All was over by four in 
the morning, and the Prince returned to the ducal palace, apparently as well plea- 
sed with us as we were charmed with him.” The zeal of the Prince for the Broth- 
erhood induced him to invite the Baron Von Oberg and Bielefeld to Rheinsbery, 
where in 1739, they founded a Lodge, into which Keyserling, Gordan, Moollen- 
dorf, Quels, and even Frederick’s first Valet de Chambre, Fredersdorf, were ad- 
mitted. Bielefeld # gained a patron in the Prince, and subsequently entered into 
the Prussian service at his invitation. 


*Hit name is frequently mentioned in history as a celebrated and useful man. 
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AN EXTRACT. 

There is probably some truth in the following extract from the London Re- 
view. Whether it be applicable to any of the Grand Lodges in this country, the 
reader will judge for himself. We shouldn’t wonder if it was ! 

a Whoever steps forward with single-heartedness of purpose in Grand Lodge, 
as an improver or strengthener of the Masonic laws — whether his object be to 
get rid of the most absurd anomaly, or efficiently to carry out that which is im- 
perfect or inoperative, however essentially important — must make up his mind to 
every species of opposition short of personal insult He must be ready to repel 
the unworthy sneer — he must be prepared to endure the puny objections of those 
who see danger in every change, and would retain, without reason, an acknow- 
ledged evil, rather than risk the uncertain quality of a promised good — he must 
be content to be opposed by sophistry and special pleading, in substitution of 
frankness and fair argument — he must expect the exercise of every underhand 
influence to defeat his undisguised and straightforward purpose — he must look 
for hyper-criticism where he would more naturally expect fraternal courtesy — and 
he must patiently submit to the necessity of again and again renewing his labors, 
for the same object, after the wished-for result has appeared to have been finally 
accomplished. For whatever credit may be given to him for honesty of inten- 
tion or general ability, however discreetly he may conduct himself, and however 
efficient he may be as a practical Mason, or however self-evident may be his 
proposition, if cunning could over-reach him, it would, in Certain quarters, be 
sure to be exercised. In short, if he be determined to do ought that is servicea- 
ble to Freemasonry, he must calculate upon every species of unmasonic oppo- 
sition.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Portsmouth, Ohio , January 30, 1844. 

Companion C. W. Moore, 

Dear Sir : — # # # The Magazine is certainly worthy of all the labor one 
may bestow in procuring subscribers. So well convinced am I of the usefulness of 
the work, that I would willingly bestow a month’s labor to procure subscribers, 
and think the time well spent. W ere any one to make up his mind to attach himself 
to any of the many sects of Christians now in existence, his first thought would be to 
make himself acquainted with the peculiar tenets of that sect Well, he is satis- 
fied after a thorough examination and is admitted a metqber. What next ? Does 
he rest then and make no more inquiries concerning the denomination to which 
he has attached himself— -of its prosperity in other parts of the country ? If he 
did we should certainly consider him either one of two things — either that he was 
a very lukewarm member, or was not able to procure the means of further know- 
ledge. But, sir, if he was a member who would add any thing to the society, he 
would strain every nerve to procure the means of information. Just so with any 
one who has made up his mind and been admitted a member of some Lodge. 
Mark this — If he be such a man as will add any thing to Masonry, he will get 
into his possession every thing calculated to give him knowledge of the princi- 
ples of the Institution, and will use every endeavor to make himself acquainted 
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with its doings abroad. Why is it that so many Masons are so grossly ignorant 
of the principles of the Institution ? Bocause they either consider it a trifling 
concern or they do not wish to be enlightened for fear they would find too many 
motives to acts of virtue. Their depravity shrinks back and fears the light, — 
their deeds are evil. But, Br. Moore, if such would or could be prevailed on to 
take your valuable publication, and be attentive readers, I venture the assertion, 
if they ever had any zeal it would be waked up to all its original vigor. I some- 
times think, when perusing your work, and noticing some act of pure Masonic 
charity, that if all men were Masons and would walk as becometh Masons, 
this earth would be a happy home, a pleasant abiding place. I hope to con- 
tinue a subscriber to your Magazine as long as it continues, and if I have to pro- 
cure the means by day labor I will have it 

Yours, Fraternally, c. h. d. 


Wilmington, JV. C., January 20, 1844. 

Dear Sir and Brother Our Masonic prospects were never more flattering 
than at the present time. Our members both in the Lodge and Chapter are con- 
stantly increasing, and these Institutions have attained a high standing both in 
regard to their government and moral influence. “ Brotherly Love, Relief and 
Truth,” those inestimable jewels of a Mason, are properly appreciated and kept 
in view. Many of the old members, who had withdrawn from the Lodge, proba- 
bly on account of irregularities practised therein, are returning to their “first 
love,” as very properly they should do ; and by their presence, experience and 
counsel, exercise a most happy influence in preserving the ancient landmarks 
and principles of the Order, and in the deliberations of our meeting. Refresh- 
ments of every description are excluded from the Lodge, and no intoxicating 
drink is allowed within its walls. I look upon this as one of the most whole- 
some and salutary arrangements that could be made, and best calculated to per- 
petuate the Institution. Gluttony and drunkenness are the very antipodes to 
Masonic virtues. The anniversary of St. John was a proud day for the Frater- 
nity in this place, and was observed with unusual splendor. Agreeably to previous 
arrangement, a large procession, in full regalia, preceded by a fine band of music, 
moved to the Presbyterian Church, where a most excellent address was delivered 
by Rev. Comp. Albert Case, of Charleston, S. C. Other appropriate exercises 
were likewise performed. The Officers of the Lodge were publicly Installed in 
the morning, and at night the Officers of the Chapter were Installed by Comp. 
Case, in the presence of a large concourse of both sexes. The whole front of 
the building was brilliantly illuminated, and the weather, and all things, proved 
most propitious. Br. Case, in his exercises among us, has fully sustained the 
high reputation he has earned. The publication of his address is in progress, 
and will be forwarded you when out. A number of us are taking the necessary 
steps preliminary to opening an Encampment of Knights Templars. 

, Yours, Fraternally, w. a. b. 
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OHIO. 

Th£ annual communication of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, was held at Lancas- 
ter, in October last The proceedings were interesting and somewhat impor- 
tant We make the following extracts from the opening address of the Grand 
Master : — 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Ohio : 

j Brethren : — In presenting for your consideration the customary annual commu- 
nication required of the Chair, I feel that the duty would be but imperfectly dis- 
charged, were the occasion not made available for the expression of our grati- 
tude to the Great Master, who has throughout another year graciously signalized 
our Institution with his blessing. There is good cause to believe that the Order, 
with its every variety of interest, both at home and abroad, has been specially 
remembered by Him, who planned the heavens and the earth ; and you will per- 
mit me here to invoke upon your deliberations the continuance of His approba- 
tion, and to trust that all of your doings will be conducted with such wisdom, 
concord and harmony of feeling, as will permanently secure the various high pri- 
vileges which belong to your organization. 

During the past year, it has not been my lot to discharge many of the active 
duties of my station, and some that were enjoined, I have been obliged to leave 
unperformed. 

Matters of business, requiring strict personal attention, compelled me to be ab- 
sent from the State during several months of that period ; and I exceedingly re- 
gret that considerations of a like character will prevent my attendance upon 
your present meeting. 

#*#•••«• 

Asa fact illustrative of the onward progress of Masonry, and the triumph of 
reason over prejudice and error, I take pleasure in calling your attention to the 
location of two of the dispensated Lodges in Northern Ohio. 

Within two years past, there have been created in this section of the State, 
six new Lodges. To those familiar with the history of the Grand Lodge of 
Ohio, the preseutation of this fact is eloquent of the great change that has taken 
place in public opinion, and would, a short time since, have been considered be- 
yond the reach of probability. All such will recollect how gloomy and forbid- 
ding were the elements in opposition to our Institution in this part of the State — 
how despondent were the hearts of its friends, and how its enemies rejoiced over 
the tokens of victory and success. The tide of an intolerant persecution swept 
over it, carrying away Lodges and Charters, until scarcely a vestige of Masonic 
organization remained, so that the North became to us literally “ a place of dark- 
ness.” Now it is exactly the reverse of this ; there has been poured over it the 
kindred influence of sunshine and showers, and the beautiful light is streaming 
in mellow radiance from many an altar erected and consecrated there to Mason- 
ry. There is just reason to believe that if this portion of Ohio were still further 
explored, and the statistics of the Order explained and made mention of, that 
more trophies yet would be won, and many insulated fields, now rank from dis- 
use, would again wave with the thick and golden harvest. 

• •*•#### 

On the 24th of June last, I attended, by special invitation, the public commem- 
oration of the day at Zanesville, by the Brethren of Lafayette Lodge ; a large 
and veiy respectable body of the Craft were in attendance, and I take pleasure 
in stating the pleasure and gratification I experienced on the occasion — having 
rarely, if ever, witnessed proceedings calculated in all respects to reflect more 
credit on the Institution. 1 considered it proper on this occasion to open a Grand 
Lodge, which was done with the usual formalities. 

Since the last session, I have received an official letter from Brother A. C. Smith, 
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Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Michigan, written under instructions, 
and proposing to furnish such additional testimony as you shall deem necessary, 
to the full recognition of that body, as a legal and constitutional Grand Lodge. 
This letter was undoubtedly induced in consequence of the ambiguous report of 
the committee to whom this matter was specially referred at your last session. 

It is a subject of regret, that the Grand Lodge of Ohio could not have express- 
ed a decided opinion upon a matter involving a constitutional rule of so much 
importance. Such an expression is due to your position, aa a distinctive, integral 
part of the great Masonic Family, and particularly is it due to our Brethren of 
Michigan. If they are a constitutional Grand Lodge, founded and established 
upon the canons of the Order, the Grand Lodge of Ohio has no right to withhold 
the hand of fellowship, but is bound at once to recognize their Masonic organiza- 
tion. If, on the other hand, ou'r Brethren in Michigan have committed an error 
in this most important particular, it is an error which strikes at the very founda- 
tion of the Institution ; and a proper regard for the common weal and common 
safety, requires .that they should be pointedly and affectionately admonished of 
the fact We cannot suppose that they are acting from any other than from con- 
scientious motives; and so long as various opinions are entertained and expressed 
upon subjects which ought to be considered settled by the dicta of established 
rule, so long is danger to be apprehended to the stability and integrity of the 
Order. I feel it my duty to recommend that the letter from the Grand Lodge of 
Michigan have special reference, and that some decided action be had thereon, 
at your present session. 

« « # # • • * # 

I have more than once expressed to you my opinion in regard to the qualifica- 
tions requisite for the incumbent to possess, who occupies the Grand Master’s 
chair. These I have always been disposed to rate very high ; anil hence for 
some years past have desired of you to select for the station, some Brother who 
could bring to the discharge of its various duties more leisure, more energy and 
more influence than it has been my lot to possess. The station is one that will 
confer honor upon any man, no matter how high may be his pretensions to rank 
and respectability in society, — and just in proportion as it elevates in official dig- 
nity, it demands characteristic attainments to meet the responsibility of its re- 
quirements. The influence that goes out from the Grand Master’s Chair, is either 
for good or for its contrary upon the Fraternity. If can never be passive in its 
operation. This high officer is the centre of the Masonic system of his State ; 
and like his great prototype in the natural world, must diffuse around him an at- 
mosphere of light and heat, or there will be dearth and sterility and barrenness 
over every field of his labor. 

• # # ' # # * * # 

During the month of May lastvl had the gratification of attending for two days 
upon the deliberations of the National Convention of Grand Lodges, then in ses- 
sion in the city of Baltimore, and feel pride in saying to you, that I never had the 
honor to associate with a body of men, which ranked in its number more of re- 
spectability of character, intellectual attainments and Masonic experience than 
were assembled at the convention. It was organized by the appointment of the 
R. W. Brother John Dove,’ of Virginia, as president, and the R. W. and Rev. 
Brother Albert Case, of South Carolina, as secretary, and the Rev. Brother W. 
E. Wyatt, D. D., of Maryland, as Chaplain. Delegates were in attendance from 
sixteen of the Grand Lodges of the United States. You are all a ware, that the 
principal object sought to be obtained through the instrumentality of this Conven- 
tion, was to perfect a uniform system of work in the first three degrees of Masonry. 

I am happy to inform you that this great desideratum has been accomplished with 
singular unanimity and concord of feeling. The convention at Baltimore fully 
appreciated the heavy responsibilities under which they were acting : they brought 
to the discharge of the great duty they had to perform, a spirit of concession, of 
forbearance and of wisdom ; and the result of their labors has been the compila- 
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tion of a beautiful and harmonious system, worthy of the faultless symmetry of 
the Temple, whose mysteries it unravels and elucidates. There can be no doubt, 
but that the work agreed upon by the Baltimore Convention will ultimately be 
adopted by every Grand Lodge in the United States. 

It may be matter of interest for you to know that the venerable Brother who 
represented you in that Convention, was an active and efficient member of its 
most important Committee, to wit : “ On the Work and Lectures in conferring 
Degrees,” and was one of five members of the Convention who became perfectly 
familiar with the “ Work and Lectures,” as the agreed channel of communication 
to others. I take it for granted that you will give to this system the direct sanc- 
tion of your approval, and thereby establish and enjoin its use upon the Lodges 
of Ohio ; and to the end that all may become intimately acquainted with it, per- 
mit me to suggest that the present favorable opportunity be availed of, and that 
the Representative in the R. W. Brother John Barney be directed to make a spe- 
cial visitation to each Lodge in Ohio, and communicate the Work and Lectures 
adopted by the Committee at Baltimore. This should be done at once, and ade- 
quate measures devised to carry it into full effect* Your Representative at Bal- 
timore, will doubtless make you acquainted with the doings of the Convention 
generally. 

# # # # # • # # 

I notice that some of the Grand Lodges abroad, and in the United States, have 
protested against a practice which has lately sprung up in Germany, of interdict- 
ing the admission of Jewish Brethren into the Lodge* rooms. To any one con- 
versant with our Masonic Constitutions, so broad and catholic in all matters of 
religious tolerance, it will appear strange that such an interdict should have ever 
been seriously thought of, let alone practised upon. • Especially does it seem most 
strange and unnatural, that the lineal descendants of our “ Ancient Brethren” 
who projected the comprehensive system of Freemasonry, should be deprived 
of those inestimable privileges, which their Fathers planned for every “ good 
man and true,” upon the face of the broad earth. I do not suppose that a ques- 
tion like this has ever been agitated in any Lodge of the United States ; and I 
trust that the day is very far distant, when such a partizan interpretation of Ma- 
sonic qualifications will obtain among our Fraternity. 

I do not know that you will consider this subject of sufficient proximity of in- 
terest to engage your specific attention ; but as it deeply involves a matter of 
Constitutional right, and is in my judgment subversive of a fundamental princi- 
ple of Freemasonry, I have deemed it proper to make you acquainted with the 
fact, so that in case you shall deem it advisable, you can, as a sovereign Grand 
Lodge, put upon perpetual record, your solemn disapprobation of proceedings so 
utterly in opposition to the catholic Spirit of our Order. 

I feel that I cannot bring this last official communication to a close, without 
violation to my own feelings, unless I am permitted to advert to the intimate re- 
lationship which has so long subsisted between us, and the peculiar circumstan- 
ces which force the severance of a tie of Brotherhood, inexpressibly dear to me. 
For more than seven years it has been my great privilege to preside over the 
Grand Lodge of Ohio, and thereby to exercise the functions of Masonic Govern- 
ment over the Fraternity of the State. It is surely unnecessary for me to say to 
you, how highly I have appreciated the honor of the station, and of the contin- 
uous confidence you have reposed in me. The recollection of it will always be 
to me a source of unmixed gratification, which neither absence nor time will have 
power to impair; and will under all circumstances be regarded as the most dis- 
tinguished honor of my life. While I cannot censure myself for any wilful ne- 
glect of duty during iny long ministration of office, I have much cause to regret 
that it has not been more available to you for good. Within the last two years 
particularly, the cares incident to a perplexed personal business, left me but little 
leisure to devote to its active duties. 

At the last session of the Grand Lodge, I had looked as a matter of course to 
retire from the station ; and had hoped that my wishes so frequently expressed, 
20 
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would have met at that time, your concurrent approbation. You, however, were 
pleased to determine different, and I felt bound under the circumstances to ac- 
quiesce in your decision, although at the time I considered it quite probable that 
before your next annual meeting my business residence would be fixed in anoth- 
er State : subsequent events have fully justified this apprehension. My first 
practical acquaintance with Masonry was learned in Ohio ; and some of the most 
cherished friendships I have formed on earth, have been made in your Lodge 
rooms. From these dear friends, I part with emotions of the deepest regTet; and 
I am free to say that 1 never anticipate to realize from other associations and 
other ties, the same amount of social happiness and comfort I had hoped that I 
could have so arranged my business engagements, as to have been with you at 
your present meeting, once more to have presided over your deliberations, and in 
person to have expressed to you my warm feelings of Fraternity and gratitude. 
This great pleasure has however been denied to me, and perhaps it is, after all, 
better that 1 should thus express to you feelings which I might not be adequate 
to do, were I to attempt it in person. There are many of you whom I cannot 
reasonably expect to meet again on earth ; but, dear Brethren, little will have 
been gained in the experience of Freemasonry,. did we not look for the fruition of 
our labors in the enjoyment of the better, loftier and more enduring myteries of 
the Heavenly Lodge, in the presence of the Great Creator and Master of all 
things. I trust that such a happy distinction may be the allotment of you each ; 
and with solemn reliance upon His goodness who has hitherto smiled upon your 
Fraternal organization, I commend unto the gracious keeping of the God of your 
Fathers, your own best interests and those of our beloved Institution, in its every 
branch at home and abroad, in all time to come. That He may prosper and 
abundantly bless you in all your relations of life, family, social and Masonic, is 
the fervent prayer of him who herewith begs to tender to you each an affection- 
ate Farewell. William J. Reese, 

Philadelphia, Oct. 14 , 1843 . Grand Matter. 

UNIFORM WORK. 

The following preamble and resolution were adopted : 

Whereas, at the last Communication of the Grand Lodge, a Resolution was 
adopted to the following effect, that this Grand Lodge do approve of the contem- 
plated Convention of the Grand Lodges of the United States, proposed to be hol- 
den at Baltimore, Maryland, and that Brother John Barney, Grand Lecturer, at- 
tend as a delegate from this Grand Lodge to said Convention ; and whereas, 
such Convention duly assembled, and after mature deliberation, unanimously 
agreed upon a uniform mode of work to be pursued in the Degrees of Entered 
Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, and Master Mason ; therefore 

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge do approve of the proceedings of said Con- 
vention in that behalf, and order that the mode of work so adopted, be obligatory 
upon all Lodges subordinate to this Grand Lodge, and that the Grand Lecturer 
act in accordance with this resolution in imparting Lectures. 

GRAND LODGE OF MICHIGAN. 

The following report on this subject was adopted. We give it without com- 
ment, further than to remark, that the document is a very singular one, as was the 
former report in relation to the same matter. We presume the Grand Lodge of 
New York will answer for its own measures : 

The Select Committee to whom was referred so much of the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master’s communication as relates to the proceedings of the Grand Lodge 
of Michigan, herewith Report : 

That they have carefully examined all the papers, and communications, in re- 
lation to the subject now in possession of this Grand Lodge, and inclusive of the 
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document of date the 8th of July last , and have had no difficulty in arri ving at 
one and the same conclusion, to wit : That the Grand Lodge of Michigan, as'St'r 
present constituted and organized, is & lawful Masonic Body, and justly entitled J 
to respect and recognition by this and all other Grand Lodges, as well as by all j 
of the Fraternity, as the “ Grand Lodge of Michigan.” < — — ^ * 

The Committee have deemed it unnecessary to encumber your minutes with a 
detail of the facts connected with the resuscitation of that Masonic Body, as, with 
the exception of the last official communication received through our late Grand 
Master, they are embodied in the report of a Select Committee, made at our last 
Grand Communication. 

That report furnishes a correct synopsis of the facts, and your Committee de- 
sire the members of this Grand Lodge to refer to it as part of this report, and for 
the better and more satisfactory understanding of the case. The reason' that this 
Grand Lodge did not at their last session recognize the lawful existence of that 
body, may be found in that part of the Committee’s report which implied a doubt 
whether the “ subordinate Lodges still retained their organization and had not 
crumbled to pieces by lapse of time.” By the late official information that doubt 
must cease to exist We are assured that they constantly retained their organi- 
zation, to the extent as your committee believe necessary, under the circumstan- 
ces, for resuscitation and work. “They had their Charters, By-Laws, Records 
and a sufficient number of Officers and Brethren in each case to assemble and 
open a Lodge at a moment’s notice, and some of them actually did so by permis- 
sion of the Old Junior Grand Warden, who remained in the State.” 

Their condition it is true, was a peculiar one. They had at the instance of 
their Grand Lodge, suspended work for the “ time being” — a phrase appropriately 
applicable at that period. They were to leave work for the present, but to hold 
themselves in readiness as soon as the proper time arrived, to resume labor. In 
this, and throughout, they conformed to a regulation of their Grand Lodge. 

At length — and after a full and free interchange of opinion, by the remaining 
Officers of the Grand Lodge, and of the subordinate Lodges, and members of the 
Masonic Fraternity in general — the auspicious and long looked for moment had 
arrived, in which they might in peace and cdnfidence resume their Masonic la- 
bors. The Junior Grand Warden, succeeding, according to Masonic usage, to 
the powers ex officio df the Grand Master — required the Old Lodges to resume 
their labors ; they did sa By virtue of the powers in him vested, as the repre- 
sentative of the Grand Lodge, he, on application, issued a Dispensation for a new 
Lodge at Mt Clemens. The day appointed by the Constitution of their Grand 
Lodge for the assemblying of that body arrived, and under that sacred instru- 
ment, and at the time and place appointed therein, the representatives of the sub- 
ordinate Lodges assembled, chose their officers and transacted the business of 
the Grand Lodge ; and from that time hitherto have continued in full life and 
jvi gor a g Gran^and subordinate Masonic Bodies of Michigan. 

four Coiroriittee have noticed with regret, that our sister Grand Lodge 
York has granted a dispensation to applicants within the bounds and , 
tion of the Grand Lodge of Michigan, to hold a subordinate Lodge of 
Maa gns therein. p This course, if persisted in, must inevitably lead to 
ITshment, in time to come, of two, and adverse Grand Lodges in the same State, 
to the serious and lasting injury of the whole Masonic Body. As each Grand 
Lodge in the several States is supreme within its own borders, and answerable to 
itself for any abuse of its powers, the only remedy in cases of this kind is by an 
appeal to the better feelings and judgment of the Officers and Brethren compo- 
sing such Grand Lodge, and, with great respect for their high standing and up- 
right intentions, to beseech them to assume no act of even doubtful power. Ac- 
tuated by the kindest feelings towards each of the aforesaid Grand Lodges, your 
Committee express the earnest desire that fraternal intercourse and harmony may 
be restored between them. And to the Grand Lodgq of Michigan, and the sub- 
ordinate Lodge or Lodges working under authority of a foreign Grand Lodge, 
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we would as mediator, respectfully suggest, that such subordinate Lodge, ap t 
for and receive a Charter from the Grand Lodge of Michigan, the fees for which 
to be remitted, and that it be duly installed and healed, if necessary, by the 
Grand Master or his Deputy. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

W. B. Hubbard,'! 

JciSSZS, 

M. M. Laughlin, J 

EXCLUSION or JEWS . 

We make the following extract on this subject, from the report of tfie Commit- 
tee on foreign correspondence : 

The only remaining subject for the action of your Committee under the rule 
they have prescribed for themselves in making this ad interim report, is one of 
deep and abiding interest, — one in which are enlisted all the nobler feelings and 
kindly sympathies of our nature, as men, and as Masons, — one on which we shall 
fail adequately to express our feelings, yet to which we cannot forbear from allud- 
ing. We refer to the course of certain Masonic Lodges of the German States 
in relation to the Jews. A number of Lodges in those States have excluded them 
from all the privileges accorded to the professors of other religions, both as 
candidates for initiation into the mysteries of the Ancient Order, and as visiting 
Brethren, after they have been regularly and legally made Masons in other Lodges, 
or other countries. At the head of these opposing Lodges are those of the three 
Grand Lodges of Berlin and their subordinate Lodges. A full and deeply interest- 
ing account of these difficulties will be found in the able and valuable Report of the 
Committee on Foreign Communications, made to the Grand Lodge of the State of 
New York in the month of June, in the present year. To that document we re- 
fer the Masons of Ohio for the particulars of this controversy, and for much more 
valuable information. - — 

Your Committee cannot refrain from expressing their deep mortification, that\ 
our opinion, unmasonic a position should have been assume d T bv an y * 
f our holy, generous and liberal Order. Your Committee had always 
1 that Masonry in its wisdom and purity, its beauty and strength, was ele- 
vated far above the petty strifes of sectarianism, and beyond the reach of vulgar 
and malignant prejudice — that the foundations of its glorious Temple rested upon 
the eternal rock of Truth — that it ascended to the heights of the starry Heavens, 
where reigns the one, universal, and all seeing and omniscent God. We had 
thought that Masonry extended to every clime, and embraced within its ample 
bounds, men of every nation, sect, name and denomination, who acknowledged, 
and, with holy reverence, bowed, to that Almighty Being to whom the Temple of 
Masonry was* first, and ever has been dedicated. 

We had thought that to be faithful, just and true — to be upright, honorable 
and sincere, were the requisites of Masonry. We had thought that the want of 
these qualities, with others particularly known to Masons, were the defects which 
excluded men from partaking in our mystic rites. But it seems that in some 
parts of the world, it is at this late day discovered that to be descended from the 
chosen people of God, to claim affinity to the founders of our holy Order, to claim 
origin from the subjects of King Solomon, is a defect and a crime sufficient to 
exclude them from the honors and the privileges of the Institution erected and 
handed down to us by their ancestors. If such doctrines and such practices are 
to find favor among us, we had better at once cut down the Evergreen Tree of 
Masonry, and plant the Cassia over the ruins of our fallen edifice. 

Masonry, at least, should not join in the unholy persecution of that scattered 
and fallen, and yet protected race. If driven by the unrighteous hatred, and un- 
just prejudices of a hostile world from every other asylum, the children of Israel 
should still find a refuge in the Temple of Masonry, erected and established by 
their fathers, and dedicated by them to their God and our God. Let the voice of 
Ohio be loud and emphatic in condemnation of the course pursued by the Ger- 
man Lodges towards our Israelitish Brethren ; and while we thus condemn* let 
us hope they will pereeive their error, and retrace their steps. 
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RIGHTS OF JURISDICTION. 

The matter referred to in the following report will, we doubt not, be promptly 
attended to by the Grand Lodge of New York. 

The Select Committee to whom was referred so much of the Right Worshipful 
Deputy Grand Master’s communication as refers to the evils consequent upon 
Candidates leaving the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge, to obtain the degrees in 
Masonry elsewhere, are ready to report. 

That, it appears by an official communication from Lafayette Lodge, No. 81, 
Cincinnati, that in September last, a Mr. Marcus Fitchheimer presented a peti- 
tion to that Lodge for Initiation, which was received and disposed of in the usual 
manner. That in the interim , before their next regular meeting, in the next 
month, (this October,) the applicant made a visit to New York city, and there be- 
came a Master Mason, and as such, on his return, claimed admission into the 
very Lodge who yet held under consideration, and who were then in fact ballot- 
ting upon his application for the privileges of Masonry. This Lodge, for the pre- 
sent refused his admission “ upon the ground, that in accordance with strict Ma- 
sonic usage he did not obtain the degrees lawfully .” Your Committee are advi- 
sed that the Lodge in New York city, thus improvidently and unjustifiably acting 
in the premises, is known as Mount Moriah Lodge, No. — , working under the au- 
thority of the Grand Lodge of New York. 

Nor is the foregoinga solitary instance of like misconduct of Lodges in that 
city. Your Committee will forbear citing more than one instance more. Dur- 
ing this fall, another individual, a resident of Cincinnati, has taken the incipient 
steps, to become a member ; although he was not rejected by vote, yet his appli- 
cation was not pressed upon the Lodge after it was well ascertained that he 
would be rejected. He was so advised. This man, shortly after being called to 
New York city, was there made a Mason “ at sight” as it were, and returned to 
Cincinnati, claiming all the privileges of a Brother ! And in one, if not both the 
instances alluded to, the certificate of the Grand Lodge of New York was produ- 
ced as a passport to the recognition and confidence of Masons. 

It is not necessary at this late day, when the science of Masonic jurisdiction, 
and Masonic government is so universally known, for your Committee to go into 
reasonings to demonstrate the gross abuse on the part of these New York Lodges, 
of the rights of the Grand Lodge of this State ; to exemplify their palpable depart- 
ure from the Masonic usage that has hitherto obtained, in all well regulated Ma- 
sonic bodies and Masonic minds ; nor to exhibit the evil consequences that must 
inevitably result to our Order, if such, a reprehensible practice is persisted in, or, 
indeed, if a speedy, prompt, and efficient remedy is not applied by the energetic 
action of the Grand Lodge of New York. 

Your Committee, however, yet entertain such high respect for that body, as to 
rest in the confident belief that she will at once apply a suitable remedy to pre- 
vent in all time to come, the recurrence of the evils complained of, and therefore 
forbear, at this time, to recommend measures for the action of this Grand Lodge, 
whereby to fully protect herself and Brethren in the legitimate exercise of her 
lawful rights and privileges, within her own jurisdiction. 

Your Committee would recommend to her subordinate Lodges not to recog- 
nize, as Masons, those who have wilfully and knowingly gone out of the jurisdic- 
tion of this Grand Lodge, for the purpose of obtaining the Degrees in Masonry 
in a foreign jurisdiction. ' And that, in all other cases, where the person who has 
been admitted to the privileges of the Order in a foreign jurisdiction, without 
knowing that in so doing, he, with such foreign Lodge, was violating the usages 
of Masonry , he be, if otherwise worthy, recognized as a Brother, all of which is 
respectfully submitted. 

W.‘ B. Hubbard,' 

M. Z. Kreider, 

T. B. Drinker, 

Saml. Reed, 

John Barnet, j 
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93“ 24th June.— We understand that Star- 
in-the-East Lodge at New Bedford, contem- 
plate celebrating the approaching anniversary 
of the nativity of John the Baptist, by a pub* 
lie procession, oration, dinner, &c., and that 
invitations will be extended to the Lodges 
and Brethren generally to participate in the 
festivities of the day. As New Bedford 
does whatever she undertakes, we anticipate 
a joyous occasion. There is one suggestion 
we respectfully offer for the consideration of 
our Brethren there. The Grand Lodge of 
Rhode Island holds its annual meeting on 
the 24ih. This will prevent the attendance 
of many Brethren from that State who might 
probably desire to be present. Besides, the 
24th falls on a Monday, and this will be a 
hindrance to the attendance of distant Breth- 
ren who would not, or could not, travel on 
the Sabbath. Would it not, therefore, under 
the circumstances, be best to hold the celebra- 
tion on the 25th 7 

To Agents. — Many of our agents are Very 
backward in settling their accounts} in con- 
sequence of which we are frequently sub- 
jected to inconveniences, which might, ‘ bj 
a reasonable degree of promptitude on their 
part, be avoided. They will greatly oblige 
us by giving the matter their earliest atten- 
tion. Complete sets of the present volume 
will be furnished to new subscribers. 

Br. John Scott is an authorized agent for 
Danville, Mo. 

Br. Win. Hubbell, of Eaton, Ohio, is au- 
th prized and requested to take the agency of 
the Magazine (or that place. 

Has not our agent at Memphis committed 
an error in ordering the Magazine for Br. 
Maples to be sent to that place ? We infer 
so from a remark in his letter of 2 1st Jan- 
uary. . It has, however, been sent to Mem- 
phis ; if wrongfully, he will please give it 
the proper direction and notify us. 

Our agent at Natchez is informed that the 
Magazine was sent to Br. Ray, at Natchez, 
until the Post Master notified us that it was 
not taken from the office. We cannot fur- 
nish 1st vol. hut send back Nos. of 3d vol. 
If this arrangement does not answer, he will 
please inform us in his next letter. 

Br. G. McDonald of Macon, and Br. Wm. 
Cline, of Griffin, Geo., are authorzed agents 
for the Magazine. 

(jCf- We will receive and forward to Eng- 
land, subscriptions for Dr. Oliver’s new 
work, on the guaranty of responsible refer- 
ences in this city. 


|3r Masonic Almanac, and Biogsaph- 
ical Souvenir op 7000 Poles.— We have 
received a private letter from Count de Ta- 
bay Krosnowski, under date of Paris, Dec. 
12, 1843, desiring us to give notice to the 
Brethren in the United States, that he is now 
preparing a 2d edition of the above work, 
(of which he is the author,) and that any 
orders for it left with the editor of this Mag- 
azine will receive prompt attention. The 
Count writes, that he has sent ns a prospec- 
tus, in which the character of the work is 
fully defined, but it has not yet come to hand. 
The price to subscribers is as follows on 
fine paper 4 francs— on common paper 2 
francs,— to which are to be added duties and 
charges— making the whole cost about ti 12 
or 4 1 25 a copy, for the fine edition, and per- 
haps 75 cents for the common. It is, of 
course, in the French language. Orders 
will be received by the editor of this Maga- 
zine. 

90“ The Trestle-Board, neatly bound in 
printed covers, will be forwarded by mail, 
free of postage, to any part of the United 
States, for one dollar a copy. Brethren or- 
dering the work must, however, either pay 
the postage on their own letters, or get the 
Post Master to make the remittance for 
them. This he will probably do if request- 
ed. Bound copies will be sent, safely pack- 
ed in boxes, as may be directed, at eight dol- 
lars a dozen* 

9CP We have received a copy of the min- 
utes of the proceedings of the Grand Chap- 
ter of Alabama, but they contain nothing of 
interest, except the report given in our last, 
in relation to the assumption of the Grand 
Chapter of Virginia, touching the degrees of 
Royal and Select Masters. We have also 
a copy of the doings of the Grand Council. 
Both bodies seem to be in prosperous circum- 
stances. 

j^We are under obligations to onr intel- 
ligent correspondent at Lynchburg, Va. t tor 
his excellent letter. We may hereafter have 
occasion to make use of it. What he says 
of the importance of the Lodges looking to 
their own interests, and not relying upon the 
dictation of others, is just and proper. 

No 3, of “ Drafts from the Trestle- 
Board,” has been received, and will appear 
in our next. 


THE 
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THE EARLY HISTORY OF MASONRY IN AMER- 
ICA* 

We took occasion some months since to speak of the origin of Free- 
masonry in America, and to lay before the readers of the Magazine such 
evidence of its probable introduction Into this country, prior to its discov- 
ery by Columbus, as our archaeological researches had rendered availa- 
ble.* In continuation of the subject, we propose, in ihe present paper, 
briefly to trace its history after the settlement of the country by Euro- 
peans, to the period of its organization , and the opening of the first Grand 
Lodge in Massachusetts. 

Previous to the year 1717, there were no chartered Lodges in Ameri- 
ca. We have, therefore, no available records of Masonic proceedings in 
the Provinces, until subsequent to that date. Hence the history of our In- 
stitution, from the landing of the Pilgrims on the Rock of Plymouth, in 
1C20, to the organization of SL John’s Grand Lodge, at Boston, in 1733, 
Is tittle more than a blank. Antecedent to that event, the Brethren usual- 
ly met in small parties at each other’s lodgings. When the requisite 
number were assembled, they were authorized, by the ancient Constitu- 
tions and usages of the Craft, to transact nil business that regular Lodges 
are now empowered to do by their Charters. Lodges were also attached 
to the British armies, stationed in the Provinces, both before and after that 
period. They w r ere called travelling Lodges. They are, at present, com- 
mon to the armies of Europe, and are productive of wholesome effects. 
Their tendency is to strengthen the bonds of friendship and to diffuse 
among the officers and privates a spirit of charity, fraternal kindness, and 
subordination. This is beautifully illustrated by an event which occurred 
during the revolutionary war. After having routed a detachment of the 
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British army, the Constitution and regalia of a Lodge fell into the hands 
of the American General Parsons.* Actuated by the genuine princi- 
ples of Masonry, he immediately returned them to the British commander, 
with a note in the following words : 

“ When the ambition of monarchs, or the jarring interests of States, 
call forth their subjects to war, we, as Masons, are disarmed of that re- 
sentment which stimulates to indiscriminate desolation ; and, however our 
political sentiments may impel us in the public dispute, we are still Breth- 
ren ; and, our professional duties apart , ought to promote the happi- 
ness and advance the welfare of each other. Accept, therefore, at the 
hands of a Brother, the Constitution of the Lodge * Unity, No. 18,’ held 
in the 17th British regiment, which your late misfortunes have put it in 
my power to restore to you.” 

There were Lodges, likewise, in the American army.t In the cam- 
paign of 1779, the Commander in Chief sent forces under General Sul- 
livan, of New Hampshire, (a worthy Mason,) into what was then 
called the Susquehanna country, to stop Indian ravages. The different 
detachments of those forces formed a junction at Tioga Point. While 
there, Colonel Proctor, of the Artillery, obtained from the Grand Lodge 
of Pennsylvania, a warrant to hold in the camp a movable Lodge of Free- 
masons. During the campaign, this Lodge was opened almost every 
evening in the encampment. At Tioga, two tents were united for its 
accommodation. On clearing away the rubbish and leaves from the spot 
where these tents were to be pitched, which had, apparently, been gath- 
ering there for centuries, the workmen found an old iron square, very 
much decayed, but still strong enough for the use of the Lodge ; and it 
was so appropriated during the remainder of the expedition. What is 
particularly remarkable in this circumstance is, that the country tyas a 


*We Rive this anecdote on the authority of the very intelligent and accurate Brother, 
James Milnor, Esq. Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. A similar 
anecdote is told of Gen. Washington, on the authority of the records of Lodge No. 227, at- 
tached to the 46th British regiment. Vide Mag. Vol. I, p. 15. 

tin 1779, a Ch«rter was grauted by the Massachusetts Grand Lodge to Gen. John Pat- 
terson, Col. Benj. Tuppeb, and Maj. William Hull, to hold a travelling Lodge in the 
American army, called “Washington Lodge.” 

On the 13th May, 1756, the M. W. Grand Master, Jeremv Gridley, Esq. commissioned 
his Brother, the K. W. Richard Gridley, Esq. “ To congregate all Free and Accepted 
Masons in the present expedition against Crown Point, and form them into one or more 
Lodges, as he shall think fit, and to appoint Wardens and other officers to a Lodge apper- 
taining.” In 1762, a Dispensation was granted to Col. Joseph iNosasoL to hold a Lodge at 
Crown Point. 

On the 13th Nov. 1738, a Dispensation was granted by St. John’s Grand Lodge to the R. 
W. Edward Huntingfobd, to hold a Lodge in His Majesty’s 28th regiment, stationed at 
Louisburg. And on the 13th April following, the R. W. Abraham Savage was authorized 
u to congregate all Free and Accepted Masons in the expedition intended against Canada, 
at Lake George, or elsewhere, into one or more Lodges, as be shall think fit, and appoint 
proper officers, &c. 
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perfect wilderness. It was not known that the foot of the white man had 
ever previously ventured so far into the home of the savage.* 

We will venture to cite one other anecdote as indicative of the charac- 
ter of thesfe movable Lodges. It is, we believe, a well authenticated fact, 
that the presiding officer of the Lodge which held its meetings in that di- 
vision of the army which was under the immediate command of General 
Washington, was a common soldier ; and that the “ Father of his Coun- 
try” influenced by the heaven-breathing principles of Freemasonry, cheer- 
fully submitted to serve under him in the capacity of a private member ! 
To the ingenuous mind this simple fact speaks more than volumes could 
speak for our Institution. No man can doubt the patriotism and republi- 
canism of Washington. To his moral character we are not less indebt- 
ed for the establishment of this magnificent Republic, than to the more 
brilliant achievements of his victorious sword. That man — that Great 
Mason — whom all other great men approach proximo longo intervallo , — 
at a great distance, — sat as an humble Brother, in a Military Lodge, with 
an obscure Sergeant for his Worshipful Master, when he was as much 
the Dictator of this country as Caesar was of Rome ! 

Such was the condition of Masonry in America prior to the year 
1717, at which time the Grand Lodge of England issued the following 
regulation: 

“ That the privilege of assembling as Masons, which has been hithero 
unlimited , shall be vested in certain Lodges or assemblies of Masons, coh- 
vened in certain places : and that every Lodge to be hereafter convened, 
except the four old Lodges at this time existing, shall be legally authoriz- 
ed to act by a Warrant from the Grand Master for the time being, grant- 
ed to certain individuals by petition, with the consent and approbation of 
the Grand Lodge in communication ; and without such Warrant no Lodge 
shall be hereafter deemed regular or constitutional.” 

The adoption of this regulation wrought an entire revolution in the pol- 
ity of the Fraternity. Lodges, organized for the time being, were no 
longer permitted. Dispensations and Charters were, therefore, issued by 
the Grand Lodge at London, for the holding of Lodges in all parts of the 
world. The first, for this country, was received about the year 1720. It* 


♦The following anecdote illustrates the importance of a knowledge of Freemasonry, in 
the most distressing and eventful scenes in military life : — 

At the battle of the Cedars, thirty miles above Montreal, on the St. Lawrence, Captain 
McKinstbv, of Col. Patterson’s regiment of Continental troops, was twice wouuded and 
taken prisoner by the Indians. His intrepidity as a parlizan officer, had excited the fears 
and unforgiving resentment of the savages. 1 hey determined to put him to death. Alrea- 
dy had the victim been bound to the tree, and surrounded by the fagots intended for his im- 
molation. Hope had fled ; and in the agony of despair he had uttered that mystical ap- 

d which the Brotherhood of Masons never disregard $ when, as it heaven had interposed 
us preservation, the warrior Brandt understood, and saved him. This ludian warrior 
had been educated in Europe, and had there been initiated into the mysteries of Freema- 
sonry. Feeling the force of his obligations, he immediately preserved a Brother’s life, and 
ultimately obtained his ransom. Capt. McKinstst died in June, 1822. 
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was a Dispensation authorizing the opening of a Lodge in this city. We 
have the fact from a clergyman of the Church of England/ who found 
it stated in an old document in the archives of King’s Chapel (Boston). 
The Lodge was regularly organized, but was soon after discontinued. 

No other chartered Lodge was held in America, until the year 1733, 
when, upon the application of a number of Brethren residing in Boston, a 
Warrant was granted by Lord Viscount Montagu, Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of England, dated the 30th of April, 1733, appointing the 
R. W. Henry Price, Grand Master in North America, with full power 
to appoint his Deputy, and the other officers necessary for forming a 
Grand Lodge ; and also to constitute Lodges of Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons as often as occasion should require. In consequence of this Com- 
mission, the Grand Master opened a Grand Lodge at the 44 Bunch of 
Grapes Tavern,” in King (now State) street, in Boston, on the 30th of 
July, 1733, in due form ; and appointed the R. W. Andrew Belcher, 
Deputy Grand Master, and Thomas Kennelly and John Quann, Grand 
Wardens, pro tempore. 

This Grand Lodge was organized under the designation of 44 St. John’s 
Grand Lodge,” and, for the reason that it derived its authority from the 
Grand Lodge at London, it was sometimes called the 44 Grand Lodge o f 
Modem Masons .” It was the first Grand Lodge formed in America. 

The first Charter which issued from it, was granted on the petition of 
44 several worthy Brethren residing in Boston, praying to be constituted 
into a regular Lodge.” This Lodge was originally styled 44 the First 
Lodge in Boston,” but subsequently, 44 St. John’s Lodge which name it 
still retains. It received its Charter on the 30th July, 1733, — the day on 
which St. John’s Grand Lodge was organized. Henry Hope, Esq. was 
its first Master ; and it wasthe^rsf subordinate Lodge in America, deri- 
ving authority, by warrant of constitution, from a Provincial Grand Lodge. 

On the day of the nativity of St. John the Baptist, in 1734, “ a petition 
was presented from Benjamin Franklin, and several Brethren residing 
in Philadelphia, for a Constitution for holding a Lodge in that city.” The 
M. W. Grand Master, Henry Price, having in the early part of that year, 
received authority from the Grand Lodge of England, 44 to establish Ma- 
sonry in all North America,” the prayer of the petitioners was granted ; 
and the renowned Franklin was appointed Master of the first Lodge in 
Pennsylvania. Yes ! Franklin, whose profound wisdom, practical sa- 
gacity, and enlarged benevolence, could neither adopt nor pursue any 
equivocal or dangerous course of social action, was the pioneer-Master 


♦The late Rev. Mr. Montague, formerly of Dedham. 
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of Masons in Pennsylvania ; and printed, at his own press, the first Ma- 
sonic Book published in this country, it was a small volume of Masonic 
constitutions, history, charges and regulations, and bears date 1734. A 
copy of it is still preserved in the archives of the Grand Lodge of that 
State. 

In this connexion it may not be improper to remark, that at a later pe- 
riod, on the 13th January, 1780, the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania resolv- 
ed, that a Grand Master of Masons throughout the United States ought to 
be chosen ; and unanimously nominated George Washington for that 
station.* 

Circular letters were addressed to the other Grand Lodges in the seve- 
ral States, requesting their assent and co-operation in this measure ; but 
in consequence of the unsettled state of the country, and the difficulty of 
ascertaining the opinions of the Fraternity, the further consideration of 
the project was deferred. Among the records of the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts, for 1781, is the following vote : — M That any determina- 
tion upon the subject cannot, with the 'propriety and justice due to the 
Craft at large, be made by this Grand Lodge, until a general peace shall 
happily take place throughout the continent.” The subject was never re- 
vived. 

St. John’s Grand Lodge continued to grant Charters for the erection of 
Lodges in different parts of the country. From this source originated the 
first Lodgest in Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connec- 
ticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, the Carolinas, New- 
foundland, Nova Scotia, and several of the West India Islands. 

In the meantime, a number of Brethren residing in Boston, who styled 
themselves Ancient Masons, had received from Sholto Charles Dot** 
lass, Lord Aberdour, then Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Scot- 
land, a Dispensation, dated Nov. 30, 1756, constituting them a regular 
Lodge, under the title of “ St. Andrew’s Lodge, No. 82.”$ St. John’s 
Grand Lodge, conceiving that their jurisdiction had been infringed upon 
by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, “ refused any communications or visits 
from such members of St. Andrew’s Lodge as had not formerly sat in 
their Lodges.” The consequence of this refusal was, that St. Andrew’s 
Lodge united with Lodges No. 58, of the Registry of England, andlNo. 
322, of the Registry of Ireland, then attached to the British army, and 
petitioned the Right Hon. George, Earle of Dalhousie, at that time 


♦This was the first movement towards a General Grand Lodge in this country, on record. 
tWdrking under a Provincial Charter. 

tThii Lodge retains its original Charter. Joseph Warren, Paul Revere, and other mas- 
ter spirits of the American revolution, were members of it. The original code of By-law* 
signed by them, is still preserved. 
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Grand Master of Masons in Scotland ; and from him received a commis- 
sion, bearing date the 30th May, 1769, “ appointing Joseph Warren, 
Esq. Grand Master of Masons in Boston, New England, and within one 
hundred miles of the same.” The Grand Master was Installed, and the 
new Grand Lodge organized on the 27th of December following. 

This was the origin of the 44 Massachusetts Grand Lodge,” or, as it 
was then called, the u Grand Lodge of Ancient Masons .” And it is wor- 
thy of remark, as indicating the zeal and Masonic attachment of our la- 
mented Brother, the great martyr, Warren, that from the year 1769 to 
1775, inclusive, the records show that the Grand Master was not once 
absent from the meetings of the Lodge. On the 17th of June, in the last 
named year, he closed his earthly and Masonic career on the blood- 
drenched battle field of Bunker Hill. It is not presumptuous to trust that 
he is received into the everlasting Grand Lodge above. 

The two Grand Lodges, thus formed, continued to grant Charters for 
Lodges in different parts of the country, until the breaking out of the rev- 
olutionary war, when their operations were, for a time, suspended. 
They however afterwards resumed their labors and continued to discharge 
the duties devolving upon them, independent of each other, until the 5th 
of March 1792, when they assembled, in their individual character, for 
the last time. A proposition for a union of the two bodies having been 
previously considered and agreed upon, each nominated a Grand Master, 
Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurer, and Grand Secretary. They then 
appointed fourteen Electors,* (seven each,) who met in Convention, on 
the 19th of June following, and having duly considered the merits and 
claims of the respective lists of candidates, unanimously elected the fol- 
lowing Brethren officers of the 44 Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,” viz. : — M. W. 
John Cutler, G. M. ; R. W. Josiah Bartlett, S. G. W. ; R. W. Mungo 
Mackay, J. G. W. ; Samuel Parkman, G. Tr. ; and Thomas Farrington, 
G. Sec. — All invidious distinctions ceased, and the rival societies united 
their efforts to accomplish the objects of their Institution. 

Such is an accurate, though very brief sketch of the organization of 
Masonry in this country, and of its early history in Massachusetts,—^ 
birth-place of Freemasonry in America. 


♦Paul Revere, Sami. Barrett, Jas. Jackson, Sami. Dnun, Job Prince, Thos. Dennie, Wm. 
Shaw, Tbos. Farrington, John Lowell, Aaron Dexter, Wm. Scollay, Sami. Bradford, Wm. 
Little, and Caleb Swan. 


HISTORY 07 MASONRY IN IOWA. 


167 


HISTORY OF MASONRY IN IOWA. 

Be. Moore : — Dear Sir. While I have long and anxiously sought the pages 
of your truly valuable Magazine for the excellent matter and interesting items of 
Masonic information therein contained, emanating from all the States and the 
Territories of Florida and Wisconsin, I have been some little disappointed, that 
Iowa, the home of my adoption, the^dwelling place of many, very many Masons, 
good and true, and the location of several flourishing Lodges, and one Chapter, — 
promising much for the advancement of the noble principles of our worthy Institu- 
tion,— should be unrepresented in the organ of the Fraternity throughout the 
Union, and consequently unknown to our Brethren beyond our Territorial limits, 
except to the Grand Lodge with which we are in fellowship. But, believing 
this state of things to have had its origin and existence in the fact, that the Fra- 
ternity here have no Grand Lodge of their own, (though we have been fondly 
cherished by onr paternal guardian,) to act as the channel of communication to 
others, and you no attentive correspondent, as you have in every other region 
where the pure principles of Masonry have extended themselves, (and where is the 
place in which they do not exist ?) I have volunteered myself as the latter, now 
that we have the former , and in this number propose to give you a concise sketch 
of the 

INTRODUCTION OP MASONRY INTO IOWA TERRITORY. 

On the 29th day of December, A. L. 1840, the Grand Lodge of Missouri is- 
sued letters of Dispensation to seven Brethren at Burlington, Des Moines county, 
constituting them into a Lodge by the name of Burlington Lodge, which was 
Chartered at the session of the Grand Lodge aforesaid, held in October, 1841, by 
the name of Des Moines Lodge, No. 41. You will perceive they had just the 
constitutional number requisite to form a Lodge, — among whom was the writer of 
this communication, then and now a resident of Bloomington, (but there during 
the session of the Legislature, which then met at that place,) and without whose 
name a Lodge could not at that time have been formed. The first Master was 
Br. H. C. Bennet, formerly of Kentucky, a colonel of the last war, and a devoted 
Mason. They now number some thirty members, and are in a flourishing con- 
dition. 

Iowa Lodge, at Bloomington, (this place,) was constituted by letters of Dis- 
pensation from the Grand Lodge aforesaid, dated February 13th, 1841, and Char- 
tered at the same time as Des Moines Lodge, and numbered 42. This Lodge 
commenced with some fourteen members, and now numbers only about twenty, 
in consequence of the removal of many and the uniting of others to Lodges form- 
ed in the neighboring towns, (three having since the organization of this Lodge 
been constituted within 30 miles of this place.) Br. Ansel Humphreys, former- 
ly of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, and latterly D. D. G. M. of the Grand 
Lodge of Missouri, for Iowa District, was the first Master, and having been in- 
structed by Br. Cross, is the brightest and best informed Mason in the Territory. 

Du Buquk Lodge, at Du Buque, and Iowa-City Lodge, at Iowa-City, were 
constituted by letters of Dispensation from the same Grand Lodge, dated the 10th 
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October, 1842, and were both chartered at the last session of the Grand Lodge, 
held in October, 1843, and numbered 62 and 63. The Master of the former is 
Timothy Fanning, formerly of Ohio, an Irishman by birth ; of the latter is Dr. 
William Reynolds, formerly of Penn. Each of these Lodges number about thir- 
ty members. The Masters of all four are R. A. Masons. 

In May,- 1843, a Lodge was constituted by letters of Dispensation, from the 
Grand Lodge aforesaid, at Davenport, by the name of Clinton Lodge , and their 
Dispensation was continued from the last to the next session of said Grand Lodge. 
Joseph Webb, from Ohio, by birth an Englishman, is the Master thereof, who is 
also a Royal Arch Mason. 

Our Lodges are in good repute with the citizens, st&id fair with the Grand 
Lodge of Missouri, and are patronized by the great and good among us. The 
Ex-Governor of the Territory, and Judge of the second Judicial District and Asso- 
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court, are Past Warden and Secretary of Iowa 
Lodge, No. 42, while we have admitted, and initiated four officiating clergy- 
men, of various evangelical denominations. Other Lodges are equally hon- 
ored. 

In this enumeration I must mention, that the Grand Lodge of Illinois has is- 
sued letters of Dispensation to certain Brethren residing at the town of Mon- 
trose and Keokuk (situated at the head and foot of the Lower Rapids) constitu- 
ting them into Lodges, by the name of u Rising Sun, No. 12,” (for the former is 
chartered) and “ Keokuk Lodge.” Of them I know but little at this time. 

This brings my history to the 2d day of January, 1844, when a Convention was 
held by the^ri four Lodges aforesaid, to organize a Grand Lodge op Iowa, of 
which you shall be informed. 

The proceedings of the Convention, and thq Grand Lodge, together with the 
Constitution and By-Laws, are in the course of publication, and when published 
I will forward you a copy, with a request that you notice the same in the Maga- 
zine, and if there are errors, point them out, and if we deserve any credit show 
us wherein. And for our benefit, as well as a matter of general interest to the 
Craft, I would be pleased that you would publish the names of the Officers of the 
several Grand Lodges, the location of the same, and the residences of the former, 
particularly the Grand Secretaries, that we may know to whom and where to 
transmit our proceedings. 

I have received the “ Masonic Trestle-Board,” through a friend, and care- 
fully perused the same, and am highly pleased therewith. It contains all the 
information requisite to conduct the Work of a Lodge in the Three Degrees of 
Ancient Craft Masonry, fitly arranged and wisely adapted to accomplish the pur- 
pose of its publication, and suitably, I may say admirably, illustrated by the three 
Carpets, presented in a style of arrangement better than any I have heretofore 
seen. It must, and will, be acceptable to the Brethren. I have already disposed 
of six copies, and an order accompanies this for six more for Iowa. 

Yours, Fraternally, t. s. p* 

Bloomington, Iowa , February 4, 1844. 
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* BY A PAST MASTER. 

HOW WAS IT DONE? 

i 

Mysterious, potent Genius of our time-honored Order ! thine is, in- * 
deed, a high, a heavenly mission. To restore order amid discord — to 
curb and make gentle the savage propensities of man — to protect and give 
safety to the defenceless— to raise up the fallen, and place honest misfor- 
tune upon a level with sympathizing prosperity — these are thy employ* 
ments, oh heaven-descended Genius ! Thou broodest over the populous 
city — the thronged thoroughfare — the wide wild ocean and desert wilder- 
ness — like a spell flung down upon the earth by some good angel. On 
the red < field of carnage, and by the dreary hearthstone of the desolate 
and forsaken — in the wild tumults of the lawless, and by the side of the 
wayward and the friendless — art thou ever ! At thy voice the lamenta- 
tions of the miserable are hushed — the. cry of the bereaved and destitute 
suppressed — the tears of the broken-hearted and the fatherless jdriecl up. 
Thou stretchest forth thy wand over the troubled waves of human passion, 
and they are stilled into harmony. Thou liftest up thy peaceful banner 
among the battle-pennons of the nations', and “ the sword and the spear 
and the instruments of death,” arb stayed in the hands of mailed warriors ! 

Ay ! thine is indeed a heavenly mission. 

• * • * * • • * 

The blood-wasting strife of kings had ceased, and the Old World was 
again calm and still, not in the repose of freedom, but the quiet of ex- 
haustion consequent upon the terrible struggle. He, the mighty one of 
France, whose tread over the territories of Europe had been like that of 
an earthquake — tumbling thrones to the dust, and blanching the face of 
Monarchy with fear — borne down at last, by the weight of a regal coali- 
tion which no human genius could resist, and stripped of every vestige 
of his power, was a dweller upon the barren rock of St. Helena. The 
Vive V Empereur ! which, as the batfle-cry of the chivalry of France, 
had as often been the death-knell of dynasties, was changed Se&the 
utterance of a people’s lamentation for a fallen though still idol 12^^ 
chief. The tri-couleur had been struck down — Napoleon was a cap- 
tive and an exile. Thrones, which had been trodden under foot by his 
iron heel, we're once more elevated ; and kings came forth from their 
hiding places to batten again upon the toil and sweat of the people — 
and to forget, in their pride and lust of power, the terrible lesson taught 
them by the ruthless leveller of Corsica. The lion-monarch was in the 
toils of the hunters ; and the meaner tyrants and their petty parasites joy- 
22 
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ed in the freedom they had regained to put burthens upon the backs of 
God’s human creatures, unchecked by fear of that fierce king-maker and 
king-deatroyer, who, in the palmy days of his prosperity and grandeur, 
had sported with their crowns as a child sports with toys. 

Though fallen, he was not forgotten. The love of his people — deep 
and wild as idolatry itself — still clung to him as when his standard floated 
proudly over the empires of the earth, an ensign and a token of the gran- 
deur and glory of France ! 

No matter iq what quarter of the world his lot may be cast, or what 
may have become his allegiance as a citizen in other lands, the French- 
man ever cherishes with an enthusiastic nationality of feeling which chal- 
lenges our highest admiration, the renown of his illustrious countryman 
and the honor of his gallant fatherland. Perhaps no where is this senti- 
ment more strongly felt than among the inhabitants of Louisiana. True 
Americans in feeling and in political faith, there mingles in their devotion 
to the “ Star Spangled Banner” of our Republic, the memory of the time 
when it ^vas first given to the breeze, sustained and upheld by the high- 
hearted valor of Frenchmen. While they revere with patriotic ardor the 
name of* Washington, they kindle with the thought that his friend and 
companion in arms was Lafayette ; and that the war which these wa- 
ged and the victories they jointly achievet}, are hallowed not only by their 
vindication of human liberty, but also as having humbled the pride and 
chastised the insolence of an hereditary foe and rival. The downfall of 
Napoleon, and his subsequent captivity under the guard of a British sol- 
diery, were galling in the extreme to the sensibilities of the French. It is 
no marvel, then, that their descendants on this side of the Atlantic should 
have been stung to madness and desperation by an insult from a British 
subject of the character presently to be described. 

• **»•»• 

The venerable old clock had pealed the hour of high noon in New Or- 
leans, from the gray tower of the cathedral of Saint Louis, on the 17th of 
March, 1817. The sun, as he pursued his career through the heavens, 
unobstructed by a single cloud, .flung down a flood of radiance upon the 
green earth, which seemed to return his genial smile with laughing joy- 
ousness. It was, indeed, a lovely day — so soft and balmy — so redolent 
of the perfume of orange blossoms and the fragrance of blooming flow- 
ers — so peaceful and so calm — so full of the, swee^ and “ skiey influen- 
ces” which render the glad spring-time of the voluptuous South like unto 
a glimpse of Eden-land ! A denizen of the cold and rigorous north, pla- 
ced by a sudden transition in the midst of the scene I am describing, 
would have exclaimed — “ What a paradise is here !” Enchanted with 
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earth, air, and sky, he would have imagined he had reached that fairy 
land the romantic heart yearns for, 

“ Where the virgins are soft as the roses they twine, 

And all, even the spirit of man, is divine.” 

But while nature without wore so serene and heavenly an aspect, the hu- 
man nature within the breasts of the fiery -hearted sons of this sunny clime, 
was in intense agitation. A public indignity had been offered to France, 
and every Creole bosom burned to avenge the insult. A merchant vessel, 
but recently arrived in port, had exhibited at its mast head the tri-couleur 
surmounted by the flag of England — thus tauntingly reminding the French- 
men of the city of the misfortunes of their captive chief, and insolently 
asserting the supremacy of Britain over la belle France . The author of 
this outrage upon the feelings of a whole community, was himself an Eng- 
lishman. For two successive days it had been endured with unexam- 
pled patience by the citizens, while friendly remonstrances were em- 
ployed by the lovers of order to induce the commander of the vessel to 
remove a cause of discontent which threatened to vent itself in popular 
violence. These remonstrances had been in vain. With a dogged inso- 
lence — as foolhardy -as it was unprovoked and unmanly — he persisted in 
keeping the drapeau in the degrading position in which it had been pla- 
ced. 

*.**»•»» 

I do not think the character of the soUthron is generally well under- 
stood. Fiery of spirit and quick in resentment for injury received, he 
certainly is ; but the genuine southron is equally scrupulous not to give 
others occasion for resentment. Fastidious in avoiding encroachment 
upon the feelings of others as he is in repelling any invasion of his own, 
there is in the composition of his character a greater infusion of true amia- 
bility — a more active disposition to oblige and render others happy — than 
is generally to be found among his countrymen who enjoy a far less un- 
enviable reputation for ferocity. Act towards him in every respect 14 upon 
the square and the Creole Louisianais is. one of the most amiable, re- 
fined and engaging of companions and friends. Rudely disregard his 
just rights, and violate the obligations and duties of the gentleman, and 
he is to the full as deadly a foe — a foe whose 

« rgvenge is as the tiger's spring, 

Deadly, and quick, and crushing.” 

But to return from this digression. The Cathedral clock had told the 
hour of high noon, when a concourse of citizens assembled in the Place 
d'Armes — that spot which had witnessed so many stirring events in the 
early history of Louisiana — to deliberate upon what was next to be done. 
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Further remonstrance was out of the question. The intervention of the 
civil authorities was unauthorized ; for the audacious Briton was violating 
no law, State or National, was infracting no regulation of the port, and 
although with others they had, as private individuals, desirous to preserve 
the peace, united their remonstrances with those of others, against the el- 
evation of the. flag, they could not order it to be taken down. It still hung 
drooping beneath the proud banner of England, presenting ,a spectacle 
which every moment a<Jjded to the public ferment. It was a spectacle in- 
tolerable to the chivalric Orleanais , whose forefathers had, even when but 
feeble colonists, on the very spqt where they were now standing, hurled 
defiance to the power of Spain ; and here they had met to deliberate what 
steps were to be taken. Pusillanimous submission to the insult, or a re- 
sort to violence, seemed to be the only alternatives left them. 

One of their number, Capt. L — , rose and addressed the assembly. He 
was a bold intrepid man, and had distinguished himself in the war with 
England, which had then but recently closed, as the daring commander 
of an American privateer. His words were few, but they were fraught 
with burning eloquence, which went home to the bosoms of his hearers. 
Their eyes flashed and their brows w.ere bent with the fierce determina- 
tion which gleamed in the countenance of the speaker, as, pointing to the 
degraded flag, he proposed to drag it down^by force, and if need be, over 
the dead bodies of its dishonorers. 

En avant ! aux armes ! was shouted by fifty voices ; and in a few min- 
utes the B,ue Saint at the foot of which the obnoxious vessel was 

moored, resounded with the tread of armed men, rushing cutlass in hand 
to avenge the indignity offered to their fatherland. Arrived at the water’s 
edge they paused for a moment, but at the animating cry of their heroic 
leader : 

A Id bordage ! d has les Anglais ! they leaped like so many tigers 
darting upon their prey, upon the deck of the ship. The onslaught was 
quick, terrible, and resistless as the hurricane of the tropics- The deck 
was swept of its defenders in an instant. One of them was killed out- 
right, and several , severely wounded before they co^ld make their 
escape below. The Captain’s hat was thickly perforated with pistol balls 
as he descended the companion way. His agility in getting out of the 
fray equalling his foolhardiness in provoking it, alone saved his life. Mas- 
ters of the ship, the assailants accomplished their object by hauling down 
the glorious tri-couleur amidst the approving huzzas of the spectators on 
shore. Intoxicated by their fury, somq of the victors proposed to haul 
the vessel out into the stream and set her adrift enveloped in flames ; but 
at the earnest entreaties of Capt. L — , the proposition was abandoned. 
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The scene is changed. The storm-cloud of human wrath has spent 
its fury, and the spot which witnessed its explosion is left to the dying and 
the dead. The armed men who had wreaked such terrible vengeance, 
are gathered in a group around their leader upon the le t>£e, while on 
all sides are assembled their fellow-citizens, applauding the bloody deed, — 
all lawless as it was, as it must be expressed. The rioters were; in pop- 
ular regard, the champions of the people, and the vindicators of. the honor 
of France ; and a bold man must he be who shall dare question or arraign 
their act of righteous retribution. 

Yet there is one in that excited multitude who has the high moral cour- 
age to do his duty even amid armed rioters. He is a civil magistrate, 
and he cannot, if he would, shrink from doing what in him lies to uphold 
that aegis of the American citizen — the supremacy of the law. Blood 
has been spilled — life taken away from a human being — andnhere, before 
him, in the face of day, stand the slayers. Shall he, the sworn minister 
of the law, stand by and see it thus trampled upon, without one effort to 
vindicate its majesty ? No-— to his honor be it said — and he did not. With 
firm step and steady mien he advances into the throng, and laying his 
hand upon Capt. L — , arrests him in the name of the State, as the ring- 
leader OF THE RIOTERS ! 

Bold man ! — art mad, thus to beard the enraged tiger? — thou art in the 
extreme of peril ! — Recoiling from the grasp of the law’s minister, quick as 
lightning — Capt. L — ’s pistol is snatched from its belt, and pointed by a 
hand whose nerves had been firm as steel in many a wild scene of battle 
carnage, the huge muzzle almost touching the heart of the magistrate, 
while fifty cutlasses were raised on high to cleave to the earth the auda- 
cious intruder. Bold magistrate ! thy possee, an thou had’st one at thy 
beck, were powerless here. One twitch of the muscle of his hand whose 
eye is now meeting the steadfast gaze of thy own — one movement of me- 
nace, one word of threat—and instantly thou art like him who lies stiffen- 
ing in death on yonder slaughter-stained ship. Mort d lui ! is shouted 
from the enraged multitude. Thou art in the wild lion’s jaws, brave mag- 
istrate — commend thy soul to God ! * * * * * * 

* * * * Suddenly the murderous weapon drops 

to the ground, and the hand which grasped it is clasped in friendly em- 
brace with that of the heroic supporter of “ legal authority.” 

w Lead me where you will, my Brother ; I will not prove disloyal to 
my country.” Then turning to* his associates he exclaimed — El faut 
nous soumettre d la loi ! and, passive as a child, he suffered the magis- 
trate to take him in custody and lead him from the crowd. 
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“How was it done ?” Whence was this ray sterous agency, whose 
support of the supremcy of the law over the brute force of a mob , came st> 
opportunely ? Had it its source in the fear of man ? Ah no ! He who 
bent himself, with child like docility, to that potent spell, was equally, 
with his lion-hearted comrades, a stranger to such an inftaetice. Whence 
came it then ? 

“ HOW WAS IT DONE ?” 

In sooth, kind yet curious reader, I care not to blazon such answer as, 
peradventure, I might be able to accord to thy questioning, upon the tell- 
tale page of an everywhere read Monthly Magazine. Perdu ! I had as 
well confide the secret to the gossipping old housewife ! But if thou hast, 
in honest heart, a desire for knowledge, and would’st serve thy kind 
through the medium of such Craft-learning as that whereof these un- 
skilful “ Drafts” are but feeble illustrations, go thou to yon venerable tem- 
ple wherein the sons of light and science do congregate. Seek, — ask — 
and knock for admittance in the appointed ways. If thou art worthy of 
*the trust, and hast patience, diligence and perseverance, thou shalt be 
apprenticed to a Master, who will teach thee this and many mysteries. 
He will teach thee that mystery which renders the whispered word, though 
soft and low as the maiden’s sigh, louder to the Brother’s ear and heart 
than the thunder’s voice which giveth to the mute gesture, though un- 
noticeable as the trembling of the leaflet on the coronal of the virgin 
springtime, power to paralyze the uplifted arm of the slayer. He will 
indoctrinate thee in the pecepts which inculcate patient submission to le- 
gal authority and perfect obedience to constituted government. And when 
thou hast passed through thy noviciate,. and art in possession of the re- 
wards of thy fidelity and zeal,* why — then thou wilt know for* thyself, 

“ HOW IT WAS DOlfcE.” 

Note by the Author. The materials for the foregoing “ Draft” are derived from a 
highly interesting and valuable historical “ Narrative of the Riot on the 15lh, 16th add I7lh 
of March, 1817, in the city of New Orleans,” which was published in the “ Weekly Ptcay- 
une,” of that city, of December 4, 1843. The “narrative” is evidently from the pen of a 
Brother , who I trust will receive as my apology for the freedom I have used with his facts, 
my desire to give them in such a shape as to render them more attractive tan particular 
class of general readers, and thereby make them the better subservient to the Uevelopemcnt 
and advancement of the principles of our Order. “ If I have done well, and as is fitting the 
story, it is that which I desired ; but if slenderly and meanly, it is that which I could attain 
unto.” 

' Memphis, February , 1844. 
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LIGHT AND TRUTH* 

BY REV. BR. LUTHER HAMILTON. 

Father, the Light thou biddest shine, 

And chase the shades of night away, 

Is but an emblem of thy Truth, 

That gives to man his mental day. 

As that unfolds, to wand’ring eyes, . 

The glorious forms of power and love 
Thy hand hath shaped, thy goodness crowned, 

In earth below, in heaven above. 

So doth thy Truth with brighter beams 
Illume the vision of the soul ; 

Cheer the sad heart with hope’s fair scenes, 

Beyond where waves of sorrow roll. 

Or, if to me must be denied 
To see the Light of cheerful day, 

On field, or flood, or mountain height. * 

Shed over all its varied ray, — 

Or doomed to be in error’s thrall, 

The darkness of the mind to feel, 

Be superstition’s trembling slave, 

And at her shrine of terror kneel j 

Let me, O God ! no more behold 

Nor sky, nor sea, nor verdant field, • 

But jgive me Truth and I will own 

A brighter heaven and earth revealed. 


WHAT IS CHARITY? 

’T is not to pause when at my door, 

A shivering Brother stands ; 

To ask the cause that made him poor 
Or why he help demands. 

T is not to spurn that Brother’s prayer 
For faults he once has known ; 

T i s not to leave him in despair, 

And say that I have none. 


The voice of Charity is kind— 
She thinketh nothing wrong j 
To every fault she seemetli blind, 
Nor yaunteth with her tongue. 


In Penitence she placeth Faith — 

Hope smileth at her door ; 

Relieveth first — then softly saith, 

“ Go Brother, sin no more !” Selected. 


•This beautiful and truly Masonic Poem was wiitten some years since, and miblised in 
copj P ^E” 1 ?L h “ C °'" ltry “ d Engl “ d - We " e indebted tp the author for “coJEc ted 
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MASONIC CHARGES. 

Delivered by Rev. Br. Albert Case, on occasion of the Installation of the Officers of Con- 
cord Chapter, at Wilmington, N. C. on the 27th Dec. Inst. 

ADDRESS TO THE HIGH PRIEST. 

Most Excellent Companion : 

It affords me much satisfaction to induct you into the high, honorable, and re- 
sponsible office to which the Companions of Concord Chapter have elevated you. 
Having Installed you and invested you with the Jewels and Symbols of your 
sublime station, you will permit me to say a few words before you enter upon the 
active duties of your office. 

The presiding Officer of every deliberative assembly is placed at all times in a 
delicate, and sometimes in a perilous situation. But when in the discharge of 
his duty, he looks singly to the good and the prosperity of the Institution over 
which he presides, ana steadily, with firmness and impartiality pursues it, he sel- 
dom fails in the undertaking. As we are all of the same family, Masons cannot 
claim an exemption from those passions, prejudices and asperities of temper which 
we daily see breaking forth in all communities and societies, not excepting (with 
pain I say it,) those of religion. 

But although Masons are but men, Masonry, if rightly understood and practis- 
ed, is calculated to make. a good man better'; and if there exists such a being 
as a perfect Mason, both Masonry and religion have combined to make him so ; 
and he may stand upright in the image of his Heavenly Father and challenge 
the universe for a superior. 

It will be expected of you in your high station, to set an example of that per- 
fection which it would be the pride of all Masons to strive to imitate. If, in the 
deliberations of the body over which you are to preside, you should ever see the 
asperities of temper breaking forth, jealousies engendered, prejudices or unjust 
combinations and partialities about being formed, it will be your duty to throw 
oil upon the troubled waters, and by kina admonition — nay more, by gentle re- 
proof if necessary, point to those many landmarks of the Order, which are calcu- 
lated to call to a sense of duty and propriety an erring Brother ; and when he re- 
traces his steps, let him be welcomed and received as was the prodigal son of 
olden time. In this way you but imitate the Supreme Grand High Priest — your 
Brethren of the Order wijl be the more endeared to you, and the fragrance of the 
burning incense shall reach that celestial Lodge where all distinctions are laid 
down, and the just made perfect meet upon the same lend. 

Your influence will often be required to make the “ darkness light and the 
crooked things straight” before the Brethren and Companions, and while you in- 
struct and guide in wisdom’s path, it will devolve upon you to lead the way. Im- 
press this important truth upon all, that “ he that hurableth himself, shall be ex- 
alted,” and exert the power God has given you to lead them to the numerous 
sources of instruction opened in religion and her hand-maid Masonry, that wis- 
doiA and prudence may dwell with them, and “ Holiness to the Lord ” be engraven 
on their hearts. 

In the discharge of your duty, you have every inducement to persevere. Your 
own, and the well being of the members urge you ; the good of the Chapter, and 
the interests of Masonry demand that you be in all things a faithful High Priest 
Then the rough road of life will be travelled with ease ; for, trusting in the power 
of Omnipotence, and guided by divine light , you will be prepared for every emer- 
gency, and enabled to triumph over every difficulty. 

It is not proper that a station so influential for good or for evil, should be filled 
by the careless, the immoral, or profane ; for by such the sacred robe of the 
Priesthood would be dishonored, and the breast-plate used as a cover to a depra- 
ved heart. I entreat you to let your Companions know that they have placed the 
Mitre upon a brow that bends in humility before the great I AM, and searches 
His sacred word, and delights to see the Divine Law obeyed. 
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licit all t could say upon the discharge of your moral and Masonic duty, I feel 
to be superfluous ; for you must have been familiar with the principles and zeal- 
ous in the practice of Masonry, to have reached the station you now occupy. 
That kindness and fraternal love which has elevated, will sustain you.- 
Onward then, ana fear not. Your course will be plain, and the urbane exer- 
cise of those powers which your official station requires and enjoins, will be nei- 
ther a yoke nor a burthen, but perfect freedom to those over whom you are to 
preside. You will cause them to keep the sacred word alive in their hearts, to 
manifest that charitable spirit, and practise that righteousness which religion and 
Masonry require. And to this end may the Grand Architect of the Universe, the 
dispenser of all light and knowledge, guide, direct and sustain you. 


ADDRESS TO THE KING AND SCRIBE. 

Excellent Companions— Kino and ScEibe : 

As you have just assumed the stations of King and Scribe, permit me to con- 
gratulate you on the occasion, and to say a few words appertaining to your office. 
It is said that “ in the midst of Councillors there is safety,** and this is true when 
the deliberation of council is in wisdom, arid the requirements are observed by 
the law-makers. 

You are to sit in council with the Most Excellent High Priest, to aid him in 
the government of his Chapter, and to do his pleasure in Lodge. You are to be 
an example worthy of imitation to your inferior officers, and the members of this 
Chapter. By performing this duty faithfully, you will help to sustain the high 
standing of Masonry, and commend its principles and spirit to the community at 
large. 

In the absence of the High Priest you are to preside — then you will find it ne- 
cessary to exercise great firmness and decision. .But let your firmness be mark- 
ed by an urbanity of manner, and your decisions united with kindness and mod- 
eration. 

What I have just said to the High Priest you have heard, and repetition would 
be tedious. Onward then, and may you enjoy the approbation of your Compan- 
ions, and above all, the approval of the Grand Master Supreme. 


ADDRESS TO THE CHAPTER, 

Companions t 

It is well sometimes to rest from our labors, to survey the past, to examine our 
own work, gain lessons of experience, and prepare as 'much as possible for the 
future. 

The present is'a befitting season for this useful retrospection. The Masonic 
year has passed away, and it becomes us to see how our labors for that period 
have been performed. Let the eagle eye make the inspection and conscience 
declare the result If you find that your work has been done, and well done, that 
you have faithfully and in the spirit of charity watched over the household ; re- 
buked and exhorted, where admonition was necessary ; that you have relieved 
the needy, consoled the afflicted, inspired with confidence the wavering, and en- 
couraged the penitent, you are abundantly Satisfied with the wages you have re- 
ceived. But if the verdict is against you, and you find you have not performed 
your duty to the Fraternity or the family of man, then from this starting point 
redouble your diligence, and endeavor to regain the time. . 

The Installation of your Officers and the commencement of a new Masonic 
year, will Serve you to commence anew your iourney ; and improving by the past, 
I trust you will go forward to the accomplishment of labor moi-e successful, and 
that in coming time you will derive all useful instruction from the grand council, 
and be found entitled to wages as worthy and most excellent Masters. 

Remember that the all-seeing eye constantly inspects your work, and let it be 
in accordance with the square of virtue. Allow no strange fire to be kindled 
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upon your sacred altar ; nor allow those to worship around it who would blindly 
offer sacrifice to strange Gods. Let “ the incense of piety ascend continually to 
heaven, from off the altar of your hearts, and burn day and night, as a sweet smel- 
ling savor unto” the High Priest Supreme ! 

You have elevated some to power. You will, if need be, assist them in the 
exercise of the authority you have given them, and thereby preserve peace and 
harmony within the precincts of the Chapter. 

In the examination of materials with which to rebuild places laid waste, you 
will look for those moral qualities, so necessary to preserve your character as a 
sublime Order ; yet you will allow no trivial reason, or no unnatural prejudice to 
cause you to reject that which possesses the requisite qualities, and which, under 
a judicious application of the chisel and mallet, might be fitted for the “ head 
stone of the corner.” 

In all your acts let truth and charity direct and influence you, and the fire of 
love will burn around your altar, not to consume, but to purify and preserve the 
good and true. 

So live and act, and this shall be an ornament with its sister Chapters, and a 
promoter of our royal art. So live, and may you be permitted to feast upon the 
“hidden manna” and possess the “white stone” whereon is a “ new name written,” 
and find at last an entrance into the celestial Chapter above, be clothed with the 
ipotless robe of immortality, companions of the Angels, and dwell forever with 
the High and Holy One. 


THE FREEMASON’S LEXICON. 

TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN. 

[Continued from page 1 14,] 

Altar. — An altar must be a most holy place to every Christian, and more es- 
pecially to every true worshipper of Goa. It was so to the first nations who con- 
ceived the idea of a most High Being. High above all the stars they conjectur- 
ed was his most elevated seat They fell upon their knees when they worship- 
ped Him, as more emblematical of the immense distance they were removed from 
Him ; and they built altars, upon which they offered fruits and other things, that 
the smoke might arise towards Him, as a proof of their gratitude. We, as en- 
lightened Christians and Freemasons, make no offerings of fruit upon our altars, 
neither are they any more to be found upon the tops of the mountains, or in the 
depths of the caverns, but under a* clouded canopy, as emblematic of the heav- 
ens, and our offerings are the hallowed oblations of a grateful and pious heart 

Alter, Jlgt . — The Order of Free and Accepted Masons should consist solely 
of men of mature age, and it is in accordance to this rule that young men and 
boys are denied admittance. In the ancient charges of the English Constitution 
Book, under date 29th December, 1729, it is laid down as a rule that no person 
shall be initiated under 25 years of age. The Lodges of other countries initiate 
at an earlier period, and the son of a Freemason, called Lewis, is allowed even 
in England to be initiated much earlier. 

By the laws of Prussia no native of this country can be initiated under 25 years • 
of age, and the Lodges are . allowed to make no exception to this rule except tra- 
vellers from foreign countries. The Lodges in foreign countries, held by war- 
rants from the three grand Lodges in Prussia, are not bound by this law ; but 
should a young Prussian be initiated in a foreign country, and return unto his 
native land before he has attained his 25th year, he is not permitted to visit a 
Lodge until he has done so. It is always a great pleasure to the Order 
when men of mature age offer themselves as candidates. The celebrated iVie- 
land was initiated in his 72nd year. 

It is men of mature age and sound judgment alone who can preserve the Or- 
der in its native purity : and those Lodges whose officers are careful to act in 
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strict accordance to the laws and to the spirit of Freemasonry, will always have 
a supply of men of mature age as candidates. In the lectures the question of age 
occurs, but that refers merely to the degree wrought upon. In the ancient mys- 
teries, the mystical age of 1, 3, 5, and 7, refers to so many years of probation. 

Anderson Jacob* lived in the beginning of the 18th century, and it is from 
him that we have the so deservedly celebrated Book of Constitutions of the An- 
cient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons. The first part 
contains the history of the Order, and the second contains the charges, rules, 
laws, duties, &c., &c., together with an historical account of the origin of the 
Order. 

Anderson, in the dedication to the then Prince of Wales, calls himself Secre- 
tary to the Grand Lodge in London, and states that the work was composed by 
the command of the Grand Lodge, from its Archives, Traditions, and Lodge- 
books. The first edition appeared in 1723, a second in 1738 ; since then various 
editions have been published, viz., one by Entick, in 1758, one in 1776, one in 
1784, and in 1806f one by Northbroke, the latest To the second edition a supe- 
rior privilege was attached by the Grand Lodge in London, no other Constitution 
book being allowed in the Lodges but that of Anderson, and no alteration being 
allowed to be made in it Although in this work the history of Freemasonry is 
carried back unto the Creation, yet the valuable information it has been the means 
of preserving with regard to the duties of a Freemason, the constitution of the 
Order, and the history of the English Lodges, make it a valuable work, and cau- 
sed it to be highly prized by every Lodge and every Brother. In the first edition 
no mention is made of the formation of the Grand Lodge in London in 1717, but 
it is added to the second edition. There is a German translation published at 
Frankfort-on-the-Main, and various French editions. 

Andreas Johan Valentin, Andrew John Valentine, born in 1586, and died in 
1655, Abbot of Adelburg, and Lutheran Almoner to the Duke of Wirteraberg. 
He is generally considered as the founder of the Rosicrucian Order, although it 
has never been proved that he was so. It cannot be denied that fie had a great 
propensity towards mysticism, although in every other respect he was a man of 
great genius and had a kind heart 

Andreas der Heilioe und Andreas Order, St. Andrew and St. Andrew's 
Order . — St Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland. In Lawrie’s History of Free- 
masonry and the Grand Lodge in Scotland, it is stated “ It was long, customary 
for the Brethren to hold their annual festival on the 24th June, but for many im- 
portant reasons the Grand Lodge of Scotland determined, in the year 1737, that it 
should not be held on that day any longer, but on the 30th November, the birth- 
day of St Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland.” Thus St Andrew’s day is a 
festival for the Brethren in Scotland, as St John’s day is for us. Andrew, a dis- 
ciple of St John the Baptist, was the first who went over to Jesus Christ We 
also know that a St Andrew’s order existed in the 14th century, which was after- 
wards incorporated with Freemasonry, qnd that this St. Andrew’s Order was 
formed in 1679 or 89, as a peculiar degree in Freemasonry. A profane St. An- 
drew’s Order exists unto this day in Scotland. 

Anerkante Loges, Acknowledged or Regular Lodges . — By this term we un- 
derstand such Lodges as work under a regular warrant, granted by the Grand 
Lodge of the country in which they are situated, and which are acknowledged by, 
and are in correspondence with, tneir neighboring Lodges. It is possible that 
there may be Lodges which work according to the purest principles of Freema- 
sonry, and yet not be regular Lodges. By the laws of Prussia, every new Lodge 
in that country must belong to, or join itself unto one of tbe three Grand Lodges 
in Prussia, and are forbidden to stand isolated or independent, whereby they, eo 
ipso , become regular Lodges. Yet there are single or independent Lodges, 
which are not only regular, but stand in correspondence with their neighboring 
Lodges. They were in existence before the present Grand Lodges were formed. 


♦J a. met not Jacob. 


tThis is an error, the latest was in 1784.— Ed. 
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THE MORAL POWER OP CHARITY, 


BY BEV. BR. ALBERT CASE. 

[From an Address delivered before St. John's Lodge and Concord Chapter, at Wilmington, 
N. C., on the 27th December last.] 

I have dwelt long on this subject — longer than may seem proper for an occa- 
sion like this, but I wish to establish in your mind the fact, that Charity, the 
chief of the Masonic virtues, possesses a superior moral power. I have thus far 
plead for principle, for humanity, for that God -like charity which is the cement 
of every virtue! I have done so that I might impress your minds with the ex- 
cellency of that charity which is the crowning glory of our Institution, and that 
it may be the great moving principle of your lives. And what more fitting op- 
portunity could I desire — what better could I have? 

It is the natal day of the Patron Saint of our Order. We have gathered at 
the altar of Masonry in gratitude and love, to revive its spirit in our hearts — to 
draw instruction from the rich fountains of the past — to examine the present, and 
to refresh and strengthen ourselevs for fiiture labors. 

It has been customary on the return of this Anniversary, to trace the history 
of our Institution through ages that have rolled away; to endeavor to gain for it 
esteem on account of its antiquity; to rehearse the names of those who laid the 
broad and deep foundations whereon rests the fair fhbric which has withstood the 
shocks of time, the revolutions of ages, the concussion of empires ; and whose 
pillars, planted in urisdom, erected in strength, and adorned with beauty, have 
pointed unmoved to Heaven, amid the convolving clouds of darkness, the ven- 
geance of the fierce lightnings, and the deep-toned thunders of human wrath and 
indignation. It is well at times to dwell upon these things, but we have a higher 
and a nobler duty to perform. We admire the wisdom and the integrity of those 
‘good and true’ men of yore, who reared the proud temple, and who preserved the 
Ark of the Covenant when war’s destructive power blotted out kingdoms, and 
buried temples in ruins. We venerate their names, we glory in their principles. 
Their virtues, like the great lights in the constellation of heaven, continue to 
glow in the breast of every true Freemason. But it is not enough that we de- 
clare ourselves Free and Accepted Masons, and then act as though we had noth- 
ing more to do since so much has been done by those Master spirits who have 
gone before us. We have a great work to perform. The mighty principles 
which they embodied into a system, we are to cultivate and extend ; to clear 
away the rubbish, preserve the valuable and the good, and keep bright and 
glowing the fair proportions of the great moral edifice. 

In the prosecution of this work we are to be influenced by that charity of 
which I have spoken. We cannot fail so long as this is the chief moving power. 
Let it be imbedded in the deepest recesses of our hearts, and its fruits shall be 
such as shall glorify God, and moralize and bless humanity. Freemasonry is 
said to extend from East to West, and between North and South, and the Mason 
is instructed that his charity should know no bounds save that of prudence. Our 
Lodge is a world in miniature ; hence the propriety of the injunction to the enter- 
ed apprentice, on his initiation, to perform the important ‘duties he owes to God, 
his neighbor, and himself. To God, by never mentioning his name but with that 
awe and reverence which are due from the creature to the Creator, by imploring 
his aid on all lawful undertakings, and by looking up to him for comfort ana 
support To his neighbor, by acting with him upon the square, by rendering 
him every kind office which justice or mercy may require, by relieving his dis- 
tresses, and Soothing his afflictions, and by doing to him as m similar cases he 
would wish to be done to. And to himself, by such a prudent and well regulated 
course of discipline, as may best conduce to the preservation of his corporeal and 
mental faculties in their fullest energy ; thereby enabling him to exert the talents 
wherewith God has blessed him, as well to his glory as to the welfare of his fel- 
low creatures.’ [ 
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That charity which we are required to exercise consists not alone in giving 
alms ; no, we have seen that it has a power to improve the moral, as well as to 
support the animal nature. It involves the doing all we can for our fellow -be- 
ings. Under its influence we shall endeavor to protect the good name of our 
fellow, tq bear with his failings, to cover his faults rather than briug them before 
the telescope of a greedy world ; to win him from sin, and rejoice with him when 
he comes up from the murky pit of iniquity, and puts on the robe of spotless vir- 
tue. 

As Freemasons, I Biy, we are bound to act upon this principle. Sin and im- 
perfection are attached to our nature. We all do err; and how often is it the 
case that individuals are lost by the avidity with which their secret faults are 
heralded, when by the exercise of charity the sin which has become mountainous 
might have been in oblivion, and the victim now buried in contumely, a pest to 
the world and to himself, might have trod the paths of virtue and usefulness. Too 
frequently does it happen, if a Brother steps aside from the path of rectitude, that 
we join with one voice to proclaim his disgrace. I ask you not to look with char- 
ity on his sin, but on the unfortunate transgressor. Remember he is thy Brother, 
a child of God, an heir of immortality. Instead of aiding to crush him deeper in 
misery and sin, admonish him of his iniquity — warn him of his danger — extend 
your hand in token of your affection, and point him to the path of virtue. Relax 
not your exertions if at the first he declines your proffered kindness, for sooner 
or later it will prove effectual. An oriental proverb says ‘with time and patience 
the mulberry leaf becomes satin,’ and a figure familiar to many of us, teaches 
that *time, patience and perseverance will accomplish all things.* 

Some friend of your youth or a Brother may have permitted temptation to 
grapple with and lay dormant the faculties of his soul, or for the first time he 
drank deep to intoxication, and when excited passion smothered judgment, and 
ruled sole monarch in his bosom, he committed a deed of horror, for which he 
was brought to the tribunal of justice, and thrown into prison, or branded as a 
felon and turned loose upon society ; he seeks his once peaceful dwelling, the 
home of his dejected parents. Behold now the effect of the opposite of charity ! 
The big tear trickles down the furrowed cheek of the father, and the deep drawn 
sigh speaks the anguish of the mother ; he is met by the cold looks of a sister, 
and the frown of his once loving brother, and turns in grief and madness from the 
scene. He seeks the society of his former companions, and the finger of scorn 
points at him ; at every corner he is jostled by cold elbows, and saluted by harsh 
epithets, which strike daggers to his bouI. He is shunned by all. Each passing 
hour removes him one step further from the path of rectitude, and shortly his 
companions are those, who like him have been banished from virtue and honor. 
Coldness and harshness made him what he now is, and coldness and harshness 
cannot reclaim him. Had he been met with affection, had his sister and his 
brother, and the companions of his innocent days, but manifested an interest for 
his welfare ; had they exercised charity, and while they pitied his departure, lured 
him back ; had they showed him that they had confidence in his powers to amend ; 
inspired him with respect for himself, and a love of virtue ; had they blotted out 
his transgression, and received him to their confidence as before, he might have 
been saved from further transgression, and perhaps from an ignominious death, 
and becomes useful and happy man. So great is the moral power of that char- 
ity which we ought at all tiroes to exercise. 

The Evangelist John, the Patron Saint of Masonry, has left us au example 
which it may be well for us to admire, and safe to follow. Returned from the 
isle ofPatmos, to which he had beeq banished, he sought his brethren to counsel 
and encourage them. He discovered among them one to whom had been given 
‘a white stone , and in the stone a new name written,’ who afterward became cor- 
rupt and intemperate through the influence of bad company, and fled to a band 
of robbers of whom he became captain. Mark well the conduct of the venerable 
Evangelist As soon as he learned this, he purposely exposed himself in the 
robbers’ haunts, and when he was captured, said ‘lead me to your captain.’ When 
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the bandit saw John he fled ; buihis former teacher pursued him, saying, *my son, 
why flyest thou from thy father, unarmed and old ? fear not, as there yet rem&in- 
ethhope.* In the spirit of charity he entreated; the robber listened and wept 
tears of penitence, his better feelings were aroused, he forsook his sinful life, re- 
turned to his former companions and became an exemplary man. As we ac- 
knowledge the Evangelist a Patron of our Order, let us imitate his example, and 
we too shall And that charity is more efficacious than coldness and hate. 

Masonry has long and justly been esteemed for its charity to the poor and dis- 
tressed ; but we should bear in mind that the principle has a moral power which 
cannot be neglected with impunity. Our work is not well done until we exer- 
cise the reforming power of charity, as well as its power to relieve the necessities 
of the poor in worldly goods. There is joy in the consciousness that we have 
restored a brother. There is a satisfaction in giving relief to the needy, the sor- 
row-stricken, and the fatherless. 

‘He who hath soothed the widow’s wo, 

Or wiped the orphan’s tear doth know, 

There’s something here of heaven . 1 

As the voice of wisdom places the virtue of charily before faith and hope , and 
above all other graces, so Masonry regards charity as the bond of perfect- 
ness, and the brightest jewel in her coronal. She inculcates the useful lesson of 
natural equality and mutual dependence, and teaches us that in the practice of 
charity we are to seek the solace of our own distress. 

<f Tis a little thing 

To give a cnp of water, yet its draught 
Of cool refreshment drained by fever’d lips 
. May give a shock of pleasure to the frame 
* More exquisite than juice nectarean. 

It is a little thing to speak a phrase 
Of common comfort, which, by daily use, 

Has almost lost its sense : yet on the ear 
Of him who thought to die unmounted, ’twill fall, 

Like choicest music.’ 

By the practice of charity in its broadest sense, we not only benefit some, but 
commend the principle in the rao9t certain way to infuse it into the hearts of 
others. Like begets like ; charity will beget its own spirit. Let us cultivate it 
in all hearts, till it is made perfect in the presence of God. It will keep alive 
our esteem for all that is virtuous and good ; inspire us with feelings of humanity 
and forgiveness towards our enemies, for it breathes a spirit of candor and liber- 
ality to the whole world. In the full possession of it we injure none. We are 
induced to perform all kind offices. We feel it is our privilege to be the com- 
forter of the distressed, the consoler of the afflicted, the intercessor for offenders, 
and the reconciler of difficulties. It is an eternal principle. Faith is swallowed 
up in sight, Hope ends in fruition, but Charity will bloom throughout eternity, in 
unfading glory. 

There are wanderers to be reformed ; woes to be alleviated ; tears to be wiped 
away ; brothers to be protected ; widows to be comforted ; orphans to be reared. 
There is d great work before us ; others are engaged in it We have the evi- 
dence of this in your beautiful town, where the very elements have conspired to 
call your charities into exercise. Associations are formed and individuals are 
engaged in benefitting the great mass ; and all are urging ours, as the most an- 
cient, the father of human systems, to lead the way. 

What a thrill of joy does the sight of that house,* reared by the funds of a be- 
nevolent Order for the instruction of orphans, impart ? 

* * School House erected by the Odd Fellows. 
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We possess many advantages for doing good ; Tet us keep pace with the be- 
nevolent spirit of the age. Let us cause our Masonic funds to go out in the ap- 
propriate channel, and contribute to the welfare of mankind, especially to those ot 
the household of Masonry. Let us take sweet counsel together ; act in union, as 
wisdom may dictate. The responsibilities resting upon us are vast 

. 'On Brothers, on! let us not rest beneath it: 

Mercy’s fair pile is but scarcely begun ; 

Still with good deeds, let us strive to en wreath it, 

Knit heart nnd hand ever closely in one, 

Till like a column bright, 

Mingled with heaven’s light, 

Clear shall it stand on the dim shore of time. 

Systems may fail and die, 

Suns themselves leave the sky, 

Chabity lives through eternity’s clime.’ 

Masonnr is defined as 1 a beautiful system of morality, veiled in allegory, and 
illustrated by symbols.’ It is a system which stands the guardian of every vir- 
tue, and for this reason am £ anxious for the extension of its light I rejoice to 
have good men associate themselves with us, from a conviction of the purity of 
Masonry, and its power over the moral character of its members, evinced by 
their uprightness, justice, sobriety and benevolence. The ritual of Masonry is 
calculated to enlarge the mind and improve the heart Its precepts if rightly ob- 
served prepare us to live well, and teach us how to die. For this reason is Ma- 
sonry worthy of attention. 4 If I study,’ said Montaigne , 1 it is for no other science 
than that which treats of the knowledge of myself, and instructs me to live and 
die well.’ What a field does our institution open before us ! Let us pursue its 
light, search its deep stores of wisdom, and become true accacians. 

We shall find new beauties unfolding at every step, and rich rewards for all 
our toil. We will not be content with admiring the form and symbol, but travel 
on, enter the temple, scrutinize the internal workmanship, learn the adaptation of 
the several parts, and mark well the moral sublimity of the great whole. 

Masonry is progressive. We do not arrive at the knowledge of any science at 
once. The farther progress we make in Masonic knowledge the more is our na- 
ture exalted, and our character improved. 

Pythagoras, the ancient philosopher and Freemason, travelled in many landte, 
and had many masters famous in science and philosophy. He obtained letters to 
the priests at Heliopolis, Memphis, and Thebes, and obtained from them the se- 
crets of their mysterious learning — Geometry, Astronomy, Philosophy, and par- 
ticularly a knowledge of their hieroglyphical symbols, with the art of deciphering 
the characters adopted by the Egyptian hierophants to conceal their mysteries 
from the inspection of the profane. He pursued his course with fortitude 
and perseverance, visited Babylon, was instructed in Music, Arithmetic, and the 
other Mathematical sciences, and held communication with the learned Jews,, 2. 
from whom he obtained a knowledge of the science of speculative Masonry. He 
founded a Lodge of philosophers* at Crotona, where Laertius informs us that six 
hundred persons underwent a probation of five years silence, during which time 
they were instructed in the Exoteric doctrines of his system, hearing his lectures 
from behind a screen, without being admitted to his presence. After this they 
were allowed to participate in the Esoteric secrets, and received them within his 
house. Many there were, who for want of patience and perseverance, failed to 
complete their probationary course of instruction, and such were not permitted to 
advance to the principal and most efficacious doctrines of the Esoteric school. 


♦Valerius Maximus relates that when Pythagoras founded his school, he was asked what 
was the name of bis system ? To this question he replied, I am not $ophos , wise, but phiio - 
wophot , a lover of wisdom, and my disciples shall be called philosophers. 
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•The secrets of this school were only revealed to the inquiring, the faithful and 
the true ; they were not written, but transmitted by oral instruction, and then only 
in the private apartment of thet Tutor, or within closely tyled Lodges. 

Among the Esoteric followers of Pythagoras a universal bond of brotherhood 
was inculcated, and Cicero says that this maxim was constantly in his mouth, 
4 the design of friendship is to make two or more one. Men ought to be united.’ 

The .disciples of this ancient philosopher were much celebrated for their frater- 
nal affection, and any remarkable display of friendship called forth the expres- 
sion, 4 they are niembers of the Pythagorean Society.’ 

The system of Freemasonry, like the system of Pythagoras, continues the 
Exoteric and Esoteric schools ; and in the latter the most efficacious doctrines are 
sternly inculcated. The pupils become intelligent Masons, acknowledge the 
moral power of the Chief virtue — charity ; and exercise it towards the Universal 
brotherhood* There are those within our Lodges, who from their carelessness 
and want of energy, remain Exoteric Masons. They see and admire the form, 
but do riot go forward in pursuit of the substance. They do not serve with free- 
dom, fervency and zeal, and therefore they fail to advance beyond the screen 
where the greater light is beheld, and the most efficacious knowledge is imparted. 
Prevented by indolence and supineness, they seek not, nor find those hidden 
treasures which gladden the heart of the Esoteric disciples. The latter are not 
so easily satisfied. Like Pythagoras they go on with a firm and upright step, 
seeking and finding a more intimate knowledge of the philosophy of Freema- 
sonry. They become ennobled in character and distinguished in the science. 
Masonry is by them made subservient to the practice of religion, and conveys 
peace and enjoyment in this world, while it inspires the hope of happiness in 
those bright mansions of immortality, which hath no need of the sun or the moon 
to lighten them, but which are lighted by the glory of God. 

Permit me to impress upon you the necessity of studying Masonry as a sci- 
ence, and as you advance, light will dawn on your enraptured vision, and illu- 
mine your pathway. Enter within the porch, pursue the narrow winding way, 
examine well the nooks and crannies, measure the steps that invite you upward, 
view the majestic arches, pass the veils to the inner court, enter the Holy of Ho- 
lies where incense burns day and night on the holy altar, and as you interrupt the 
meditations of wisdom she will reveal to you those mysteries which were hidden 
for ages ; and grasping the rich treasure yori will exclaim, ‘ Eureka,’ ‘Eureka’ — 
I have found it 

You will Arid encouragement On your way ; verdant fields and flowery lawns 
will ravish your sight, and sweet waters will gush forth from the flinty rock to 
refresh you. Having explored the deep recesses of the vast temple, and become 
familiar with the arcana thereof, you will uhderstand that wisdom, possess that 
strength , and adore that beauty, which is hidden from those who, satisfied with 
form, seek not the substance . You will then be clothed with the richest jewels, 
and guide to light and perfection the less informed. Then you will resemble 
those artificers who completed the first great Temple, and engage the craft anew 
in repairing the trails arid building up the waste places ofthe spiritual temple, 
under the written lawU of our divine Grand Master — laws, the true exposition of 
which has been obscured by the rubbish of neglect and indifference, but which 
it is ours to illustrate and e'nforce in all their power. Let us ever bear in re- 
membrance those brilliant points, which will aid in the illustration of the virtues 
of Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice, and give to these virtues the 
sanction of our own example. We cannot more successmlly regain, or preserve 
from inebriety, than by arresting the attention and speaking to the heart in tones 
of kindness and charity. The result of a few years’ experience has fully demon- 
strated the superiority of this course, over that of human enactments and coer- 
cion. 

If we all observe the law of Temperance, manifest a becoming Fortitude , keep 
within the bounds of Prudence , and practise 9trict Justice , our Order will go on- 
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ward with a firm and steady step, unscathed by the contending elements of sin ; 
secure from the devices of ignorance and superstition, or the dark and unhallow- 
ed influence of reckless treachery. 

In Lodge we are to be diligently employed, that we may promote the greatest 
interests of Masonry. The great lights will direct us to a correct understanding 
of the language of our symbolic nomenclature, by which our several duties will 
be made plain. There we shall feel that we are members of the universal Lodge 
of Nature — created by Him who said 4 let there be light,* and redeemed by charity 
divine. We shall learn to prize those virtues, which will duly and truly prepare 
us for that great spiritual Temple above, where the system of Freemasonry in its 
pure and glorious state of light and unbounded charity shall be forever enjoyed. 
Let no levity or ill-will be brought around Our sacred altar — let all here be har- 
mony and peace, for 

* All the contentions ’iiiongst Masons should be, 

Who better can work, and who better agree. 1 

And this spirit should not be confined to the Lodge-room, or the Brethren ; we 
must cultivate it in all our associations with the world, that it may operate in the 
minds, and be manifest in the lives of our fellow-men. We may anticipate that 
happy period, when charity shall reign in every heart, and then shall a shout of 
joy from untold millions come up, like the mighty mingling of many waters. 

I am thankful to see so much devotion to Masonry in your beautiful city. I am 
glad thatfrom its lengthened slumber, it has awakened all over our beloved coun- 
try, and with the force of some long pent-up river, it is flowing from the Atlantic 
coast, to 

‘ The continuous woods 

Where rolls the Oregon, and hears no sound, 

Save his own dashing.’ 

But the greater its prosperity the greater is the necessity of watchful care, of 
conforming to its requirements, of showing forth its moral as well as its benefi- 
cial power. I do not say there is no longer danger, for if we guard not our por- 
tals from the unworthy, if we fail to correct the erring among us, and win them to 
duty, or to cause them to go out from us, the time may come when the love of 
many will wax cold, and like some cloud-capt tower, we shall fall from our proud 
elevation. We are sure of being prosperous and useful no longer than our lives 
are in accordance with our professions. We are strong only in virtue and char- 
ity. See to it, then, that you preserve the moral purity of Masonry ; keep its jew- 
elsbright and fair, and watch over its interests with a vigilance that knows no 
slumber. There was a time when a dreaded opposition to Masonry had being. 
It was because of our secrecy, and arose from the fact that women were not call- 
ed to work in our Lodges. But that time has passed away. Woman knows that 
our secrecy is not vice, that it is only maintained to prevent imposition, and the 
better to enable us to advance those mighty principles which war with all un- 
righteousness and make man what God would have him to be. In her tender 
nature she cherifhes those sublime principles which are the foundation of 
every virtue ; and she delights in the kind and compassionate duties of life. 
We know this from her holy deeds, as mother, sister, companion and friend. She 
views Masonry as well adapted to our wants, to elevate us to her own high sta- 
tion in moral purity, tenderness and worth. And now that she understands our 
motives, she bi.ds us a hearty God-speed, and her approval shall urge us on to 
nobler triumphs. 

My Brethren : — I am glad that I am permitted to address you this day. 
If there is any State in the Union where I fdesire the well-being of Freemason- 
ry, it is in this. In that memorable National Convention, assembled at Balti- 
more in May last, I had the high honor of representing the Grand Lodge of this 
State, as well as that of its sister, South Carolina. I trust the result of the de- 
liberations of that body will be beneficial to the craft, and that North Carolina 
wijl deem no exertion too great, that shall promote the union, puritv, and useful 
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ness of our whole Order. And here, in your midst, may the ancient land-marks 
be preserved ; the jewels be polished by constant use ; and may your Masonic 
charity and excellence be so proverbial, that wherever the sails that whiten the 
flowing Cape Fear shall be wafted, it shall be said that in Wilmington, Free- 
masons are ‘good and true.’ 

Gopn, my Brethren, in the light and truth and spirit of Masonry ; guard well its 
interests, and you will aid in extending the principle of charity, in its broad sense 
and mighty power ; that principle which is the crowning excellence of our na- 
ture, — the cement of all that is great and good, and which flowing through all 
human orders, pervading earth’s unnumbered millions, shall impress its law upon 
all hearts in fadeless light, and unite all in one common brotherhood — in the per- 
fection of Heaven. 

The great Moral Temple, approved by the wisdom of the Supreme and Most 
Excellent Grand Master, shall then stand firm and immovable, resplendent in 
beauty and immortal grandeur, all glorious and complete ! 


MASONIC INTELLIGENCE. 

1 ARKANSAS. 

We have received a copy of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Arkansas, 
held in the city of Little Rock, in November last, and we are gratified to per- 
ceive that the Fraternity is in a most prosperous condition throughout the State. 
At the organization of the Grand Lodge in 1834, there were four Lodges only in 
the jurisdiction. There are now eight, and we should think a fair prospect of a 
still more rapid increase. The Grand Lodge has adopted the recommendations 
of the Baltimore Convention. We find nothing else in the proceedings of partic- 
ular interest, except the following : 

“ The committee appointed to draft preamble and resolutions concerning the 
death of Bro. William Gilchrist, made the following report, which was adopted: 

Whereas, it has pleased the Supreme Architect of the Universe, in his inscru- 
table Providence, to call from among us our worthy Brother and fellow-citizen, 
William Gilchrist, a member and Grand Lecturer and Past Grand Master of this 
Grand Lodge : Be it therefore, 

Resolved , That we sincerely lament the loss which our Fraternity has sustain- 
ed, in the dispensation of Providence, which has called to that bourne from 
whence no traveller returns, our worthy Brother, William Gilchrist, and that we 
sincerely sympathise with his relatives aad friends in their bereavement. 

j R esolved, That the members of this Grand Lodge will wear the usual badge of 
mourning for 30 days, as a testimony of their respect for the njemory of our de- 
ceased Brother. 

Resolved , That, as an evidence of the high esteem, in which this Grand Lodge 
hold the memory of our deceased and lamented Brother, William Gilchrist, that 
they propose with the concurrence of the subordinate Lodges under the jurisdic- 
tion of this Grand Lodge, and by the assistance of the Brethren throughout the 
State, to erect a suitable monument over his remains. 

Resolved, That in order to carry out the foregoing resolutions, this Grand 
Lodge appropriate the sum of — dollars, out of any funds now in the Trea- 

sury. 

Resolved , That the Grand Officers of this Grand Lodge be a committee to cor- 
respond with, and receive contributions from, the subordinate Lodges and Breth- 
ren of the Fraternity throughout the State, and that they be authorized to attend 
to the receiving of contributions and to the erection of a monument 
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Resolved, That the Grand Secretary transmit a copy of this preamble and res- 
olutions, to the family of our deceased Brother. 

R. T. Redman, 

John Morris, 

John H. Strong, 

James McVicar.” 

GEORGIA. 

We have given in a previous number of the Magazine, a brief synopsis of the 
proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Georgia, had at its annual communication in 
November. The Grand Master not being able to attend, transmitted the fol- 
lowing letter: 

Columbus , 3d November , A. L. 5843. 

Brethren — Circumstances, in a measure beyond my control, preclude my en- 
joying the annual greetings of my Brethren, at this communication of the Grand 
Lodge of Georgia ; and I neod not say to you that I regret it, as it has been al- 
ways a source of much pleasure to meet my Brethren in full council, assembled to 
legislate for the best interest of the Craft. 

I have granted, during the recess of the Grand Lodge, two Dispensations, one 
to St Patrick’s Lodge, in Danville, Sumter county, Geo.— the petition and fee 
for which I send you, — and the other for “ Concord” Lodge, in Baker county, Geo. 
— the petition for which I also send ; the fee was received by the acting Grand 
Secretary. 

The cause of Masonry in Georgia, seems to be onward, and if our older Breth- 
ren would use half the zeal they once did, in days gone by, our glorious Institu- 
tion would flourish rapidly. For myself, I can say, that my desire to see it flour- 
ish but strengthens with my age and exertions in the good cause, and if my fiat 
could place it beyond the reach of its enemies and detractors, it would be able to 
frown down all opposition. A united and persevering course of industry and at- 
tention, on all of our parts, will yet place us upon high ground in Georgia ; and I 
trust all will see and feel the high duty they owe to their Craft. It is peculiarly 
the privilege and the duty of the representatives of the Lodges, to look well into 
the interest of Masonry, and to bend all their energies to its advancement. Let 
us never be weary in well doing, and though clouds may seem to lower on 
our noble fabric and threaten its distress, we should stand up the firmer in the 
good cause, and press onward with the fervor of him who feels that he is in the 
right cause. 

Though I am bodily absent from you, my heart and soul are with you, and I 
invoke tne blessings of the Supreme Architect above, upon your labors, that they 
may redound to the credit of yourselves, and the highest interest of glorious Free- 
masonry. Very truly and fraternally yours, in the 

bonds of Brotherly love, 

PHILIP T. SCHLEY, Grand Master G. L. G. 
To the officers and members of the Grand Lodge of Georgia, Milledgeville, Geo. 

The Committee on the state of the Grand Lodge, close their report as follows : 

“The Committee cannot, in justice to their feelings, close this report without 
extending to the members of this Grand Communication, their sincere and heart- 
felt congratulations on the increasing prosperity of the Craft. A review of the 
past, a realization of the present, and a contemplation of the future, cannot fail to 
excite in the bosoms of all true and worthy Craftsmen, emotions of the most grate- 
ful character. Whilst candor compels us to look back with pain and regret to 
the time, not far distant in the past, when our beloved institution was threatened 
with dark and lowering clouds, when the Craftsmen had almost forgotten the im- 
plements of his trade, and all around bore the evidences of ruin and decay, we 
trust it will not be attributed to an unworthy vanity, to direct our attention to the 
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present, when those clouds have passed away, leaving a bright and serene sky to 
elevate the spirits and gladden the hearts of the just and faithful ; nor yet to con- 
template the future, so full of hope and promise. Are we asked for the evidences 
of this rapid improvement, this sudden transition from darkness to light-? You 
will find them in the increased number of our Lodges, in the improved respecta- 
bility of our members, in the numerous attendance of our Brethren, “ all good men 
and true,** upon the sitting of this Grand Lodge. You may read it in the counte- 
nance of every Mason present, beaming with pleasure and gratitude. These facts 
are true — none can question or doubt them. 

The fullest realization of our most sanguine hopes, depend upon our- 
selves ; for be assured, if we be all of one mind, if we be just and faithful, the 
God of love and truth will be with and bless us.” 

Bro. Leak submitted the following preamble and resolutions, which were read 
and agreed to : 

Whereas, in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, the interests of our widely ex- 
tended Craft may be promoted and defended by a paper that shall furnish general 
Masonic knowledge, the views and statistical information of the fraternity : and 
such Magazine is published by R. W. Charles W. Moore, of Boston, Massachu- 
setts. Therefore be it 

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge do cordially approve of the u Freemasons' 
Monthly Magazine ,” edited and published by R. W. Charles W. Moore, of Bos- 
ton, and recommend it to the Craft under our jurisdiction, as eminently useful, 
and worthy of the support of the Brethren. 

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be, and is hereby directed to subscribe for 
a copy of the Magazine, for the use of this Grand Lodge. 

MARYLAND. 

A semi-annual communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maryland, was 
held at Baltimore, in November last. We are happy to learn from the proceed- 
ings that the Grand Lodge have appointed the R. W. Br. Daniel A. Piper, 
Grand Lecturer, and employed him to visit every Lodge in the State, for the pur- 
pose of imparting instruction in the work and lectures, as agreed upon by the late 
National Convention. If all the Grand Lodges in the country would pursue the 
same liberal policy, strict uniformity would be the result. 

The Committee to whom the proceedings of the Convention were referred, at 
the last communication, submitted the following report : 

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Maryland : — 

The undersigned, a Special Committee, to whom was referred the printed Jour- 
nal of the Proceedings of the Masonic Convention recently held in this city, re- 
spectfully report — 

That they have carefully examined the several matters and things in the said 
Journal contained, and find there are many deserving the special consideration of 
this Grand Lodge; amongst which may be mentioned certain services and cere- 
monies, arranged and adopted by the Convention for the use of the Fraternity, 
viz. — A Funeral Service — the manner of Consecrating a Lodge of Master Ma- 
sons — the Ceremony of the Installation of its Officers — the Ceremony to be ob- 
served at laying the Foundation Stone of Public Structures— that to be observed 
at the Dedication of Masonic Halls, — Order of Processions, — and certain Prayers 
and Charges at the opening and closing of Lodges, and the conferring of the se- 
veral degrees — And although most of these are, and have long been, in use 
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amongst the Craft, yet, inasmuch as there has been some lack of perfect unifor- 
mity throughout the country, and as your Committee are of opinion that the Con- 
vention have much improved certain parts thereof, and particularly that of the Fu- 
neral Service, the whole is recommended for adoption by this Grand Lodge. 

The Convention recommends the establishment of a Grand Masonic Conven- 
tion for the United States, with certain specific powers, to be composed of dele- 
gates from the several Grand Lodges, to meet once in three years, at such times 
and places as from time to time may be agreed upon. This scheme, if carried 
out by the Grand Lodges generally, your committee are of opinion, will be pro- 
ductive of much good to the Order, in that it will not only promote and perpe- 
tuate that uniformity of work now so happily begun, but will be eth means by which 
a more familiar intercourse will be established between the several Grand Lodges, 
by occasionally bringing together some of their influential members, and thus in- 
crease their usefulness by greater concert of action. 

Your Committee find that the Convention has ordered to be prepared atad pub- 
lished, a text book, to be called “ The Masonic Trestle-Board” — which is to 
contain the services and ceremonies to be used on various occasions by Ancient 
Craft Masons, as also such Archeological research into the history of the Order 
as may be interesting and useful. This your Committee highly approve ; believ- 
ing, as they do, that it will tye productive of much good to the Fraternity. And, 
as somewhat connected with the same subject, they will embrace the present op- 
portunity to recommend to the attention and patronage of the Fraternity, a work, 
edited and published monthly, in Boston, by Br. Charles W. Moore, entitled the 
“Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine.” This periodical contains much that is 
of importance to be known, and is highly commended by said Convention. 

The Committee regret to find anything amongst the acts of the Convention 
which they cannot recommend to the favorable consideration of this Grand Lodge. 
They however feel themselves bound to present all these matters according to 
their own judgment, and to approve or disapprove according as they may seem 
useful or otherwise. 

A resolution was passed by the Convention recommending the several Grand 
Lodges to require of every Mason, within their respective jurisdictions, who is 
not a contributing member of some subordinate Lodge, an annual sum of money, 
equal to what would be the annual dues per capita of the subordinate Lodge, in 
the vicinity of which he resides. Whatever may be the beneficial effect of such 
a rule in other States, your Committee are of opinion that there are many cogent 
reasons why it should not be adopted here. 

The Convention also recommends that the several Grand Lodges of the United 
States unite in sending, a delegate to Europe for the purpose of laying the foun- 
dation of a more intimate union amongst the Fraternity throughout the world. 
Your committee have no confidence that any beneficial result can come of the 
measure, and therefore recommend that this Grand Lodge decline the proposition. 

Thus your committee have reviewed the several matters contained in said Jour- 
nal, which seemed to require special notice : but for the purpose of raising more 
specifically the several questions involved in this report, they offer the accompa- 
nying resolutions. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Charles Gilman, 

J. R. W. Dunbar, 
Saml. Mass, 

Baltimore i Nov. 13, 1843. Hugh Devalue 

The resolutions were of the same tenor as the report. Both were adopted with- 
out a division. 

We notice that the Grand Lodge acted upon and matured a new Constitution, 
to be adopted at the next regular communication. The prospects of the Institu- 
tion throughout the State, are encouraging. 
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At Marietta Hotel, Cobb County, Georgia, on the 15th February last, of dis- 
ease of the lungs, Maj. Ebenezer Bolkcom, of this city. The Marietta Advo- 
cate furnishes the following notice of the deceased. It will be gratifying to liis 
friends in this section of the country to learn that although he died among stran- 
gers, he was surrounded by Brothers, who were both willing and able to adminis- 
ter to his necessities and sympathise with him in his affliction. Maj. Bolkcom 
was a faithful Mason, and we believe had been Master of a Lodge at Waterville, 
in the State of Maine. The Advocate says : 

“ He had resorted hither a few months since, to avoid a Northern winter, with 
the hope and expectation that the mild climate of the South, would be favorable 
to his health, and prolong his days. But alas ! too late. Death, the last messen- 
ger to mortality, was on his track. No speed can distance him ; no ocean so wide 
that he cannot pass it with a bound ; no land so broad that a single stride will 
not enable him to overtake and secure the object of his pursuit. Still in many 
cases, he should be regarded as a friend, because life hath no ills that he cannot 
cure; and if man is called away from the pleasures of this world, which are few, 
he is at the same time placed beyond the reach of itsf troubles, which are multi- 
form. Let the surviving and distant relatives of the deceased be assured, that 
medical skill was exhausted, and all that affection could suggest, or friendship 
devise, was done to effect a recovery, and render his illness less painful. May 
they view this event as the kind summons of Him “ who hath done all things well;” 
and though they must feel intensely the great loss of an affectionate father, a 
kind brother, and true friend, may see that it is gainful to the departed. May 
the sad thought that he has been commanded to lie down far away from the 
graves of his kindred in the land of strangers, be alleviated by the reflection, that 
he is not the less in the immediate presence of his God, who will never forsake 
him. May they hold in lasting remembrance his many virtues, and resolve to be 
prepared for a re-union in that spirit- world, where friends and kindred meet to 
part no more forever, and where sorrow never enters. 

His remains were interred on, the 1 7th insL with Masonic honors, by the Kene- 
saw Lodge, of Marietta. The concourse of people was large ; the services on the 
occasion, performed at the grave, were appropriate, solemn, and impressive.” 

Br. Moore— It is with feelings of sorrow I inform you of the death of a firm 
supporter of our Order. Thomas Whitney, Esqi of Shirley, died Jan. 14th, 
aged 73 years. He was beloved by his Brethren and Companions, and by all who 
knew him ; but the leveller of human greatness has swept him from the roll of the 
living, and reminded us that we too must sooner or later, throw aside our frail 
bodies to mingle with their native dust. Rest in sweet repose, thou venerable 
Brother ! Death, the Tyler of Eternity, has indeed ushered thee through the 
veil, but in another day the true and potent word shall be given at which thou 
shalt rise to a deathless immortality. 

In Framingham, Feb. 28th, of consumption, Br. Luther Horne, in the 56th 
year of his age. He was a worthy townsman and citizen, too generally known 
and respected to descend to the ^rave without more particular notice. In his 
family he was every thing that could be reasonably expected of a husband and a 
father. In the town, and in the religious society with which he attended public 
worship, he at various times held various and responsible offices, and discharged 
their respective duties with great correctness and punctuality. He was remark- 
able for sociability, and was kindly greeted in every circle. His fund of good 
humor seemed inexhaustible, and if he had any unpleasant duty to perform, he 
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accomplished it so as not to give offence. He was not a professor of religion, 
yet he cheerfully contributed his part toward its support, and uniformly attended 
upon the means of grace. Whenever and wherever his services were required, 
he was at the post of duty, ready to aid any object calculated to promote the 
happiness of his race. For about thirty years he was a pillar and ornament of 
Middlesex Lodge ; for a number of years its presiding officer, and often its repre- 
sentative in the Grand Lodge. He was strongly attached to the Masonic Institu- 
tion in the days of its prosperity, and in the days of its adversity his attachment 
became still stronger, and with the broad shield of his character and influence he 
protected it against the missiles of those who sought its overthrow. He was con- 
stant in his attendance at the meetings of the Lodge, and if on any occasion an 
officer was absent, he was ready for the time being to fill the vacancy. How can 
such a man live in a moral and religious community without being respected and 
beloved, or depart this life without being truly lamented ? On the 2d of March 
his remains were conveyed to their resting place, and buried with Masonic hon- 
ors. Like him may the mourning relatives, and the members of the Fraternity, 
live without reproach, and at death leave a character universally respected. 

At a meeting of Middlesex Lodge held on the 2d of March current, the follow- 
ing resolutions were unanimously adopted : — 

Resolved, That the recent decease of our valued Brother, Luther Horne, for 
many years an esteemed and active member and officer of Middlesex Lodge, 
calls for the expression of our grateful sense of his long and faithful services to 
the Fraternity, of his worth as a man, and of the unaffected sorrow with which we 
deplore his death. To the mourning family of the deceased we tender our most 
respectful and affectionate sympathies in their bereavement, and the assurance of 
the consideration, love and honor, in which we shall hold the memory of their 
dear deceased friend. 

Resolved , That we will wear the usual badge of mourning in token of our 
respect for our deceased Brother. 

Resolved , That the Secretary transmit a copy of these resolutions to the family 
of our deceased brother, and to the Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine, for publica- 
tion. Attest, Edward Holbrook, Secretary, 

Framingham, March 2d, 1844. 

In Charlestown, Mass, on the 15th of February last, Capt John Mitchell, 
aged 63. Br. Mitchell was one of the oldest living members of King Solomon’s 
Lodge, in which he had sustained various offices. He was at the time of his 
death, tyler, — a post he had held, we believe, for nearly thirty years. As a Ma- 
son he had ever been true to his engagements, and constant in the discharge of 
his duties ; and as a citizen he was highly respected, — not less for his honesty 
and uprightness, than for the kindness and benevolence of his character. He 
was buried by King Solomon’s Lodge, with Masonic honors. There were about 
seventy Brethren present in their regalia ; and being the first movement of the 
kind which had taken place in this vicinity for the last fifteen or twenty years, it 
excited a very considerable degree of interest. The new funeral service (as 
laid down in the Trestle-Board,) was performed at the grave by the Rev. E. M. 
P. Wells, in a peculiarly solemn and impressive manner. After which the 
Brethren returned to the Lodge room, and were dismissed. The whole business 
was conducted with great propriety, by the officers of the Lodge, and the im- 
pression made on the minds of the spectators was decidedly favorable. 
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fjTA P art of the excellent Address deliv- 
ered by our talented friend and Brother, the 
Rev. Albert Case, at Wilmington, N. C., 
will be found in the pages of the present 
number of the Magazine. We commend it 
lo our readers. The author is a devoted 
Brother, and takes enlarged and liberal 
views of the whole subject of Masonry. It 
is refreshing to hofd communion with such 
Brethren. 

J3rWe thank our correspondent at Jack- 
son, for his kind expressions, and will en- 
deavor to bear his request in mind when the 
proceedings shall come to hand. In the 
meantime, we do not hesitate to say, that 
any departure from the usual course of pro- 
ceedings, or the omission of any of the usnal 
forms, in order to avoid discussion, or to 
carry a point, was entirely unmasonic. Was 
there not som * foreign influence at work ? 

fl3“The Brother who writes from Mans- 
field, Ohio, shall have his request attended 
to. We shall send by the steamer which 
leaves for England on the 4th inst ,‘ but it is 
not probable his order will be answered un- 
der three or four months. 

3^ We shall be pleased to hear ftpm our 
correspondent atDemopolis, (Ala.) on the 
subject to which he refers, or any other of a 
Masonic character. He has our full author- 
ity to make the appointments he suggests, 
and our thanks for his kindness. 

l^rOur London correspondent writes us 
that the election of the Earl of Zetland to the 
vacant Grand Mastership of England, is cer- 
tain. He was probably elected at the quar- 
terly meeting held last mouth. 

]£^We are happy to perceive that ar- | 
rangements are making for a very general 
observance of the approaching festival of St. 
John. 

Expulsion. We are requested to state 
that Abram Congleton has been expelled from 
Masonry by St. John’s Lodge, at Kingston, 
N.C. 


Agents. Br. Joseph C. Baker is author- 
ized and requested to take the agency of 
the Magazine for Courtland, North Alabama. 
Br. D. Tamborin is an authorized agent for 
the Magazine for Vienna, Ala., and neigh- 
boring towns. — Br. T. S. Parvin, Esq. of 
Bloomington, Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge of Iowa, is an authorized agent for 
the Magazine for that Territory.— Brs. Has- 
kell and Kemm are authorized agents for 
Londonville, Richland Co. Ohio.— Br. Pat- 
rick Gorman is authorized and requested to 
take the agency of the Magazine for La- 
grange, Tenn., in place of Br. Johnson, re- 
moved. Br. J. will hereafter act as agent 
for Lamar, Miss. 

0*Br. Palmer having removed from Ben- 
ton, Ala., Br. John R. Somerville will act as 
agent for that place. Br. P. will take the 
agency for Demopolis and vicinity. 

To Correspondents. We acknowledge 
the receipt of an address delivered at Palmy- 
ra, Mo. on the 27th Dec. last, by Rev. Ezra 
Stiles Ely, D. D., which we shall take an 
early opportunity to read. 

We have received a pamphlet of eight pa- 
ges, published by authority of the Grand 
Lodge of Louisiana, entitled “ Appel de la 
Grande Loge au Public, pour servir de re- 
ponse a Particle du Propagateur Catholique,” 
and have made a translation, for which we 
shall try to find room next month. 

Our attentive Hartford correspondent is 
informed that we cannot form any definite 
opinion as to the number of monthly parts, 
or the price of Br. Oliver’s new work. The 
Dr. himself has not as yet determined either 
of these points. The next steamer from 
England may enable us to furnish a more 
satisfactory answer. 

We have a copy of an Address delivered 
at Washington, (Texas,) which will receive 
due attention. 

The “Funeral Address” by Br. Mackey of 
South Carolina, shall not be neglected. 

0O*We have the propeedings of several 
Grand Lodges, aud other bodies, on hand, 
all of which shall receive due attention. 
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works of piety. It was on* those occasions that our predecessors appeared 
to the world as architects, and were formed into a body, under salutary 
rules, for the government of those yrho were employed * in these works : 
since which builders have adopted the name of MasOns, as an honorary 
distinction and title to their profession, and I am induced to believe the 
name of Mason has its derivation from a fariguage, in which it implies 
some strong indication or distinction of the* nature of t He society.” 

Some writers on the subject,' entertaining similar views, have therefore 
endeavored to derive .the word from the Persian term Magus , w^ich, as 
adopted into the Latin, signifies a philosopher 4 pr priest among the Per- 
sians ; and does, to some extent, indicate the nature, of the Masonic, 
society. But this is all it has to recommend itself to our consideration, or 
to sustain the hypothesis that the word Masoh was so derived. The 
French Maison , signifies house, family, parentage, extraction, and, like- 
wise, a particular race of people. But it by no means follows, as has 
been suggested, that the designating term of our Craft was derived from 
this sou roe. It has also been contended that the name is compounded of 
the Greek words Maw, to seek, and 2oov, safe or perfect ; making Mawcroov, 
to seek something safe, useful or perfect, or to seek perfection and salva- 
tion ; and that Masonry is a corruption of MsoovQavso^ esse in medio cceli , 
to be in the middle of the heavens ; or to observe the heavenly bodies ; 
or, perhaps, by seeking sublime and heavenly wisdom, to dttain to happi- 
ness. This conjecture is much strengthened by the symbols used by the 
Fraternity. It has moreover been maintained, and prptty widely conce- 
ded, that the word Mason originally implied a member of a religious sect, 
and a professed -devotee of the Deity, “ who is seated in the centre of the 
heavens.” 

It is further contended that the terms in question had their origin in the 
Greek language, because {hat idiom is most adopted by -Masons. The 
Druids, when they committed any thing to writing, used the Greek alpha- 
bet ; and it is boldly claimed by Dr. Oliver, that the most perfect re- 
mains of their rites and ceremonies are preserved in the ceremonials of 
Masonry, that are to be found existing among mankind. The terms may 
have been derived from* or cewupted of, res arcana , mysteries, 

and Mvgrjs, sacris initiatus mysta , those initiated to sacred mysteries. But 
even this hypothesis, plausible as it is, is more applicable to some others 
of the ancient 'mystic associations than to the Masonic. 

We come to our own conjecture. If the Masonic Institution did not 
originate at the building of the first Temple at Jerusalem, it beyond all' 
question there received its consociated existence, and most probably its 
name, which we conjecture to be derived from the Greek word AiOoiopoo — 
Lapidarius, a cutter of stone,— Lapicida,, a digger of stone in a quarry , 
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a hewer of stone , a stone cutter , a Freemason ; or, in another word, a 
builder ; an appellation by which the workmen employed at the building 
of the Temple were designated « 44 The stone which the builders refused 
is become the head stone of the corner.” — (Psalms cxviii. 22.) We are 
told that the stones used in i building the Temple were prepared in the 
quarries, and that there w$re employed in carrying on the work, (exclu- 
sive of the levy under Adoniram and the bondmen,) 3,300 rulers, or over- 
seers of the people in working, and 80,000 stone-cutters, sculptors, layers, 
and builders. It appears, therefore, that a very large majority of the 
workmen engaged on the Temple, were workers in stone — stone-Masons. 
We are not aware of the existence of any evidence that the term Mason 
was originally used in a different sense, or implied anything more than 
the workmen employed by king Solomon in that magnificent enterprize. 

From these several hypotheses the reader will select that which in his 
judgment is the most reasonable and satisfactory. 


MASONIC SCHOOL IN MISSISSIPPI. 

Our Natchez correspondent communicates the following gratifying in- 
telligence. Not more gratifying to us, however, than it is honorable to 
our Brethren in Mississippi. 

44 You will be pleased to learn that we Masons at Natchez, have estab- 
lished a -Masonic Free School , to be supported by the surplus revenue of 
the Council, Chapter, and the three Lodges of the city. And we are 
now educating, at a comparatively small expense, not only all the orphan 
children of Master Masons, in the city, but our. own children. It is the 
first school established in Mississippi upon the 44 free principle,” and I 
really think that it is the best plan, for cities at least, which can be adopt- 
ed. The presiding officers of the above mentioned bodies, are, ex-officio, 
the Trustees. There are at present about forty scholars.” 

We rejoice in every project designed to educate or to meliorate the 
hard condition of the indigent orphan. Nor are we particular in what 
quarter or under what circumstances such projects may originate. The, 
end is what we regard, and this we esteem to be of so holy a character; 
that we are almost willing to believe that the attainment of it will sanc- 
tify any means. We have, therefore, on this subject, no sympathies in 
common with those who question the expediency of applying Masonic 
funds for the establishment of Masonic schools. We admit the strong 
claims of the indigent Brother, and acknowledge our solemn engagements 
to minister to his necessities. All this we will do. But our charity 
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must not stop here. The claims of his orphan ehildren cannot be disre- 
garded ; nor must they be postponed, through fear that our means maybe 
so exhausted, that the next Brother, who may require our aid, will be com- 
pelled to turn away pennyless. There is no danger of such a result. Ex- 
perience has fully established the truth of the position, that the more one 
gives in charity the more he will continue to give. When was the wor- 
thy Brother ever turned from the door of Masonry unrelieved ? Never, — 
nor will he ever be. Exhaust the treasury of the Lodge, and it matters 
not. There is a treasury which is always full, — the benevolent Masonic 
heart. Its discounts are certain,' if the drafts be accepted. 

The Grand Lodge of Missouri has set a splendid example to her sister 
Grand Lodges, in the purchase and establishment of the first Masonic 
College the Christian world ever beheld. She has erected a monument, 
which, if successfully carried on to its completion, will stand for ages as a 
beacon by which to direct the tempest-tost intellect over the quicksands of 
unprotected youth, to the haven of usefulness, virtue and happiness. We 
rejoice that her example is not without its influence ; and although others 
may not be able to do as much, it by no means follows that they should 
do nothing. Let all imitate the benevolent zeal of our Natchez Brethren, 
and the time will soon arrive when the uneducated orphan shall be a stran- 
ger in the household of Freemasonry. 


CAN A .GRAND LODGE OF YORK MASONS GRANT 
CHARTERS TO WORK IN THE FRENCH AND 
SCOTTISH RITES? 

The above inquiry is proposed by a Louisiana correspondent, and we 
presume is suggested by the practice of the Grand Lodge of that State, 
which issues charters for the erection of Lodges in the three Rites named, — 
a practice which we have always regarded as irregular and inconsistent. 
The Rite recognized in this country and throughout the English,. Irish 
and Scotch jurisdictions, we believe to be as near the ancient York , as that 
Rite can now be ascertained.* It is also practised in France and in most 
of the German States, — though the French, Modern, Egyptian, Scottish, 
and other Rites, prevail, in the latter countries, to a greater extent. The 
consequence of this state of things is, that irregula/ities and unpleasant mis- 
understandings frequently arise in the Fraternity, — partly growing out of 
the question of the rights of jurisdiction, and partly as to the legitimacy 


*There are some differences in the ritual as practised in each country, but not sufficient to 
affect the unity of the Rite. 
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and correctness of practice. We should greatly regret, on this account, 
if no other reason existed, the general introduction of any foreign Rite into 
this country. This, however, is not to be apprehended. The Grand 
Lodges and the Fraternity are too firmly settled in their present practice, 
to be materially affected by foreign innovation. 

The Grand Lqfdge of Louisiana is peculiarly circumstanced. The ma- 
jority of her members are French, or of French descent, and are naturally 
attached to the peculiar Rite practised by their fathers. Time will proba- 
bly lead her into a uniformity with her sister Grand Lodges in othet 
States. It may be asked, however, by what authority the Grand Lodge 
of Louisiana claims to exercise jurisdiction over three distinct and inde- 
pendent Rites ? The 44 Treaty of Union, Alliance, and Masonic Confeder- 
ation,” formed at Paris, in* 1834, for the regulation of the “Supreme 
Grand Councils of the 33d and last degree of the ancient and accepted 
Scottish Rite of Masonry,” and all Lodges subordinate thereto, or practis- 
ing said Rite, in America, the Netherlands, Naples, France and Brazil, 
contains the following articles : — 

' “ 3d. Different Rites naturally produce different powers which govern 
them, and each Rite is independent of ail the others .” 

44 5th. The action of the power of a Rite, whether dogmatic or adminis- 
trative, cannot legally extend except to the Masons of that Rite, obedient 
to the jurisdiction of that power.” 

The high contracting powers further declare — 

44 That no Masonic power, professing the ancient and accepted Scottish 
Rite, or any of its dependent associations, con, under any prttence what- 
ever, unite or associate with any other Masonic power , or with any as- 
sociation depending on another rite ; that it cannot , under any title or 
pretence whatever , become a section or dependence of any other Masonic 
power or association .” 

We presume the document from which the above extracts are made, is 
known to our Brethren in Louisiana, and its authority acknowledged by 
them. It is a very formal instrument, and of high pretensions. The 
Supreme Grand Council of France is regulated by its provisions, and #e 
presume this to be the case with all regularly authorised Councils of the 
Scottish rite. If any exist independently of this, they are probably spu- 
rious and would not be acknowledged by the legal authorities. If then 
the Grand Lodge of Louisiana be authorized to practise the Scottish Rite ; 
does she not depart from the terms of the 44 treaty of alliance,” (which is 
to be regarded as a kind of general constitution,) in mixing the Scottish with 
the Modern and York Rites ? On the other hand, if she acknowledge the 
authority of the York Constitution, is she authorized to practise any other 
than the York Rite? We think not. 
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GEN. MORGAN LEWIS. 

Oua readers will regret to learn that the distinguished Brother who has 
for many years past presided as Grand Master over the interests of the 
Fraternity in the State of New York, has been gathered to his fath- 
ers. He was elected Grand Master in 1829, and has been the unani- 
mous choice of his Brethren each succeeding year to the present time. 
He was greatly beloved by the Fraternity, not only in his own State, but 
wherever his name and his virtues were known ; and, in return, he loved 
the Fraternity. He was devotedly attached to its interests, and ever 
ready to second, and to advance by his influence, whatever was calcula- 
ted to promote its prosperity. It was our happiness to make his acquaint- 
ance a few years since, while attending a Masonic celebration in the in- 
terior of the State of New York. He was then, we believe, eightysix years 
of age ; but the fire of his intellect was burning , bright, and his love for the 
cause of Masonry, — his desire to advance its interests, and his attachment 
to its principles, — the goodness of his heart and the unshaken firmness 
of his Masonic integrity, — were manifested in the interest he exhibited 
and the ardor with which he spoke of the proceedings of the occasion, of 
the character and tendency of the Institution, and of the unjust persecu- 
tion to which it had then recently been subjected. The National Portrait 
Gallery furnishes the following biographical facts : — 

Gen* Lewis was the son of Francis Lewis, one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, and was bom in the city of New York, on 
the* 16th October, 1754. His classical education was principally acquir- 
ed At the Elizabethtown Academy and Princeton College. He gradua- 
ted 1773, and received the. degrees of Bachelor and Master of Arts. In 
the same year he entered, as a student at law, the office of the late Chief 
Justice Jay. In 1774, in expectation of the rupture which afterwards 
took place between the mother country and -her colonies, Mr. Lewis 
joined a company of young men, who united for military instruction and 
discipline. This little band, at a subsequent period, afforded the army of 
the revolution more than fifty of its best officers. 

In June, 1775, Mr. Lewis joined the army, then investing the town of 
Boston, as a volunteer. Towards the latter end of August, he returned 
to New York, and assumed the command, to which he had been elected, 
of the company of volunteers before mentioned. On the 25th of the same 
month, he was by an order of the provincial Congress posted with his 
company to cover a party of citizens, who were engaged in removing the 
arms, ordnance and military equipments from the arsenal on the Battery. 

In November of this year, the provincial Congress organized the mili- 
tia of the city of New York, under the command of the late Hon. John 
Jay, and Capt. Lewis was appointed Major. 
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In June, 1776, Gen. Gates was appointed to the command in Canada, 
and Major Lewis accompanied him as the chief of his Staff, with the rank 
of Colonel ; after the army retired from Canada, Congress appointed him 
quarter master general, for the northern department. While in this sit- 
uation Colonel Lewis rendered his country and his chief, much efficient 
service, as may be inferred from the several orders of Gen. Gates, to the 
army. He says, “In the event of another conflict with the enemy, all 
orders given on the field by the adjutant, or quarter master general, are 
to be considered as coming from head quarters, and to be obeyed accord* 
ingly ” 

On the morning of the 7th of October, the drums again beat to arms, 
and Col. Lewis was selected to repair to the scene of action, and watch 
the movements of the enemy, and the tide of battle. On the 16th, the 
Convention of Saratoga, settled the preliminaries of capitulation on the 
part of the enemy. After they had stacked their arms, they were con- 
ducted by Col. Lewis through a double line of American troops, to the 
rear of the encampment, whence they immediately commenced* their 
march to Boston. 

In 1778, Col. Lewis accompanied Gen. Clinton on an expedition against 
a predatory party consisting of British regulars, Brant’s savages, &c. &c. 
who were laying waste the fertile valleys of the Mohawk. On this occa- 
sion, he was honored by General Clinton with the command in advance. 

In 1780, he again marched with Gov. Clinton to Crown Point, on Lake 
Champlain, to cut off the retreat of the same hostile troops, who only esca- 
ped by a ruse of Indian ingenuity. 

At the close of the war, Col. Lewis returned to the profession of the 
law. He was again appointed Colonel commandant of a legionary corps 
of volunteer militia of the city of New York ; at the head of which he 
had the honor of escorting Gen. Washington at his first inauguration as 
President of the United States. 

In the same year, he was elected a representative from the city of 
New York to the State Assembly ; and the next year to the same situa- 
tion from the county of Dutchess, to which he had removed. He was also 
appointed one of the Judges of Common Pleas, and in December, 1791, 
was appointed Attorney General of the State. The next year he was 
raised to the bench of the Supreme Court, and in 1801 was commissioned 
Chief Justice of his native State. 

In 1804, he was elected Governor ; and having become ex-officio Chan- 
cellor of the University, his attention was drawn to the subject of general 
education, which he earnestly pressed on the consideration of the legisla- 
ture. 
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In 1810, Mr. Lewis was elected to the Senate from the middle district 
of the State of N. York, by a much larger majority than had ever before 
been given. 

In May, 1812, he was appointed quarter-master general of the armies 
of the United States, with the rank of brigadier. While in the discharge 
of the responsible duties of his office, Gen. Lewis not only rendered his 
country important services, but with a heart ever alive to the cause of the 
distressed, he successfully carried out his plans in meliorating the sad 
havoc which war ever carries in its train, both as connected with the hard- 
ships of his own countrymen, as well as that of the enemy. Through his 
instrumentality measures were taken to bring from captivity, those who 
could not avail themselves of a cartel of exchange on account of a 
destitution of means, which could not be obtained in an enemy’s country. 
Gen. Lewis, by his personal responsibility, overcame these difficulties, 
which were extended both to friend and enemy. By the treasury books, 
it appears that Gen. Lewis advanced a sum little less than fifteen thou- 
sand dollars, and this at a time, when, according to Col. Worth, “ the 
treasury was empty, and public credit nearly extinguished.” During 
this time several British officers were, taken prisoners on the lake, by 
Com. Chauncey, who were brought into Sacket’s Harbor, destitute of funds 
and clothing, their baggage having been in another vessel, which esca- 
ped. These gentlemen applied to Gen. Lewis for assistance, which was 
readily granted. In a draft upon Col. Baynes of the British forces, for- 
warded by a flag, in which an answer was returned, a postscript is ad- 
ded — “ That Sir George Provost begs to assure Gen. Lewis, that any fu- 
ture advances he may in his discretion make to British prisoners, will be 
immediately repaid on presentment of their draft with his endorsement.” 

Neither is the worth and excellence of Gov. Lewis, to be confined to 
his public life. Mr. Landon, who was his Agent for upwards of thirty 
years, died a few years since, and left the following, which were found 
among his papers. They were furnished by his son, to the editor of the 
National Portrait Gallery. The General in a note to him, says — “ Every 
tenant, who has himself, or whose son living with his father, has served in 
the course of the last war, either in the regular army or militia, is to have a 
year’s rent remitted for every campaign he has so served, either person- 
ally or by substitute. A regular discharge during a campaign on account 
of sickness, to be considered as serving a campaign.” 

It being stated, to the General, shortly after, that his tenants who had 
not served in the army, had not been able to improve their farms to ad- 
vantage, in consequence of the diminution of labor, he sent to his Agent 
the following : 
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“ Mr. Landon will remit to such tenants as are actually resident on 
their farms, all arrearages of rent accrued during their own residence up 
to the 1st day of February last. Dated October 2d, 1816.” 

This sum, thus released, according ta Mr. Lahdon, amounted to up- 
wards of seven thousand four hundred dollars. 

In March, 1817, Gen. Lewis was promoted to the rank of Major Gen- 
eral, and was ordered to the Niagara frontier. He assumed the com- 
mand of his division on the 17th of April. Shortly after, the force under 
his command was augmented, until it amounted to 4,500 men, when he 
made a successful descent on the British side of the Niagara river, near 
Fort George, which resulted in its capture. From this time, until the 
close of the war, he was actively and efficiently engaged in the service of 
his country. 


A- REPRINT OF THE MAGAZINE. 

We are in almost daily receipt of orders for complete sets of the Mag- 
azine, from its commencement , which wc are, and have been for more 
than a year past, unable to furnish. Our Agent at New Orleans writes 
as follows : — 

M There is constant inquiry for the first and second volumes of the 
Magazine. Can they be furnished, — say by a reprint 7 Suppose you 
advertise for subscriptions for a reprint of 1000 copies, to be bound, &c. 
I will take fifty of each, and perhaps a hundred. I know that they can 
be disposed of in a short time. Take the subject into consideration, and 
if you find that it can be done, let us know it. Set your agents to work 
forthwith.” 

This is liberal and to the purpose, and if the same spirit prevail to any 
considerable extent, the work proposed can be easily and readily accom- 
plished. We are willing to try the experiment. It will, however, be ne- 
cessary to reprint the three volumes , because we now have less than a 
hundred and fifty copies of the present volume on hand, and they will 
soon be exhausted. If we begin, therefore, we must go through the whole 
work. We will make arrangements, however, to furnish odd volumes, if 
ordered before the reprinting is commenced. We propose then to reprint 
the entire work, so far as it has progressed, and furnish it to subscribers 
on the following conditions, viz : — 

1. The three volumes, handsomely half-bound, with morocco backs 

and comers, at $6 00 

2. Tfye three volumes , bound with paper covers, (which may be 

sent by mail,) $5 00 
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3. Single copies, of first or second volume, half bound as above, $2 00 

4. Single copies, of first or second volume, with paper covers, $1 50 

The reprinting will be commenced as soon as 1000 subscribers are ob- 
tained. Our agents will receive subscriptions. Orders may also be for- 
warded directly to the editor ; but they must in all cases come free of 
postage. 

As the undertaking, if proceeded in, will be an expensive one, we wish 
it to be distinctly understood, that the agent or Brother transmitting sub- 
scriptions, will be held responsible for their prompt payment on the deliv- 
ery of the work. They will therefore be cautious in receiving none but 
responsible names. The subscribers will pay the expenses of transporta- 
tion, whether by mail or otherwise. If the work goes on, agents who may 
procure ten subscribers for full sets, will be entitled to the eleventh for 
their services, and in the same proportion for parts of sets. We make 
the proposals in compliance with the desire expressed by our correspon- 
dent. A moderate degree of exertion on the part of our agents would 
probably ensure the success of the undertaking. The matter is in their 
hands. 


MASONIC MELODIES. 

Our readers will be gratified to learn that the volume of Masonic Melo- 
dies, sometime since announced as being in course of preparation by IL 
W. Brother Thomas Power, has been printed and is now ready to be 
delivered to subscribers, and such Lodges and members of the Fraternity 
as may desire it. We have already spoken of its merits, and published 
sufficient of its contents to enable our readers to judge of it for themselves. 
The volume contains one hundred and fourteen Masonic Lyrics, adapted 
to every occasion, public and private, which will be likely to arise in 
the transaction of the ordinary Masonic duties and ceremonies of the 
Lodge, Chapter, Council, or Encampment. It forms a beautiful, as well 
as useful Lodge book, and we most cordially commend it to the favor of 
the Fraternity. It is worthy of their patronage— of the Institution, and 
of its gifted author. The following extract from the preface will more 
fully explain the character of the work : 

“ In presenting this little volume to the Masonic Fraternity, it is natu- 
ral that some anxiety should be felt. It will readily be seen that a course 
has been pursued differing, in some of its characteristics, from that of its 
predecessors. The principal differences are of a negative character, the 
book having neither table convivialities, nor the usually introduced claims 
of divine affinities and mysteries. This is ail that is necessary to be said 
of its qualities. 
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M No apology is asked for its deficiencies, no forbearance is asked for 
its errors. It is written for the Brethren of the Masonic Institution ; and 
from them every indulgence will be extended. From its enemies no fa- 
vors are asked or expected. 

41 In preparing the book, — humble in its dimensions, but ambitious in 
its purposes, — embarrassments have risen in the selection of topics, and in 
the conjunction of appropriate music, which they only can appreciate who 
have made the trial. Differences of sound judgment, and differences of 
good taste, mupt necessarily exist. But it is proper to say, if the experi- 
ment is a failure, it is not for the want of the greatest solicitude, nor the 
most untiring labor. But in the latitude which is here allowed to subjects, 
the writer has not permitted himself to record a line repugnant to sensi- 
bility , or offensive to morals . 

44 It will be seen that a leading feature of the book is seriousness. But 
this is in compliance with the first great principle of our Order ; for, in 
every degree, this leading point is constantly impressed on the hearts and 
consciences of the members — Dependence on God. This dependence 
is recognized ki the first stanza, and in the last it is most solemnly re- 
membered. It is preferable to the writer that the work should wholly 
fail with a recognition of these qualities and principles, than that it should 
succeed with their antagonist qualities and principles. It may be too se- 
rious ; and yet, if the best forms of our Institution are kept in view, it is 
impossible not to feel that the most grave subjects, sober illustrations, and * 
religious influences, are combined with its beautiful feature — Chahity. 
This feature of the Institution cannot be relinquished without doing injus- 
tice to its high purposes. 

44 It was a point of sincere desire to prepare a book of Masonic Lyrics 
which might be placed with the music and songs of the domestic circle ; 
that might be sung there, without offending good taste or intelligence. It 
was designed to make it essentially a combination of Songs of the Affec- 
tions and Songs of Devotion ?” 

The work is beautifully printed on entirely new type and fine paper, 
and will be found to be a desirable acquisition to the private Masonic 
library as well as to the Lodge. The terms may be learned from the 
publisher’s advertisement, on the covers. 


A POETICAL ADDRESS, 

Written by Brother J. Lee Stevens, and spoken on Wednesday, the 24th of June, in Free- 
masons* Hall,<LoiKlon, by Brother George Bennett, at the Fifth Anniversary Festival 
in aid of the Asylum for Worthy Aged and Decayed Freemasons. 

When I was young in boyhood’s early spring, 

Ere emulation falter’d on the wing— 

Ere Hope to Prudence had her ear inclined— 

Or fancy ceased reality to blind— 

How I aspired my compeers to outpace, 

And with my seniors run the stirring face ; 

How long’d to leave the youthful and secure, 

And risk the perils of the more mature. 
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Selecting him in manhood’s class who shone 
As the most favor’d— the most happy one — 

From whom of joy there was withholden nought, 

I thus his life apostrophized in thought: — 

“ Behold him, at the concert or the ball, 

All eyes attract, and ev’ry heart enthrall — 

The young approach him with admiring love — 

The watchful aged praise him or approve — 

The fairest give him glances warm and bright — 

The wisest listen to him with delight! 

Again, behold him, at the altar’s side 
Wedding a peerless, young, and loving bride, 

Whose maiden blushes seem to prelude this 

As a sure advent of unceasing bliss 1 

See, commerce tempt him next to mend his state, 

And boundless wealth on wealth accumulate ; 

Whilst honor, with a chaplet for his brow, 

And eager homage, come to crown him riow,” 

Alas 1 how impotent is human pow’r 
To scan the future by the present hour l 
Pleasure, love, honor, fortune, his may be 
Fbr years on years, yet he be doom’d to see 
Pleasure diminish, love itself decay — 

Honor abandon— fortune fade away — 

Until poor, aged, friendless and unknown, 

He walks a mourning wreck through life, alone f 
Such was his fate— my boyhood’s envied one — 

For ah ! misfortune frown’d upon his path — 

Death pour’d around the vial of his wrath, 

Drop aftesrdrop; and there were none to share 
Even his woes, or save him from despair ! 

Yet he, the happiest one of earlier years, 

Had often wiped away affliction’s tears— 

Had often with Masonic love and zeal, 

Stretch’d forth his hand a Brother’s wounds to heal ; 

Had often proved a parent to the child 
Of orphanage— had often too beguiled 
The widow’s sorrow, or the mother’s grief j 
And never, having means, withheld relief ! 

Shall he then, totter helpless to the grave 7 
For one like him is there no friend to save ? 

Has Masonry no home, in such distress, 

For one the homeless hod such cause to bless 7 

Forbid it you, who cherish human kind ! 

Nor to this humble homily be blind 
Whate’er your station now, the time may come 
When even you, may vainly seek a home 
In which to shelter your declining years ! 

Aid, then, the noble effort that uprears 
A meet Asylum for Masonic Poor / 

Give, without stinting, to the goodly store — 

Give, Masons ! that reproach be yours no more— 

That food and raiment, comfort and repose 

May cheer your aged friends, and haply soothe their woes. 
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THE FREEMASON’S LEXICON. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN. 


[Continued from page 17P.] ‘ 

Anzahl der Freimacrer LOger and Freimaurer, Number of Freemasons' 
Lodges and of Freemasons . — As we, at the present day , have no means whatever 
of ascertaining the number of memhfers who were initiated into the ancient mys- 
teries, — as, for example, the Pythagoreans, the Templars, &c. — we cannot form a 
correct idea of their influence or of their extent. It cannot therefore be super- 
fluous to say a few words here with regard to the number of Free and Accepted 
Masons, and of the extension of the Order, through the means of its members, 
over the whole surface of the earth, more especially as it is already distinguished 
for the rapidity with which it has spread its branches over every habitable part cf 
the globe; as its objects are purely moral, as both princes and subjects partici- 
pate in its benefits ; as it requires neither rank, nor riches, nor great learning in 
the candidate for its mysteries. Neither does it mix itself up with worldly busi- 
ness ; forms no party in the State, as every individual member of the Order is 
bound to submit to the laws of the country in which he resides, and is not allow- 
ed to interfere in causing an alteration of the government 

In calculating the present number of Freemasons, we will take the average 
number of the members of the Lodges under the Grand Lodge at the Three 
Globes, for a standard. In the year 1817, there were 70 Lodges, with 6300 mem- 
bers, or an average of 90 members to each Lodge. 


Number of Lodges under the Grand Lodge, Three Globes, Berlin . 
44 44 44 National Grand Lodge 

44 44 44 Royal York Grand Lodge 

44 44 44 Grand Lodge, Hamburgh . 

44 44 44 Grand Lodge, Frankfort-on-the-Maine 

44 44 44 Grand Lodge, Hanover . 

44 44 44 Grand Lodge, Dresden 

Independent Lodges in Germany .... 
Under the Grand Lodge of Great Britain* . 

44 44 44 of France . 

44 44 • 44 of Holland . • . 

44 44 44 of Switzerland .... 

44 44 44 of Denmark .... 

44 44 44 of Sweden “ 

44 44 44 of Russia ..... 


70 

44 

so- 

il 

4 

14 
10 
25 

300 

300 

100 

20 

10 

10 

15 


Making together . . Lodges 953 


According to the average number taken above, of 90 members to a Lodge, we 
have in Europe alone, 85,770 Freemasons. We may take 100,000 for the num- 
ber; for many Brethren live inactive, or in countries where there are no Lodges 
allowed to be held, as Bavaria, Baden, Wirtemberg, Austria, Italy, Spain, and 
Portugal, without taking into account the members of the Order who live in 
other parts of the world. The author of the 44 Flaming Star” gives the number at 
10,000,000 ; Nicolai, in his Inquiries into the Accusations brought against the 
Templars, at 5,000,000 ; Meiners, in his 44 Anecdotes of Religion,” at 2,000,000 ; 
and Stark, in his work upon the 44 Ancient and Modem Mysteries,” at 1,000,000. 
How much good may. be done, if each of those Brethren, and they are all pledg- 
ed to do so, gave only a small sum more to the poor annually than he would have 
done if he hod not had this extra motive for so doing. If the Spirit of Freema- 


♦The number of Lodges under the Grand Lodge of England, in 1817, was 650 — Ed. 
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sonry coaid point the inquiring mind to nothing but to the numbers who have 
been initiated into the sacred mysteries, and the benefits which its disciples 
have conferred upon mankind from its commencement to the present moment, it 
would still present a most extraordinary phenomenon, — more extraordinary than 
any other mysterious or profane Order ; of which it is certain that none have 
ever, by their own strength, arrived at such a degree of greatness, durability, and 
extension. 

He who collects materials for the history of this society acts a more important 
part than all the monkish chroniclers put together, who have left so many jour- 
nals of the pious inactivity of their Brethren. 

Arbeiser, Labor. — An important word in Freemasonry — we may say the 
most important It is for this sole reason alone, that a person must be made a 
Freemason; all other reasons are incidental and unimportant, or unconnected with 
it Labor is commonly the reason why meetings of the Lodge are held, but do 
we every time receive a proof of activity and industry ? The work of an opera- 
tive Mason is visible, if even it be very often badly executed ; and he receives 
his reward if his building is thrown down by a sform in the next moment He is 
convinced that he has been active ; so rftust also the Brother Freemason labor. 
His labor must be visible to himself and unto his Brethren, or, at the very least, 
it must be conducive to his own inward satisfaction. As our building is neither 
like the visible Temple of Solomon, nor the Pyramids of the Egyptians, so must 
our industry be proved in works which are imperishable. When we vanish from 
the eye of mortals, then must our Brethren be able to say, “ His labor was good, 
and he is called to his reward But we must not think that as Free and Accep- 
ted Masons we are bound to labor in the Lodge only. The Lodge of a genuine 
Mason extends from the east to the west, from the north to the south, from the 
centre of the earth unto the clouds. Many Brethren who never visit a Lodge, 
are yet more active laborers than others who never miss one ; there are even 
many of the uninithted who are more diligent laborers than others that are ini- 
tiated. If a Lodge allows its labor to become visible to the eyes of its fellow- 
citizens, it is not tor this reason to be censured ; for it is for the sake of its labor 
that the state grants it its protection. We must be especially careful to conduct 
ourselves to all our Brethren, and to all those who are related to them, in such a 
manner as to prove ourselves true Masonic laborers. 

Arch Konigliche, Royal Arch. — A high Masonic Chapter in England ; has 
been known about seventy years. The substance of the Royal Arch is taken 
from the second Jewish temple. 

Archivar, Archivist. — An officer who is not necessary in all Lodges, and who 
is commonly found only in Grand Lodges, in which Lodges he is styled Grand 
Archivist He who is chosen to fill this office must be a man who has gone 
through all the degrees in the Lodge, and who may not only be entrusted with 
the most important documents, but who knows how to prize them according to 
their value. 

Arithmetic, Arithmetic . — The science of Arithmetic is indispensable to the 
architect, and highly prized by him* It is a very ancient science, and was per- 
fected in ancient Greece. Far be it from every Mason to give himself up to the 
superstitious practice of foretelling future events by the science of Arithmetic ; 
but he knows that it is by the assistance of Arithmetic that we have discovered 
the courses of the heavenly bodies ; that without its assistance we could not 
know when the moon would shine, when it would be ebb or flood, when summer 
or winter would commence. He is not satisfied with this knowledge, but is ever 
anxious to avoid the imputation of having miscalculated himself, and to obey the 
command, “Give an account of thy stewardship.” 

Arm eng elder, und Wohlthatigkeit, Poor-money and Benevolence. — At the 
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conclusion of every Masonic meeting, whether it be a Lodge for labor, or a sup- 
per Lodge, a collection is made for the poor, and the cash collected is handed 
over to the Almoner. These collections are generally largest on St John’s day, 
and on other festivals of the Lodge, and at those times much depends upon the 
W. M. If he possesses the art ot wanning the hearts of the Brethren by his de- 
scription of the pleasure of contributing towards relieving the necessities of our 
suffering Brethren, they will cheerfully augment the amount of their subscrip- 
tions, and not forget the poor weep while they rejoice. For encouragement at 
those collections, we have many most excellent songs. When necessity presses, 
every Lodge must not only faithfully apply the cnsh so collected, but must also 
have recourse to the principal Lodge fund ; at the same time, Masonic charity 
must embrace & much wider sphere than merely collecting and distributing cash 
to the poor. 

Asiatic System or Order or the Knights and Brethren or St. John 
the Evangeli st, from Asia . — These Knights appeared about the year 1780, and 
the originator, or, at least, the first active extender of this system was the Frei- 
herr Eckervon Eckhofen. In this Bystem should be found the pure explanation 
of all Masonic symbols, signs, and words : but in 1784, the Lodges of this Order 
ceased. Its name is parUy explained by the four following creations which the 
system acknowledged. 1st The invisible creation, Aziloth, the creation beyond 
the bounds of time. 2d. The first universal visible creation called Beria. 3d 
The spiritual creation, Tezira. 4th. The creation of the world, called Asta. 
The history of the Asiatic Brethren is derived from the Apocalypse, and its ob- 
jects were Rosicrucian, Cabalistic, and Theosophic. All the names in the Order 
were Hebraick, and they had a Synedrim. The degrees in which they wrought 
were — 1st. The first probationary degree of the Candidate. 2d. Second degree 
of the afflicted. 3rd. First degree of the initiated Knights and Brethren from 
Asia. 4th and 5th. Principal degree of Wise Master, Grand Master, or Royal 
Priest, and pure Rosicrucian, or Melchisedec degree. The Secretary of State 
Boehman, in Stockholm, was very active in this Order. 

Aspirant, Candidate . — A person who has expressed a desire to be initiated, 
and who strives to prepare himself for initiation. He, at the same time, has no 
claim to this title until the Lodge to which he has applied declares him to be a 
candidate. 

Astroba, Astrea . — The Goddess of Justice dwelt with mortals, but their vices 
and crimes, which she could not restrain, disgusted her so much, that she was com- 
pelled to return to Heaven, from whence this charming goddess has never again 
revisited the earth to preside over the tribunals of mortals, for which reason she 
is generally represented as hoodwinked. Mythology further informs us, that 
while she was a dweller on this earth, she was so satisfied with the justice of the 
spirit of Freemasonry, that she took it with her into her sanctuary, where she 
awaits the Brethren of the Order, to bless them with all the pleasure she is able 
to communicate. 

Astrology, or Prophecying by the Stare — Is the imaginary art of foretelling 
the events which are to occur to the'world, and to private individuals, by the mo- 
tions and brilliancy of the stars. Astrology has the honor of being the most 
ancient superstition in the world ; it is through this means that we often find this 
deceptive art mentioned in the mystical works on Freemasonry. Copernicus, and 
his successors in the study of the starry firmament, have supplanted the art of 
Astrology by proving that all the movements of the heavenly bodies tend to pro- 
mote the honor and glory of the Great Architect of the Universe. 

[to bk Continued.] 
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PRESENTATION OF A PAST MASTER’S JEWEL, 

TO BROTHER A G. MACKEY, M. D. 

At a special meeting of Solomon’s Lodge, No. I, A. F. M., held at Masonic 
Hall, Charleston, S. C. on Saturday evening, Dec. 17th, 5843, the following Pre- 
amble and Resolutions were unanimously adopted : — 

“ Whereas, Solomon’s Lodge, No. 1, has been highly honored with a wise and 
attentive Master, during the past year, in the person of Brother Albert G. Mack- 
ey, who by his attention every Lodge night, and his constant zeal for Masonry, 
united with a thorough knowledge of its ritual, has done much to promote the in- 
terests of this Lodge, and proved himself a true Jlcaeian, and by his urbanity as 
a presiding officer has gained our full approbation — 

“Therefore, be it Resolved, That this Lodge regards Worshipful Brother Al- 
bert G. Mackey, as an Esoteric Mason, and as a token of our respect and es- 
teem for him as a man and a Mason, and of our gratitude for his invaluable ser- 
vices to this Lodge, a Past Master's Jewel , properly engraved, be prepared to be 
presented to him in the name of this Lodge. 

“ Resolved , That a Committee of three • be appointed to procure the same for 
presentation. 

“ Resolved , That the Secretary be directed to furnish Brother Mackey with a 
copy of the above preamble and resolutions. » 

“ Extract from the Minutes. 

“Henry Stedenburo, Secretory.” 


ANTHEM, 

By Brother Albert G. Mackey, M. D., Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of South Car- 
olina. Sung at the Celebration of St. John’s Day, 6843, in Charleston, S. C. 

All hail to the day— ’t is our great Jubilee, 

And earth from its east to its westernmost border, 

As the sun rises brightly our Brethren will see, 

Assembled to hallow the birth of our Order. 

From the snow cover’d Andes to Ind’s sunny plains 
In each spot that has witness’d the Omnific word, 

Now in chorus are rising harmonious strains, 

And the thanksgiving voice of the Mason is heard. 

Be all glory to Him iq his heavenly court, 

Who gave form to existeuce and darkness dispersed, 

Him— whose Wisdom contrived and whose Strength shall support 
The full Beauty of Light at Creation that burst. 

Feed his altars with incense, ye Children of Light ; 

Fill his courts with rejoicing, ye Brethren of Love, 

*T ill call’d from this earth to yon realms ever bright, 

Ye shall mix in the Lodge of Celestials above. 
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A FUNERAL ADDRESS, 

Delivered at Masonic Hall, Charleston, S. C., on Tuesday evening, Nov. 2ist, 1843, before 
St John’s Mark Lodge, No. 1, in Commemoration of ihe Death of its Junior Warden, 
Brother Julius L. Wood. By Brother Albert G. Mackey, M. D., Worshipful Master 
of Solomon’s Lodge, No. 1, and S. Warden of St. John’s Mark Lodge. Published in the 
Magazine by resolution of St. John’s Lodge. 

Thou art gone to the grave ! and its mansion forsaking 
Perchance thy weak spirit in fear lingered long j 
But the mild rays of Paradise beamed on thy waking, 

And the sound which thou heardst was the Seraphim’s song. 

Heber. 

We have met my Brethren on no festive occasion. Death, inexorable death, 
has been among us ; his victim is one whom we all well loved, and we are con- 
gregated this evening to mingle our grief for his early, his unexpected depar- 
ture, And to cherish his memory, by dwelling on his many Masonic virtues. Yet 
melancholy as is the object of this assembly, it is not unattended with its sweet 
associations. There is in death this eminent and ever existent advantage, 
that though it mav despoil us of our best and dearest friends, its visitations leave 
behind a lesson of utility to the living. Pride is checked in its bold and assum- 
ing step, wealth is shorn of its meretricious boastings, envy loses its envenomed 
sting, and malice is robbed of its chalice of gall. Death which conquers all 
things leaves not the evil passions of man un vanquished ; and hence has it been 
said of old, that “ it is better to go to the house of mourning than to the house of 
feasting” — for in the one we nurse our follies, and in the other we learn those 
lessons of mortality which prepare us for another and a better world. 

To the Master Mason these lessons are not new. They form a part of the rit- 
ual in which he has been exercised, and they are expected to bring with them 
those salutary influences, which on an occasion like this, are required to be ex- 
erted. To the Master Mason the acacia is known. Its mystic meaning has 
been revealed to him, and a cheering hope has been established in his bosom of 
another state of being ; when raised from the darkness of earth to the light of 
heaven — from the grave of mortality to the life of immortality, he shall ascend at 
the omnific word of the Grand Master of the Universe, to that Lodge of celestials 
whose labors have forever ceased, but whose refreshments are eternal. 

There is in Masonry this peculiar beauty, that its ritual not only enlarges the 
mind but improves the heart. Its precepts not only teach us how to live, but, ex- 
tending their influence to the last moments of life, instruct us how to die. The 
solemn ceremonies of the third degree, when properly appreciated, fill the mind 
with sensations of reverence and awe that are not easily forgotten. And the last, 
dread 9cene of initiation is but a type of that state, the stedfast hope of which can 
alone “ administer comfort in the time of trouble.” 

Not then to men who scoff at religion and its tenets as the dream of an enthu- 
siast, or the device of a knave, am I now addressing myself ; but to men who feel 
and know that death is not annihilation, but rather the beginning of true exist- 
ence, of which life was but the preparation — to men, glorying in the name of 
“ true acacians” which the profound Hutchinson has conferred upon us, feel, and 
believe and know, that though virtue be for a time entombed amid the filth and 
rubbish of this earthly temple of the body, it shall at length be raised in gloiy to 
dwell in tfte courts of the living God, and to be placed near the Holy of Holies. 

In an assemblage animated by such sentiments of purity and truth, it is plea- 
sing to indulge in those topics of consolation which are most meet to soothe the 
heart of the bereaved, and which are best calculated to encourage the hopes of 
the desponding. Those topics are to be found not in the teachings of the philos- 
opher nor the speculations of the moralist The wisdom of Plato and the learn- 
ing of Aristotle furnish no balm for the wounded spirit The stoic may smile at 
physical pain, and suffer disease without a groan, but the death of those whom 
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in life he best loved, will shake his iron nerves and melt his frozen heart. The 
Epicurean may studiously flee from scenes of misery, and seek in pleasure the 
only good, but death will come when it will come, and his holiday doctrines will 
furnish him with no antidote for its certain sting. It is in religion only and in 
religion’s handmaid, Masonry, that we should seek and shall find that never fail- 
ing stream of consolation that will vigorate the soul with the blessing of peren- 
nial hope — those tenets which make the widow’s tears to cease, and the orphan’s 
cry to be hushed, and which enable the surviving as well as the departing to ex- 
claim “ Oh ! death where is thysting ! Oh ! grave where is thy victory !’* 

What my Brethren is Masonry but a shadowing forth of life in all its continued 
struggles with the infirmity of nature, its occasional victories and its temporary 
triumphs until the last decisive conquest is gained, and death claims his victim. 
This lesson is its object and its end as a science. To produce this impression 
all its initiatory ceremonies are conducive. The resistance and yet admission — 
the obstructions always overeome but continually repeated — the demand for that 
which cannot be found — the darkness succeeded by light, and yet light which 
is not perfect — and the last great scene which would be all gloom were it not for 
the never dying verdure of the acacia — all teach our dependence on a something 
beyond self-- a subordination to a superior and superintending power — an imbe- 
cility which needs support — a darkness which needs a guide — an ignorance 
which needs an instructor. 

And we have all enjoyed the advantage of these great moral lessons — through 
these trials we have all passed — these obstructions we have overcome, and this 
blessed light of knowledge we have all received, and we have come here this 
evening to practise those precepts that we have been taught in our progress 
through Masonry, and to deplore with sincere grief but with humble resignation 
the loss of a Companion and a Brother. Let us then occupy the moments which 
we shall devote to this melancholy object, in the contemplation of that Order 
which he loved so well, considered simply as a science of etnics, and in that view 
the outlines of which I have already attempted to sketch. 

*#*###« 

Masonry is progressive. The ancient philosophers, in the establishment of 
their respective sects, divided their schools into two kinds, exoteric and esoteric. 
In the exoteric school, instruction was given in public places, the elements of 
science, physical and moral, were unfolded, and those principles which ordinary in- 
telligences could grasp and against which common minds would not revolt, were 
inculcated in places accessible to all whom curiosity or a love of wisdom con- 
gregated. But the more abstruse tenets of their philosophy were reserved for a 
chosen few, who, united in an esoteric school, received in the secret recesses of 
the Master’s dwelling, lessons too strange to be' acknowledged, too pure to be 
appreciated by the vulgar crowd who in the morning had assembled at the public 
lecture. 

Thus in some measure is it with Masonry. Its system, taken as a whole, is, it 
is true, strictly esoteric in its construction* Its disciples are taught a knowledge 
which is forbidden to the profane, and it is only in the adytum of the Lod^e that 
these lessons are bestowed, and yet viewed in itself and unconnected with the 
world without, Masonry contains within its bosom an exoteric and an esoteric 
school, as palpably divided as were those of the ancient sects, with this simple 
difference, that the admission or the exclusion in the latter case was involuntary, 
and dependent solely on the will of the instructor, while in the former it i a 
entirely voluntary, and dependent on the will of the disciple. In the sense in 
which I wish to convey the terms, every Mason on his initiation is exoteric — he 
beholds before him a beautiful fabric, the exterior of which he has alone examin- 
ed, and with this examination he may possibly remain satisfied — many, alad ! 
too many, are. If so, he will remain an exoteric Mason. But there are others 
whose curiosity is not so easily gratified— they desire a further and more inti- 
mate knowledge of the structure that has been presented to their view — they 
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enter and examine its internal form — they traverse its intricate passages, they 
explore its hidden recesses and admire and contemplate its magnificent apart- 
ments, — their knowledge of the edifice is thus enlarged, and with more exten- 
sive they have purer views of the principles of its construction than have fallen 
to the lot of their less inquiring Brethren. These men become exoteric Masons. 
The hidden things of the order are to them familiar as household words, — they 
constitute the Masters in Israel who are to guide and instruct the less informed — 
and to diffuse light over paths which to all others are obscure and dark. 

There is between these studious Masons and their slothful uninquiring Breth- 
ren, the same difference in the views they take of Masonry as there is between 
the artist and the peasant in their respective estimation of an ancient painting — 
it may be of a Raphael or a Reubens. Tho peasant gazes with stupid wonder or 
with cold indifference on the canvass redolent with life, without the excitation of 
a single emotion in his barren soul. Its colors mellowed to a rich softness by 
the hand of time are to him less pleasing that the gaudy tints which glare upon 
the sign of his village inn, and its subject, borrowed from the deep lore of his- 
tory or the bold imaginings of poesy, are less intelligible to him than the daubed 
print which hangs conspicuously at his cottage fireside. And he is amazed to 
see this paltry piece of canvass bought with the treasures of wealth and guarded 
with a care that the brightest jewel would demand in vain. 

But to the eye of the artist how different the impression conveyed. To him 
every thing beams with light, and life, and beauty. To him it is the voice of art 
speaking in the language of nature. Prometheus-like he sees the warm blood 
gushing through the blue veins, and the eye beaming with a fancied animation — 
the correctness of its outlines — the boldness of its foreshortenings, where the 
limbs appear ready to burst from the canvass — the delicacy of its shadows and 
the fine arrangement of its lights, are all before him, subjects of admiration, on 
which he could forever gaze, and examples of instruction which he would fain 
imitate. 

And whence arises this difference of impression produced by the same object 
on two different individuals ? It is not from genius alone, for that unaided brings 
no light to the mind, though it prepares it for its reception. It is cultivation 
which enlarges the intellect and fits it as a matrix for the birth of those truths 
which find in the mind of ignorance no abiding place. 

And thus it is with Masonry. As we cultivate it as a science, its objects be- 
come extended — as our knowledge of it increases, new lights burst forth from its 
inmost recesses, which to the inquisitive Mason burn with bright effulgence, but 
to the inattentive and unsearching, are but as dim and fitful glimmerings. 

And are we here this evening of the exoteric or the esoteric school of Mason- 
ry ? Have we studied its hidden beauties and excellencies or have we supinely 
rested content with the knowledge we received at the pedestal, nor sought to 
pass beyond the porch of the temple ? If we have, we are not prepared to find in 
our Royal Art those lessons which befit a bed of death or a house of mourning, 
and to all purposes except those of social meeting and friendly recognition, Ma- 
sonry is then to us a sealed book. 

If by these brief allusions to the internal philosophy of Masonry, I have excited 
in any present a desire to seek and to cultivate it, the few moments thus passed 
around a Brother’s memory, have not been fruitlessly occupied. Advance then 
my Brethren in these rarely trodden paths ; the labor of such a pursuit is itself 
refreshment, and the reward is greater than you would at first conceive. Fresh 
flowers bloom at every step, and the prospect on every side is so filled with beau- 
ty and enchantment, that ravished at the sight you rush on with enthusiasm from 
fact to fact, and from truth to truth, until the whole science of Masonry lies be- 
fore you, invested With a new form and sublimity. 

With these views of Masonry as a system of religious philosophy before us, 
let us turn to the more immediate contemplation of the melancholy occasion which 
has this evening called us together. 

###### # 
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Beautiful was a custom of the old Egyptians. When one among these ancient 
people died, his remains were carried to a public spot around which his fellow- 
citizens gathered, both his friends and, if he had them, his enemies, and there in 
the presence of all, his former life was strictly examined — his virtues recounted, 
and his vices or his crimes not forgotten. The forms of a trial were preserved 
and the relatives awaited with suspense the verdict of their countrymen. If after 
a strict scrutiny it was found that the virtues of the deceased outweighed his vi- 
ces, he was honored with an eulogy and a funeral at the public charge ; but if on 
the contrary his vices were found to have overbalanced his good qualities, he was 
consigned to an ignominious sepulture, and his name and his memory were de- 
clared infamous. 

The custom has perished with the people who observed it. But the principles 
on which it was founded are eternal and inherent in our nature, and they still 
continue to control our conduct to the dead with a powerful but silent influence. 
Though there be no solemnities of judicial inquiry, though no multitude assem- 
ble to investigate the character, and as a grand moral inquest to pronounce a ver- 
dict on the dead, though wealth may now command for vice or profligacy the 
pomp of obsequies which are denied to virtuous poverty, — though the nodding 
plumes of the sable hearse may wave over the corpse which on the banks of the 
Nile would have been refused the rites of decent sepulture, Death still convenes 
his court in the bosom of the survivors, and praise or censure, fame or ignomony, 
is awarded to the memory of the departed in just proportion to his virtues or his 
vices. 

He, whose departure from among us we are here met to deplore, has passed 
through this ordeal, and the fiat of truth has gone forth in his favor. We, who 
knew the innocence of his life and who respected the gentle and unobtrusive 
virtues of his heart, are here assembled to embalm his memory. 

Brethren : The offices which we this evening are performing are not unac- 
companied with melancholy feeling. When great men die their memories belong 
to the world. And the world feels no sympathy for individual loss. The osten- 
tation of a statesman’s ora hero’s obsequies swallow up all grief for his depar- 
ture; his grave is dug without anguish, his mausoleum is erected without sor- 
row. Through life we have encountered him but seldom, and then only as some 
erratic meteor that dazzled with its brightness but shed no warmth upon the 
heart His life was given to the world, but his death has left in the world’s heart 
no aching void. The architectural adornments of his tomb are examined with 
the cold eye of criticism, and his last moments are spoken of as the last scenes 
in a wondrous and well wrought drama. 

Not so, when the citizen of unobtrusive virtue and of humbler pretensions, falls 
among us. His grave is moistened with the tears of his companions — and we 
look upon his tomb with melancholy thoughts. For in that humble home 

“ There sleeps no son of useless pride — there speaks no lie of purchased praise.” 

In the hours of business, where we have often sought his sound advice or re- 
ceived his friendly assistance, we no longer find him. At the festive board his 
cheerful smile no longer meets us. In our labor he has ceased to share — from 
our refreshments he has forever departed. And there is lamentation among us, 
for we weep for our friend and he is not. 

Br. Julius L. Wood, whose remains we so lately followed to their last abiding 
place, and to whose memory the services of this evening are dedicated, was bom 
on the 17th of March, in the year 1807, at Stanwich, in Connecticut, and remov- 
ed to Charleston, in the year 1834, where he remained until the time of his 
death. His vocation did not permit, even had his disposition desired, a share in 
the busy tumult of political and public life. His virtues were those unobtrusive 
affections of the heart which made him no enemies, and those kind and cour- 
teous manners which acquired for him many friends. His ambition was to be 
good, rather than great, to be esteemed rather than admired, and that laudable 
ambition was gratified. His path of life though short was pleasant, and his early 
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and unexpected death, though it gave pain to many a sincere and well tried 
friend, afforded pleasure to not a single enemy. The voice of calumny that 
spares but few, has left his reputation untouched, and on his tomb posterity may 
write the proud epitaph, “Here lies an honest man, the noblest work of 
God.” 

Prom the kindly nature of his affections, it will readily be supposed, that our 
Fraternity, by its tendency to invigorate and extend the social feelings, offered an 
enticing prospect He therefore, as soon as circumstances would permit, became 
a member of our Order. On the 17th of August, 1840, he received the prepara- 
tory steps in Masonry, in St Andrew’s Lodge, in this city, and on the 21st of the 
following month, was raised to the sublime Degree of a Master Mason. His 
progress in the affections of his Brethren, and in the knowledge of our Order 
/were equally rapid. On the election night of the succeeding December, we find 
him filling the office of Junior Deacon. The duties of this station though only 
probationary and requiring but little skill, he performed with so much regularity 
and attention, that at the annual election in December, 1841, he was chosen to 
fill the seat of Junior Warden. His amiable character peculiarly fitted him for 
this position, for his gentle manners nnd pleasing deportment afforded, even when 
at labor, continual refreshment to his Brethren. In due course of advancement 
he was in December, 1842, elected Senior Warden, a responsible office, which he 
occupied with credit to himself and service to his Lodge, until death called him 
from superintending the labors of an earthly to join in the eternal refreshments 
of the celestial Lodge above. 

But the light of a symbolic Lodge,' though it shines with a bright effulgence, 
did not satisfy his thirst for Masonic knowledge. And on this subject 1 may be 
permitted to make one remark which my Masonic experience teaches me to be 
founded on truth. Many doubtless unite themselves to us without any just con- 
ception of the nature of our Order, and many too continue with us, without hav- 
ing their views on this subject much enlarged. But I have known none, no — 
not one, who has avoided the too prevalent error among ignorant Craftsmen of 
looking upon Masonry simply as a social Institution, and who has extended his 
conception of it to its historical, its traditional and its scientific excellencies, who 
has been content to remain stationary, in symbolic Masonry, and not sought to 
grasp the truths contained in the higher degrees. Such was the case with the 
subject of our memoir, and accordingly having passed through the preparatory 
grades of Mark Master, Past Master and most Excellent Master, in Union Chap- 
ter, he was on May 18th, 1841, (less than a year after his first connexion with 
Masonry,) exalted to the .august Degree of a Royal Arch Mason. Of this Chap- 
ter he continued, until his death, an active and attentive member, and during the 
last year of his life performed the arduous duties of Principal Sojourner with 
correctness and skill. 

Ever ready to advance the interests of Masonry, when a few Brethren, incited 
by a laudable zeal for the Institution, determined to organize a Lodge of Mark 
Masters in this city, he entered with eagerness into the design. His name was 
one of the constitutional number signed to the petition for a Chapter, and on its 
organization in August last, he was unanimously elected Junior Warden. He 
was with us but a snort time. He attended but three meetings of the Lodge. 
His third was his last visit to any Masonic body. He retired from the Lodge to 
his home and to his bed, from which he never again rose, but in one short week 
was carried thence to the grave. His Masonic Brethren bestowed the last hon- 
ors on its remains, and St John’s Mark Lodge has paid the tribute of this even- 
ing’s services to his memory, as one of its founders and first officers. 

As a man, his domestic virtues were without alloy. The uncontrollable an- 
guish of the widowed wife and mother gave painful testimony of his excellencies 
as a husband and a father. His own heart was filled with the love of these ties 
of blood, and his resignation to the decree that called him hence was only impe- 
ded by his unwillingness to leave her whom - he had chosen as the companion of 
his bosom, and those pledges of their affection whom he had fondly but vainly 
hoped to rear in the paths of usefulness and virtue. 
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On his virtues as a Mason I will be permitted to dwell for a few moments. 

Of the charities of the Order he was ever mindful. He was always among 
the first to move the appropriation of the funds to this legitimate object The 
destitute Brother, his widow or his orphan, never from him sought relief in vain. 
Charity, “ the brightest gem that can adorn the profession of a Freemason,” 
shone in him with undimmed lustre. The impressive lesson he had received at 
his Initiation was not forgotten, and true to his lesson, was the practice of his 
Masonic life. With him “the deserving Brother” was never sent empty away. 

To the diligence with which he cultivated Masonic knowledge I have already 
alluded. As he was ever ready to dispense light and knowledge to his unin- 
formed Brethren, so was he ever anxious to receive it from those who were bet- 
ter instructed than himself. 

On his election to the responsible office of Senior Warden in St Andrew’s 
Lodge, looking forward to the promotion to which that office when its duties are 
well performed, always entitles its possessor, he began with commendable, but 
alas not often practised diligence to prepare himself for the higher and more dif- 
ficult duties of a Master. He devoted himself with activity to the acquisition of 
proper views of Masonry as a Science, the only light in which a Master of a 
Lodge should regard it, if he seeks pleasure for himself, or profit to the Fraterni- 
ty. He sought advice and information on Masonic subjects from all who were 
able or willing to bestow them, for he seemed ever conscious that to be a worthy 
Master in Israel, he must not only be in virtue, eminent, but in knowledge sur- 
passing. As in the South the undeviating rectitude of his conduct had given ad- 
ditional Beauty to the column entrusted to his care, so in the West, his attention 
to his duties and his increasing knowledge gave greater stability to the pillar of 
Strength which his Brethren had placed in his charge. His last moments afford 
a striking and affecting proof of his love for Masonry and of his earnest desire 
to excel in the knowledge of its sublime truth. But an hour before his death, 
amid the fitful ravings of delirium, he was heard to use language which from the 
coherence and regularity of its tones attracted the attention of his attendants — 
two Brethren, who with the love of Masons were watching over his departing 
sun. And it was discovered that he had commenced the ceremonies of advanc- 
ing a candidate to the second degree of Masonry. The dreams of his sick — his 
dying bed, had conveyed him to the sacred precincts of the Lodge room, and he 
imagined himself seated in the East, in that chair, to which, had he lived, he 
would in a few weeks have been elected. And there in that post of honor had 
his fancy placed him, — that post which he had coveted only as a mark of his 
Brethren’s attachment ; and there while reason and judgment had abandoned 
their throne, did memory still cling to its accustomed seat, and bring back to the 
expiring Mason those scenes in which he had so loved to play his part Through 
the ceremonies of that degree he passed with a correctness that would have hon- 
ored many an older and a healthier head, until exhausted by the labor he fell 
back — ceased to speak — and continued to slumber, until, in the words of one of 
old, Sleep gave up the soul to his brother Death. Thus, of the things of this 
world, next to his wife and his children, his thoughts were given to his beloved 
Order. Masonry, the theme of his studies in health, was the subject of his med- 
itations in sickness, and, “ the ruling passion still strong in death,” he died as he 
had lived, a zealous Mason. 

Of his zeal as a Mason, if any other proof be wanting, we shall find it in his 
regular attendance upon the meetings of his Lodge. “In ancient times,” says 
one of our old constitutions, u no Master or Fellow could be absent from Lodge, 
especially when warned to appear at it, without incurring a severe censure, until 
it appeared to the Master and Wardens that pure necessity hindred him.” The 
rule as all Masons know, is still in existence, though now but seldom enforced in 
its original strictness. Yet to its penalties our lamented Brother would never 
have been obnoxious. In his attendance upon his Masonic duties he was exem- 
plary beyond all praise. During the three years which constituted his Masonic 
life, I find his absence from his Lodge recorded but thrice, and from his Chapter 
but once. This is no ordinary instance of diligence. How few of us can boast 


ADDRESS. 


215 


tha same strict obedience to our obligations ; the same practical spirit of love for 
the advancement of our Order, which was thus undeviatingly pursued by him, 
who though dead still speaks to us from his tomb, and has left us an invaluable 
bequest, this illustrious example, an example not to be admired only, but to be ad- 
mired and imitated. 

Such was the man — the friend — the Brother — whose loss we this night deplore. 
Him we once knew well — but now we know him no more — his smile is cold in 
death, and the grave has closed forever his voice— “ The silver cord has been 
loosed, and the golden bowl been broken — the pitcher has been broken at the 
fountain— and the wheel broken at the cistern.” But in this hour of grief we are 
not without our consolation — for though “the dust has returned to the earth as it 
was, yet has the spirit returned unto God who gave it.” Our Brother has left us, 
but he has ascended to yon clouded canopy — the starry decked covering of our 
Lodge, where he now, we trust, enjoys the full fruition of his hopes in the eter- 
nal happiness of the just made perfect 

Peace be to his ashes, and an ever blooming verdure to his memory. 


ADDRESS 

Of the Most Worshipful J. Worthington Smith, Grand Master, of the Grand Lodge of 
Virginia, at its opening on the 11th day of December, 1843. 

Worshipful and well-beloved Brothers : 

Another year has passed away, and we are again permitted to assemble in 
this Sanctuary of Friendship, and exchange tokens of fraternal love. I congrat- 
ulate you on the return of this interesting season, and rejoice to meet you once 
more in health and prosperity within this Hall, dedicated to Universal Benevo- 
lence. Few things could give a more heartfelt pleasure than this yearly meeting 
with friends and Brothers From every part of our loved Virginia; this mingling of 
heart with heart, and this union of effort in promoting the welfare of our noble 
Institution. The past year has been one of great general prosperity. The Breth- 
ren throughout our jurisdiction seem to be awaking from their long slumbers, and 
engaging with more than their usual zeal and energy in the glorious work of re- 
pairing the desolations of our beloved Zion. But few of our number have been 
removed from us by death ; “ no root of bitterness” has sprung up to trouble us ; 
we have enjoyed as many blessings as usually fall to the lot of humanity, and all 
things demand our warmest gratitude to the Supreme Architect of the Universe, 
for his unceasing care and protection. 

Much business of importance, and some of more than ordinary interest, will be 
laid before you at this session — business which will require, and I trust will re- 
ceive your most earnest and serious attention. First in importance will be the 
report of your Special Grand Lecturer, of the proceedings of the Grand Conven- 
tion at Baltimore in May last. From the well known character of the Brethren 
composing that Body ; from their ardent attachment to the pure principles of An- 
cient Masonry, and from their skill, virtue and inflexible fidelity to the Craft, we 
were all led to expect much from their labors, and I trust we shall not be disap- 
pointed. I trust that they will be found to have removed much of the rubbish 
that has been accumulated through past centuries ; and to have prepared a sys- 
tem of work which will greatly facilitate the rebuilding of our Masonic Temple. 
Of their printed report it is unnecessary for me to speak at large, as it will be 
laid before you in due course. I may, however, be permitted to express my deci- 
ded approbation of all things contained in that report, with one single exception. 
I allude to the new burial service. This service is beautiful and appropriate ; 
but still, in my view, inferior to the one heretofore used. Whether from being 
accustomed to its use, or from its inherent excellence, I confess that our old Fu- 
neral Service is, to my feelings, the most simple, solemn, impressive and sublime 


216 


ADDRESS. 


form ever invented, and by the alteration or suppression of two or three words, 
which could easily be effected without injury to the sentences in which they 
stand, it would become universal in its nature, and suited to all nations and creeds. 

With the unwritten proceedings of that Convention, I am, as yet but partially 
acquainted. I have learned enough, however, to be convinced of their general 
importance and utility. Their great aim was to introduce a uniform mode of 
work throughout our country, and as far as may be, throughout the Masonic 
world. The attainment of this object, all will acknowledge to be of the utmost 
benefit. It would introduce a new era in the history of Masonry. How far this 
object has been obtained, you will yourselves judge, when the work shall be laid 
before you. To make yourselves thoroughly acquainted with the proposed sys- 
tem, should be your first object As the best method of accomplishing this, I 
would suggest the propriety of requesting the Wor. Br. Dove to exemplify it be- 
fore you this evening ; and that it be then referred to the Working Committee 
with instructions to report to the Grand Lodge, to-morrow night. 

It is also of the greatest importance that all the Lodges in our jurisdiction be 
put in possession of this work with the least possible delay. To accomplish this 
object, I know of no better method than the appointment of three or four Grand 
Lecturers, who shall be required to remain in this city until they shall have made 
themselves perfect masters of the work ; and then to visit all the Subordinate 
Lodges as soon as they can possibly do so. By this suggestion, however, I must 
not be understood as expressing the slightest distrust in the zeal or efficiency of 
our present Grand Lecturer. His zeal is known to you all; his efficiency is tho- 
roughly known to me, and properly appreciated. But there are limits to all hu- 
man ability. No one Brother, whatever may be his activity, could possibly visit 
the Lodges in Virginia and impart to each the requisite instruction, in a less pe- 
riod than four years. There are in our jurisdiction about seventy working Lodg- 
es ; most of which need much instruction. And, in addition to these, there are 
many dormant Lodges that could easily be revived. To accomplish these desir- 
able results, within the ensuing year, will require the labors of at least four zeal- 
ous and skilful Lecturers. I trust that this subject will receive from you that 
consideration which its importance demands. 

During the recess, I received a visit from the Representative of the Grand 
Lodge of Venezuela, the Wor. Br. Juan Whiting, of Caraccas. He presented 
me several documents, and a letter from the Most Worshipful Don Diego Battis- 
ta Urbaneja, Grand Master of Masons in Venezuela, expressing an earnest de- 
sire to see a more intimate correspondence established between the various Grand 
Lodges of the two Americas. As this Grand Lodge has not adopted the Repre- 
sentative system, I respectfully ask that these documents, together with a copy of 
my letter acknowledging the receipt of them, be deposited in your archieves ; and 
that a letter be written to the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Venezuela, ex- 
pressing our feeling on the subject 

In looking over the intelligence from foreign countries, while I find much to 
cheer the heart, strengthen the hopes and confirm the zeal of every good Mason, 

I yet find but one thing which requires definite action on your part I refer to the 
mistaken policy of certain Grand Lodges in Prussia and Germany. It seems to 
have been a fixed custom with them for some years past, to reject the application 
of all candidates of the Jewish faith, and even to refuse to admit Israelitish Breth- 
ren as visitors. This, in my view, is decidedly unmasonic, and deserves the ab- 
solute and definite reprobation of every Grand Lodge throughout the world. You 
will take such action on this subject, Brethren, as in your wisdom you think will 
redound most to the welfare of the Craft. But surely, to refuse the right hand of 
fellowship to a worthy Brother, on account of any abstract opinions in matters of 
faith, evinces a spirit utterly hostile to the principles of Universal Masonry, and 
subversive of the dearest rights of man. 

For the condition of the Craft throughout the Masonic world, I refer you to the 
report of your Committee on Foreign Correspondence. From all the sources of 
information within my reach, I am induced to believe that Masonry never occu- 
pied a prouder station than at present The fire from her altar has been kindled 
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in almost every region of the globe. Her principles appear to be better under- 
stood ; her real nature and design more clearly known, and her capabilities of 
usefulness more fully developed, than at any former period of her history. For 
these cheering facts, Brethren, let us be duly grateful to that Supreme Power 
from whom all blessings flow ; and let us fervently supplicate his Divine Grace, 
that the benign principles of “ Friendship, Morality, and Brotherly Love,” may 
speedily be spread to earth’s remotest bounds ; and the pure light of Truth shine 
on all who are now sitting “ in the regions of darkness and the shadow of death.” 

But, my beloved Brethren, while we congratulate ourselves oh the general 
prosperity of our much loved Institution— while we exult to see her yet spotless 
banner flowing in every breeze of heaven — it becomes us to guard her reputa- 
tion with unceasing vigilance, and defend her from all assaults. It has been her 
fate to struggle through existence against a host of violent prejudices, and to en- 
counter a bitter and malignant opposition. To reply to the cavils of the infidel 
or the sophist, is not now my design. They have been answered a thousand 
times ; and a thousand times triumphantly refuted. Still, however, there are at 
the present time, and in our own country, a few persons whose opposition I deep- 
ly regret, and whose prejudices I would gladly remove. I allude not now to the 
bigot and the fanatic ; them I would not, if I could, propitiate. But there are in 
the various Churches around us, a few Qhristians, men of excellent character, of 
unfeigned piety and of great usefulness ; who, from want of proper information, 
or more probably from prejudices derived from men infinitely less worthy than 
themselves, seem to regard us with distrust, if not with positive dislike. Them I 
would conciliate, by all proper means. Their hostility excites in my mind, not 
only a painful regret, but unqualified surprise. When I reflect upon the past 
glories of our time hallowed Institution — when I remember that for many centu- 
ries she was the proudly cherished sister of the Jewish Church — that the 
Kings and Prophets of God’s chosen people delighted to tread her courts, and 
nourish the flame upon her sacred altar — and when I consider, that for eighteen 
hundred years she has been the honored hand maid of the Christian Church, in 
promoting the best interests of man ; I am astonished to find* one sincere Chris- 
tian disposed to sever the bonds of that ancient Friendship. Between the two In- 
stitutions in our father land, there has ever existed, and does yet exist, the clo- 
sest intimacy. That pious and venerable Monk, who, more than twelve hundred 
years ago, introduced Christianity among our Saxon ancestors, gloried in teach- 
ing his disciples the sublime doctrines of Speculative Masonry. Since that time, 
the Church has been the steadfast friend of our Order. Her mitred prelates have, 
in countless instances, worn our badges, and assisted at our solemn ceremonials. 
Her magnificent Temples are but the monuments of Masonic skill. Her gor- 
geous palaces are the work of Masonic hands. Her pious missionaries have car- 
ried the true light of Masonry to many a barbarous region of the earth, and many 
a far off island of the sea. Her civil head has for ages been, with few excep- 
tions, the Grand Master of the Order. That noble Prince, who for more than 
thirty years presided over the British Craft, with unequalled skill ; and who has 
but recently been called from his earthly labors, to partake of the refreshments 
prepared on high, was one of the strongest pillars of the Chureh. And that illus- 
trious sovereign who now sways the civil destinies of the English Church, is. 
herself, as you well know, the daughter of a Prince who was an equal honor to 
the Lodge and Church. And in oqr own country vast numbers of the Clergy of 
all denominations have bowed at our altars and acknowledged the excellence of 
our Institution. 

And this is as it should be. Those who most love and reverence the religion of 
the Bible, should most honor and cherish the principles of our Craft Masonry 
has never yet exerted any but a Heavenly influence. And I confidently appeal 
to all history and to all observation for proof of the fact, that the sublimest mod- 
els of moral character the world has ever seen, have bteen formed* in the devout 
contemplation of the great truths and precepts of Speculative Masonry, conjoint- 
ly with those of the Holy Scriptures. 
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And now, Brethren, permit me to wish you God speed in your noble undertak- 
ing. On you, as members of this Grand Lodge, depends in a great measure, the 
welfare of the Craft in our jurisdiction. On you, therefore, rests a heavy respon- 
sibility. To you it belongs to see that the Ancient Landmarks of the Order be 
faithfully preserved, and to guard carefully against all w innovation in the body of 
Masonry.” To you the Brethren in evefy part of the State look for the blessings 
of a wise and skilful legislation. Let it be your grand aim, then, to enact such 
salutary regulationis as will secure to them the greatest possible benefits. Let 
all your deliberations be marked by harmony ana brotherly love. Ever bear in 
mind, that we are not an ordinary parliamentary body, subject to jarring discords 
and ill-tempered disputations ; but a band of Brothers, assembled to enjoy a short 
season of social intercourse, uninfluenced by the cares and passions of an evil 
world, and to devise the means of drawing more closely the ties of Love and Fel- 
lowship, by which we are united. So shall your labors reflect honor upon your- 
selves, and prosperity upon your constituents, and you shall receive the richest 
reward that man can ever enjoy, the approving smiles of that Glorious Being 
“ who inhabiteth eternity,” and dwelleth in pure and perfect Light. 

And when your deliberations here are closed, and you return to the homes 
and the friends so dear to your hearts, new duties and increased responsibilities 
will there await you. There, as Masters, Wardens and influential members of 
your respective Lodges, you will be called on to prove your attachment to Ma- 
sonry by instructing your Brethren in a knowledge of its true principles, and 
stimulating them to renewed zeal and energy in their Master’s work. To you 
they will naturally and necessarily look, for examples of all that is wise in theory 
and virtuous in practice. I charge you, then, Brethren, by every consideration 
that ought to actuate your minds — by your allegiance to the Craft — by all your 
hopes of bliss hereafter, and by all the terrors of the doom denounced against un- 
faithful servants, that ye “ walk worthy of your high vocation.” Ours, Brethren, 
is a righteous cause, and demands of every Craftman his most strenuous endea- 
vors to extend its blessings. Let me entreat you then, to be earnest in your ex- 
ertions, and show the world that you really believe in the truth of the system that 
you profess. Perhaps no one thing has contributed so much, in these latter days, 
to lower our standing in the estimation of the world, as the coldness and indiffer- 
ence of the leading members of our Lodges. We do not always act as if we our- 
selves believed in the high claims of Masonry. We want more enthusiasm — 
more enlightened zeal — and a more operative faith. But these can be attained 
only by those who study Masonry thoroughly as a science. Let it be your first 
business, then, Brethren, to require every individual member of your Lodges, to 
“ hold fast the ancient form of sound words,” received from our Fathers. Make 
them learn every part of the lectures of the work, thoroughly and accurately. 
Then, and then only, will they be able to enter into the spirit of our Solemn Rites, 
and understand the full import of our interesting symbols. Then, and then only, 
can they justly claim the noble name of Mason. Then will they begin to com- 
prehend the real nature and design of our Institution ; and see, for the first time, 
the beauty and harmony of our moral system. And then will they begin to gov- 
ern their lives hy those sacred principles of which they have thus far known only 
the name. „ ’ . 

Come, then, dear Brethren, and engage 'with zeal and ardor in this glorious 
cause. Relax not youp exertions until aU within the circle of your influence shall 
have felt the benefits of your labor — until the needy shall have been relieved, the 
unhappy soothed, the vicious reclaimed, and the ignorant be ignorant no more. 
And may the blessings of the God of Love be with you throughout all your pil- 
grimage on earth ; ana when the events of time shall cease, and the retributions 
of eternity begin— when this earth and these heavens shall have passed away, 
and a new creation shall succeed— when the “ Morning Stars shall again sing 
together, and all the sons <Jf God shall shout for joy,” may we, too, join the ani- 
mating choir, and share the glorious triumph. May we be admitted within tba 
Celestial Temple, and then, with all the ransomed Brotherhood, unite in a friend- 
ship pure as the songs of Angels — lasting as the throne of Jehovah 1 
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NORTH CAROLINA. 

The last annual communication of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, was 
one of the most interesting and business-like Masonic meetings held during the 
past season. The session began on the 4th and closed on the 16th December. 
The annual report of the Grand Master is an interesting paper, and we much re- 
gret that we can only find room for a few extracts.. In speaking of the printed 
proceedings of other Grand Lodges, Br. Wheeler remarks as follows : 

“ Prom the examination, that I have been enabled to give these very interest- 
ing Communications, I am gratified to see the interest that is felt and cherished, 
for our time-horfored Institution. The day of prejudice and anti-masonry has 
gone by, and Freemasonry reassumes that stand that she deserves in the minds 
of the good and virtuous of every age and rank. It would prolong this commu- 
nication, to an unnecessary extent, and perhaps trespass on the duties of the Com- 
mittee to whom the subject belongs, (Communications from G. Lodges,) to give an 
abstract of each. It may be well to remark, that these Communications, possess 
great interest to every lover of the Craft, and no one can examine them without 
receiving much information of the real state of our ancient Fraternity throughout 
the Republic. I freely concur in the excellent remark of the late Grand Master, 
of Tennessee, that there is scarcely a publication, emanating from a Grand Lodge, 
that does not contain something worthy of notice, and thus they become interest- 
ing vehicles of information. In some of the Grand Lodges of Europe, particu- 
larly those of Germany, the Committee incorporate in their reports whatever they 
may find in the proceedings of other Grand Lodges of interest to the Craft in ge- 
neral. Thus is useful information disseminated and the Fraternity becomes 
more enlightened.” 

In reference to the doings of the National Convention, he says : 

“ A copy of the proceedings is herewith submitted. A Funeral Service is re- 
commended, the excellent work of our worthy Brother, the Rev. Albert Case, of 
Charleston, South Carolina, which, while it commends itself to our admiration by 
the beauty of its style, is free from all bias or sectarianism : the ancient mode of 
opening and closing the Lodge, and the manner of constituting the same, the ce- 
remony of installation of officers, and of the dedication of Masonic halls, and lay- 
ing the corner stones of public structures, and traditions, and landmarks of our 
Order in the three degrees of Masonry, were all explained and exemplified. 
The Convention also recommended rules for the organization and establishing a 
Grand Convention of ancient, free and accepted Masons to which I respectfully 
call the attention of this Grand Lodge. A Masonic Trestle-Board, illustrative 
of Vie Viree degrees , together with ceremonies of consecration, &c., was adopted, 
which is already or wiu be soon published under the excellent supervision of Br. 
C. W. Moore, Editor of the Masonic Magazine, at Boston. They also recom- 
mended that the several Grand Lodges, uuite in sending a delegate to the Fra- 
ternity in Europe with a view to lay tne foundation of a universal language, and 
work, and extend the blessings of our Order far beyond its present range, and 
also the next meeting of the Grand Masonic Convention be held in Winchester, 
Va., on the second Monday in May, 1846.” • 

MANUAL LABOR COLLEGE, 

The following report possesses too much interest and importance to admit of 
abridgement We therefore give it entire : 

“ The Committee appointed to take under consideration the propriety of estab- 
lishing a Literary Institution of high grade under the patronage of the Masonic 
Fraternity, ask leave to report : 

“That they have had the subject under consideration, and after mature delibe- 
ration are of the opinion, that it is not only expedient, but highly important that 
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an Institution of learning which will take a high stand amongst the Literary In- 
stitutions of the day, be established by us at as early a period as practicable, 
without, in any way involving our Association. 

“ Your Committee think that the Institution in contemplation should be a Ma- 
nual Labor College, well endowed , and that its object should be two fold. First, 
to educate a class of beneficiaries , made up of indigent orphans of deceased Breth- 
ren, and as far as the means of the Institution will allow, of other poor boys, who 
may be selected under the direction of the Association. And secondly, by re- 
ducing the price of tuition, to extend its benefits to a valuable class of young men, 
who have not the means of acquiring a Collegiate education, at the present prices 
of tuition, in our Colleges and Universities. 

“We would recommend a Manual Labor Institution for several reasons. In the 
first place, the class of beneficiaries may contribute by their labor to their own sup- 
port while in College, and thus lighten the expense of their education. In the 
second place, it would enable any young man of industrious habits, who might 
wish to avail himself of the benefits of the Institution, to earn at least one half of 
the amount which would be necessary to defray die expenses of a regular Colle- 
giate course. So that with a comparatively small amount of funds he might ac- 
quire a liberal education. And in the next place, it would connect physical with 
intellectual training. While the student in the College halls might develope the 
energies of his mind, in the field, or in the mechanic’s shop, he might at the same 
time, develope the energies of his body. And when he had finished his course, 
he might retire from the halls of learning with, freshness upon his cheek, and 
vigor in his frame ; prepared to enter at once upon the discharge of the du- 
ties of any office which he might be called to fill in society. But the Institution 
should be liberally endowed. We are convinced from what we have learned of 
other Institutions of learning, (and we have the experience of ages before us,) 
that no College can be sustained by tuition fees alone. Hence all Institutions 
that are not liberally endowed are dependant either upon State patronage or in- 
dividual munificence ; either of which we think are doubtful, and would form too 
precarious a foundation to be relied upon with safety. We are influenced in re- 
commending the establishment of this Institution by the following reasons : 

“ In the first place we think the time has arrived when something must be done 
to elevate the character, and contribute to the prosperity of our Association. This 
necessity arises from the wants and wishes of the members of the Association, 
and from the spirit of the age in which we live. It is well known, that there is, 
among our more conscientious Brethren, a growing indifference towards the In- 
stitution of Masonry. How is this alienation to be accounted for ? Evidently 
because the ends of our Association are not accomplished. In the language of 
the circular of our Worshipful Master to the subordinate Lodges, ‘ Many of the 
distinguished votaries of Masonry that enter the portals of our Institution, while 
they admire the wisdom of the structure, the strength of its foundations, look anx- 
iously around for the ends to be accomplished ; and finding nothing to satisfy 
them,' either become dormant in their energies, or cease to frequent our Lodges.* 
This increasing apathy is exerting a paralyzing influence' upon the vital energies 
of Masonry, and threatens to rob her of all her ancient glory and renown. The 
time has “arrived when every Institution, professing to be benevolent in its object, 
should furnish to the world satisfactory evidence df its real character; and in no 
other way Can an Association* professing this character, retain its hold upon the 
confidence and affections of an enlightened, and generous public. In our Asso- 
ciation we recognise Benevolence as its most prominent characteristic ; this is 
avowed before the world ; our friends and our enemies are looking for the proof 
that such is the character of Masonry, and we must raise higher our standard of 
liberality, or in vain may we make declarations of our character to the world, or 
4 use the symbols as incentives to action or virtue’ among ourselves. Other In- 
stitutions of benevolent character are flourishing, and to some extent supplant- 
ing the ancient and venerable Institution of Masonry. May not this be owing 
to their more active benevolence in relieving the necessities, and in giving to the 
world a more striking exhibition of their charitable character P 
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“ From the facts, briefly adverted to above, it is evident that there is a pressing- 
and absolute necessity for something to be done to elevate the character, and 
promote the prosperity of our beloved Institution, if not, indeed, to perpetuate its 
existence. And what can we do that will more effectually secure our object, 
than to go heartily into the enterprise proposed. Let us rear up an Institution of 
learning of the character indicated above, and when the question is asked, 
‘What has Masonry done? What is she doing? Where are the evidences 
that she really sustains the character which she professes to bear ? We can tri- 
umphantly point to our charity College, reared and sustained by the liberality of 
our philanthropic Fraternity. We can point to the large class of beneficiaries in 
her halls, in training for usefulness in the world, who otherwise would pine in 
poverty and want, and die unknown to the world. And we can soon point to the 
Alumni of. our Institution, filling offices of the first rank in our Republic, and in 
every department of society exerting a hallowed and conservative influence upon 
our common weal, and with the immortal Cornelia we can exultingly say, ‘ These 
arc our jewels. 1 

“ But in the second place, we deem this splendid project practicable . Your com- 
mittee would notJ>e understood to say, that* we are able at once to rear up an In- 
stitution of the grade and character contemplated, but that the project is ulti - 
match/ practicable. And we base this opinion upon two considerations : 

“First, the resources of the association, which we may be able to command in 
the prosecution of the work: And secondly, the indomitable and persevering spir- 
it which has ever characterized the efforts of our philanthropic Fraternity for the 
accomplishment of good. 

“In the State of North Carolina alone, independently of the assistance that we 
might reasonably expect from abroad, the means are abundant to carry forward 
this great enterprise. Some of the subordinate Lodges have surplus funds at 
their disposal, and we can but believe that they would be willing to contribute 
to the furtherance of so noble and benevolent an object And is it not reasona- 
ble to suppose that as soon as we shall commit ourselves to this undertaking, that 
an influence will go out to all the subordinate Lodges which will waken them 
into new life and activity, and which will turn into the treasury of the Grand 
Lodge an augmenting tide of annual contributions which will greatly aid in this 
good work. But we do not depend mainly upon the funds of the Lodge, increas- 
ed as we believe they will be, by the new impulse which our contempleted en- 
terprise will give to the subordinate Lodges. We look to other sources. Many 
hundreds and thousands of our Fraternity in this and other States, are men of 
wealth and votaries of learning, and we are confident that an appeal to them for 
individual donations to this Institution would not be made in vaim They will 
come up to this great work. It will commend itself to their hearts, it will appeal 
to their feelings in such an eloquent and irresistable manner that they cannot, they 
will not turn a deaf ear to its calls. The undertaking is so benevolent, so philan- 
thropic, that we can but feel a sort of assurance of success. And while the Ma- 
sons, generally , shall come forward with liberal donations to urge on this enterprise, 
may we not look with confidence, for assistance from the lovers of humanity, who 
are not of our Fraternity ? An Institution of the grade and character that we 
propose would commend itself to the confidence and affection of the public ge- 
nerally. For while it would be under the immediate patronage of the Masonic 
Fraternity, it would at the same time be perfectly free from any sectarian charac- 
ter, and would thus present itself to a generous public, free from the objections 
which arise in the minds of some to Institutions of a denominational character. 
And being charitable in its objects, and not confining its benefits to the children 
of Masons, but extending them to other poor boys, would tend still to strengthen 
its claims upon the support of those who are not of our Fraternity, and who are 
of no particular religious persuasion. It would, indeed, concentrate the streams 
of benevolence, flowing out from thousands of generous hearts, upon a single ob- 
ject Who can doubt but the resources are at command ? Hundreds of Institu- 
tions have grown up almost as by enchantment, under the influence of a single 
denomination. Shall we not be able to succeed in rearing an Institution which 
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will gather around it the affections and support of all who are lovers of their spe- 
cies. We may not be able for some years to come to command the funds, which 
would justify our contracting for the premises, College buildings, &c., but as the 
funds shall accrue from the several sources enumerated above, we can make pro- 
fitable investments of those funds until they shall be amply sufficient to justify 
entering upon the work. 

“ Finally, the spirit which characterizes the benevolent efiorts of our Fraternity, 
justifies the belief that if we commit ourselves to this enterprise, that we shall 
carry it forward until the cap stone shall be laid on, with shoutings of 4 grace, 
grace unto it.’ In England, in Germany, and in other parts of Europe, as well 
as in some States in our Union, schools have long ago been reared, by our Fra- 
ternity for the education of indigent children of our poor Brethren. Shall not the 
spirit which has reared Institutions of learning in the frigid climes of Sweden 
and Denmark, and poured the streams of knowledge upon thousands of untutored 
minds, rear up and sustain in the heart of our great Republic, an Institution to 
bless its millions ? Humanity to the living and justice to the dead, answer yes. 
The departed spirits of our Brethren appeal to our liberality and urge us for- 
ward ; while the genius of universal philanthropy hovers over the mental and 
moral darkness that hangs around thousands of the destitute and suffering, lifts 
its voice amidst the gloom and says 4 Let there be light 1* let the response echo 
and re-echo, from thousands of Masonic hearts, ( Amen, so mote it be.’ 

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of North Carolina will take the necessary steps 
to establish the Institution contemplated in the foregoing report 

Resolved , That a committee of three be appointed by the Most W. Grand Mas- 
ter to devise and execute the most efficient means for raising by subscriptions or 
otherwise, funds for the establishment of said Institution. 

Resolved, That a Financial Committee of five be appointed by the Most Wor- 
shipful Grand Master, whose duty it shall be to take charge of all such moneys as 
may be raised for this object, and make a safe and and profitable investment of 
the same, until, in the judgment of the Grand Lodge, the amount shall be suffi- 
cient to justify the commencement of the enterprise. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. T. J. Lemay, 

T. Loring, 

D. W. Stone, 

Committee .” 

The following spirited report, in connection with the subject of the preceding, 
was adopted by St John’s Lodge, No. 96, and sent up for the encouragement of 
the Grand Lodge. It evinces the right spirit : 

“ Kingston, M C. Mv. 4th, 1843. 

“ To the Worshipful Master, Wardens, &c. of St John’s Lodge, No. 96. 

“ We, the Committee, appointed at the last regular Communication of this 
Lodge* to take into consideration the subject matter contained in a letter from the 
Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the State of North Caroli- 
na, directed to our Lodge, and requesting some action thereon, with a report of its 
views, at or before the next regular Communication of the Grand Lodge, which 
said letter refers to the propriety and policy of the Lodges throughout the State 
adopting means necessary and proper for the establishing of a public Seminary 
of learning for the education of indigent children of our fellows throughout the 
State, &c., have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to submit the 
following report for the action of this Lodge. The simple reading of the letter 
before the Lodge, by its clear and able exposition of the facts, at once inspires 
the mind of the philanthropist and friend of youth and of the poor ; and calls to 
action all the generous and charitable feelings of the free and enlightened Mason, 
to add his mite towards the furtherance and completion of this important and no- 
ble work. We, the Gommittee, are unanimous for the favorable action of this 
Lodge upon the subject ; and we cannot too highly recommend the same, and so- 
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licit its aid, with the associating Lodges, throughout; the State, in Grand Lodge 
assembled, ffcr the better and more perfect establishment of said school. And we 
recommend Jhe adoption of the following resolutions. 

“ Resolved, That the Lodge cordially reciprocate the resolution of the Grand 
Lodge, ‘ tqat the time has arrived, when, if we would keep pace with the spirit of 
the age, adQ maintain the character and usefulness of our venerable Institution, 
the Grana Lodge should enter upon some great aneb benevolent enterprise, and 
direct its energies to the accomplishment of that object.* 

“ Revolted, , That in the opinion of this Lodge the Grand Lodge and the affilia- 
ted Lodges, chartered and working under its jurisdiction, cannot direct their en- 
ergies, and apply their funis towards the accomplishment of any enterprise more 
exalted in its character, and more benevolent in its object, than the education of 
the brphans and children of their deceased and destitute Brethren throughout the 
State ; and that this Lodge has beard with the liveliest emotions of satisfaction 
and approval, of the proposition to establish a Seminary for that purpose. 

“ Resolved, That this Lodge recommend the establishment of a Seminary on the 
'Manual Labor System, in order that the physical, as well as the intellectual edu- 
cation be advanced, and its recipients be better prepared to lead virtuous and 
useful lives when discharged from the Institution ; (such Institution to be under 
the direction and supervision of the Grand Lodge, or of such persons as it may* 
appoint for that purpose ;) and that every Lodge, working under the Grand Lodge, 
have the power of appointing 1 pupil for every $ it may pay into the Treasu- 
ry of the Grand Lodge for this purpose ; and that such pupil be admitted to all 
the privileges of the Institution free from any charge whatever. 

* Resolved, That the surplus funds of this Lodge be, and they are hereby con- 
stituted a fund to be applied to this object ; and that this Lodge pledges itself to 
use its hearty, zealous, and united co-operation to promote the success of this en- 
terprise. 

u Resolved, That our Delegates to the Grand Lodge be furnished with a copy 
of these resolutions, signed by the Worshipful Master, and countersigned by the 
Secretary ; and be instructed to lay them before that body at its next Annual 
Communication. 

“All of which is respectfully submitted. 

(Signed) Geo. T. Lovick, 

Thos. Woodley, 

P. Hardee, 

Wm. B. West, 

W. H. Haywood, 

Committee .” 

The following resolutions were adopted : 

THE TRE STLE-BOARD. 

“ Resolved, That the mode of work recommended by the Convention be adopt- 
ed by this Grand Lodge, and that the Grand Secretary be directed to order one 
dozen copies of the new Masonic Trestle-Board, published on the above au- 
thority, by,Br. Moore, of Boston, for the use of the Grand Lodge and Lecturers.’* 

THE MAGAZINE. 

On motion of Br. T. S. Clark the following resolution was read and adopted. 

“ Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, regard the “ Freema- 
sons’ Magazine,” published at Boston, by Br. C. W. Moore, as a highly valu- 
able and useful publication, and eminently entitled to the patronage of all good 
and true Masons ; and that this Grand Lodge most earnestly recommend it to the 
patronage of all subordinate Lodges working under its jurisdiction, and to the 
members of the Fraternity generally.” 

We shall continue our extracts next month. 
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{JtJ-Our correspondent at New Orleans, 
writes that there is a Brother travelling in 
the Southwestern States, delivering lectures 
and conferring degrees, without authority, 
who is unworthy of confidence^ He was re- 
cently in Mississippi. Our correspondent 
adds “ He did much to injure the cause of 
Masonry in New Orleans— was tried by the 
Grand Chapter— threw himself upon the 
mercy of the court, and in their exceeding 
kindness they let him go.” It is perfectly 
competent for the Chapter to review their 
proceedings 5 and in view of the statement of 
our correspondent, it is the duty of the fra- 
ternity in New Orleans, to take such mea- 
sures in the premises, as will protect their 
Brethren in other States from imposition. 


f^In answer to the inquiry of a corres- 
pondent, we remark, that we know of no au- 
thority which authorizes any individual 
Brother to confer the Council degrees, and a 
Brother so receiving them would not be re- 
cognized by any well regulated Council. It 
is time that itinerancy in Masonry was check- 
ed. This, however, can never be done sb 
long as the Brethren will encourage idle va 
grants in vending spurious and worthless 
Masonry for a livelihood. 


^j^Our Wisconsin corresponilent, under 
date of Platteville, March 5th, writes as fol- 
lows “ Our prosperity here is as great as 
we could desire. At our last regular com- 
munication we initiated several, besides fin : 
ishing some business on hand. Our mem- 
bers have increased in one year, from 8 to 75 
— about 60 of whom have been made Masons, 
in our Lodge !” It is in contemplation to or- 
ganize a Chapter at Platteville. 


Agents.— Br. Duncan M. Donely is an 
authorized agent for Toronto, Canada. Br. 
Berczy will please accept our thanks for past 
services. 

Br. Richard B. Dallam will take the place 
of Br. Win. R. Singleton, as agent for the 
Magazine for St. Louis } Mo. 


HIT CHAT. i 

We acknowledge the refeipt of a copy 
of the “ proceedings of the Conwntion at the 
forming* of the Grand Lodge ofwVisconain,” 
held at Madisqp, in Dec. last, an of the do- 
ings of the Grand iLodge at alpmmuniea- 
tion on the 17th January followiil, but must 
defer a more particular notice of wem 
our next. Rev. Br. Benj. T. Havanaugh 
was elected Grand Master, and inmost-ex- 
cellent choice it is. 

QjpWe expected in the present number to 
have been able to state something definitely 
respecting the arrangement for the celebra- 
tion of the 2mh at New Bedford, bat cannot.* 
The day will be celebrated by the Grand 
Lodge of Rhode Island, as usual. W* be- 
lieve the celebration is to be holden at .War- 


j^rWe shall avail ourselves of the evli- 
est opportunity which offers to answer Ihe 
order of our correspondent at Tarboroufc, 
N. C. We may find it more convenient \o 
send through some other port than Washing- 
ton. 

Qj’We invite the attention of our read 
to, the “Funeral Address,” in the present 
number of the Magazine. It is a rich and 
classical production, and will well repay a 
careful reading. It contains many excellent 
truths, worthy to be borne in remembrance. 

flty*We have mislaid or lost a communica- 
tion from our attentive correspondent at Pep- 
perel, noticing the decease of a Brother in his 
vicinity, whose name we do not remember. 
This will account for its not appearing in the 
present number. 

3^-We thank our ChaVh^ton correspon- 
dent, and shall be most happyjo avail our- 
self of his kind offer. 


Jjy We sometime since forwarded a pack- 
age to our agent at Zanesville, O. Was it 
received ? 

Expulsion.— We are requested to give 
notice, that Henby Carmichael has been 
expelled by Warren Lodge, Piqua, Ohio, for 
unmasonic conduct. 


THE 
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THE SIGHT OF VISIT. 

** Will oar enlightened Brother of the Freemasons’ Magazine, give us bis views upon the 
11 following questions, which are submitted with a candid desire of obtaining'correct infor- 
u motion s 

11 Is it not the inherent right of all Masons, in good standing, to visit any Lodge of his 
** own degree, as often as he thinks proper, and wherever he may be found, freely and wiih- 
“ out hinderance ? 

“ Is it consistent with the rights of a Mason in good standing, for a Lodge to obstruct his 
“ privilege of visitation, by imposing upon him a tax for each visit, when he is not a mem- 
u her of the Lodge to which he seeks admittance l^—Maysville, Ky. Masonic Mirror. 

In the old Constitutions it is laid down as a rule, that “ every Brother 
should belong to some regular Lodge” On this basis the Grand Lodge 
of England has predicated the following regulation : — 

“ A Brother, who is not a subscribing member to some Lodge, shall 
not be permitted to visit any one Lodge in the town or place where he 
resides, more than once, during his secession from the Craft. 1 ’* 

If the principle here advanced be correct, the right to visit cannot be 
regarded as an inherent right, because it has only a conditional, not an 
innate existence. It is, on the contrary, a conventional right. The terms on 
which it may be enjoyed are dictated by the Grand Lodge. These being 
complied with, it exists, by courtesy and usage, if not by statute, in full and 
entire force. It may be said, that the Lodges, having a constitutional 
right to make regulations for their own government, may lawfully pre- 
scribe to themselves the conditions on which they will receive visitors. 
But the regulations of a private Lodge must not conflict with those of the 
Grand Lodge, from which it derives its existence and all its authority. 
Subordinate Lodges possess no original powers, nor axe they at liberty 
to arrogate to themselves the exercise of those which are exclusively 


"Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of Eogland, p. 89. 
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vested in the parent body. It would seem, therefore, that unless the Grand 
Lodge has imposed restrictions, and stipulated the conditions on which 
alone Brethren residing within its jurisdiction, may visit the Lodges under 
its immediate control, the right to visit, as to 44 all Masons in good stand- 
ing, 11 is 44 free and without hinderance. 11 On the contrary, if the Grand 
Lodge, in its wisdom, has thought proper to restrict the right, it is obliga- 
tory on the Lodges to enforce the terms of the restriction. 

In early times, and prior to the present organization of the Institution, 
Lodges generally existed as operative companies, working under Masters 
and Wardens, and employing no more Brethren than were necessary for 
the execution of the work on which they were engaged. The only regu- 
lation in respect to visitors, which appears to have been at that time in 
force, is the following. It is contained in one of the ancient charges : 

“That* every Mason receive and cherish strange fellowes when they 
come over the countrie, and set them on worke, if they will worke, as the 
manner is ; that is to say, if the Mason has any mould stone in his place, 
he shall give him a mould stone, and set him on worke ; and if he have 
none, the Mason shall refresh him with money unto the next Lodge.’ 1 * 

The right to visit is here distinctly recognized ; but it is as to Brethren 
coming 44 over the countrie 11 in pursuit of employment ; not as to Brethren 
residing in the place where the Lodge is situated, and refusing to work. 
Such Brethren seem not to have been known at that early period. There 
may have been, as now, drones in the hive, living on the labors of their 
associates ; but, it is believed, no specific provisions were ever made for 
their accommodation and support. 

There was, also, at the time referred to, another class of Lodges, which 
were not operative ; but if they had any different regulation on the sub- 
ject, it has not come down to us. The next earliest we find on record, 
was adopted by the Grand Lodge of England, as an ameiJdment to the old 
Constitutions, on the 19th February, 1723, — six years after the reorgani- 
zation of the Fraternity. It is as follows : — 

44 No visitor, however skilled in Masonry, shall be admitted into a 
Lodge, unless he is personally known to, or well recommended by, one of 
the Lodge present. 11 ! 

Hence it is manifest that the Grand Lodge of England, at its earliest 
organization, claimed the right to dictate the terms on which alone Breth- 
ren were to be admitted into the subordinate Lodges as visitors. This 
right it has continued to exercise to the present time. We accordingly 
find in its Constitutions the following corresponding regulation : — 

44 No visitor shall be admitted into a Lodge, unless he be personally 


♦Book of ancient Constitutions, p. 24. 
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known, recommended, or well vouched for, after due examination , by 
one of the Brethren present.”* 

. Had the right to visit been regarded as an inherent right, it is not to be 
presumed that the Grand Lodge of England would have deemed it expe- 
dient to restrict and regulate it by fixed laws. The restriction, however, 
is limited. A non-affiliated Brother is not permitted to visit the same 
Lodge in the town or city whpre he resides, more than once ; but he may 
visit Lodges in other places as often as shall suit his convenience or in- 
clination. This places him on a footing with those, “ strange fellowes” 
who anciently came “ over the countrie and thus while the new retains 
the spirit of the old regulation, it charitably supposes that the visiting 
Brother does "worke,” when at home, “ as the manner is.” 

The principle involved in the regulation is, that if a Brother would share 
the privileges and participate in the pleasures of the Lodge, he should 
contribute equally with his fellows to its support. Were it otherwise, 
the burden would be unequal. Members of Lodges are generally requir- 
ed to pay an annual tax for the support of the Lodge to which they be- 
long, and frequently an additional tax for the maintenance of the Grand 
Lodge or the Grand Charity Fund. They are likewise required to be 
regular in their attendance at Lodge meetings ; and when the calls of 
charity are to be answered, — when a sick Brother is to be relieved, his 
remains returned to the earth, his children provided for, or the wants of 
his widow supplied, — it is the members , and not the visitors , of a Lodge, 
on whom these duties devolve. The latter, therefore, enjoy all the privi- 
leges and reap all the advantages, while the former perform all the duties 
and bear all the burdens, of the Institution. This is wrong in principle, 
and therefore not right in Masonry. The Grand Lodge of England carry 
this point so far as not only to exclude non-affiliated Brethren to the ex- 
tent already stated, but to provide, by a Constitutional regulation, that 
“ no persons shall receive the benefit of the fund of benevolence, but those 
who have been regularly initiated in a warranted Lodge, who have paid 
the full consideration- fee, who have been registered in the books of the 
Grand Lodge, and who have continued members of a contributing Lodge 
for at least two years , and have, during that period, paid their quarterly 
dues to the fund of benevolence.”! This rule does not, of course, apply 
to foreign Brethren. They “ may be relieved on the production of cer/t- 
f cates from their respective Grand Lodges,” and ‘‘ satisfactory proof of 
their identity and distress.”! 

We will not stop to discuss the propriety of carrying the regulation to 
the extent here indicated. We cannot, however, refrain from the remark, 


*Constitntions, edition 1841, p. 88. tConsiitations, ed. 1841, p. 94. t Ibid, p. 101 . 
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that we do not perceive any injustice in withholding the benefits of a be* 
nevolent fund from Brethren who have contributed nothing towards its 
creation. It is only carrying out the principle which restricts the right of 
visit, — a principle which is broadly recognized in the Constitutions of 
some of the Grand Lodges in this country, as well as in Europe, and which 
was clearly sanctioned by the late National Convention in recommending 
that adaptation tax be laid on all the Brethren who are not members of 
Lodges ; for, the only lawful way in which this recommendation can be en- 
forced, is by a suspension of the right of visit. And if this right may be 
suspended or regulated by the Grand Lodges, it is not an “inherent right,” 
to be exercised “ freely and without hinderance.” 

In answer to the second interrogatory : We are not aware of the exist- 
ence of any regulation or custom which authorizes or sanctions the 
Lodges in imposing taxes upon visitors. This is a matter, the adjustment 
of which, in our opinion, lies exclusively with the Grand Lodges. At a 
time when it was usual to furnish refreshments after the Lodge duties 
were over, the Brethren, including visitors, were generally subjected to a 
small assessment. But this was to defray the extraordinary expenses, 
and was not a “ tax for visiting.” Any Brother not wishing to partake of 
the refreshments, was at liberty to retire, and would not be liable to 
assessment. This practice still exists in Europe, subject to the regula- 
tion here named. In this country, it has happily been abandoned, —at 
least, we are not aware of its present existence. 


THE NEW GRAND MASTER OF ENGLAND. 

The Earl of Zetland is the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
England. Since the year 1782, that Grand Lodge has been presided over 
consecutively by illustrious Brethren of the royal family, viz : from 1782 
to 1790, by His Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland, who was suc- 
ceeded by H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, on whose retirement in 1813, 
his late R. H. the Duke of Sussex was elected. He continued to be 
Grand Master until his decease in 1843,— a period altogether too long for 
one individual, however high his rank and eminent his qualifications, to 
preside over any secular association. He must indeed be a fortunate, as 
well as a peculiarly gifted Brother, who, for a term of thirty years, shall 
succeed in promoting the interests and preserving the harmony of the 
Lodges over which, for that length of time, he shall continue to preside. 
The late Duke of Sussex was endowed with rare and felicitous powers as 
a presiding officer, and he took a deep interest and active part in what- 
ever tended to advance the prosperity of the Masonic Fraternity. There 
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were, nevertheless, many and influential Brethren connected with the 
Grand Lodge of England, who believed that his resignation, some years 
before his decease, would have been promotive of the harmony and wel- 
fare of that body. There were, however, no very serious objections / 
alleged against him. He had, perhaps, grown to be rather arbitrary and 
unyielding in his notions. But this was the natural result of his posi- 
tion ; and herein lies the objection we have to the practice. The Duke 
was, notwithstanding, a blessing not only to the English Craft, but to the 
Fraternity throughout the world ; and his name will go down to posterity 
as one of the brightest and noblest examples of true Masonic worth, 
active benevolence, and unyielding integrity, which the annals of the Or- 
der contain. 

The Earl of Zetland was the intimate friend and Brother of the Duke 
of Sussex. His father, the late Earl of Zetland, was Pro-Grand Master 
at the time of his death, and was succeeded by the late Earl of Durham. 

At the same time, April 1839, the present Grand Master was appointed 
to the office of Deputy Grand Master, as the successor of Lord John 
Churchill ; and it is worthy of a passing remark, that the same office had 
been previously held by his father and grandfather. On the decease of 
the Earl of Durham, in 1840, he succeeded to the office of Pro-Grand 
Master, — the Marquis of Salisbury being appointed to the vacant Deputy 
Grand Mastership. The important duties of this station the Earl con- 
tinued to discharge with great acceptableness to his Brethren, until the 
demise of the late Duke of Sussex, tfhen, by the Constitutions of the 
Grand Lodge, the functions of Grand Master devolved on him, until the 
ensuing annual communication. This was held on the 6th of March last. 
u The period of election for the high office of Grand Master having ar- 
rived, the Pro-Grand Master retired from the meeting ; accompanied by 
the Deacons and Grand Stewards. The R. W. Br. Col. Tynte then 
assumed the chair, before the throne, in due form, and the Right Honora- 
ble the Earl of Zetland, was elected Grand Master. Thereupon a depu- 
tation was appointed to attend on the Grand Master, to inform him of the 
result, and to escort him into the Grand Lodge. Having resumed his 
.seat on the throne, his Lordship addressed the Grand Lodge in a very 
effective manner, accepting the distinguished honor with grateful acknow- 
ledgments, and stating his determination to fulfil the duties of Grand 
Master to the best of his ability. His lordship was then saluted with full 
honors in ancient form. 11 

The election was conducted with good feeling and in perfect harmony. 

A few votes were cast for the Marquis of Salisbury, notwithstanding that 
distinguished Brother had declined being considered a candidate. This 
was in bad taste. The Grand Master, however, is popular with the Breth- 
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ren ; and they are “ confident in the expectation that he, as the descendant 
of Masonic worthies will, if possible, add splendor to the wreath that has 
decorated the brow of his sire and grandsire,” and that on his retirement 
he will merit and fully enjoy the esteem! the love, and the veneration of a 
grateful Fraternity. 

The following was written by Brother Edward Raleigh Moran, for 
the Grand Festival, held at London, on the 24th of April. We copy from 
the Review : — 


“ Hail to tbe chief, who in triumph advances,” 

The foremost in station, the first in desert, 

The arms that surround him are not war’s red lances, 
Bat the better defence of each true Mason’s heart.* 
Upraise tbe Paean, the loudest, for Zetland, 

That Masonry ever in chorus sends forth, 

Again 1 once more ! higher ! for never has yet land 
Ciected for ruler a chief of more worth. 

We know that the ancients too often selected 
Their rulers for qualities men should despise, 

For the red bloody hand, for the crime undetected, - ! 

And all which to-day causes grief to the wise ; 

But we to whom >( Light” from above has been given, 
The veil from our eyes that obscured them removed, 
In belter accordance with promptings from heaves, 
Have chosen for virtues that always are loved. 

For charity— base of ouf mystical onion — 

For silence — the virtue we practise and prove — 

For these, we, the sons of the lofty communion, 

Make Zetland our head in the spirit of love. 

Yea, worthiest he to succeed to that Brother, 

Beneath whose Masonic beneficent sway 
Each felt as an infant that clings to its mother, — 

May the same spirit guide him who rules us to-day. 


SINGULAR VICISSITUDES OF A LODGE. 

Our Vicksburg, Mi. correspondent, under date of March 17th, fur- 
nishes some interesting particulars in relation to the affairs of the Lodge 
in that city, which, though not designed for publication, we believe he 
will pardon us for laying before the readers of the Magazine. He says — 
“ Vicksburg Lodge, No. 26, on the 27th December, 1840, consisted of 
jiftyone members, and was much embarrassed — owing a debt of about 


*1 could easily have found a better, but certainly not a more appropriate word for a 
rhyme. 

tThe Spartan code punished the detected criminal, not the crime iUelf. 
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92,000. By removals and deaths, the number of those who were then 
members, has been reduced to eight . But by additions, the number is 
now about seventy — making an increase of new members of about sixty. 
During the prevalence of the yellow fever in 1841, in the space of six 
weeks, I officiated, as Master, in the burial of twentysix Masons ! — most of 
whom were members of Vicksburg Lodge, No. 26. The Lodge is now 
clear of debt, and paid out the last year, one hundred and forty dollars to 
objects of charity. I imagine but few Lodges can present a more favora- 
ble change.” b. s. t. 

The writer of the above has presided as Master since Dec. 27, 1640. 
His efficiency is manifest in the prosperity of his Lodge. 


QUALIFICATIONS OF GRAND WARDENS. 

Most of our readers will probably recollect the discussions had on this 
subject, in the Magazine. Such as do not are referred to the articles.* 
The discussion originated in a practice which had began to obtain in the 
Grand Lodge of Mississippi, of electing merely Master Masons to the 
office of Grand Wardens, — a station which can be properly filled only by 
Past Masters. At the annual communication of that Grand Lodge, in 
January last, the Grand Master, in his opening address, alluded to the 
subject as follows : — 

“The subject of pre-requisite qualifications of Grand Wardens, has 
been the source of some investigation in the Monthly Magazine, a Ma- 
sonic periodical, published at Boston, Massachusetts, and as this investi- 
gation has arisen from the election of one of the Grand Wardens of this 
Grand Lodge, at its last annual communication, I deem it proper to call 
your attention to the subject, with the view that such measures may be 
adopted as in all future elections will settle the difference of opinion 
which appears to exist in regard to the course which this body pursued 
upon that occasion.” ' 

The subject was accordingly referred to a Committee, who reported 
the following resolution, which was adopted : — 

“ Resolved , That it is deemed unmasonic by this Grand Lodge, to elect 
any one to fill either of the stations of the Grand Wardens, who are not 
Past Master Masons.” 


Magaiine, tol. ii. p. 225— vol. iii. p. 3. 
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FOREIGN MATTERS. 

The London Quarterly Review for March, in the following paragraphs, 
pays a merited compliment to two of our Brethren of this city, — past offi- 
cers of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. It is so very rarely that an 
American writer elicits a compliment from any of the foreign period- 
icals, that we take great pleasure in bringing the present instance to the 
notice of our readers : 

44 Secrecy, a Poem, by Br. Thomas Power. This is a very pleasing 
effusion ; the versification good, and the moral elucidates the purest 
feelings of piety. It was pronounced some years since at the Boston 
Encampment of Knights Templars, and has been circulated, by permis- 
sion of the author, by a Committee of the Encampment. 

44 An Address delivered before the same body, by Rev. Br. Paul Dean, 
permitted and 'sanctioned in a similar manner. This Address is worthy 
of the subject it treats of, and may be considered as a prose companion to 
the poetry of Br. Power.” 

The annual festival in aid of the School for the support and education 
of the orphan sons of indigent Masons, was held at London, on the 13th 
of March. The amount realized was five hundred pounds r-about $2,500 ! 
The girls festival took place on the 15th ult., and that for the Asylum for 
aged and decayed Masons, is fixed for the 19th instant These are 
splendid charities, and we are happy to learn that .they are steadily ad- 
vancing in prosperity and usefulness. 

The day for the presentation of the 44 Masonic Offering,” to the Rev. 
Dr. Oliver, has not yet been fixed, — some delay having occurred on the 
part of the artist. The doctor has recently been severely indisposed. 
We are gratified to learn, however, that he has nearly recovered his 
health, and that the first part of his proposed new work has been put to 
press. 

The late king of Sweden, (Charles John,) who recently died in the 
81st year of his age, after a reign of thirtyfour years, was one of Napo- 
leon’s marshals — all of whom were Freemasons. He was a patron of the 
Order in the kingdom of Sweden, as is his son, the present monarch. 

We are gratified to learn that our talented friend and Br. Dr. R. T. Cru- 
cefix has been elected commander of the Cross of Christ Encampment, 
London. This is probably the best Encampment in England. 

Delegate to England. Our London correspondent writes as follows : 

44 You ask, if a delegate came here, would it, in 1 yankee phrase,’ pay ? 
Yes — if some Brother whose circumstances would enable him to remain 
here during the Masonic session — say from November to May — and pro- 
vided he was intelligent and well versed in all the degrees of Craft and 
Arch. Templar Masonry might be benefitted also.” 
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BY B. W. BR. THOMAB POWEH. 

[The following beautiful Song and Quintette, was written by Br. Power, for the late Musical 
and Masonic Festival in New Tork. The music was original and composed by Br. G. 
Loder. It was sung by Mrs. E. Loder, assisted by Mr. J. B. Taylor, Br. A. Phillips, Mr. 
Kusign, and Br. J. S. Massott.] 

O ! who that feel for others wo, 

By kind affections led, 

Gan see unmoved, the tears that flow, 

When time’s best hopes have fled 1 
The buoyant joy that childhood knows, 

The gentle love it tells, 

Are dearest when the heart o’erflows, 

Where soft compassion dwells. 

Tears now dim the sufferer’s eye ; 

Hear ! O hear the Orphan’s cry. 

When passed away life’s gentlest tie, 

A mother’s holy love, 

When seen no dear maternal eye, 

Like guardian care above ; 

Fraternal bonds shall ever hold 
The Orphan’s guarded right, 

While seeking in a world so cold 
Affection’s gentle light. 

Tears now dim the sufferer’s eye; 

Hear I O bear the Orphan’s cry. 

Con?e Brothers, come with hearts most kind, 

To heal Jone Orphans’ grief, 

Their tears to dry, their wounds to bind, 

And whisper sweet relief; 

Their prayers in grateful feeling given, 

Shall holy incense be, 

Ascending to the throne of f^eaven 
For Brothers true and free. 

Tears now dim the sufferer’s eye ; 

Hear I O hear the Orphan’s cry. 

Let Charity, with kindly aid, 

Our social temple cheer, 

And bring when other ties shall fade, 

The joy to Brothers dear ; 

And ever may Fraternal care 
Undying still be seen, 

Where pity soothes untold despair, 

And leads to hope serene. 

Tears now dim the sufferer’s eye ; 

Hear 1 O hear the Orphan’s cry. 

30 


234 


PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF NOVA SCOTIA# 


NEW PEOV. GRAND LODGE OF NOVA SCOTIA 
AND NEW BRUNSWICK. 

The Grand Lodge of Scotland having appointed a Provincial Grand Master* 
for this Province, New Brunswick, and P. E. Island, a Grand Lodge, to be called 
“ The Provincial Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,” has re- 
cently been formed ; and held their first meeting for business at St. Andrew’s 
Hall, in this city, on the 18th inst. The appointments by the R. W. Provincial 
Grand Master — provisionally, until the regular election of Grand Officers on St. 
Andrew’s day next, — are as follow : — 

William Traser, Senior Grand Warden. 

William Johns, Junior Grand Warden. 

Patrick Fuller, Grand Treasurer. 

Frederick R. Starr, Grand Secretary. 

Jas. Jameison, Senior Grand Deacon. 

Thomas Mackie, Junior Grand Deacon. 

Wm. McNally, Grand Tyler. 

The meeting was of an interesting nature, and was conducted with much 
satisfaction and harmopy. 

Memorials for the organization of Lodges to be enrolled under the Scottish 
Banner, are in course of forwardness in different parts of the Province ; and a 
period of much Masonic prosperity is cheerfully looked forward to. 

Halifax, M S., April 25, 1844. 


MASONIC COLLEGE OF MISSOURI. 

At the meeting of the Grand Lodge of Missouri in Oct last, R. W. S. W. B. 
Carnegy submitted the following report of his doings as agent for collecting 
funds for the payment of the debt contracted by the purchase of the Marion Col- 
lege buildings. The crowded state of our pages has prevented its appearance at 
an earlier date : 

To the Grand Lodge of the Stale of Missouri : v 

The undersigned, agent for obtaining donations to aid in payment of the pur- 
chase of the College premises, submits the following report : 

During December and January last, he twice visited the Lodges in St Louis, 
and once the Lodges at Palmyra, Hannibal, New London and Troy, and with 
what was collected from those Lodges, and $1500 borrowed, paid over in Jan- 
uary last, $3000 of the debt Of the money advanced by the Lodges, Paris 
Union furnished greatly more than either of tne rest An explicit statement will 
be furnished so soon as information can be obtained. 

In March last, he visited the Lodges at Fayette, Carrolton, Richmond, Lex- 
ington, Marshall, Arrow Rock and Huntsville, taking subscriptions payable in 
May and July. Of these subscriptions, a portion has been paid over to the credit 
of the G. Master, and has been applied to pay portions of the money loaned and 
the original debt, as hereinafter stated. 

Within the last six weeks, he visited the Lodges at Monticello, Hannibal, New 
London, Clarksville, Troy, Fulton, Jefferson City, Boonville, Arrow Rock, Mar- 


*Hon. J. Leandxb Stars, of Halifax.— Ed. 
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shall, Lexington, Independence, Weston, Platte City, Liberty, Richmond, Car- 
rolton, Glasgow and Fayette, and although his hopes have not been wholly reali- 
zed, and though by the insidious circulation of a report u that the Masons were 
not able to accomplish their object and had abandoned it entirely,’ 9 he has been 
prevented from entire success ; yet enough has been achieved to ensure absolute 
certainty of final success, and the ardor, zeal and enthusiasm every where evin- 
ced by each Brother whom he saw, cannot fail to inspire confidence in the waver- 
ing, zeal and ardor in the lukewarm, courage and confidence in the doubting and 
timid. The great distance to be travelled in visiting thosa Lodges, left very 
little time to spend with each (one excepted.) One single night is all that can 
be passed with any one, and some of them failed to meet the demand made upon 
their benevolence ; yet from the disposition evinced by those, he will not permit 
himself to doubt their compliance with all that shall be required from them ; and 
he confidently believes that when a final report shall be made, few, if any, will 
be found delinquent 

True it is, that some Lodges have not vet furnished their equal portions of the 
debt Some, thus far, have failed — yet others, amidst the cry of hard times , pecu- 
niary suffering, and destitution of means, have furnished their’s. The undersign- 
ed has the heart-cheering reflection that these, in the full measure of Masonic 
btnevolence f have come forward and nobly, generously, cheerfully discharged their 
duty ; and the undersigned cannot feel that he has performed his own duty, until 
he shall have laid before the Grand Lodge the names of those Brethren and those 
Lodges who, under every discouragement, have been foremost in achieving the 
glorious result. The Lodges in the city of St Louis, during the last winter, rais- 
ed and paid over their full share of the sum, then raised ($3000.) The Lodges at 
Paris, Palmyra and Troy, also furnished theirs ; and the subjoined account will 
show how nobly, generously and promptly the Lodges herein after mentioned, 
have met the heavy requisitions upon their Masonic Dounty. The following are 
the names of those : Clarksville, Hannibal, Fulton, Jefferson City, Arrow Rock, 
Lexington, Independence, Liberty and Richmond Lodges. 

The undersigned has a long list of Brothers, whose names he desires to make 
known as those to whom he and the cause of humanity are indebted for the as- 
sistance given him by them, but roust withhold them now for want of room ; not- 
withstanding which, however, he must be allowed to present the following as 
having the highest claims to the gratitude of all — who, in a period of great pecu- 
niary embarrassment, advanced their names and credit, bv which money, to the 
amount of more than $2000, has been obtained ; by which the purchase is made 
sure, and a fund provided, upon which the destitute may rely — upon which the 
suffering may draw without danger of protest — whereby an asylum is erected to 
which the houseless, homeless orphan may fly for refuge from the pitiless storm, 
and whereby the Lodge is provided. They are the following Brethren : Jacoby, 
Eastin, Hough, C. C.Tpastin, Broadhead and Mosier, of Clarksville, who advanc- 
ed their bill of exchange for $270; Brothers Kouns, Blakey, Curd, Stone, Wilker- 
son and Elliott, of Fulton, who advanced their bill for $350 ; Brothers Miller, B. 
F. Lisle, J. L. Minor and C. Gunn, of Jefferson City, who advanced their bill for 
$300 ; Brothers Waldo, Woodson, Yager and Owens, of Independence, for their 
bill of $375 ; Brothers A. Lightburn, Hughes, J. S. Lightburn, Coleman and 
McGhaughley, for their bill for $408 ; and Brothers Conway, Draper, Ayres and 
others, of Hannibal, for their bill for $275 ; on all of which bills, interest and ex- 
change deducted, the money has been received. 

The undersigned has no language by which to express the gratitude of his 
own heart, or the sentiments he entertains, respecting the truly liberal, patriotic 
benevolence of those Brethren, which, like bread cast upon the waters, they and 
theirs shall gather of the fruits of their generosity, so long as there remains a 
tear to dry upon the cheek of the disconsolate, or a sigh to be hushed in the bo- 
som of the mourner. 

[A detailed statement of the amount collected is here given in the report. Pos- 
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teasing no general interest, we omit it The amount collected is $6,254.22 — 
leaving a balance to be provided for the final payment of the debt contracted, of 
$3,245,78. We learn that this sum has been since reduced to $2500 .] — Ed. 

Thus, under the smiles and by the help of the Supreme Ruler of the Fraternity 
of Missouri, in one short year, with small exertions only, have we secured to the 
great cause of benevolence, a property worth more (even now) than $30,000, upon 
which the total debt still due is less than $4,000 — a balance so small, compara- 
tively, that it can and will be met by those who have not yet contributed towards 
the object— will be met, not by the proceeds of half-hearted, reluctant charity, 
but by the charity of free, liberal and patriotic hearts, who, when they give, do it 
generously, not grudgingly. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

S. W. B. CARNEGY. 


It will be seen by the following advertisement, that this noble Institution has 
gone into operation, and is ready for the reception of pupils. Its establishment 
is the noblest act ever attempted by the Masonic Fraternity in this country, and 
the complete and successful manner in which it has been accomplished, spreads a 
hallo of glory around the Grand Lodge and Brethren of Missouri : 

“ To the Public. — The General Assembly of the State of Missouri, in Feb- 
ruary, 1843, incorporated the Grand Lodge of the State* by law, with power to 
purchase and hold for educational purposes fifty thousand dollars worth of real 
estate, and also to establish and control an Asylum for destitute children, and a 
School -and College of Learning, for the Education of youth in Virtue and 
Science. This act of the Legislature was, by the Grand Lodge, at the annual 
convocation in October, 1843, accepted ; and property has been purchased, con- 
sisting of a farm of over 800 acres, near Palmyra, the county-seat of Marion 
county, and 470 acres, situated in the same county, twelve miles from Palmyra, 
containing the College Buildings, of ample dimensions to afford accommodations 
for one hundred students. 

The College is situated eighteen miles from the Mississippi River, in one of 
the most beautiful, fertile and healthy sections of the State, and in the midst 
of a moral, religious and industrious population. 

At the meeting of the Grand Lodge in April (inst) the Institution was organi- 
zed by the adoption of a code of By-Laws for its Government, (which will be pub- 
lished in due time,) and the election of the requisite Officers and Professors. J. 
Worthington Smith, A. M. and G. M. of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, was 
unanimously elected President of the College , and A. Patterson, Esq., of Fay- 
ette, Mo., was unanimously elected Principal of the Asylum and Preparatory 
School . To those gentlemen the duties of government and instruction will be 
confided, until the number of students* shall require additional Professors. 

Col. J. J. Montgomery of Palmyra, has taken charge of the Refectory, and will 
provide and furnish Boarding for the students. 

To place within the reach of all, the means of moral culture, and instruction in 
science, at the cheapest possible rate, has been the most anxious dpsire of the 
Grand Lodge. The price of board and tuition is therefore put down as low as can 
be afforded. 

Tuition in the Preparatory Department will be 

Per session of five months, - - - $10 00 

And in the Collegiate Department, - - - 15 00 

For boarding, washing, fuel and light, per week, - - 1 00 

Board and Tuition fees payable in advance for each session. No fee for tui- 
tion will be charged for students sent by the Lodges. 
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Eacli student will furnish his own bed, bedding, stationery and books ; also a 
pitcher, wash-bowl and brushes, for his own use. For the sake of economy, it 
is desirable that the outer garments of the students should be of blue or gray 
casinet or cloth. 

Students will be received on and after the 10th of May next, and it is desira- 
ble that the several Lodges, parents and guardians, who desire to place students 
in this Institution, will do so as soon as possible, that the classes may be arrang- 
ed, and the necessary provisions made for their instruction and comfort. 

For the moral and religious instruction of the youth, the Curators of the Col- 
lege will provide public preaching at the Hall on every Sabbath. The duties of 
each day will be begun and ended with worship, consisting of reading a portion 
of Scripture, singing and prayer. The scriptures are made the third book to be 
used by the students in class. No mere sectarian doctrine of religion is to be 
taught or inculcated, either directly or indirectly. 

By the act of incorporation, this College possesses the power to confer the 
usual literary Degrees on such as merit them, and they will be conferred in pur- 
suance of such rules as the Faculty may protide. 

In the preparatory school, such branches of learning will be taught as are ne- 
cessary for a qualification to enter college. And in the Collegiate department, 
all such other branches of learning and science as shall constitute a thorough 
and finished collegiate education. 

The Masonic Fraternity of Missouri, having engaged with ardor and zeal in 
the great cause of Education of youth — having, at a period of great financial 
pressure and embarrassment, purchased this large amount of property, and thus 
provided for the accommodation of a Faculty and students, having organized the 
Institution and provided for its support — the public may .rest assured that the es- 
tablishment is permanent ^ that both the desire and the ability to perpetuate the 
Institution are possessed by them, and that neither labor nor expense will be 
wanting to make it a school of the greatest usefulness, in the advancement of 
morals, learning and science, to those by whom it may be patronized. 

The Grand Lodge, having obtained the services of Messrs. Smith and Patter- 
son, they are presented to the public as gentlemen of the first respectability for 
virtue, ability and learning ; to whose care the instruction of youth may be safely 
entrusted. P. H. McBRIDE, G. M. 

T. I. ANDERSON, 

S. W. B. CARNEGY, P. G. M. 

April 25, 1844. 
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Irv the Magazine for April, we gave, from the pen of & correspondent, a suc- 
cinct history of the introduction of Masonry into the Iowa Territory, and of the 
organization of the new Grand Lodge. We have since received the journal of 
the proceedings of the Convention, with a copy of the Constitution and By-Laws 
of the Grand Lodge. We have also a copy of the proceedings of the first com- 
munication of the Grand Lodge, — all of which, we are happy to observe, appear 
to be in strict conformity with established Masonic usage. The Constitution 
and By-Laws are admirable, and do great credit to the Masonic intelligence and 
sound judgment of the Brethren composing the Convention. The following arti- 
cles are important, and ought to be found in every Grand Lodge code in the 
country : 
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FROM THE CONSTITUTION. 

Article viii. The Grand Lodge shall have power to constitute n$w Lodges, 
by Letters Patent, under their Seal. 

Article ix. To establish au uniform mode of working throughout its juris- 
diction, strictly adhering to the ancient Land Marks , usages and customs of Ma- 
sonry/ 

Article x. And in furtherance of this object, it shall be the duty of the 
Grand Master, by himself or some Brother by him appointed, at least once in 
every year, to visit every subordinate Lodge, under the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Lodge ; to lecture and instruct the Brethren, and to correct such errors as may 
have obtained among them — to require from the several Lodges under this juris- 
diction, such annual dues as they shall deem necessary to be appointed for the 
benefit of the Craft 

FROM THE BT-LAWS. 

Sec. xi. Masons, not members of any subordinate Lodge, and residing within 
the jurisdiction of this G. Lodge, shall pay annually into the Grand Treasury 
the same dues as are required of the subordinate Lodges for each member, and for 
a non-compliance with the provisions of this section, shall not be permitted to 
visit any one Lodge under this jurisdiction more than once daring such delin- 
quency ; and it is hereby made the duty of the Master of the Lodge, within whose 
jurisdiction such Brother may reside, to enforce the same, and report its infringe- 
ment to the Grand Lodge annually. 

Sec. xix. No Lodge under this jurisdictidn, shall receive any petition for 
initiation or admission, except on the day 6j a stated regular monthly meeting 
thereof; and no ballot shall be taken upon such petition except seam members 
are present, nor until the next monthly meeting after the date of its presentation, 
nor shall a candidate be advanced to a superior degree without satisfactory exam- 
ination as to his proficiency in the last degree he took. 

Sec. xxii. A petition may be withdrawn with the unanimous consent of the 
Lodge, before its reference to an investigating committee, but not afterwards. 

Sec. xxv. All the business of the Lodge, except that of conferring Degrees 
and the instruction thereon, 9hall be transacted in a Lodge, on the third Degree. 

Sec. xxvi. The Grand Master shall cause the work and lectures on the first 
three degrees of Masonry to be exhibited before the Grand Lodge, at each Grand 
Annual Communication. 

Sec. xxx. No member shall be admitted to any subordinate Lodge, or receive 
the charities of the same, unless he shall, on such application, exhibit a Grand 
Lodge Certificate, duly attested by the proper authorities — except he is known 
to the Lodge to be a worthy Brother. 

Sec. xxxv. The penalty for non-payment of dues , shall be — ineligibility to vote 
or hold office — discharge from membership — or suspension — at the option of the 
Lodge. 

the magazine. 

We are under particular obligations to the Brethren of the Grand Lodge for 
the following complimentary notice : 

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge highly approve of the “ Freemasons 9 Month- 
ly Magazine," published by Br. C* W. Moore, at Boston, and recommend the 
same to the patronage of the Lodges and Brethren under this jurisdiction. 
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{The following correspondence speaks for itself. We had hoped that all controversy on 
the subject was at an end, — the question having been once deliberately considered and 
disposed of by the Grand Lodges.]— Ed. Mag. 

Detroit , Jan , 10, 1844. 

To James Herein*, Secretary Grand Lodge State of New York. 

Dear Brother : — The undersigned, a Committee appointed by the Grand 
Lodge of the State of Michigan, at their last annual communication, to corres- 
pond with the Grand Lodge of the State of New York and other Grand Lodges, 
on the subject of the resuscitation of this Grand Lodge, and to solicit your recog- 
nition of us, and a friendly Masonic intercourse, beg leave to lay before you the 
following statement of facts : 

Before the breaking out of the great Anti-Masonic excitement, the then Terri- 
tory of Michigan had a Grand Lodge duly incorporated by the Territorial Legis- 
lature, and under its jurisdiction, seven subordinate Lodges, viz. Detroit and Zion 
Lodges in the City of Detroit, and rive others in the country, all performing their 
duties honorably to themselves and satisfactory to the Fraternity. 

About this period a flood of emigration unparalled in the history of this, or any 
other country, poured into the Territory, many of them from the Western part of 
the State of New York, then called the infected district, bringing with them a 
deadly hostility to the Masonic Institution, and prepared for a crusade even to 
extermination, against the whole body of Masons. Emboldeued by their success 
there, and seeing the smallness of our numbers, it is not surprising that their con- 
duct on all occasions, openly and privately, evinced a disposition on their part, to 
extirpate every vestige of Masonry from our Territory. 

About this time preparations were making to change our Institutions from a 
Territorial to a State government ; and such was the opposition to us, that no 
Mason could be elected to a political office, and the same spirit crept into every 
department of life, poisoning the sources of domestic peace and the sanctity of 
religion. 

In spite of all this opposition, the Lodges for a time held private meetings, but 
these sometimes becoming known, doubly enraged our enemies and strengthened 
their opposition. 

At length a meeting of Masons (not a Lodge) was called by private invitation, 
to consult upon the most prudent course to take, under the circumstances. At 
that meeting a proposition was made by a very respectable Brother, publicly to 
surrender all the charters, and dissolve the Institution, believing as he said, that 
harmony in our political, religious, and domestic relations, was of more impor- 
tance than the Masonic Institution. This was firmly opposed, and when the 
question was taken, not one in ten voted in favor of the proposition. 

After the decision of this question, a worthy Brother, now no more, proposed 
that a prayer of thanksgiving be offered up to the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe for preserving the Institution from dissolution — which was done by a 
Brother Clergyman then present — and after having resolved to refrain from all 
acts calculated to increase the excitement, the meeting was dissolved. 

Soon after this meeting, finding it impossible to continue the regular communi- 
cations of the Lodges without jeopardizing the peace of the community, a regu- 
lar meeting of the Grand Lodge was privately held, in which a resolution was 
passed to suspend labor for the time being, and recommending the subordinate 
Lodges to do the same, intending thereby to legalize the laying down of our 
tools, that we might resume them when the causes which made such proceedings 
necessary should cease. Under the advice contained in this resolution, all the 
subordinate Lodges except Stoney Creek Lodge, suspended their labor, but 
none surrendered their Charters. 

Stoney Creek Lodge being situated in a part of the State remote from the prin- 
cipal scene of excitement, did not suspend, but has continued to labor up to the 
present time. 

Such are the causes which led to the suspension, and such were the steps 
taken to legalize that suspension. We admit that from the year 1829 until 1840 
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no officers were elected to the Grand Lodge, and no meetings held by it, and that 
by the Constitution the Officers are to be elected annually. 

The legal question arising from such a state of things is, Does the expiration 
of the constitutional period of election of Officers to the Gr. Lodge annihilate the 
organized institution of Masonry in the State ? We respectfully contend it does 
not : and that to admit such a doctrine, would be to admit that a force of suffi- 
cient strength, brought to operate upon and prevent all the Gr. Lodges in the 
United States from electing officers at their constitutional period, would annihi- 
late the whole organization of Masonry in the United States. But we do not de- 
sign to discuss the question, and we only now mention it, in justification of the 
course we adopted, and to shew you we acted in good faith, and as we believed 
for the interest of the fraternity. 

In the year 1840, a number of Masons met at Mt. Clemens, anxious to enjoy 
their Masonic privileges, and instituted an inquiry as to what course they should 
pursue. This meeting was composed of Masons who had emigrated to the State 
during the time our Lodges had remained dormant, not one of them ever having 
been a member of our Gr. Lodge. That no member of the Grand Lodge, or any 
of the Subordinate Lodges was present at that meeting, will not appear strange, 
when it is known that our population had increased ten fold ; and that during that 
period the utmost caution was used by Masons in their intercourse with each other. 

The meeting at Mt. Clemens being known, and uot creating that excitement 
which was feared, emboldened the members of the Gr. Lodge and the subordi- 
nate Lodges to wake up from their dormant state, and look for their tools and im- 

E lements. Accordingly a meeting was held at Detroit, composed of the Officers of 
Detroit, Zion, Oakland, and Stoney Creek Lodges, at which was present, the J. Gr. 
Warden, and many other Officers and members of the Gr. Lodge. At this meeting 
the propriety and expediency of resuming Masonic labor was discussed, and a 
large majority resolved to resume ; and a dispensation was granted to a legal num- 
ber of Brethren for a new Lodge at Mt. Clemens, by the names of Lebanon Lodge ; 
and the officers of that Lodge became legal members of the Gr. Lodge at its 
next meeting, which took place in Pontiac, and was composed of delegates from 
Detroit, Oakland, Stoney Creek and Lebanon Lodges ; Officers were elected and 
installed, and a complete organization of Masonic government effected, and a res- 
olution passed giving to the Lodges not then represented, two years to resume 
labor and make their returns to the Gr. Lodge. 

We would here observe, that simultaneous with our suspension of labor in the 
Lodges, we also suspended it in our R. A. Chapter, and that also lay dormant un- 
til the Lodges resumed, when we also revived our Chapter, and communicated 
that fact to the G. G. R. A. C. of the U. S. from which our charter is derived, and 
the officers of that body have approved of our doings. Our Gr. Lodgte has 
granted charters and dispensations, and Lodges have been formed and done work 
under their authority. Quite a large number who have been made Masons in the 
subordidate Lodges, have advanced to the higher degrees of Masonry in our 
Chapter, and now to refuse to acknowledge us, and to declare our acts unmason- 
ic, and our Lodges clandestine, would inflict a blow upon Masonry in our State, 
from which we could not recover. 

Under this view of our peculiar situation, and believing as we always have be- 
lieved, that we were acting according to the established usages of Masonry, and 
that all we have done has been done in good faith, we therefore confidently, but 
respectfully ask our Brethren, whether the good of Masonry does not require, and 
whether under the exercise of that charity, at once the ornament and boast of our 
institution, you will not recognize our organization and approve of our work. 

Fraternally, Yours, &c. * 

JOHN MULLETT, \ 

E. SMITH LEE, 

LEVI COOK, } Committee . 

JEREMIAH MOORS, I 
JOHN FARRAR, ) 
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REPLY. 

Mw York, Feb. 15, 1844. 

Brethren , — Your letter of the 10th ult. addressed to tne Gr. Secretary of the 
Gr. Lodge of the State of New York, has been laid before us, its executive officers. 

You inform us that you are “a Committee appointed by the Gr. Lodge of the 
State of Michigan at their last annual communication, to correspond with the Gr. 
Lodge of the State of New York and other Gr. Lodges, on the subject of the resus- 
citation 6f (the Gr. Lodge of Michigan) and to solicit (our) Masonic intercourse.” 

We know not whether you are aware that a similar request was made to us in 
184], accompanied with a statement of facts, (so called,) and a copy of the reso- 
lution adopted by the Gr. Lodge of this State, in June, 1827, recognizing and 
welcoming the Gr. Lodge which was then just organized in Michigan, and a copy 
of an Act of the Legislature, incorporating that Gr. Lodge ; neither of which 
were relevant to the claims of the present body, called the Gr. Lodge of Michigan, 
to the powers of a Gr. Lodge. Amongst other statements made to us at that 
time, by the person who wrote in behalf of the body you represent, were the fol- 
lowing : “ On examination I found all the materials of the old Gr. Lodge in a 
formal condition, up to the FaUoflS32, when I found on file, a resolution introdu- 
ced by Br. Cass, unanimously adopted by the Gr. Lodge, recommending the whole 
Fraternity in the Territory 4 to cease from labor for the time being, in conse- 
quence of the violenceof anti- masonry and “ As the. Constitution provides 

for the Gr. Officers continuing in Office till others are elected, installed and 
invested, a majority of the old Gr. Officers remaining in the State, continued in 
power till the election of last June.” These were startling statements, because 
we had good cause to believe they were not true, and were intended to deceive . 

Further and precise information was accordingly requested, viz. a copy of the 
Article of the Constitution by which the Gr. Officers claim to hold over without 
limitation through a series of years ; — what Gr. Officers, who were regularly elect- 
ed and installed in 1832, (or at the last election, whether previous or subsequent 
to that date) authorised, approved, or attended the meeting in June, 1841 ? Who 
were the Delegates from Lodges who held that meeting, and how, and by whom 
were they delegated ? If all the Lodges ceased their Tabor in 1832, how, and by 
what authority were they re-organized, if they were re-organized, previous to 
June, 1841 ? These questions were never answered. 

The Masonic Convention at Washington, in March, 1842, after examining the 
evidence brought together at that time, decided, that the present Gr. Lodge of 
Michigan is an irregular body, which ought not and cannot be recognized by the 
Fraternity of the United States. After again examining the case, our Committee 
on Foreign Correspondence made a similar report in June, 1842. We then pro- 
ceeded to organize a Lodge in Michigan. 

We shall not again refer to the statements made to us in 1841, — those which 
you have now furnished bear the impress of candor and truth, and as such merit 
our respect, and shall be answered with a just regard to courtesy and the high im- 
portance of the subject under consideration. 

This subject, you are aware, is not new to us. We have examined it tho- 
roughly, with the advantages of several sources of information, various discus- 
sions in other places, and matured reflection fof upwards of two years. Your 
letter furnishes us with no new fact, except that 44 Stoney Creek Lodge did not 
suspend, but continued to labor up to the present time.” We, therefore, pro- 
fess to speak on the case understanding^ ; and our opinions, Whether acceptable 
or not, are based upon Masonic law, and the established usages of the Craft 

It has never been disputed that the Gr. Lodge of Michigan established in 1826- 
7 was regular. That body adopted a constitution, and that Constitution says, 
44 The Gr. Officers shall be elected annually.” — Art. 1, Sec. 4. “The Gr. Lodge 
shall meet in the City of Detroit annually, on the first Wednesday in June, at 
which time the Gr. Officers shall be elected .” — Art. 1, Sec. 5. 

44 The representatives of three Lodges shall form a quorum for the transaction 
of business.” — Art 1, Sec. 3. 

31 
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The Masters and Wardens of Lodges, or their Proxies, are thp representatives 
designated. Art, 1, Sec. 1. Art 7, Sec. 10, 11. 

“The Master (and Wardens) shall be annually chosen by ballot , at the regular 
meeting next preceding the festival of St John the Evangelist” — Art 5, Sec. 3, 5. 

“ Any Lodge neglecting to assemble for one year, or neglecting to make returns 
and pay its dues for two years, shall forfeit its warrant and surrender the same to 
the Gr. Secretary.” — Art. 6, Sec. 11. “No regulation affecting the general inter- 
est of the Craft shall be changed, or adopted, except at the meeting in June. — ” Art 
1, Sec. 5. 

Under this Constitution it is evident that the resolution passed to suspend la- 
bor for the time being, whether adopted “in June” or at some other time, opera- 
ted in due course to completely disorganize the Lodges and the Gr. Lodge. In 
December following its passage, the Lodges were disorganized by the failure 
of elections ; and in the June succeeding, the Gr. Lodge could not have formed 
a quorum of legal representatives, if the attempt had been made, because there 
were not three Lodges in the State in a condition to send legal representatives. 
The powers of all the Gr. Officers expired by the limitation of the Constitution, 
and then terminated the existence of the Grand Lodge of Michigan. 

At that time, had there been in the State three organized Lodges, their legal 
representatives might have remedied that catastrophe, by immediately assem- 
bling and reorganizing the Gr. Lodge. Even as they were, they might have ap- 
pealed to some existing Gr. Lodge to receive them under their jurisdiction, and 
under the circumstances, there can be no doubt they would have been kindly re- 
ceived and authorised to re-organize. Certain we are, that the Parent Gr. Lodge 
of the four original founders of the extinct Gr. Lodge of Michigan would have 
received them with affection and sympathy. 

Having explained the grounds of our opinion that the Gr. Lodge and subordi- 
nate Lodges of Michigan were extinct under their own Constitution, we proceed 
to the examination of the course pursued in their resuscitation. In this are ac- 
cumulated many errors. The J. G. Warden whom you mention, can only be re- 
garded as a Past G. Warddn ; a member of the Gr. Lbdge, if it existed, but with 
no more right and authority to grant dispensations for the organization of new, or 
the revival of old Lodges, than any other Mason in the State. Had he been left 
at the head of the Gr. Lodge, by deaths or other casqaTfies, during his official 
year , his rigjit to exercise the dispensing power of a Gr. Master, withqut the 
concurrence of the Grand Lodge, woulf have been questionable, but to exercise 
that power eleven years after he had ceased to be even a Gr. -Warden, was an 
usurpation of a prerogative to which he had not the least color of right ' 

Lodges under dispensation are the mere agents of the constituent power, whether 
authorised by the Gr. Master, or the Gr. Lodge. Their Officers are not membero 
of the Gr. L*>dge, nor Are they entitled to a voice therein, neither have they a 
right to form or to assist in forming a Grand Lodge. ' That is a privilege which 
appertains only to regularly warranted and constituted Lodges. ' 

Stoney Creek Lodge in continuing to labor after the power bp which they were 
authorised to work was dead , erred. Their doings were by their charter to be in 
conformity to the Constitution of the Gr. Lodge, but that Constitution had be- 
come a dead letter ; They were under the jurisdiction of no superior power; they 
were an anomaly in American Masonry. 

On the point which you designated “ as the legal question,” whether the expira- 
tion df the constitutional period for the election of the Officers to the Gr. Lodge 
annihilates the organized institution in the State, we have already expressed our 
opinion; but as you have raised a very improbable hypothesis — a supposed case 
of ultra anti-masonic influence brought to bear on all the Gr. Lodges of the Un- 
ion by which vou appear to justify the “ holding over” principle, we reply, that 
that doctrine has never been sanctioned in this country, nor are we aware that 
it has in any other. In this State it was decided against and repudiated by the 
Gr. Lodge many years ago, and we wish you to bear in mind that this Gr. 
Lodge is your Alma Mater . The principle is too dangerous to be tolerated. 
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Pierce anti-masonry is a demon of ephemeral life 5 ambition is coextensive with 
humanity, and requires eternal vigilance to guard against its machinations. It 
would be far more easy to prevent annual elections by the exertion of power from 
within, than by influence from without. Every Gr. Lodge and every subordinate 
Lodge in the United States, is required to elect their officers annually and at fix- 
ed tunes. Legal remedies exist where by accident omissions occur, but to admit 
this “ holding over” principle into Masonry, would introduce a most dangerous 
innovation, which cannot for a moment be entertained. 

You assure us that you believe and always have believed that you were acting ac- 
cording to the established usages of Masonry. In this also you have erred. To 
establish a usage the same thing must have been done repeatedly, and approved 
by competent authority. But you refer to no precedent, and for the best of rea- 
sons, there is none. To approve then of your proceedings, or even to bestow the 
least countenance or toleration on them, would be', so far as the influence of the 
Gr. Lodge of the State of New York extends, conniving at and sanctioning a 
precedent which would open the flood gates of innovation on the landmarks, of 
the Order. Therefore we cannot consent to it. The Gr. Lodge of this State nev- 
er will consent to it, nor so far as her voice can be heard sounding the alarm can 
it ever be consented to any where. * 

If then a blow is “ inflicted on Masonry in your State from which it cannot re- 
cover,” remember, you have inflicted it with your own hands, and the responsibility 
rests with you alone. 

But if you will, the door shall be thrown open for your honorable retreat 
Take therefore the advice of your friends — your Brothers — your Masonic Pa- 
rents. There is at this time a regular, and flourishing’Lodge at Niles ; let there 
be two or more others established under the authority and jurisdiction of some of 
the Gr. Lodges of the Union, then when they desire to organize a State govern- 
ment for themselves, none will object, but all will rejoice. Believe not that be- 
cause we cannot be persuaded to countenance you in an erroneous and unjustifi- 
able course, that we are not ever ready and desirous of aiding you to return. 

Zion, Detroit, Menomonie, Oakland and Mom-oe Lodges are our own offspring, 
and we leel towards them the sympathies of a Parent. 

Similar opinions and advice have been given by our sister Gr. Lodges, but as 
they may not have come to your knowledge, — perhaps have been concealed from 
you, — we herewith send a few extracts from their Transactions. 

The Gr. Lodge of Massachusetts, Jan. 8 , 1842, Resolved, That the Gr. Lodge 
of Massachusetts regarding the views and sentiments of the United States Ma- 
sonic Convention in their disfranchisement of the Gr. Lodge of Michigan, as ac- 
cordant with the practice enjoined by the statutes and Landmarks of the Order, 
hereby sanction and approve of the, measure. 

Resolved, That the irregularity which has prompted the foregoing Resolution, pro- 
ceeding from Brethren good and true, urges us, as well wishers to those of the 
faith in Michigan, to enjoin upon them and bid them “ God Speed” in the forma- 
tion of a Gr. Lodge founded on established and constitutional principles. 

The Gr. Lodge of Illinois, Oct. 1842, Resolved, That “ they cannot recognise 
the Gr. Lodge of Michigan as at present constituted, nor any of the subordinate 
Lodges acting under its authority.” The Gr. Lodge of Indiana, in May, 1843, 
adopted a similar resolution. 

The Gr. Lodge of Virginia, Dec. 1842, Resolved, That whenever they shall 
have been officially informed that a Gr. Lodge of Michigan is constituted from 
Delegates appointed by regularly working subordinate Lodges in that State, un- 
der the authority of some neighboring and recognized Gr, Lodge, they will most 
cheerfully extend to the Brethren of Michigan the fight hand of fellowship, and will 
co-operate with them in all objects tending to the benefits of Masonry in general. 

The Gr. Lodge of Alabama, Dec. 2, 1842, “ advise their Brethren (in Michi- 
gan) to organize in a manner which will not admit of a constitutional question, 
as such might be easily done, without material delay, expense or trouble, and 
would tend to promote the interest and harmony of our peaceful Order.” 
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The Gr. Lodge of Missouri, Oct. 1842, received the following report from their 
Committee on Foreign Correspondence : ... , 

“ Your committee have also had before them for their consideration, a printed 
copy of the proceedings of a certain body of men esteeming themselves Ma- 
sons, and claiming to be the Gr. Lodge of the State of Michigan. In examin- 
ing the facts disclosed by themselves, your committee find unequivocal testimony 
disproving their claims as a Gr. Lodge, and so far from satisfying your Committee, 
that the body aforesaid is a regularly organized Gr. Lodge, the contrary is fully 
established. t . 

“ Your committee cannot therefore (as under other and different circumstances 
they would gladly do) recorhraend a recognition of that body in the character 
they have assumed ; but on the contrary, that our Fraternity and this Gr. kopge 
discountenance that association, and all who seek recognition by virtue of their 
authority, but at the same time your Committee feel bound thus to decide from the 
developments made by themselves, yet it is not without feelings of strong 
regret your Committee find the existence of such a state of facts as to compel 
them to make it ; for those brethren (as men and as Masons) this Gr. Lodge can en- 
tertain no other feelings than those of the most friendly kind', yet their irregular 
and illegal organization ought not to be permitted to pass unnoticed. Under 
these impressions your Committee suggest that the Gr. Lodge recommend to those 
Brethren to retrace their steps and ‘ do their works over again,’ and proceed to 
organize a Gr. Lodge in conformity to the immemorial practice and custom of the 
Fraternity, that Masonry 1 may not be wounded in the house of its friends,’ and 
this as well as all other Gr. Lodges, at no distant day, may enjoy the pleasure of 
recognizing a regularly organized Gr. Lodge in the State of Michigan. ’ 

The Gr. Lodge of Connecticut, May, 1843, received a report from their Com- 
mittee on Foreign Correspondence, who after examining the papers which “pur- 
port to be the proceedings of the Gr. Lodge of Michigan,” say they “are con- 
strained to report the sqme opinion” as other Gr. Lodges had come to; and they 
add in the same spirit of kind forbearance which has been exhibited every where, 
that they “would not censure the Masonic Fraternity of Michigan for their incor- 
rect proceedings in the formation and organization of their Gr. Lodge, believing 
their intentions were good, and their errors not designed.” They therefore ad- 
vise the Gr. Lodge of Connecticut, “ in the true spirit of friendship and brother- 
ly love to recommend to the subordinate Lodges and Brethren of Michigan, so 
to review and reorganize their Gr. Lodge, that the right hand of fellowship can 
be extended to them by their sister Gr. Lodges, and by every individual member 
of the Fraternity throughout the world.” . 

Thus you perceive that that charity which you invoke, has exercised her kind- 
est offices, and still extends towards you her open hands, imploring you to turn 
from the perverse and cheerless course into which you have been deluded. Or- 
ganized as you are, without a shadow of lawful authority, you cannot be admitted 
to our Lodges, we cannot countenance you, or own you as fair Brethren duly 
formed, nor approve of your acts and deeds. 

How long then will you try the patience of your friends? — Until they cease 
to place confidence in your professions of good faith? — We hope not, we believe it 
not ; and that faith and hope are also emanations of charity animating 
Your friends and Brothers, 

MORGAN LEWIS, G. M. 

ALEX. H. ROBERTSON. D. G. M. 
JAMES HERRING, Gr. Secretary. 


To Brothers John Mullett, 

E. Smith Lee, 

Levi Cook, 

Jeremiah Moors, 

John Farrar, 

Detroit, Michigan. 
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MASONIC PROCESSION. 

I baw the hand of Brothers move, 

With slow and solemn tread j 
Their hearts were joined by ties of love, 

In charity*were wed ; 

And types of light’s illumined ray, 

Shone on the chastening rod, 

And in the midst, wide open lay, 

The Gospel of our God. 

I ask’d a man of four score yeats, 

Why after them he ran, 

He said— and melted into tears— 

“ They feed the poor old man.” 

He said—” I once was sick and sad, 

My limhs were rack’d with pain, 

They came, they comforted and clad, 

The old man rose again.” 

I ask’d a weeping widow why 
She followed those before ; 

She said— and wip’d her weeping eye— 

11 They came unto my door : — 

They came when all the world beside, 

Had turned from me and fled,— 

They came my wants and woes to hide, 

They gave my children bread.” 

I ask’d an orphan hoy why he 
, His eager footsteps bends : 

He said, “ thej smile on all like me, 

They were my father’s friends 3 
Before he died they cloth’d and fed, 

And all our gifts they gave, 

And when we wept for father dead, 

They threw gifts in his grave.” 

And such, I said, are Masons all, 

Friends to the needy poor j 
They never view a Brother fall, 

They never shun his door. 

And though ’t is said they are not “ Free,”* 

Virtue and love are twins, 

And the blest grace of Chabity, 

Hides multitudes of sins. 

They worship, in the Lodge of God, 

Secret and solemn there 3 
They bow beneath his sacred rod, 

And breathe the heart felt prayer, 

Freemasonry, like woman’s love, 

Is taught by private rules, 

So deep that should it public prove, 

It would be sport for fools. Milfobd Bard. 


♦Free from sin. 
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THE FREEMASON’S LEXICON. 

TRANSLATED FROM THE BERMAN. 

[Continued from page 207.] 

Aufhebung einer Loge. — Prohibiting a lodge to assemble, or striking a Lodge 
off from the Grand Lodge List It is an event of a very rare occurrence that a 
Lodge is struck off the fist or prohibited from assembling. This may be done by 
command^of the State ; and when this is the case, the Brethren are bound to obey 
the law without murmuring or complaining that their sphere of usefulness is cir- 
cumscribed. But when a Ijodge is struck off from the list of the Grand Lodge, 
under which it held its warrant, it must be because it has fallen into irregularity, 
or has violated the rules of the Craft to such a degree, as to bring down upon it 
the greatest punishment the Grand Lodge can inflict 

Augt der Vorschung. — Eye of Providence ; a symbol of the W. M. As the 
eye of the Great Architect of heaven and earth is incessantly upon all his works, 
so should the eye of the W. M. be upon every thing that passes in his Lodge. 

AugenlicM. — Eyesight He who has been temporally deprived of his sight is redu- 
ced to the condition of a new born babe, or of one of those unfortunate individuals 
whose natural infirmity renders the presence of a conductor indispensibly neces- 
sary ; but when there are no outward objects to distract his attention, it is then that 
with the eye of reflection he probes into the deepest and darkest recesses of his own 
heart, and discovers his natural imperfections and impurities much more readily 
than he could possibly have done had he not been deprived of sight. This short 
deprivation of sight has kindled in his heart a spark of the brightest and the pur- 
est flame. “The people which sat in darkness saw a great light,” Matt iv., 
16. We must further admit that those who have been deprived of their sight, 
and who have hopes of being restored to it, strive most industriously and dili- 
gently to obtain it; that they have no greater desire, and that they will most read- 
ily pledge themselves to do all that can be required of them, in order to obtain 
that inestimable blessing. 

A man who has been deprived of his sight may be introduced into places where 
he is surrounded by the strangest and the rarest objects, without the possibility 
of his becoming a traitor. At the same time, those who are in possession of their 
sight cannot feel the care of their guides so much as those who are hoodwinked, 
and who feel that without the constant attention of their conductors, they would be 
much more helpless than they now are ; but however many proofs of attention 
and care they may receive, there is still something left to wish for. 

August Wilhelm, Prince of Prussia, born 9th of August, 1722, and died 22d 
June, 1758. He was a brother of Frederick the Great, and father of Frederick 
Wilhelm II. As a Member of the Order, he belonged to the Grand Lodge at 
the Three Globes, Berlin. 

Auvergne. — A province in France, in which the higher degrees of Freemason- 
ry were formerly much cultivated, particularly among the clergy in the cloisters of 
Clermont, the capital of the province. Clermont had a bishop of its own, and in 
former times the Maltese Knights had a tongue here. 

Baden Grosshuzogthum , Grand Dutchy of Baden. — By a public decree of the 
Elector of the Bavarian Palitinate, in 1785, all secret assemblies were forbid and 
all the Freemasons’ Lodges in his Palatinate were closed ; but when those coun- 
tries were annexed to Baden, the Lodges were re-opened. Carl Ludwig Frederick, 
Grand Duke of Baden, who died on the 10th June, 1811, in his seventyfifth year, 
was a Freemason, and during the whole of his long reign many Lodges were 
actively and worthily working in the whole of his provinces. There were Lodges 
in Brucshal, Carlsruhe, Manheim, Heidelberg, and in Freiberg in the Briesgaw. 
On the 23rd May, 1809, a Grand Lodge was formed in Carlsruhe, and in 1808 
a Grand Orient was formed in Manheim ; but since 1812 all the Lodges have 
been closed. 
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Baldachin, Wolhen , Himmel — Canopy , Clouds , Heaven. — Every Freemason 
knows that by clouded canopy we mean the heavens, and that the clouded canopy 
teaches how widely extended is our sphere of usefulness. There is no portion of 
the inhabited world in which our labor cannot be carried forward, as there is no 
portion of the globe without its clouded canopy. 

Baldinger Ernst Gottfried . — Born in Great Vargula, near Erfuhet, on the 13th 
May, 1738, and at the time of his death, 2nd January, 1804, Privy Counsellor of 
Hesse Cassel, and chief Professor of Medicine at Marbourg. Much and deserv- 
edly celebrated for his great learning and numerous and valuable writings. He 
was a member of the Lodge at Marbourg. 

Ballota^t. Ballot . — Bal lotting frequently takes place in a Freemason’s Lodge, 
more particularly, in admitting a candidate, which is never allowed to take place 
unless he has a majority of votes in his favour according to the rules of the Lodge ; 
some Lodges requiring perfect unanimity, others admitting the candidate when 
there are not more than three black balls against him. In exercising this privi- 
lege every member ought to give his vote perfectly free from any influence from 
either the Officers of the Lodge, or from personal or private motives : he ought at 
all times to remember that this privilege is given to men who ought to think and 
to act for themselves with this sole one object in view, viz. the credit, honor and 
welfare of the Craft in general, and of his own Lodge in particular. In the an- 
cient constitution there are no rules laid down for the exercise of the ballot, but 
those Lodges act most in accordance with the spirit of Freemasonry, who pay 
the greatest attention to the dissenting votes. In small towns the ballot may be 
used very differently from what it can be ih large ones ; in the former the candi- 
date is generally personally known by every Member of the Lodge, in the latter 
is frequently known only by the Brother who proposes him. In the latter case 
no one can be blamed if he exercises his privilege, after duly considering the 
character of the proposer, and his general conduct toward the Lodge, and then 
gives his vote according to the best of his judgment 

Bangessellschaflen , Bauhutter und Kunstverbruderunger , Architects' Societies , 
Building Huts and Scientific Brotherhood — The Builder’s hutts, or ancient 
Romish' Architect’s corporations or colleges, we find mentioned as early as 
about the 50th year after the building of Rome. They continued to exist 
amtfng the ancient. Romans, and were extended by them into Britain, 
and other countries. They had their own officers, their own corporation laws, 
patron deity and priests, and they also admitted distinguished persons, who 
were not connected with architecture, into their societies. It is inferred that the 
Builders’ or Architects’ Societies of the middle ages, were derived from those Ro- 
man Builders’ Corporations. We have the following account of the Architect’s 
society. The spire on Munster, in Strasburgh, was commenced about the year 
1277, and finished about 1439. The fame of this noble building induced for- 
eign princes and cities to send to Strasburgh for experienced architects to build 
similar works for them, and in this manner the Architects were spread abroad. In 
order to distinguish themselves from the Common Masons, they held closed soci- 
eties or corporations in different places, unto which they gave the names of Hutts, 
Halls, or Lodges ; but they acknowledged the precedence of the Strasburgher 
Hutt, and gave it the title of the Chief Hutt. They regarded their art as vastly 
superior to that of the common Masons, and used the tools of the operative Ma- 
son as Symbols; they also invented words and signs, and were initiated into 
the degrees of Apprentice, Fellow-craft, and Master, with secret ceremonies. 
They had many customs, which resembled those of the Roman builders, Hutts 
or Colleges, as well as of the Freemasons’ Lodges of the present day, and enjoyed 
great privileges in France, Italy and England, as well as in Germany. In Sax- 
ony they had a peculiar code of laws, and court of justice for their own profes- 
sion, and were so closely connected with each other, that the Work-hutts of twen- 
ty two cities in Anspach, Augsburg, Basel, Constanez, Hagenan, Heidelberg, 
Heilbroun, Maims, Weisenheim, Muncher, Nuraburg, Plassenburg, Regensburg, 
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Saltsburg, Schlettstadt, Speir, Stutgar'd, Ulm, and Zural, were dependant upon 
the Chief or Grand Hutts at Strasburg ; which union was broken up by a decree 
of the Rendsburg Imperial Diet, dated March 16th, 1707. In the present meaning 
of the word they were not Freemasons’ Lodges, but the menbers were Artists, 
possessed of very great privileges, and richly endowed with corporate rights and 
wonderful customs, derived from the tradition of remote antiquity. They were 
also in possession of much more both physical and mathematical knowledge than 
their contemporaries, the possession of which implies that their minds were more 
cultivated, and that their views extended far beyond the monkish superstitions j 
of their age ; and those views which it was not prudent to publish, might with 
very great propriety be called secrets, into which secrets distinguished noble 
persons, although not Architects, were allowed to be initiated. In England there , 
was also a somewhat similar society, viz. the Masonic regulations, which were 
agreed to in the Builder’s Hutt at York, in 906. In France this sort of Archi- 
tect’s Union was broken up about the middle of the 16th century; it was after- 
wards broken up at Strasburg, which at that time did not belong to France, and 
soon after that it ceased to exist altogether. 

Baukunst, Architecture. — Why have we chosen Architecture as the symbol of 
our labor? The answer to this question may be found in the following lines: 
as soon as uncivilized men began to reflect upon their condition, and to observe the / 
conduct of animals, they built huts to protect themselves from both cold and heat 
The first want of an uncivilized man is food, the second protection from wind and 
weather, from the heat of the sun, and from the attacks of wild animals. Imita- 
ting the beast of the field, he first found a refuge in the caves of the earth, or in 
the thick branches of the trees : and when those shelters became scarce, he built 
himself a hut. Architecture is thus one of the -first occupations in which man 
employed himself, and reflection is the first step towards improving the mind. 

How astonishingly has the science of Architecture improved, and how honored 
and how respected is an experienced Architect. The science commenced with 
miserable huts ; the next step was to erect altars, on which to offer sacrifices to 
the gods of their own imaginations ; regular Swellings followed next in rotation, 
after which, in rapid succession, came palaces for their princes, bridges over the 
most rapid streams to facilitate their commune with each other ; pyramids and 
towers, proudly pointing to the heavens ; catacombs of nearly immeasurable di- 
mensions for the interment of their dead, and the most gorgeous temples in hon- / 
or of the Great Architect of heaven and earth. The rugged rock is selected by 
the Architect for the foundation of his work. He forms himself passages through 
the bowels of the earth, and under the bed of the rapid river he builds himself a 
path. His works are proportioned with the strictest mathematical precision ; and 
the Compasses, the Square, the Level and the Plumb-rule are constantly in bis 
hands ; various artizans are employed in beautifying and adorning the buildings 
his skill has erected. Thus we have adopted the title of Masons from one of the 
most ancient and most honorable occupations of mankind, in allusion to the anti- 
quity of our Order. The working tools of an Operative Mason have become our 
symbols, because we can find no better or more expressive ones. * No occupa- 
tion is so widely extended, and in close connexion with others as that of a Mason ; 
and the various paths by which mankind strive to gain an entrance into the im- 
perishable temple are innumerable. 

Baumeister , der grosse oder Gott . The Great Architect , or God . — This most high 
Being ought to be duly revered by every Brother as the Great Architect of heav- 
en and of earth, and his name ought never to be spoken but with the greatest hu- 
mility and reverence. It is not improper, when we are always speaking of Mason- 
ry, to call God the Great Architect of Heaven and earth, as we also call him the 
Lord of lords and Ring of kings. Every one, even those who are not Freema- 
sons, call him the Creator of heaven and of earth. He has created every thing 
that we can see ; and it is certain that he has created many things which we have 
not power to see. It is written in Holy Scripture that we should strive to be like 
unto God ; and when the Brethren strive to adorn his greatest work — when they 


LINES ON THE DEATH OF SIB JOHN MOORE. 


249 


assist in carrying on the spiritual temple in the manner he has ordained — they 
most assuredly ml his holy law. 

Bmern, Bavaria . — In speaking of Freemasonry in Bavaria, we must make a due 
distinction between Old Bavaria and those countries which have been united with 
it, and are now known by the common name of Bavaria under the government of 
the present King Maximilian Joseph (1831.) In the Old country no lodges were 
allowed to be held ; but the Lodges which were in existence in the countries 
which have been annexed to it, were still permitted to assemble: although their 
privileges have been much circumscribed ; no one who holds a situation of any 
description under the government, being allowed to be initiated, or to continue a 
Member of the Order : this affects the Lodges in those countries which have 
been united to Bavaria, viz. Regensburg, Nuremberg, Erlangen, Anspach, Bayre- 
uth, Hoff; &c. &c. In old Bavaria there were formerly several Lodges, particu- 
larly one in Munches ; but they were all closed by a decree of the previous gov- 
ernment, published on the 22d June, 1784, and renewed on the 2d March, 1785. 
August 16th, 1785, the Electoral Prince published a decree to all the members of 
the electoral colleges, “ that they should publish and declare, within eighty days 
whether they carried on the pernicious work of Freemasonry or not — whether they 
belonged to the sect of Freemasons or not, and whether they would abandon it, and 
repent of their crime in having belonged to it or not.” The Minister of State, 
Baron von Krasimair, and the ex-Jesuit Frank, were two of the greatest ene- 
mies of the Order. A most remarkable letter was written at this time by the 
celebrated philosopher and imperial Austrian councillor, Ignats Edles von Born, 
in Vienna, on the 2d September 1785, in which he returned liis diploma as a Mem- 
ber of the Academy of the Sciences at Munster, and of the Philosophical Society 
at Burghausen, near Munster, and in which he declared “ that he was a Freema- 
son, but that he did not repent it ; on the contrary, he considered it to be an Ijon- 
or to belong to a Society, tho distinguishing characteristics of which were 
Justice, Honor and Mercy, and which inculcated, as our principal duties, to fear 
and love God, to Honor and ojiey our Temporal Rulers, arid to live in peace and 
charity with all mankind.” He further wrote — M At the time when you admitted 
me a Member of your Society, there appeared in all parts of Bavaria a desire to 
investigate into the truth, ana to promote the spread of useful knowledge ; and I 
was proud that you considered me worthy to assist in this glorious enterprize. 
Unfortunately the late electoral decree has robbed me of all my flattering expec- 
tations; but it cannot prevent me, under the mighty protection and wise govern- 
ment of the Emperor Joseph, from exerting the little abilities I possess, in 
combating incessantly with Jesuitism, fanaticism, intolerance, ignorance and 
superstition, and thus promoting, in a small degree, the object of the Electoral 
Academy ; that is, to promote thecause of wisdom and of truth, eveniri Bavaria.” 


LINES ON THE DEATH OF SIR JOHN MOORE. 


[Sir Johh Mooan was a Freemason, — a knowledge of which fact will, we doubt not, give, 
» in the minds of many of our readers, an additional zest to the following, not less eelebra- 
• ted than touehiqgly beaatifbl lines, on his death. J*— Ed. Mao. 


Not a drum was heard, nor a funeral note, 
As his corse to the rampart we hurried — 
Not a soldier discharged his farewell shot 
O’er the grave where our hero we buried. 


V 

1. 

*J8 


We buried him darkly at dead of night, 
The sods with our bayonets turning, 

By the struggling moon-beam’s misty light, 
And the lantern dimly burning. , 
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No useless coffin enclosed his breast, 

Not in sheet nor in shroud we wound him ; 

But he lay like a warrior taking his rest, 

With his martial cloak around him. 

Few and short were the prayers we said, 

, And we spoke not a word of sonrow ; 

But we steadfastly gazed on the lace that was dead. 
And we bitterly thought of the morrow* 

We thought 88 we hollow’d his narrow bed, 

And smoothed down his lonely pillow, 

That the foe and the stranger would tread o’er his head. 
And We far away on the billow ! 

Lightly they’ll talk of the spirit that’s gone, 

And o’er his cold ashes upbraid him, 

But little he’ll reek, if they let him sleep on 
In the ground where a Briton has laid him. 

But half of our heavy task was done, 

When the clock struck the hour for retiring j 

And we beard the distant and random gun 
That the foe was sullenly firing. 

Slowly and sadly we laid him dowi\, 

From the field of his fame, fresh and gory 5 

We carved not a line, we raised not a stone, 

But we left him alone— with his glory. 


A SHORT TALE WITH A LONG MORAL. 

“ Ne let the man ascribd.it to his skill, 

That through grace hath gained victory ; 

If any strength we have, it is to ill ; 

But all the good is God’s, both power and eke will,’* 

Spencer’s Faerie Queene. 

It was on the evening of a summer’s day, that twenty young men were assem- 
bled in the private room of the George Inn, in the pleasant village of Thickhom, 

in the county of W . They were members of a society, partly social, and 

partly literary and scientific, whose custom was to meet once a week, for the pur- 
pose of discussing any subject which the majority of the members thought fit to 
introduce, and afterwards adjourn to the pleasures of the festive board, where the 
labors of the evening concluded by discussing the merits of Bacchus and Dr. 
Kitchener. For such purpose was the party assembled, which I have just intro 
duced to the notice of the reader, on the evening commencing my narrative. 

From the variety of topics which engaged their attention, an evil of a glaring 
nature was the necessary result, and followed, as is too often the case, by one of 
still greater magnitude. The attention, directed to so many different channels 
in the wide world of knowledge, stored the minds of those directing it with a large 
amount of learning ; but all of a most superficial and desultory nature— that un- 
substantial structure, from which so many souls leap into the gulph of error and 
false light Such unfortunately was the case with the little society mentioned, 
which aeducing false conclusions from that which should have led them to the Dei- 
ty, fell from one depth of error to another deeper, and still deeper, until, at length, 
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they sunk into those of infidelity and impiety, and casting aside the light of revela- 
tion attempted to pierce the shades that veil the hidden springs of life by the erring 
guide of human reason. Such were the men, and such their principles, who were 
assembled at the time mentioned, in the private room of the George Inn, Thick- 
horn. 

The hour of meeting bad passed some time, and their chairman, usually so 
punctual, not having arrived, they were about electing one of their number to fill 
that office pro-tempore y when he arrived, and apologizing to the meeting for his 
late arrival, made them acquainted with the cause. He had been to the’ town of 

W , on business, and delayed his return to witness a Mason’s funeral, which 

was to take place that afternoon, which ceremony having prevented him from com- 
mencing his journey homeward so soon as he intended, was the cause of his so 
late arrival at the meeting, 

That same evening, after supper, the Mason’s funeral became a topic of dis- 
course among them, and curiosity awakened in them the desire to solve the mys- 
teries of a body so extensive, so respectable in number and distinguished'names, 
and which, from its own traditions, boasted so remote an antiquity. 

And then that peculiar, and, to them, unknown charm, which sealed the lips 
and closed the hearts of its disciples ! — what could that be which, through so 
many generations, has prevented the foolish and profane, as well as the wise 
and prudent, among its members from divulging its secrets to the popular world ! 
What a charming field was this for their researches! What a rich vein opened 
to that fatal curiosity whieh cost the world a paradise ! To them who denied 
the existence of an after-state, and the surveillance of an omnipresent Deity, 
and the laws of whose country would visit with their thunders any open or covert 
attack upon their persons, what power could there be in Masonry to check the 
free expression of all its mysteries, supposing they had gained possession of them ? 

At all hazards, they were determined to make trial of its force ; and Charles 
Melville, the young man who had witnessed the burial service that day, offered 
himself as their champion, to possess himself of the secrets and mysteries of the 
Royal Art, and lay open to the world’s view the boasted light hitherto veiled from 
all but the initiated. 

From a lameness in the discharge of that great principal in our Order, which re- 
quires that no man shall be proposed or admitted who is not strictly moral, and 
bows in adoration to the Deity, Melville found no difficulty in being proposed 

and seconded by two of the brethren of the Lodge, and at the appointed 

time, presented hin&elf for initiation. He was admitted in due form, and answer- 
ed every necessary question, and the stream of Heaven born light was poured up- 
on his benighted soul. 

The Master of the Lodge was a man of many years, upon whose countenance 
Was seen that expression of scrutiny, contentment, and charity, which a life of 
virtue alone can delineate upon the features of age. Around his venerable brow 
flowed the thin and silvered locks, blanched by the hand of Time, whiph, while it 
had shrunk his sinew and wasted his limb, ripened to perfection an intellect vig- 
orous, manly, and refined. To a gentlemanly and grammatical expression, the 
consciousness of the responsibility of the duty he was engaged in, added a force and 
power which, perhaps, more than the elegance of his diction, made his delivery 
in the highest degree impressive. The high example shown by their venerated 
chief, had a happy effect upon his assistant officers, and the business of the 
Lodge to its most minute details, was performed with an accuracy honorable to 
the Lodge, and beneficial to the craft in general. 

At the commencement of the ceremony, Melville, joined with a lying tongue 
and a mocking heart ; but as it proceeded, the words of truth flowing from the 
lips of that venerable Mason, made an impression on his heart he was ashamed 
to own, even to himself, and ere it was completed, the whole fabric of his false 
philosophy was shaken to the very foundation stone. When he retired with the 
Lodge from labor to refreshment, every thing was consonant with the sentiments 
he had heard expressed in open Lodge ; refreshment without gluttony, conviviali- 
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ty with temperance, and mirth with innocence: the flippant jest, the ob- 
scene song, and the equivocal toast were unheard, and when he left the com- 
pany to seek his home, if he were not a better, he was at least a sadder man. 
His mind was uneasy — his views unsettled — and if he were not prepared to 

f ive his assent to the doctrines he had just heard, he was resolved to keep them 
id within his breast from those at whose instigation he had sought them, until he 
had seen further into that system which he began to imagine was indeed “light.” 
To avoid meeting his companions, whose rallying and jesting he knew would be 
chiefly at his expense, he left the village on a visit to a relative early the next 
morning, nor did he return till the evening upon which he was to participate in 
the mysteries of a more exalted degree. As before, the business was discharg- 
ed with the same attention and ability, and still deeper became the breech in the cita- 
del of his infidelity ; and when a month after he was raised to the sublime degree 
of a Master Mason, the light burst unchecked into the inmost recesses of bis 
mind, and he became in the true sense of the word, a living soul. The society of 
which he had been the most talented member, was again visited by him, when, in 
the full conviction of his heart and the warmth of new bom zeal, he declared his 
conversion, and implored them to follow his example. The majority did so, and 
to this day continue to be honorable members of that body of which they had 
vowed the ruin. — Freemasons ’ Review. 


MASONIC INTELLIGENCE. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

We continue our abstract of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of North 
Carolina : 

NATIONAL CONVENTION. 

The Committee, which it has pleased the M. W. Grand Master to appoint, for 
the consideration ot subjects connected with the late National Convention, con- 
vened at Baltimore, have performed the duty assigned them with as much fidelity 
as their ability, and time and circumstances would permit, and herewith most 
respectfully submit the result of their deliberations. 

Before touching the main object of their appointment, the Committee cannot re- 
frain from expressing their high gratification and heart-felt pride at the prosperous 
condition of our honorable Craft, so cheeringly manifesting itself, not only in our 
own State, but throughout the Country and the world at large ; and they flatter them- 
selves that from present indications, and invariably favorable auspices happily at- 
tending every Masonic movement, the time is not far distant when the great and un- 
erring principles of Masonry shall be so understood and so practised by all her vo- 
taries, that the whole world will be constrained to acknowledge her worth, and seek 
and obtain an interest in her benefits and blessings. Brotherly Love, Relief and 
Truth are the great tenets of our order — and the Mason who continually wean 
these precious jewels around his heart, and practices upon their requirements ; 
remembering the Great Being in whom he puts his trust — is emphatically a good 
man. From these flow all the requirements of the Mason’s and the good man’s 
life — to inculcate these noble and endearing principles, and to enlarge upon their 
virtues, are Masons bound together — to the perfection of so glorious a purpose 
are all the energies and influences of Masonry directed. 

The proceedings of the late National Masonic Convention first claimed the at- 
tention of the Committee. 

This Convention was approved by the Grand Lodge, by the appointment of a 
Delegate to attend its deliberations, and to represent this State. The delegate 
so appointed, however, found it inconvenient to attend, the knowledge of which 
came at so late a day to the M. W. Grand Master, as to leave no alternative but 
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to act himself, or suffer North Carolina to go unrepresented. With that zeal for 
the welfare of the Institution, which the Committee are happy to add, ever char- 
acterizes our M. W. Grand Master, he very promptly repaired to Baltimore and 
represented in person the great interests over which he is appointed to preside. 

On examining the proceedings of the Convention, the Committee cannot but 
highly approve the same, and commend them to the favorable consideration of the 
Grand Lodge. 

In order to call forth an expression from the Grand Lodge, the Committee sub- 
mit the following Resolution, as recommended by the Convention : < 

Resolved, By the Grand Lodge of the State of N. C. that the u Rules for the ! 
organization and establishing a Grand Convention of Ancient, Free and Ac cep- 
tea Masons," as passed by the Convention of Masons at the meeting in May, in 
the year 1843, in the city of Baltimore, composed of eight sections ; as the same 
are set forth in the printed proceedings thereof, be, and the same are hereby adopt- 
ed by this Grand Lodge. [Adopted.] ' " " 

DELEGATE TO EUROPE. 

The following resolve was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge approve thd suggestion of the National Con- 
vention, that the Grand Lodges unite in sending a Delegate to Europe. 

DRESS AT FUNERALS. 

Bra Fanning introduced the following Resolution, which was read and adopt- 
ed. 

Resolved, That all Masons under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, shall, 
henceforth, at Funeral Solemnities, appear as uniformly dressed as possible, in 
white aprons, with the usual mourning badges, and that on all other public oc- 
casions they appear dressed in the full regalia peculiar to their Masonic rank. 

SEMINARY OF LEARNING. 

Bro. T. J. Lemay, presented the following resolution. 

Resolved, That a Seminary of Learning to be erected by the Grand Lodge, 
shall be located in the county of Wake, and placed under the management and 
direction of a board of Trustees, to be appointed, seven, by the Grand Lodge at 
its next Annual Communication, and one by each Subordinate Lodge under its juris- 
diction, whose names shall be reported to this Lodge in the returns, any five of 
whom shall be competent for the transaction of business. 

Resolved, That a Committee of two be appointed to procure a charter for said 
Institution from the next General Assembly. 

Resolved, That after paying all necessary expenses of the Lodge, whatever 
sum over $300 may remain in the hands of the Grand Treasurer as a surplus 
belonging to the Lodge, shall be annually appropriated to the use of the said 
Institution, and shall De paid over to the Financial Committee and invested as 
heretofore provided, and it is earnestly recommended to the Subordinate Lodges 
to make a similar appropriation annually of their surplus funds. 

On motion, the resolves were ordered to be laid on the table until the next 
meeting. 

A LODGE NOT TO TRY ITS MASTER. 

Resolved, That it having been determined by the National Masonic Conven- 
tion that a Lodge has not the power to try its Master, which opinion has been 
concurred in by this Grand Lodge, and also by previous decisions made hereto- 
fore by this Grand Lodge, that it is proper that some provision should be made, 
for such cases which in future may unhappily occur. 

Resolved , That in case of gross unmasonic conduct in any Master of a Lodge 
under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, that the M. W. G. Master for the 
time being, on the facts being represented to him by a majority of the acting 
members of the Lodge, shall have power to suspend the said Master, if necessary, 
until the next Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, when and where the 
case can be examined and tried. 
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GRIND LECTURERS. 

Resolved, That each of the Grand Lecturers appointed bv virtue of the resolu- 
tion of Dec. 1838, be commissioned by the M. W. Grand Master under the Seal 
of this Grand Lodge, and that each Lecturer thus appointed inform the Grand 
Master whether he accepts said commision, and if he accepts, that he be furnish- 
ed with the new Masonic Trestle-Board lately adopted, and a list of the Lodges, 
that it is expected he must visit and Lecture ; and also said Lecturer shall have 
power to call upon delinquent Lodges to forward to the Grand Secretary the dues 
of said Lodges, a list of which shall be furnished him, as also the amount of their 
dues, and in case they refuse, to report the refusal to the Grand Master, who 
shall have authority to direct said Lecturer, or some other suitable person, to de- 
mand and receive their Charter, Jewels and other property — who shall report 
such facts, and all their proceedings in such other cases to the Grand Master. 
Should the delinquent Lodges hold and possess real estate, the said Lecturer shall 
advise the Grand Master of the same, who shall communicate all proceedings to 
the next Grand Lodge. The Lecturers are entitled to receive by resolution, adopts 
ed 1838, of the Grand Lodge, ten dollars for each Lodge they may visit, and 
such other allowances as may be right and proper. 

The excellent report of the committee on foreign correspondence will be given 
next month. 


©fittuarg. 

At a meeting of the members of Rising Star Lodge, Eatonton, Geo., held 
April 13, 1844, at 10 o’clock, A. M. on motion of Br. John M. Ashurst, it was 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to make a report and resolu- 
tions relative to the death of Br. Irby Hudson, who departed this life on yester- 
day — and that said report and resolutions be read this evening at half past 3 o’clock. 

In obedience to the above resolution, the Worshipful Master, G. Harrison, ap- 
pointed Br. John M. Ashurst, Daniel Slade, Benjamin H. Wright, Samuel M. 
Farrar and Thomas B. Harwell, a committee. 

3 P. M. — Br. John M. Ashurst, from the Committee appointed for that purpose, 
made the following report : 

It has become our painful duty to record the death of one of our most worthy 
and respectable citizens, the lamented Irby Hudson. Our duty requires us to 
bow in humble submission to the decrees of Divine Providence, and we wil- 
lingly submit to His will. In looking back however at the varied public services 
of our deceased Brother, in marking his career in the walks of private life, we 
feel that one of our brightest and purest ornaments has been taken away from 
among us. Our Br. Hudson has been for thirty odd years engaged in public 
life, and although some of us may have had the misfortune to differ with him in 
opinion, yet we are constrained to admit that he was emphatically an honest, 
honorable man , a noble and generous opponent . He was for many years Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of the State of Georgia, and here we find him ele- 
vated above the influence of local prejudice or private feud — looking forward 
alone to the high destiny and alternate success of the Fraternity ; a Mason in 
heart , in feeling and in conduct ; never stooping to the wiles and arts of intrigue, 
but wielding tne authority cast upon him, with unbending integrity and unflinch- 
ing firmness. And we cannot look back at the period when he presided over 
this Lodge as Master, without feelings of great emotion. Here we find him 
Friend, Brother, Adviser and Master, ever ready to administer justice in mercy, 
to recall the erring to the path of virtue and respectability by the soft persuasive 
voice of friendly admonition, and to sustain and uphold the weak and despond- 
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ing. We leave it to others to speak of his public services as they deserve, we 
alone have to deal with our deceased Brother as a Mason and as an individual. 
As a private Brother, unclad in authority, moving and acting with us in our plea- 
sant duties, as well as in the hour of misfortune and distress, we have found in 
him nothing that our hearts condemn, nothing that we could wish to keep unre- 
membered. In contemplation therefore of his whole course in life, we feel that 
we should do injustice to our own feelings not to unite in deep and heartfelt 
regret at his loss, not to shed a friendly tear over his last remains. 

Resolved, Therefore, That the members of this Lodge do most sincerely sym- 
pathise with the afflicted family of our deceased Br. Hudson. 

Resolved, That in remembrance of his varied private and public virtues, both as 
a man and Mason, we wear the usual badge of mourning for the space of sixty 
days. 

Resolved, That a copy of this report and resolutions be communicated to the 
family of our deceased Brother, with the assurance that we share in their grief 
and participate in their loss. 

The above report and resolutions were unanimously received and adopted. 

GABRIEL HARRISON, W. M. 

Samuel M. Farrar, Secretary . 

At Raleigh, N. C., while attending the annual communication of the Grand 
Lodge, Dr. Rufus A. Wallace, of Mecklenberg county. The Grand Lodge 
attended the funeral of the deceased, in due form. The ceremonies were per- 
formed by Rev. Mr. Lacy of the Presbyterian Church. 

In Baltimore, Md., about the 8th inst, David Barnum, Esq., long and exten- 
sively known as the gentlemanly proprietor of the City Hotel, in that place. 
Mr. Barnum was a Mason, and in his early years active in its concerns. He was 
the occupant of the Exchange Coffee House in this city, at the time it was de- 
stroyed by fire in 1818. St John’s Lodge, which held its meetings in the house, 
was in session when the fire broke out. Br. Barnum was occasionally present 
during the sessions of the late Masonic Convention at Baltimore, and manifested 
much interest in its deliberations. 

f 

In Harvard, Mass., in Jan. last^ Mr Daniel Robbins, of a cancer on his under 
lip. He had suffered a great deal of pain from it for a number of years. He was 
a faithful Mason — had been J. Warden of St Paul’s Lodge, Groton. As a 
teacher of youth he was beloved, and was highly esteemed as a townsman. As 
the husbandman mows his meadow in due season, so death sweeps us away at 
the appointed time. l. s. b. 

At the same place, recently, CoL Wm. Bottrick — a worthy Mason, and ex- 
emplary citizen. 

In this city, on the 23d ult of apoplexy, Benjamin B. Appleton, Esq. aged 
63. The deceased was a Mason, highly respected by his Brethren. He had 
been twice Master of Columbian Lodge, in this city, and was a Past Grand War- 
den of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. He entered with earnestness into 
whatever concerned the welfare of the Fraternity, and was ever ready to assume 
any duties which his Brethren thought proper to impose upon him. He will long 
be remembered by those who were intimately associated with him. His remains 
were followed to their final resting place by about one hundred of his Brethren, 
and a large concourse of citizens. 


256 


MASONIC CHIT CHAT. 


MASONIC CHIT CHAT 


An Imposition. The Masonic Signal, 
published at Madison, Geo., contains a Pro- 
test from the Rev. Br. Case, of South Caro- 
lina, against the unauthorized and unjusti- 
fiable use of his name by Mr. T. P. ShafF- 
ner, of Louisville, Ky., who proposes the 
publication of a periodical to be called the 
Freemason, and announces Br. Case and the 
Hon. J. R. Poinsett, as contributors to its 
pages. Br. Case, for himself and Br. Poin- 
sett, denounces this as an imposition, “ in- 
tended to deceive and obtain patrons.” 

Among the other contributors named, Br. 
Case intimates, are some anti-masons ! Many 
of them are not Masons, and some of them 
are ladies, though the work is to be exclu- 
sively Masonic ! 


4frh»It is not probably generally known to 
our Brethren ip this country, that Boyer, late 
President of tflMtt, is a Mason. In the 
‘Tableau des GfflVDignitaries des 1’Ordre,’ 
in Haiti, be is recorded as the Grand 
Protector, with the following titles 1 11 Le 
T.'. 111.*, et Puiss F .*. Jean-Pierre 
Boyer, President d’Haiti, Ch. . T.\ K.\ et 
33e.” 

JjfWe have to acknowledge the receipt of 
a copy of the proceedings of the Convention 
for forming the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, 
and an abstract of the doings of the first 
communication of the Grand Lodge, with the 
Grand Master’s address, &c., a more particu- 
lar notice of which is necessarily deferred 
until next month. 

J3r0ur correspondent at Wetumpka, Ala. 
wilfund our views on the point suggested, 
in the Magazine, vol. 2, pages 3 and 72. The 
evil complained of,— conferring the three De- 
grees on the same candidate in one evening, is 
a grievous one, —and in direct violation of an- 
eient law and usage. We shall recur to the 
subject at a more convenient season. 

Br. R. M. Davis, is authorised and re- 

J [Ufested to take the agency of the Magazine 
or Liberty, Miss., in place of Br. J. W. 
Pound. Br. P. will act as agent for the 
Magazine at Danville, Arkansas. 

gj^Some of our agents are most unduly 
remiss in their remittances. We beg their 
attention to the matter, without further delay. 

We shall be obliged to our correspondents 
in different parts of the country, for notices 
of such celebrations on the 24th, as may be 
held in their respective vicinities. 


0*We have just received several valoable 
Masonic works from Germany, with transla- 
tions from which we shall from time to time 
enrich our peges. Among them is a com- 
plete set of “ Latomia— Freimaurerische 
Vierteljahrs — SchriA” — the Freemasons’ 
Quarterly Review— which will enable us to 
give a greater amount of intelligence as to 
Masonic matters on the continent of Europe, 
than we have hitherto been able to furnish. 

(LFOrders for Br. Power’s Poems, from 
Lodges or individuals, will be received and 
attended to by the editor of the Magazine, if 
accompanied with the money. The work 
ought to be in the hands of every Brother 
who has 4 taste for poetry or an car for music. 

OChWe understand that the nativity of St. 
John the Baptist will be celebrated by the 
Fraternity in Maine, at Portland, on Tues- 
day the 25th. Address by Br. J. H. Sheppard 
of thU city. The Grand Lodge and Breth- 
ren of Rhode Island, will celebrate on Mon- 
day 24th, at Warren. 

_ S. Parvin, Grand Secretary of the 

Grand Lodge of Iowa, (constituted Jan. 
8th, 1844) in behalf of the same, requests 
the Grand Secretaries of the several Grand 
Lodges of the United States, Texas and the 
British Provinces, &c. to exchange proceed- 
ings, which he is authorized to do. nbase 
direct “ T. S. Parvin, Bloomington, Musca- 
tine County, Iowa,” and note therein, Vie 
residence of the Grand Secretary sending the 
same. 


gj-We have several addresses on hand, all 
of which shall receive attention, at our ear- 
liest convenience. We have also a large list 
of the officers of various Masonic bodies, 
whfch we should be glad to publish if we 
cotrid find room. We promise to do the best 
we can, and with this we know the parties 
mostly interested will remain contented. 

We have received a copy of the by- 
laws of Iowa Lodge, No, 2, which we have 
examined with pleasure. We return our 
thanks to the attentive Brother who seat 
them. 

QC^The reply of the Grand Lodge of Lou- 
isiana to an abusive article which appeared in 
the Catholic Propagator, published at New 
Orleans, is necessarily deferred until our 
next 
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read and right-minded Masons. The report does not contain any of the 
radicalism of the day ; and will, therefore, probably, be objectionable 
to that class of Brethren who, misconceiving the character, and disre- 
garding the antiquity and peculiarity of the forms of the Institution, would 
conform it to their own crude and peculiar notions. On the contrary, 
the report is conservative in all its features ; and its sentiments and prin- 
ciples will meet with a full and hearty response in the bosom of every 
Brother, who would perpetuate and transmit the Institution to his succes- 
sors, in the same purity in which he received it from his fathers. 

CONFERRING THE DEGREES. 

The second report is in reference to a matter essentially affecting not 
only the interest but the character of the Institution. With some few 
exceptions, the Lodges in all parts of the country have, within the last 
twenty years, indulged in the censurable and injurious practice of advanc- 
ing candidates to a superior Degree without any reference to their profi- 
ciency in those they have already received. To such lengths has this 
practice been carried, that in many Lodges it is not unusual to see a can- 
didate advanced through the three Degrees in one evening ! Of course, 
the person so received is nominally a Mason, but he in reality knows 
no more about Masonry than he did before his Initiation. It is sometimes 
said in justification of the practice, that the novitiate has an opportunity 
afterwards to inform himself. In a few instances he may do so ; but if 
the fact could be ascertained, it would probably appear that a very large 
majority of those who are thus hurried through the Degrees, are so little 
interested in the subject that they continue through life, nominal Masons. 
Such members are of no benefit to the Institution, nor is the Institution of 
any benefit to them, unless, as often happens, they fall into destitute cir- 
cumstances, — in which case they, (frequently for the first time after their 
initiation,) recollect that they have at some period of their lives passed 
through the Degrees of Masonry. They then present themselves at the 
door of the Lodge for assistance, — relying, not on any knowledge of Ma- 
sonry which they possess, but on the evidence of their diploma and the 
exercise of that charity which “ thinketh no evil,” for a recognition of 
their claims. We have met with cases of this description. They are 
not unusual. But where lies the blame ? Let the Lodge do its work in 
a proper manner, — let it develope to the mind of the candidate the beau- 
ties of Masonry, and impress him with the true understanding of its moral 
excellencies, and nine times in ten he will prove a zealous and useful 
Brother. 

Besides, the practice is irregular. The old regulations on the subject 
are all against it. It is an innovation, of dangerous tendency, and 
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ought to be immediately checked. The time is within our own recollec- 
tion, when, in an adjoining State, the candidate for a superior Degree was 
required to demonstrate his entire proficiency in those he had already 
received, before he could be advanced. We think we were ourself sub- 
jected to an examination in open Lodge on each of the two first Degrees. 

It was then a usual custom in most, of the New England States. And 
the Grand Lodge of England at this time requires, not only that one 
month shall intervene between the conferring of each Degree, but that 
the candidate shall be able to pass a satisfactory examination in the pre- 
ceding Degree. This is done in open Lodge.* We commend the report 
and the subject to the consideration of the Grand Lodges throughout the 
country. 

THE TRESTLE-BOARD. 

The third report is on a subject in reference to which we have but few 
words to say. It is known to our readers that there was a difference of 
opinion in the committee appointed by the late National Convention to 
prepare the Trestle-Board, in respect to the character of the work. One 
of their number was opposed to retaining the usual illustrations, as they 
are contained in the Monitor and other text-books. The majority of the 
committee could not, consistently with what they conceived to be their 
duty to the Fraternity, consent to their omission. They were therefore 
retained, and the work was published in their name. The dissenting 
Brother took umbrage, and in his report to his own Grand Lodge, em- 
ployed such language in reference to the work, as probably comported 
with his views of propriety. He also caused a circular, denouncing the 
publication, to be issued to the several Grand Lodges. To that circular » 
we sent such an answer as it seemed to demand. A copy of it was laid 
before the Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth, and referred to a com- 
mittee of able and practical Brethren, consisting of the R. W. Hon. John 
Abbot, Past Grand Master ; R. W. Rev. Paul Dean, P. G. Master, and 
Gen. Grand H. P. of the Gen. G. Chapter ; R. W. Robert Lash, S. G. 
Warden ; R. W. Rev. Benj. Huntoon, Cor. G. Secretary, and R. W. 
Rev. E. M. P. Wells, Dis. D. Gr. Master. To the report of this commit- 
tee, we invite the attention of our readers. And it may be gratifying to 
our friends to learn, that the first edition of the Trestle-Board is almost 
exhausted. It is in use in nearly every State, and in all the Territories 
of the Union, and has been ordered to Canada, New-Brunswick, and 
Nova Scotia. It is popular with the Brethren , and is destined to be- 
come the text-book for the Lodges in all parts of the country. Neither 
jealousy, nor envy, nor prejudice, can prevent this — because, it is pre - 


♦English Constitutions, p. 62 . 
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cisely adapted to the end it has in view . We speak thus frankly and 
confidently, because we feel that it is true , and because we are sustained 
in it by the opinions of competent and practical Brethren, throughout the 
length and breadth of the land. As one of the committee, we claim no 
particular merit in its preparation, nor do we feel any thing more than a 
general interest in its success. 


HISTORY OF MASONRY IN IOWA. 

Bloomington , Iowa, May 4, 1844. 

Br. Moore, 

Dear Sir : — Our sketch of the introduction and progress of Masonry in Iowa 
Territory, brings us to the history of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, which was 
constituted on the 8th of January, A. D. 1844. 

This measure originated with Des Moines Lodge, No. 41, at whose request 
Iowa Lodge, No. 42, addressed circular letters in January, 1843, to the former 
Lodge and Du Buque and Iowa City Lodges, U. D., all under the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Lodge of Missouri, and Rising Sun Lodge, No. 12, at Montrose, work- 
ing under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge pf Illinois, recommending said 
Lodges to meet in Masonic Convention at Iowa City, on the 10th of May, 1843, 
at which time and place Delegates from Iowa Lodge, No. 42, and Du Buque and 
Iowa City Lodges only appeared. Two of them “ working under dispensation,” 
prevented any thing further than recommendatory measures being had by the Con- 
vention, which recommended the Lodges comprising the Convention, to authorize 
their representatives at the annual communication of the G. Lodge of Missouri 
in Qctober, 1843, (after they had received Charters therefrom,) to fix a time and 
place for holding a Convention of the chartered Lodges of the Territory, for the 
purpose of organizing a Grand Lodge. In pursuance thereof, the Representa- 
tives of the three chartered Lodges, recommended that all the Chartered Lodges 
in Iowa Territory, meet at Iowa city, on the 2d day of January, 1844, for the 
purposes aforesaid. 

Accordingly on that day legal delegates were in attendance from Des Moines 
Lodge, No. 41, Iowa Lodge, No. 42, Du Buque Lodge, No. 62, and Iowa City 
Lodge No. 63, (offspring of the G. L. of Missouri.) Delegates were also present 
from Clinton Lodge, U. D. at Davenport, (working under G. L. of Missouri,) and 
Rising Sun Lodge, No. 12, at Montrose, and Keokuk Lodge, U. D. at Keokuk, (un- 
der the jurisdiction of the G. L. of Illinois). The Delegates from the latter were 
refused seats in the Convention, because they were not in good standing with 
theinGrand Lodge. 

The Convention was properly organized, and successfully discharged the high 
and responsible duties reposed in its members by the Lodges represented there- 
in — the result thereof, was the complete organization of the Grand Lodge of 
Iowa. The Constitution and By-Laws of which, together with the Proceedings 
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of the Convention, have been duly transmitted to you, and will soon be forward- 
ed to all the sister Grand Lodges in the Union. 

There were Brethren in attendance from almost every district in our flourish- 
ing Territory, and on the occasion of installing the Grand Officers, made a Grand 
display for the/or west. Br. Joseph Williams (Justice of the Supreme Court,) de- 
livered an interesting address, and the music of Br. Snyder’s Choir was excellent, 
and all things were calculated to swell the bosoms of every Brother with exulta- 
tion f nd pride at the progress and stand of our noble and cherished Order in the 
land of our Home. 

This event, in connection with another, the formation of the Grand Lodge of 
Wisconsin, (our elder sister,) must, it appears to me, be a source of gratification to 
our Brethren wheresoever assembled. The recent creation of two Grand Lodges 
in Territories of the farthest west, on the very verge of civilization, in a re- 
gion in which the wigwam of the Indian is still standing, and in which, only ten 
years since, the council fires blazed and the tomahawk glistened, having just been 
cleaned of the blood of our fathers and brothers who fought for the land where 
“ milk and honey” now abound, to nourish a race fast rising into political, if not 
Masonic, importance. 

Ours (for Wisconsin just preceded us) completes the organization of a Grand 
Lodge in every organized State and Territory composing the Union, (for Florida, 
has long had one,) and now this country can present an array of Grand Lodges, 
with their host of Subordinate Lodges equal to any country in which the stand- 
ard of Masonry is found. May it ever be their watchful care to keep the Insti- 
tution pure in its principles and in its practice ! 

In order to show the comparative progress of Masonry with the growth and 
population of our Territory, I will here subjoin (if it will not infringe too much 
upon your valuable pages,) a concise sketch of the prominent points in our polite 
ical history. 

The country west of the Mississippi, embraced in the settled portion of Iowa, 
was ceded by the Sac and Fox Indians to the Government at the close of the 
Black Hawk war in April, 1832, and possession given by them in June following, 
and in June 1834, attached with Wisconsin to the Territory of Michigan. In 
1835, the first election was held west of the Mississippi and north of the Des 
Moines. In 1836, Michigan became a State, and in July 4tb, of the same year, 
Wisconsin, by an act of Congress, of the 20th of April previous, was created a 
Territory, and Iowa, with a population of 10,531, attached to it 

On the 4th July, 1838, (by an act of Congress Jan. 12th,) Iowa was erected in- 
to a Territory, having a population of 22,859, which in Jan. 1840, had increased 
to 43,117. In April of the present year, the people, by a majority of nearly 3000, 
voted to call a Convention in October next, to form a State Constitution for Iowa ; 
and the census is now being taken, which will probably show a population of nearly 
100,000. 

As rapid as has been our growth and increase, the progress of Masonry has 
been correspondingly great On the 20th of November, 1840, the first Lodge 
was organized with but seven members — now, after an elapse of only about 
three years, we have a Grand Lodge composed of four Lodges chartered, and four 
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working under dispensation, the former numbering 110 members, the latter some 
50, and more than half of these members were Masons before they moved to Iowa, 
which shows that our Lodges are not composed of new and inexperienced mem* 
bers, but of those who have been trained in the schools of Cross, of Conn., Hum- 
phreys, of M<L, Barney and Reed, of Ohio, and others. * 

The following are Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, for the princi- 
pal offices. 

M. W. Oliver Cock, Burlington, G. M. 

R. W. Ansel Humphreys, Bloomington, D. G. M. 

“ Timothy Fanning, Du Buque, G. S. W. 

“ Wm» Reynolds, Iowa City, G. J. W. 

“ B. S. Olds, Bloomington, G. T. 

u T. S. Parvin, Do. G. S. 

“ Rev. Z. H. Goldsmith, Davenport, G. C. 

Muscatine County, Iowa. 

They are respectively from Ohio, Connecticut, Virginia, Ireland, Pennsylvania, 
Vermont and New Jersey, where Masonry exists in a flourishing condition. The 
G. M., however, was initiated in Iowa and the G. T. and G. S. in Ohio. 

Yours, Fraternally, T. S. P. 


THE GRAND LODGE OF WISCONSIN. 

In a previous number of the Magazine, we noticed the fact of the form- 
ation of a Grand Lodge for the Territory of Wisconsin.* We have since re- 
ceived a copy of the proceedings of the Convention, which was held for the pur- 
pose, at Madison, on the 18th. December last. Three regularly constituted 
Lodges were represented, — that being the number requisite for forming a Grand 
Lodge. The W. Brother Moses Meeker, of Mineral Point Lodge, was chosen 
to preside, and Br. Geo. W. Laxjn, of Melody Lodge, appointed Secretary. 
After the transaction of some preliminary business, the following report was 
unanimously adopted: 

REPORT. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the expediency of forming 
a Grand Lodge in the Territory, have attended to their duty, and ask leave to re- 
port the following Preamble and resolutions : 

Whereas, there are now, within the Territory of Wisconsin, three Chartered 
Lodges, all of which are in a prosperous and happy condition : 

And, Whereas, it is competent for that number of Lodges to emerge from a 
state of dependency, become legally organized, and be hereafter established and 
known as a separate, distinct, and independent body, having its own jurisdiction : 

And, Whereas, in the rapidly increasing population of our Territory, it is be- 
lieved many more Lodges will immediately spring into existence, whereby the 
great principles of Masonry will be promulgated, if the facilities for obtaining 
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dispensations and charters are increased, as they will be by the organization of a 
Grand Lodge in Wisconsin : 

And Whereas, the great lights of Masonry should not be hidden under q. 
bushel, but they should shine in the fullness of their strength, that none may 
want & guide for their faith and practice, and that their acts be squared by the 
precepts of the Great Architect of the Universe, and all their desires be circum- 
scribed by the principles of morality, and their passions restrained in due bounds ; 
Therefore, 

Be it Resolved, That it is expedient to form a Grand Lodge in the Territory of 
Wisconsin. 

A committee was then appointed to draft a Constitution for the Grand Lodge, 
who discharged the important duty entrusted to them, in an intelligent and ac- 
ceptable manner. The powers of the Grand Lodge are declared to be — 

1. To constitute new Lodges by letters patent under its seal. 

2. To establish a uniform mode of work within its jurisdiction, strictly con- 
forming to the ancient land-marks, usages, and customs of the Order. 

3. To appoint a grand visitatioi of all the Lodges under its jurisdiction by the 
Grand Master or Grand Lecturer, to instruct the Brethren and correct their errors. 

4. To collect such alftmal dues of the subordinate Lodges as the Grand 
Lodge may, from time to time, order, levy, or assess. 

5. To hear and determine all appeals from subordinate Lodges, and to decide 
all disputes between different Lodges. 

6. To demand such fees as may be prescribed by its By-Laws for granting 
letters of dispensation or charters constituting new Lodges. 

7. To make such By-Laws as may be necessary for its good government, and 
prescribe the general regulation and government of its subordinate Lodges, in 
conformity with the ancient usages of the Order, and this Constitution ; and 

8. To do all things heretofore accustomed to be done by other Grand Lodges, 
which are within the ancient landmarks and usages of the Craft. 

After the adoption of the Constitution, the Grand Lodge was opened in due 
form, and the following officers were nominated and confirmed : 

Rev. Benjamin T. Kavanaugb, G. M. 

Abram D. Smith, D. G. M. 

Moses Meeker, S. G. W. 

David Merrill, J. G. W. 

Thomas P. Burnett, G. Tress, 

Ben. C. Eastman, G. Sec. 

Dwight F. Lawton, G. Lee. 

A code of By-Laws was then adopted, and some local business transacted ; af- 
ter which the Grand Lodge was closed. _ 

The Grand Master elect, not being able to be present at the organization of the 
Grand Lodge, called a special communication on the 17th January, and on taking 
the Chair, delivered the following address : — 

“ Brethren : — In the organization of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, on the 
18th of December last, when confined at home on a bed of affliction, you confer- 
red upon me the high and unexpected honor of electing me your first Grand Master. 
This is an honor or great distinction among Masons, and one to which my hum- 
ble pretensions, or past services in the cause, could lay but little claim : but, 
from motives of fraternal regard, you have seen fit to confer it upon me. 

“ However deeply I may be impressed with a sense of my own unworthiness 
and incompetency to the discharge of the duties of the high office to which you 
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hive called me, I feel an inexpressible emotion of gratitude in my heart, which I 
am happy to have an opportunity to acknowledge before the Grand Lodge, for 
the high and gratifying proofs they have given of their confidence and regards to- 
wards one who would have been pleased to remain in a station less prominent and 
of inferior distinction. 

“ This Grand Lodge is now in the infancy of its existence, and the country 
under its jurisdiction a new and rising country, just coming forth in its majesty. 
Ip entering upon the duties which devolve upon me as its first Grand Master, I 
will take occasion to suggest some of the many important subjects, that should be 
deeply impressed on the mind of every member. 

“In the organization of a Grand bodge within our Territory, we have taken 
upon ourselves the responsibility of extending, through our agency, exclusive 
Masonic jurisdiction over a very extensive and important portion of our common 
country — soon to become a member of the great family of these United States. 
Within this Territory, we are a rapidly increasing population, of as intelligent 
and enterprising a community as is to be found upon the globe. • 

“I. As a Grand Lodge, we hold a relation to the Fraternity throughout the 
world, out of which grows many and weighty obligations, 

“ 1. In retaining ‘ a pure language, 7 — resisting every innovation upon the an- 
oient order of things, and, as far as possible, to ‘ find the old paths, and to walk 
therein,’ — setting out upon and retaining in all our Lodges, a correct and uniform 
mode of work and lectures. To aid us in doing this, we have the reports of the 
Grand Masonic Convention of Baltimore, which will be adopted by a large ma- 
jority of the Grand Lodges of the United States as a standard. 

“ 2. The standard of the Order should be lifted high, and steadily kept upon 
such an elevation as to give to our time-honored Institution such power over the 
public mind, as to make it a salutary instrument in the formation of the public 
morals ; and, as such, shall be known and acknowledged of all men. To do this, it 
will be necessary * to guard toell the entranced Receive no man’s petition who 
will not, in the estimation of your Lodges, be * a good man and true, 7 whether it 
be for initiation, or membership, from other Lodges, or other lands. So that when 
a Mason shall hail from a Lodge under our jurisdiction, he may be received 
throughout the Masonic world as a Brother, whose relation to us as such may be 
his passport, not only to the Lodges, but confidence and hearts of the Fraternity 
to the ends of the earth. 

“3. Let us maintain and carry out, in all bur Lodges, the precepts and principles 
of the Order, individually, as laid down in the great light in Masonry. When I 
look around me, and see the order of men' who form this Grand Lodge, most of 
whom have survived the flood of persecution that passed over a part of the fair 
heritage of our fathers, and have the satisfaction to know that they hare preserv- 
ed inviolate the trusts committed to their charge, in days that tried men’s souls — 
men who hold the highest claims upon the public confidence — we have the most 
satisfactory proof that, in our outset, we have the best materials out of which to 
construct our Moral and Masonic Temple. We hope that no Mason within our 
jurisdiction will so far forget himself, and the preat principles of his profession, 
as to indulge in any of the common vices of this land and age. 

“ 4. The Masonic Institution claims greater antiquity, ana more extended dif- 
fusion, than any institution with which the world has ever been acquainted ; and, 
of consequence, it possesses greater power over the objects for which it is per* 
petuated m the earth. While there are ten thousand causes operating upon the 
family of man to sever the bonds of friendship and brotherly love, and set men 
and nations at variance, Masonry, like an angel of peace, throws her influence 
around the globe, and brings them upon the level ( tn Love , Peace and Unity, 7 
to acknowledge each other as Brethren, on a basis so firm, and principles so pure, 
that, from their very nature, it must endure forever, and go down to the end of 
time, in its work of mercy and labor of love. While Masonry thus stands forth 
as venerable as time, as firm as truth, and as benevolent as mercy, let ns hail it a 
happy welcome into Wisconsin, where it may find a vineyard in which to labor. 
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44 II. But we also hold a relation to our Counity , out of which strong and weighty 
obligations arise. The country in which we live is now gathering a population 
from al) the States iu the Union, as well as from the face of the whole civilized world. 
Men are here thrown together under all the various prejudices and predilections that 
can be implanted in the mind from the various countries, customs, and institutions, 
civil, social, and religious, Yound in as many countries as those from which they 
hail — each seeking his own fortune or fame, in the pursuit of which, interests 
clash, prejudices are aroused, and passions rankle in the breasts of aspirants, 
either in property or politics; and but for the catholic and gentle spirit of Chris- 
tianity, and her co-worker in the cause of humaqity, Masonry, the fair fabric of 
our civil institutions would fail to hold the discordant materials in mass, and our 
loved country would be made to mourn the departure of peace from her bosom 
and prosperity from her borders. 

“ But in moulding this new community into such a form as shall bring about 
the best state of things for the good of the body politic, Masonry has a great 
and beneficent work to do. She moves upon the principle that ‘ Harmony is the 
strength and support of all institutions and whether in politics, religion, trade, or 
war, her votaries are required to meet upon the level, leaving all distinctions in 
these matters aside, and form connexions and associations upon a high, honora- 
ble, and soul-dilating basis, which has tvisdom, strength and beauty equally blended 
in all its parts, and secures to the whole such an agreement in, and union upon, 
the great fundamental principles of the social compact, as will secure the safety 
of the vital principles of our much-loved institutions. 

“ Let every Mason, therefore, and especially the members of the Grand Lodge 
of Wisconsin, lay hold of the great, principles of the Order, and labor to spread 
that cement of brotherly love which shall unite into one the many parts of our com- 
munity ; and 4 let there be no other strife, or rather emulation, known, but that of 
who can best work or best agree? 

w As Masons, we have nothing to do with that foul and turbulent tide of wrath 
and calumny, which has been poured forth by those who, from ignorance or inter- 
ested motives, for their own aggrandizement, have sought to destroy the fair tem- 
ple of Masonry, which has stood while nations, and even the face of nature, has 
passed through endless changes : but relying upon the safe and undying princi- 
ples of truth, virtue and justice, let us pursue our work, in the full hope and con- 
fidence, that the immovable basis upon which our fathers have stood for ages, and 
in all nations, will still stand like a mountain of brass, when the streams aud dash- 
ing waves that roll and dash themselves about her base, shall waste away in their 
fury, and be forever forgotten.” 

The business was chiefly of a local character. The following resolution was 
adopted : 

u Resolved, That the system of work agreed upon by the Grand Masonic Con- 
vention at Baltimore, in May, A. D. 1843, be adopted by this Grand Lodge. 


THE MASONIC T R E S T L E - B O A R D . 

A work recently issued under the direction and superintendancc of a commit- 
tee of the General Masonic Convention, recently held at Baltimore, is on sale at 
Miller’s Book Store. . It should be in the possession of every Master Mason, de- 
sirous of becoming conversant with the forms and ceremonies of Ancient Free- 
masonry. — Charleston , S. C. Courier. 
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THE GRAND ORIENT AND SUPREME GRAND 
COUNCIL OF FRANCE. 

[Translated for this Magazine from the (German) Freemason's Review ] 

The festival of the Winter Solstice has been celebrated this year by the 
Grand Orient and the Supreme Council, with unusual pomp. After the Grand 
Orient had passed a resolution on the 6th Nov., 1841, allowing a free intercourse 
between the Masons of both systems, manifold and intimate relations were en- 
tered into by the heads of both the high authorities. The Festival Lodge of the 
Supreme Council was convened on the 27th day of December, and it was known 
that invitations were tendered to all the officers of the Grand Orient, especially 
to Br. Bouilly, Deputy Grand Master, who did all in their power |o bring about 
an amalgamation in pursuance, of the resolution of the 6th of November. It was 
also known that the noble sovereign Grand Commander, the Due Decazes, would 
preside in the S. C. ; and that in the Rue de Grevelle were made all due prepar- 
ations to receive the dignitaries of the Grand Orient with all Masonic honors* 
and a splendid ritual. All the ante-rooms and saloons were ornamented in the 
most splendid style,— one room was set apart for the visiting Brothers ; another 
for the delegates of the Lodges ; a third for the officers and dignitaries of the 
Grand Orient, and this latter was decorated in the colors of the Grand Orient, 
a delicate attention which conld only be expected from the worthy members of 
the S. Council. The members of the Gr. Orient attended the invitation of the 
S. Council in considerable number. While they assembled in the lobbies the work 
had begun in the Central Lodge ; first were introduced the visiting Brothers, 
who were extremely numerous, then the delegates of the subordinate Lodges 
under the jurisdiction of the S. C., each Lodge with its appropriate banner. 
Directly afterwards it was notified to Count de Fernig, Master of the Central 
Lodge, that the S. C. wished to be introduced ; which immediately entered, pre- 
ceded by the Master of the Ceremonies, and under all honors due to the noble Breth- 
ren ; the Br. Viennet, Baron Taylor, and several other Grand Controllers of the 
33 Degree, with the very noble Br. Sovereign Grand Commandeur, Due de De- 
cazes at their head. As soon as the very noble Brethren had taken their places 
and offices under the usual solemn rites, the President iuquired whether the 
Grand Orient was ready to enter, and on the affirmative answer the Grand Com- 
mander ordered a great number of Brothers, all Masters of Ceremonies, to intro- 
duce the worthy Brothers of the Grand Orient This was accordingly done in a 
solemn as well as Brotherly manner, with all the splendor of the highest recep- 
tion. The aspect of so great a number of men, who had all been high in Ma- 
so'nic office, but who, nevertheless, had not been united for a long time, Was, 
indeed, beautiful. The Lodge was illuminated by the light of a thousand can- 
dles, and decorated in the most accomplished taste in the colors of the G. O. 
and S. C. Every one felt that this was the beginning of a new era in Masonry, 
and the happiness of such a touching and complete union, could be read on every 
countenance. The noble Br. Puke Decazes caused the noble Br. Bouilly to be 
seated on his left, and beside him sat all the Grand dignitaries of the Grand 
Orient. The other members took the chairs reserved for them. Scarcely had 
the excitement subsided, which this joyous event called forth, when the Grand 
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Commander addressed to Br. Bouilly, the following heartfelt and Brotherly 
words : “ Blessed be the day,” he said, “ when the French Masons, though divid- 
ed, yet not separated, have united themselves, henceforth to form but one family. 
The union of this evening is of higher value than all contracts and treaties — for 
we all work according to the law of Masonry, for the one end of Masonry : 
the happiness of mankind. To you, worthy Br. Bouilly, belongs the greater part 
of the honors of this day. To you we owe this happy result of -our deliberations. 
Yours is the honor, and Masonry will bless you.” After the Scotch and French 
battery in corroboration of the accomplished union had been fired by order of the 
Grand Commander, the word was given to Br. Bouilly to answer in the name of 
the Grand Orient ; but bis deep emotion not permitting him to utter his words, 
Br. Desanlis arose and delivered to the meeting the address prepared by Br. B. 
This address, founded on the text “ ut aments, arm /” was followed by a 
lively battery, French and Scotch, in honor of the Supreme Council. 

The work of the Central Lodge was then proceeded with ; and after the read- 
ing of the report on the labors of the past six months, by the Grand Secretary, an 
address was delivered by the Orator, which was followed by another by Br. Ph. 
Dapir, of both of which the reports speak very highly. 

In the Festival Lodge of the Grand Orient of the 27th Dec., 1841, when the ma- 
jority of the members of the S. Council were present, medals were presented to Brs. 
Paillesse, Moessard and Gras, as also to Br. Gambini, in acknowledgment of their 
Masonic services. The Deputy Grand Master Bouilly, (since then departed to the 
eternal East,) presided, and it deserves to be mentioned, that the words which he, as 
well as the Due Decazes addressed to the distinguished Brethren present, contain- 
ed the highest praise imaginable. Invited by the Gr. Commandeur, the Gr. Orator, 
Ph. Dupin, delivered an address, wherein he shows, how time in its irresistible 
course destroys all prejudices and brings to light all the truths of morals, of poli- 
tics, of public institutions, of the prevalent ideas of the whole human life. This 
Festival Lodge also was succeeded by a Repast Lodge, which contributed in a 
great measure towards strengthening the newly formed bond between the* repre- 
sentatives of both systems. 

At the head of the Grant Orient, composed of the representatives of all the 
committees of correspondence, (Bureaux de correspondence,) and the presiding 
Masters, is a Grand Master, a first and second Vice Grand Master, a Grand Con- 
servateur and a special Vice Grand M&ster. The latter office has been vacant 
since 1814, the two last V. Grand Masters were the Marshals of France, Beur- 
nonville and Macdonald ; their successor was Alexander Delaborde, adjutant of 
the King. He resigned his office a short time since, — an extraordinary meeting 
was held under the presidency of Br. Desanlis, when three candidates, Br. Em. de 
Las Cases, General Count Rampon, Grand Conservatur, and Bouilly, Deputy 
Grand Master, were nominated, from whom the Grand Orient had to make a defi- 
nite choice in a constitutional manner. This was done on the 11th of February, 
and Br. Em. de Las Cases, Councillor of State, and Member of the Chamber of Dep- 
uties, was elected, and his nomination to the honor of Vice Grand Master was 
hailed with enthusiasm by a threefold battery. A grand deputation, appointed at 
the same meeting, made known the result on the 13th of February to the elect, 
who accepted the choice, assuring them at the same time, that he felt proud of 
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the honor conferred on him, and that he would fulfil the duties then imposed on 
him, with the greatest zeal. 

On the 26th of April, the obsequies in honor of the late Br. Bouilly, who is 
also favorably known in Germany, took place in the Church of St. Roch, when 
Br. Desanlis delivered a stirring funeral Oration, and when all the Masons pre- 
sent were clothed with their insignia. He has also been remembered in many 
other Lodges in a very honorable manner, but up to the close of July, no regular 
funeral Lodge ^ras held for him. 

Immediately after the great conflagration of the city of Hamburg' became 
known, the Grand Orient of France opened a subscription, and in the very same 
number of the Globe which contained its notice, is to be found a list of 860 
francs, which were sent in from 21 different Lodges in Paris and the Provinces. 

The Grand Orient presented, on occasion of the sudden death of the Duke 
d’Orleans, an address to the king, in which the following passage occurs : “ Sire! 
In the midst of their festivals, the Masons never forget the prayers for the king 
and his hotise. Devoting themselves to the service of misfortune, they cannot 
forego the opportunity of mingling the expression of their grief with that which 
pervades all France.” 

The committee appointed to make a report to the Grand Orient of France, on 
the modifications and reforms of which Masonry in France is capable, met on 
the 22d of July to accelerate the rendering of this report The Brethren de St 
Jean and Charassin, who are charged with this difficult task, intended to present 
it in September, and several important resolutions have passed in regard to it 
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[The following ihteresting Reports were adopted by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, at 
its Quarterly communication, held on the 17th of June last.] 

The Committee appointed “ to examine the Constitutions and Regulations and 
ascertain if there be any tiling in them inconsistent with the ancient usages 
and customs of the Craft ; or any thing that conflicts with the rights and privi- 
leges of Subordinate Lodges,” 

esport: 

Tha* they deem the subject which they are ordered to investigate, of high 
import, And one that deeply concerns the honor and happiness of the Craft. It is 
of primary importance that all Constitutions and Regulations should be conform- 
able to the ancient customs and usages, and that they should be plainly stated, 
extensively circulated, and implicitly obeyed. 

They have, therefore, carefully examined the Constitutions of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts,” recently adopted and published, and compared them 
with all the Constitutions, ancient and modern, to which they could find access : — 
the result they now present to the Grand Lodge. 

This discussion demands an examination into the origin, structure, objects and 
character of Grand Lodges ; the power accorded to them ; and the modes in which 
they have exercised it 

Freemasonry can be traced back to the borders of the impenetrable shades of 
antiquity. Its charges, definitions of its favorite Arts and Sciences, descriptions 
‘and uses of its implements, emblems, paraphernalia, public ceremonies, &c. were 
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always allowed to be written. These hCve been preserved, as far as any thing 
human can be preserved, in ancient records, safely deposited in the archives of 
Lodges and in authentic publications. 

The singular conformity of these with each other, and the general agreement 
of them all with the internal evidence and true principles of the Order, give us 
reasonable assurance that this most ancient of human Institutions, the principal 
and unwritten parts of which can be transmitted from age to age by tradition 
only, has descended to us from very remote antiquity with little variation. 

In early ages each Lodge was independent of every authority but that of its 
own officers. The power of the Master to make and change rules, laws and reg- 
ulations was absolute ; he being under no other obligation than to observe the 
principles, landmarks and usages of the Order. 

Lodges were then very few in number, each having extensive but undefined 
jurisdiction. 

Masters must then have had occasional conference with each other ; they 
probably compared together their regulations, ceremonies and instructions. 

And this must have been done with wonderful care and fidelity. For after 
Masons had travelled into foreign countries and established Lodges all over the 
civilized world; after the destruction of the Roman empire, and after the 
desolation of the dark ages had swept away almost every vestige of human im- 
provement, on the return of civilization in every country and language in which 
Freemasonry was found to exist, it had preserved its identity, and but little 
variety was found in its modes of instruction and operation. 

In process of time, the difficulty of preserving in its original purity an Institu- 
tion which extended over the whole earth, and which descended only by tradi- 
tion, pressed heavily on the minds of intelligent Masons. They foresaw the dan- 
ger ot degenerating into different, if not into totally diverse systems. To prevent 
this, the enterprising Edwin, the brother of king Athelstane, conceived the 
project of forming a Grand Lodge. For this purpose he summoned all the in- 
fluential Freemasons in England, and Brethren from the continent, to meet him 
at his Castle, at Aubrey, near York, and there, in the year of our Lord 926, he 
formed the first Grand Lodge known to have existed in modern Europe. The 
preservation of the unity of the Order, and of its modes of operation and in- 
struction, were the avowed motives for forming this establishment Freemasons 
had ever cherished the principles of freedom and equality, as well as charity, 
and on this occasion they took the lead in giving to government a popular 
form. To this Grand Lodge was ceded much of the power which had before 
been exercised by the Master alone. 

This Grand Lodge prepared a code of ancient constitutions, charges, rules, 
orders, &c. These established the rights as well as the duties of both officers and 
members. They were preserved among their records, and are believed still to 
exist in the archives of the United Grand Lodge of England. The proceedings 
of that Grand Lodge were not generally made known. From history we have 
an account that a meeting was held in 1550, under Sir Thomas Sackville, Grand 
Master, when they had no little trouble with Queen Elizabeth, who became an 
Antimason, because the Craft could not gratify her curiosity to become ac- 
quainted with their secret mysteries. 

The advantages resulting from the formation of that Grind Lodge were soon, 
and for a long time, strongly felt. York Masonry gained an ascendency which it 
has maintained nearly 1000 years. And the purity and authority of ancient York* 
Masonry are still acknowledged over most of the civilized world. 

In J567, the Queen had become reconciled to the Fraternity, and while the 
Earl of Bedford was Grand Master at York. Sir Thomas Gresham was by royal 
authority, appointed Grand Master at London, where a Grand Lodge has ever 
since been held. 

Soon after we hear of Inigo Jones, who was in 1636 elected Grand Master at 
London. 

In 166$ the Earl of St Albans was elected Grand Master, and Sir Christopher 
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Wren was his Deputy. It therefore appears that before that time the Grand 
Lodge in London had acquired the right to elect their Master. 

Soon after this, Grand Lodges were established in Scotland and Ireland, and 
on the continent. These, by their knowledge and experience and their inter- 
course with each other, contributed greatly to establish the ancient unity of the 
Institution, and to guide the current of tradition unbroken along the course of 
time. . 

Grind Lodges in their structure are unlike any other human institutions. Their 
members are in no degre^ hereditary, and but in part periodically elective ; 
they consist of the principal officers of the subordinate Lodges and the 
present officers of the Grand Lodge, who are elected or appointed annually ; and 
of the Past Grand Masters, Deputy Grand Masters, and Grand Wardens of the 
Grand Lodge, who are members for life. 

This unique Institution is admirably contrived to answer the purposes of the 
Craft. 

The members elected annually are most likely to understand the condition and 
wants of the subordinate Lodges, and of the individuals throughout the jurisdic- 
tion ; while the life members, from their age and experience, will naturally be a 
conservative body, free from motives of personal ambition, able to teach, and 
powerful to preserve the work and lectures in their primitive purity. 

Grand Lodges have too often been considered by the unreflecting and unin- 
quiring, as mere arbitrary rulers, known to the Lodges and the Craft only by enact- 
ing restraining laws aud rules, requiring strict obedience to them ; often in- 
terfering with the wishes and sometimes restraining the actions of those over 
whom their laws bear sway. But it should be borne in mind that in fifty years 
after a man can be made a Mason he reaches the common s period of human life : 
a period beyond which if he survive, it is with an enfeebled intellect and 
broken memory. Fifty years then is as far back as the Masonic memory of any 
individual can be expected to, go. 

In such a state of things it must be difficult to transmit the usages and cus- 
toms with well ascertained truth. No individual can personally know what Free- 
masonry was 100 years ago. Differences of recollection and of opiniou must 
arise ; and there is no method, that human ingenuity can contrive, to preserve the 
unity and identity of the Order, but by holding conclaves, taking counsel from 
age and experience, concentrating the wisdom of all, and requiring minorities to 
yield to majorities, and youth to submit to age. 

Grand Lodges should be considered as the concentrated wisdom and expe- 
rience of the Order ; and their rules, regulations and edicts should be received as 
the premeditated and experienced voice of the whole Craft, speaking to them- 
selves for their good. 

Formerly there were two Grand Lodges in Massachusetts ; one derived from 
the Grand Lodge in London, the other from the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

The Craft felt the danger of their degenerating into two distinct and different 
societies. 

In 1792, for the avowed purpose of obtaining identity and unity in the rules, 
regulations, work and lectures, the two were united into one, which still continues 
to bear rule over the Order in this State. 

In England the evils of a double rule were borne for some time longer. The 
Grand Lodges of York and London did not agree in their laws, rules and orders. 
.Their modes of work and lectures had began to assume distinct and marked 
differences. Their several jurisdictions were not well defined, and collisions 
and even contentions had grown up between them. In the memorable year 
1813, when a nobleman of the highest rank was at tho head of each of 
them, their love of the Institution, and their sense of the absolute necessity of 
obtaining unity and identity in all their modes of proceeding, induced them to 
make an effort for a Union, which after long and careful negotiation and in* 
quiry was happily effected. 

This memorable act, the most solemn and interesting Masonic event that ever 
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occurred in England, was consummated on tjie first day of December, 1813. The 
articles of Union were prepared after learned and laborious research into records 
and documents. They were began with the solemn formality of “In the name of 
God. Amen.” They were signed by the officers of both Grand Lodges. The 
Grand Seals of both were affixed to the instrument, which was the last service 
they rendered, for they were then immediately broken, and from their designs 
was made the present seal of the united Grand Lodge of England. 

This act of Union is recited at length in Oliver’s edition of “Preston’s Illustra- 
tions,” published at London in 1829, page 359. 

The laborious investigation that preceded its adoption, the character of the 
parties concerned, and the solemnity and formality with which it was sanctioned, 
not only by the two Grand Lodges, but by all the old Lodges, the Grand Lodges 
of Scotland and Ireland, and the whole Fraternity, give it as high a claim to au- 
thenticity as any Masonic document in existence. 

The following are among its provisions : — 

Article 2 declares and pronounces, that pure, ancient Masonry consists of 
three Degrees, and no more. 

Article 3 provides that there shall be the most “perfect 1 unity of obligation , of disci- 
pline , of working the Lodges , of making , passing \ raising, instructing and clothing 
Brothers, so that one pure unsullied system, according to the genuine landmarks, laws 
and traditions of the Craft shall be upheld, maintained and practised throughout 
the Masonic world, from the day of the date of said Union, until time shall be no 
more. 

Article 4 provides that both Grand Lodges shall invite delegations from 
the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland to be present at the solemnities of the 
Union, to be witnesses of the obligation assumed by the parties, to adopt and pre- 
serve the genuine and pure obligations, forms , rules and ancient traditions of Ma- 
sonry^ 

Article 5 provides, that for securing the desired perject uniformity, nine wor- 
thy expert Master Masons, or Past Masters, be appointed by each Grand Lodge, 
to meet, first each party by themselves, and then together, to communicate their 
forms, modes of work, usages , tyc. to each other, and then to he a Lodge of Recon - 
ciliations, to visit, instruct and obligate all the Lodges in both jurisdictions in the 
mode adopted by the United Grand Lodge. 

Article 13 provides, that after the Union, and when it shall be ascertained 
what are the obligations, forms, regulations , i cork and instructions to be universally 
established, speedy and effectual steps shall be taken to obligate all members in each 
Lodge, in all the Degrees, according to the forms taken and recognized by the 
Grand Lodge. And for this purpose the Lodge of Reconciliations, in bands of not 
less than three each, shall visit the Lodges to assist in promulgating and enjoin- 
ing the pure, unsullied system ; that reconciliation, unity of obligation, law, working, 
language and dress may be happily restored . 

Article 14 provides, that when the Grand Master shall be satisfied ths^t the 
warranted Lodges have taken the proper enjoined obligations, and conformed to 
the uniform working, clothing, &c. he shalL direct the new Great Beal to be 
* affixed to their warrants. A certain time shall be fixed by the Grand Lodge for 
establishing this uniformity, and it ghall be in the f> ower of the Grand Lodge to 
take the most effectual means for the establishment of this Unity of Doctrine through- 
out the whole community of Masons, and to declare the warrants forfeited if the 
measure proposed be resisted or neglected. 

Article 17 provides for the revision of the rules and regulations of both 
Grand Lodges ; and that a new book of Constitutions, prepared on the principles 
of the Union, under the superintendence of the Grand Officers, should be forthwith 
made and published. 

The articles were, at the last named date, unanimously ratified and confirmed. 

On the 27th of December, 1813, at the festival of St. John, the united Grand 
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Lodge met. And all falling within the description of members, who had ob- 
tained certificates from the Lodge of Reconciliations that they had been re-obliga- 
ted , apd had conformed to the articles of Union , were admitted to take their seats. 

At this meeting the Union was proclaimed at the sound of trumpets ; and it 
was again solemnly and unanimously ratified. 

After the utmost ceremony on this august occasion the United Grand Lodge 
was organized, and the Duke of Sussex was chosen and Installed Grand Master. 

Pursuant to the provisions of the 17th Article of the Union, a compilation of a 
revised code of the constitutions was undertaken. 

The old records were consulted, and recourse was had to every means of infor- 
mation. 

The work was subjected tp much investigation and consideration. After the 
labor of fourteen years, it was completed and sanctioned by the Grand Lodge, and 
published in 1827. 

The following are among the provisions of this deliberately formed collection 
of Masonic constitutions, laws and usages. 

No Lodge shall, on any pretence, make more than Jive new Brothers in one day, 
unless by dispensation. Nor shall a Lodge he permitted to give more thftn one 
Degree to a Brother on the same day. Nor shall a higher Degree in Masonry he 
conferred t>n any Brother at a less interval than one month from his receiving a pre- 
vious Degree ; nor until he shall have passed an examination in open Lodge in 
that Degree, 

(A note adds. “ No dispensation can he granted to suspend the operation of this 
law.”) 

(The same provision is twice afterwards, in substance, repeated in that work.) 

Another provision is : all Lodges are hound to observe the same usages and cus- 
toms. Every deviation , therefore, from the established mode of working, is highly 
improper , and cannot hejustijied or sanctioned . 

Some of our Brethren have expressed doubts whether the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts has not overstepped the ancient landmarks and proper Masonic 
rules in framing the fourth Article of their recently adopted Constitutions, part 
first, which provides that “ By the ancient Constitutions and usages of Freema- 
sonry, the Grand Lodge, as the Supreme Masonic authority irv this Common- 
wealth, is invested with certain original, essential and unalterable powers and 
privileges ; among which is the power of enacting Laws and Regulations for the 
government of the Craft; and of altering, repealing and abrogating them : of 
establishing and prescribing a uniform system of Work and Lectures, of issuing 
Dispensations,” &c. 

The Brethren alluded to state, that they “ do now feel fully impressed with the 
belief that it was never originally intended to invest the Grand Lodge with such 
powers as would enable them from time to time to alter, repeal or abrogate such 
forms of Work and Lectures as had from almost immemorial usage been prac- 
tised in all the Lodges.” 

Your Committee felt impelled by their respect for the scruples of their Breth- 
ren, as well as by the importance of the subject, to compare Article fourth, as 
well as all the provisions of our newly adopted Constitutions with all other codes 
of Masonic Constitutions, Rules and By-Laws which have been printed in the 
English language j and to which they could find access. They have quoted 
some of the provisions of the English Constitutions, published in 1827, not be- 
cause they differ from other codes, but because the solemnity, research and de- 
liberation upon which they were adopted, clothe them with the highest claims to 
be of authority, and correct exponents of the ancient Rules, Regulations, Usages 
and Landmarks of Freemaspnry. 

The Grand Lodge formed at York in 926, collected the old Constitutions from 
which the subsequent books of Constitutions were mainly compiled. 

In 1717, the Grand Lodge at London revised their code of Constitutions, and 
after examining and re-examining the Work for several years, it was adopted by 
general consent, and in 1723 it was printed and published. This was the . first 
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book of Constitutions was published in England. It contained among other pro- 
visions the fdtlowing : — 

# “ Every Grand Lodge has the inherent power and authority to make new regula- 
tions, or alter these for the benefit of the ancient Fraternity ; provided always, 
that the old land-marks are carefully preserved.” 

The “ Pocket Companion and History of Freemasons,” 3d edition, published in 
London, ip 1764, contains the Constitutional amendments made after 1723. 
Among other provisions it has the following : — 

“ All particular Lodges are to observe the same usages as much as possible ; in 
order to which and also to cultivate a good understanding among Freemasons, 
some members of each Lodge shall be deputed to visit other Lodges as often as 
shall be thought convenient 

b “Every Grand Lodge has an inherent power and authority to make new reguld- 
tions, and alter these for the real benefit of the ancient Fraternity ; provided the 
ancient land-marks be preserved. 

“ Apprentices are to t>e Crafted and Raised only in the Grand Lodge, unless by 
Dispensation. 

“ Every Grand Lodge, duly met, has the power to amend or explain any of the 
printed regulations in the printed book of Constitutions, while they break not in on 
the ancient rules of the Fraternity. And it is not in the power of any man, or 
body of men, to make any alteration or innovation in the body of Masonry, with- 
out the consent of the Grand Lodge.” 

The Grand Lodge have an inherent right “ of amending what may be thought 
inconvenient” 

The members of the Grand Lodge are the true representatives of all the 
Fraternity.” 

The book called “ The JDiiman Rezon ,” containing the constitutional provi- 
sions, the ancient charges, rules, orders and usages, illustrations, &c. has passed 
through many editions in England, and several in this country. It contains the 
same rules relative to the authority of the Grand Lodge of England as have been 
quoted from the other books. An edition of it, published in Philadelphia, in 1783, 
contains the following constitutional provision for the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl- 
vania : — 

“ The Grand Lodge has an inherent right and authority to make local ordinan- 
ces and new regulations, as well as to amend and explain old ones, for their own 
particular benefit, and the good of Masonry in general ; provided, always, that the 
ancient land-marks be carefully preserved. This has never been disputed, for 
the members of the Grand Lodge are the true representatives of all the Frater- 
nity in cortimunion, and are an absolute, independent body ; provided the Grand 
Masonic Constitutions be never violated, nor the old land-marks removed.” 

^ When the two Grand Lodges of Massachusetts were united in 1792, they pre- 
pared and published a book of Constitutions, and an improved edition of it was 
published in 1798. These books of Constitutions contain the following provi- 
sions : 

“The powers of the Grand Lodge are independent ; all distinction between 
ancient and modern Masons shall, as far as possible, be abolished.” 

“The modes of Work heretofore practised by St. John’s Grand Lodge is re- 
commended to the old , and enjoined on new Lodges .” 

“ The Grand Lodge has an inherent power and authority to make local ordinan- 
ces and new regulations, as well as amend old ones, for their own benefit and 
the good of Masonry in general ; provided, always, that the Grand Constitution 
and ancient land- marks be carefully preserved. This has never been disputed, 
for the Grand Lodge is the representative of the whole Fraternity.” 

“ No Brother shall be admitted into the Grand Lodge, but such as are members 
or voters : excepting petitioners and witnesses ; and those called in on motion.” 

The Grand Lodges in all the United States have drawn their laws, rules and 
regulations from the same sources : and so far as we have been able to examine* 
they all contain substantially the same provisions. The Masons in the territo- 
35 
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ries of Wisconsin and Iowa, have recently formed Grand Lodges, ^hich are the 
newest and latest made . They compiled their Constitutions with all the lights of 
Masonry shining on them from both hemispheres. They declare the powers of 
the Grand Lodge to be “to grant new Lodges by letters patent under seal ; to 
establish a uniform mode of Work within their jurisdiction, strictly conforming to 
the ancient land-marks. To appoint lecturers to instruct the Brethren, and cor- 
rect errors, &c. To make such By-Laws as may be necessary for its good gov- 
ernment : and prescribe the general regulation and government of its subordi- 
nate Lodges.” 

Many Masonic books, by various titles, have been published since 1723. Most 
of them contain much apocryphal matter, but the ancient charges and 'constitu- 
tional laws, rules and regulations in them all are almost identical. Their singu- 
lar conformity, differing so little from each other, shows the fidelity with which 
the ancient land-marks have been preserved. 

On a careful comparison of the Constitutions and Regulations recently adopted 
by our Grand Lodge, with all prior provisions on the same subject, the committee 
are satisfied that they are not inconsistent with the ancient usages and customs of 
the Craft. But, on the contrary, they are in strict conformity to them ; and that 
they do not , in any point , conflict with the rights and privileges of subordinate Lodges . 
In the whole Code there appears not a single provision that is any thing more 
than a new declaration of settled principles, to be found in the old ordinances, 
rules and regulations. 

The power of the Grand Lodge is great ; but every reflecting Mason, every 
friend of the Order, must perceive, that great power to direct , control , and to 
correct must be vested somewhere; or identity of rules, work and lectures 
could not be preserved. Every Lodge would cherish and transmit to their succes- 
sors their accidental deviations and errors. These would soon be considered the 
customs of the fathers, and be tenaciously held and cherished as ancient and 
time honored usages. The variations of different Lodges would grow broader, 
till each became a distinct society, differing more and more in its laws, usages, 
work, paraphernalia and lectures from the others ; and soon the identity, and with 
it the existence of the Order, would perish. Every lover of the upright, charita- 
ble and social principles ; and of the simple, antique forms of the Craft, will unite 
in declaring this must not be done. Authority must exist ; the wisdom and ex- 
perience of ages unitedly declare that it can be no where so safely deposited as 
m Grand Lodges. They being but the representation — the concentrated princi- 
ple, interest and feeling of the whole Fraternity — are, with great propriety, clothed 
with ample authority. They are entitled to speak with the voice of power, and to 
be heard with feelings of confidence and obedience. When this principle shall 
be given up, the Institution will be lost 

It has been said, that Grand Lodges are but a few centuries old ; and before 
their existence the Fraternity were well governed without the delegation of such 
extensive powers. A little reflection and inquiry will show that such opinion is 
erroneous. In ancient times, when the number of Lodges was small, the whole 
power resided in the Master ; his word was law, and whatever he decreed was 
implicitly received as ancient usage. Masters might then, like Solomon, be con- 
sidered Grand Masters. The few rulers over large Lodges could occasionally 
confer together, and thus correct errors and repair the dilapidations of forgetful- 
ness among themselves. But to preserve such a system the Masters must be 
few, however numerous the members. Hence we find that on the formation of 
the Grand Lodge in London, there were but four Lodges in the South of England. 
As Masoriry became more and more extended, the necessity of changing its gov- 
ernment became the more apparent Grand Lodges were then established, and 
to them was ceded the authority of the Masters ; and they have hitherto exer- 
cised, and it is believed they always will exercise, their ample powers over erring 
Lodges and Brethren, with charity, kindness and forbearance, and for the good of 
the Craft. For the convenience of attending and working the Lodges, while 
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the number of the initiated was not vastly increased, charters were multiplied, and 
one or more Lodges were established in almost every city. 

To exercise over such a community a salutary and efficient government, fre- 
quent meetings of the Grand Lodges, conferences between them, and sometimes 
more extensive conventions became necessary, and these have been resorted to 
with entire success. 

A system which has operated so well through so many ages should not be too 
readily touched by the adventurous hand of change. It satisfies the wants of the 
Fraternity, and they should one and all rest satisfied with it, until an abler and 
wiser one can be devised. 

The appropriate duty of the Craft is to exercise and preserve their system in 
its ancient purity and simplicity. For this purpose Grand Lodges were estab- 
lished and invested with adequate authority. The modes of labor and instruction, 
as well as the rules and regulations, must be frequently compared. If differences 
shall be found, error must exist somewhere. In such case, diligent inquiry should 
be made, the wisest and most experienced should be consulted ; and after due 
deliberation, a majority must decide what is error, and what is in strict conformi- 
ty to the ancient usages and land-marks. And to such decisions the committee 
feel entire confidence that every true, faithful member of the ancient Brotherhood, 
will, on reflection, submit with cheerful acquiescence. 

Augustus Peabody,'! 

John Abbot, 1 

Thomas Tolman, i Committee . 

Thomas Powkr, l 

John Hews. j 

Boston, May 17, 1844. 


CONFERRING THE DEGREES. 

The Committee to whom was referred u the order for prohibiting the confer- 
ring of more than one Degree on the same candidate, on the same evening, 
or short of a month, unless by Dispensation,” 

report: 

That they have carefully examined the order, and compared it with all 
ancient rules and usages on the subject, so far as they could have access to 
them. 

They find that on the junction of the two Grand Lodges of England, the 
Grand Lodge of all England, at York, and the Grand Lodge of England, at 
London, which was effected in 1813, the Constitutions of the Order were 
revised and collated, with careful and laborious investigation, with a view to 
ascertain, present and preserve the true ancient laws and usages. For several 
years the investigation was prosecuted by experienced and able men, and in 
1827, the work was completed, approved and published. It is now the Con- 
stitution of the United Grand Lodge of England. In that work is the follow- 
ing provision : — 

“ No Lodge shall on any pretence make more than five new Brothers in 
one dav, unless by Dispensation ; nor shall a Lodge be permitted to give 
more them one Degree to a Brother on the same day ; nor shall a higher De- 
gree in Masonry be conferred on a Brother at a less interval than one month, 
from his receiving a previous Degree. Nor until he has passed an examina- 
tion in open Lodge in that Degree.” And in a note it is stated, that “ no 
Dispensation can be granted to suspend the operation of this law.” The 
same provision is afterward twice repeated, in substance, in the same work. 
The early published books of Constitutions contain similar provisions. 
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In an edition of the Ahiman Rezon, published during the last century, in 
speaking of the reception of men of rank and science into the Institution, the 
rule is stated, that they are equally subjected to all the chargee and regula- 
tions : and must be governed by the general rule. 

“ No Lodge shall make more than five new Brethren at one time, unless 
by Dispensation. Nor shall any be made, or admitted a member of a Lodge, 
without being proposed one month, & c. Apprentices, when expert in the 
business of their apprenticeship , shall he admitted , upon further improvement, 
as Fellow-Crafts, ‘and in due time , be raised to the sublime degree of Master 
Masons, Capable themselves to undertake their Lord’s work, animated with 
the prospect of passing in future through the higher honors of Masonry.” 

It is entirely clear and plain that our Brethren in England do think, and in 
earlier times have thought, that this provision is in conformity both to ancient 
usage, and the spirit of the work. And your committee are of the same opin- 
ion. 

The Order in question was adopted in the Grand L6dge L at the quarterly 
communication in June, 184S, having stood the requisite time for considera- 
tion of the Lodge. But in the publication of the Constitutions of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts, subsequently made, it was, by accident, omitted. 

It is now a standing law, and in the opinion of the committee it is a wise 
provision ; and one that is in as strict accordance with the ancient rules, or- 
ders and usages, as it is with the spirit of the work. 

They therefore recommend, that the Order in question be adopted as a 
Constitutional Rule, and that it be printed as the fourteenth rule of the “ Mis- 
cellaneous Regulations that it be pasted into all the books of the Const! - 
tptions which have not yet been distributed, and sent for the Bame pur- 
pose to the Lodges which have already received the work. 

All of which is respectfully presented by 

Augustus Phabody,* 

John Abbot, 

Thomas Tolman, y Committee. 
Thomas Power, 

John Hews. 

Boston, May 17, 1844. 


THE TRESTLE-BO ARD. 

The committee, to whom was referred the proceedings had at the annual commu- 
nication of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, held’ in the city of Richmond, on the 
eleventh day of December, A. L. 5843, have performed the duty assigned them, 
and make the following 

report: 

Your committee believe it is not usual to refer to a committee for action, the 
annual commiHiication of a Grand Lodge, sent to this Grand Lodge. The su- 
premacy of jurisdiction of each Grand Lodge within its own State, and the cour- 
tesy due from each to every other Grand Lodge, seem to forbid it But as 
the above annual communication embraces one subject, as to which the co-opera- 
tion of this Grand Lodge, in aid of the views of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, is 
requested, it can be no want of respect in this Grand Lodge to the Grand Lodge 
of Virginia, to refer their annual communication for the action of a committee, 
as to this subject Indeed courtesy to the Grand Lodge of Virginia required it. 

The subject is their resolves of the following purport : that “ the Masonic Tres- 
tle-Board cannot receive the sanction of the Grand Lodge of Virginia that they 
recommend to their subordinate Lodges to discontinue the use of it ; and that 
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they request the Grand Lodges of other States to unite with them in suppressing 
u its circulation and use f and their Reports, sent out as a part of their proceed- 
ings, in which reports it is said, the Trestle-Board is a “ most offensive, ridiculous, 
and objectionable book ; that it has scarcely one feature, having the most remote 
resemblance to the work proposed by the Convention ; and that it contains the 
errors of all preceding publications without their excellencies.” 

In language exhibiting very little of the spirit of Masonry, this unsparing de- 
nunciation of a book, which has received the approbation of the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts, as a text book, and of several of the oldest, most intelligent, 
and best instructed Freemasons under its jurisdiction, has induced your com- 
mittee to inquire, and with special care ascertain, whether it has not been admit- 
ted to favor without a sufficiently thorough examination. Your committee have 
therefore carefully examined the Trestle-Board, and the proceedings of the Nation- 
al Masonic Convention, held at Baltimore, and compared them. The result of 
su<5h examination and comparison has produced conviction in the minds of your 
committee, that the work conforms to the ancient land-marks and usages of Free- 
masonry, and that the Trestle-Board is in' agreement with the resolutions and 
proceedings of the Convention. 

On page 35 of the proceedings of the Convention, is the report of the committee 
on the proposed Trestle-Board, and on page 44, the Brethren are designated who 
were to prepare the book. The report directs that it “ embrace three distinct, 
full and complete Masonic carpets, illustrative of the three degrees of ancient craft 
Masonry.” The book contains these carpets, and no more. The report requires 
it to contain “ the ceremonies of consecrations, dedications, and installations, the 
laying the comer stones of public edifices, the funeral service, and order of pro- 
cessions, with the charges, prayers, exhortations, and the selections from scrip- 
ture, appropriate and proper for Lodge service.” The Trestle-Board, from page 9 
to page 47, and from page 78 to the end, contains such description of ceremonies, 
charges, prayers, exhortations, and selections. These parts also contain a short 
account of the degrees, description of a Lodge, ceremonies of opening and clos- 
ing, description of the working tools, with their uses, orders of architecture, the 
senses ana the Masonic arts and sciences, all of which, instead of derogating 
from, in the opinion of your committee, enhance its merit They are taken from 
forms recommended in the proceedings of the Convention, in part and most of 
the residue, with little alteration, except abridgement omission of useless sen- 
tences, and correction of language, from the Monitor; a work, which in the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention, is said u to possess the least faults of any, and has a 
high claim to antiquity, having been in general use as a standard work for nearly 
half a century.” A small portion is taken from the Masonic Constitutions, pub- 
lished by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, before the commencement of the 
present century ; and this again is found in substance in the more ancient Ma- 
sonic compilations. In all this your committee do not perceive any departure 
from the ancient land-marks and usages of the Craft, or any thing contrary to the 
instructions of the Convention. The remainder of the last part of the book, allu- 
ded to, consists of forms, as practised in this Grand Lodge. The rest of the 
Trestle-Board, from page 47 to page 78, is taken from the proceedings of the 
Convention, almost without the alteration of a word, excepting that one song in 
the proceedings is changed for one which expresses more of the spirit of Masonic 
harmony ; ana where the proceedings state there should be music, an appropriate 
ode is inserted in the book. 

The principal, and almost sole object of tbe Convention, was to establish, 
in this extensive country, a uniform mode of work and lectures, which should 
correct all deviations from the ancient land-marks and usages, and restore the prac- 
tice of the Institution to its original simplicity and beauty. With the exception 
of the charges, definitions, selections, ceremonies, and history, which for ages 
have been written, printed, and approved in that form by our fathers, and the 
friends of the Institution, the art has descended to us through a series of. centu- 
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ries by tradition alone. It is apparent, that a correct knowledge of it can be best 
attained by consulting the oldest, most experienced, and most ardent friends of 
the Order ; inquiring into the proceedings and forms used in other countries ; 
and comparing the whole with the well known principles and events, on which 
the Institution was founded. To these sources the members of the Convention 
were highly qualified to apply, and, in the opinion of your committee, did apply 
with industry and distinguished fidelity, as the result of their labors has given 
general satisfaction, and created the hope and belief of a brighter day to the 
Craft The work and lectures, recommended by the Convention, have commend- 
ed themselves to the approbation and adoption of most of the Grand Lodges in 
the Union. To give efficiency to the labors of the Convention, and to produce 
the uniformity desired — the chief object of its assembling — nothing was needed 
but a book, having such an arrangement of matter, and appropriate selections 
from those things that lawfully may be, and from time immemorial have been, 
written, as would be necessary to Lodges and working Masons to carry into effect 
its recommendations) Such a book, to be denominated the “ Masonic Trestle- 
Board,” was ordered by the Convention. 

On carefully examining the Trestle-Board, it appears to your committee that it 
is compiled from the materials ordered by the Convention, and matter necessarily 
connected with, instructive, and material to Lodge Work, taken from ancient 
and approved text-books, and in accordance with the principles sanctioned by the 
Convention ; that it contains no new revelations, nothing that has not been before 
the public with the general sanction of the Fraternity for ages ; that it is judi- 
ciously arranged, and eminently calculated to produce the uniformity desired ; and 
that it is the book ordered by the Convention, and well worthy to supersede the 
use of the “ clumsy and spurious publications,” of which complaint has been 
made. 

The document submitted to your committee has also been examined, to find in 
what the objections to the Trestle-Board consist. Only one single transgression 
is specified against it ; and that is termed “ a glaring fault and serious ob- 
jection,” which is, “the publication of certificates in the work, of Broth- 
ers, not members of the Convention.” This must allude to the recommendations of 
the book prefixed and affixed to it; but not in the body of the work. We have no 
sympathy for that fastidiousness of taste, which can find “ a glaring fault” in a 
book, because recommendations of its merits by persons, qualified for forming a 
correct judgment, are either prefixed or affixed to it On the contrary, the Tres- 
tle-Board would lose nothing of its utility, or its worth, it there were appended to 
it the approbation of every Grand Lodge in .the Union, including that of Vir- 
ginia. A bold and general denunciation of a work will have little effect on it, if 
the writer do not give, and the reader by diligent search cannot discover, the 
cause of complaint. 

Upon a careful examination of the whole subject, your committee are of opin- 
ion, that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts should not unite in, or sanction any 
attempt to suppress the “ circulation and use” of the Masonic Trestle-Board, 
until some reason therefor is shown. They cannot withhold the expression of 
their regret, that such a proposition has been made ; a proposition, which, if suc- 
cessfully carried into effect, must render nugatory the acts and doings of the Na- 
tional Masonic Convention. 


John Abbot, ' 
Paul Dean, 

Robert Lash, 

E. M. P. Wells, 
Benjamin Huntoon, 


Committee. 


Bottom, May 16, 1844. 
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GRAND LODGE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


THE TRESTLE-BOARD. 

At the annual communication of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, holden 
at Concord, June 11th and 12th, A. D. 1844, A. L. 5844 : 

The proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, a Circular from R. W. 
Charles W. Moore, and the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,* re- 
lative to the “ Trestle-Board,” were severally laid before the Grand Lodge, and 
read, by the Grand Secretary. 

On motion of Brother Folsom, of Exeter : — 

The foregoing papers, together with the “Trestle- Board,” were referred to a 
committee, consisting of Brothers Parker, Eaton, Cressey and Tappan. 

The committee to whom were referred the documents aforesaid, made the fol- 
lowing report, on Tuesday, June 12th. 

To the Grand Lodge of the State of New Hampshire : 

The committee to whom were referred a circular, dated at Richmond, Va. Jan. 
5, 1844, of Br. John Dove, one of the committee of the Convention of Grand 
Lodges, at Baltimore, in May, 1843, on the subject of a “ Masonic Trestle- 
Board,” a circular from Br. Charles W. Moore, in relation to the same subject, 
dated January 27, 1844, and a communication from the Grand Lodge, of Penn- 
sylvania,* dated March 4, 1844, having had those several papers under considera- 
tion, offer the following 

retort: 

That your committee are of opinion that Br. Dove in his communications, 
has not manifested that courtesy and fraternal regard which the principles of 
-the Masonic Order require ; and that from causes which your committee 
would not undertake to assign, he has been under misapprehension, and has 
committed great mistakes, in relation to the subject matters of his communica- 
tions ; and that many of the Brethren in Virginia and Pennsylvania, probably 
through the misapprehension and erroneous statements of Br. Dove, have 
fallen into the like mistakes ; but these mistakes, it is not doubted, will, on 
ftirther examination and deliberation by the Brethren in those Slates, be duly 
corrected. Your committee, from the facts and circumstances which have 
come under their consideration, find no sufficient ground for changing the 
opinion heretofore expressed by this Grand Lodge, in relation to the “ Masonic 
Trestle-Board,” published by Br. Moore ; and your committee would further 
reaffirm the Resolve of this Grand Lodge, of Dec. 13th, 1843, which is as fol- 
lows : — 


“ Resolved, That the “MASONIC TRESTLE-BOARD,” by R. W. Broth- 
ers Charles W. Moore and S. W. B. Carnegy, adapted to the national sys- 
tem of Work and Lectures, as revised and perfected by the late UNITED 
STATES MASONIC CONVENTION, be and the same is hereby approved, 
and it is hereby ordered, that the same be used by the several Lodges under 
this jurisdiction, as a guide and text book in their labors.” 

All which is respectfully submitted. David Parker, 

Page Eaton, 

Cyrus Cresset, ( 

Concord, N. H., June 12, 1844. W. Tappan, ] 

On motion of Br. Currier, of Portsmouth : — Said report was approved and adopt- 
ed by an unanimous vote, every member of the Grand Lodge rising in its favor. 

Attest, Isaac L. Folsom, Grand Secretary. 


Committee. 


♦The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania did not unite in the National Convention. The 
Trestle-Board was not sent to it, nor has it ever been examined by that body. It may 
therefore well be surprised, that it should be asked to co-operate in a measure, of the merits 
of which it is entirely ignorant.— Eo. Mag. 
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•A DANISH ADDRESS, 

Delivered on the Festival of St. John, by Br. K. L. Rahbbcx, in the Lodge at Copenhagen, 
and translated from the Danish, for this Magazine. 

Mt Brethren: 

There is a venerable tradition of old times, according to which the evangelist 
John, when unable to continue the ministry of his congregation on account of 
his great age, still insisted on attending the meetings of his Brethren, whither 
they had to carry him, and always mane the question, “do you really love one 
another ?” for the purpose of calling it to mind and keeping it before them. And 
also, that being once asked why he constantly repeated the same question, he made 
the. reply : “ because it is the chief principle on which our virtues depend.”* 

I know full well, my Brethren, that this general celebration of our Order, this our 
grand festival of peace, does not owe its name to him, but to John, the martyr of 
truth ; whose pilgrimage and doctrines were the aurora announcing thfe dawning 
light in the East, and whose life and death ought to be an example to every Ma- 
son, if ever the day arrives of which our excellent poet has sung : 

14 Father if it be thy ^vill, 

That in truth’s great cause we suffer, 

Please, oh please to give us still, 

Strength, with cheerfulness to offer, 

Any sacrifice that be, 

Lord acceptable to thee.” 

That other gentle defender of peace and love, the disciple and favorite of Je- 
sus, nevertheless, is no stranger to us ; he at least belongs to our great invisible 
church, which embraces every one, /who by his doctrines and actions in life, pro- 
motes the truth and spirit of our Order, whether he be formally initiated or not It 
is he from whose mouth we have the important and impressive words, contain- 
ed in the great light in Masonry. In his hands, we might almost say, do we 
perform our obligations as Masons, and even if we had nothing else left by him, 
but that golden admonition, with which this discourse commences, his memory 
ought to be sacred and dear to us as a Brother, because it is to our Order also, the 
keystone on which the whole superstructure is raised : Wisdom to find, Strength to 
bear, Beauty to ornament the temple on which we mutually are at work in honor 
of our great Architect. Hence, my Brethren, “ do you really love one another?” 
has always appeared to me as the most proper and dignified salutation, with which 
true and upright Masons might greet one another on this our universal Masonic 
festival. I dare flatter myself with the approval of our M. W. superiors, and a 
friendly attention of my Brethren, while I try to represent this universal love to 
Brethren, as the chief law and pillar of Masonry, and while I briefly endeavor 
to deduce from it and unfold the duties which it imposes on us in regard to our- 
selves, as well as to those who are not initiated, but are still our Brethren. 

If, as I have just mentioned, a universal love to our Brethreu be the fundamen- 
tal law of Masonry, we may justly consider the question with which I opened my 
discourse, as the aggregate of that Pythagorean self-examination, to which it is 
our duty to subject ourselves, if we wish to be true and worthy Masons. The more 
a Mason is able to answer that question to his satisfaction, the more perfectly and 
gloriously, has he been favored with the true spirit of our Order. It has often 
been asked, sometimes out of sneering carelessness, and sometimes out* of cau- 
tious, over-anxious, short-sightedness, what can, what shall, what will, Masonry 
effect in our days ? We may reply with both force and truth — it will extend and 
consolidate the kingdom of universal love on earth. And if we still are misun- 
derstood ; if this answer shall still appear an enigma to the multitude, and a folly, 
to the ignorant, it becomes but another new, indisputable fact, how much Masonry 
is wanted at the present time ; how beneficial true Masonry can and must be 


* It will be seen that this is not strictly according to our scripture, but the sense of the au- 
thor is given.— [E d. 
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Did we even find it the case to be bnt a folly or an enigma to many, to whom 
least of all it ought to be so,— calling and believing themselves Masons, — it would 
offer still mere evidence, alas ! that all who wear our insignia and name, do not 
belong to our Order, in truth and spirit. All to whom the fearoe of Mason is 
sacred, could not fail to perceive a new caution against taking it for vanity, by 
misconstruing its being and its worth ; they could not fail to improve their zeal 
in examihing those holy doctrines of our Order, which, in imposing that most es- 
sential duty, also renders it more and more easy to conform to it, by teaching them 
how to know and to remove the stumbling blocks that in the general course of 
life, obstruct its road. 

I shall proceed, my beloved and honored Brethren, without further observation 
as to this universal love to our Brethren, constituting so important a part of the 
Masonic duty to which we solemnly agree at our initiation ; nor need I remind 
you that, when during the endless chain we make our solemn farewell — the 
beautiful benediction is said over us, which all repeat three times, as the most per- 
fect and excellent we can pray for, to our Grand Master in Heaven, it relates 
not merely to our neighbor on the right or on the left, nor even to that visible 
chain which begins and ends in the hands of our Master in the chair. As one of 
our first poets beautifully has told us : 

To the Order’s endless chain, 

Charity its lustre lending, — 

’Round the globe it winds, and then 
’ In purest love and peace is blending. 

The object of these brief remarks is but to develope what I have hinted at be- 
fore, that our Order, in making the universal love to our Brethren a duty to its 
worthy sons, also facilitates the practice of said duty to all who truly seek for 
and zealously employ the light in the East, by faithfully performing in their daily 
dealings with man, me virtues of which they here have promised to set an exam- 
ple. 

When He, who himself is love, created man after his own image, he created him 
to love and to be loved. The deeper man sinks beneath this original dignity, the 
more he lessens love ; the more he rises from the dust and approaches it, the more 
ready and able will he be to love his Brethren and to deserve their love. Full of 
wisdom and meaning, my Brethren, is, in this as in all Other cases, the symbol at- 
tached by our Order to that degree in which we hold our meetihg to-day. The 
imperfect ashler is full of edges and inequalities ; fits no where, closes no where, 
but projects and leaves holes and edges on all sides. To be sure they may be cov- 
ered up and filled, but they reappear by the mere effect of time without men- 
tioning what the least forcible agency may occasion. In like manner, a man 
who is corrupted and swayed by self-interest, vanity, pride, prejudices and pas- 
sions, is at variance with all, and all with him. He may, indeed, at times and un- 
der peculiar circumstances, seem to assimilate perfectly with some one or other, 
to whom he is drawn by interest, pleasure or some other worldly bond. This 
means of connexion, however, vanishes insensibly under the heavy band of time, 
or rends asunder by some violent commotion. The space which divided them, 
becomes visible, the friction gradually increases, and finally they separate altogeth- 
er, each standing by himself. The perfect ashler, on the contrary, fits and ad- 
heres where and as it ought to do; mutually and by turns carrying, upholding 
and strengthening its neighbor, like Brethren who have formed themselves in ac- 
cordance with (squared by,) the rules and doctrines of our Order. Oh ! may we 
always call to mind and acknowledge, on being fretful and easily annoyed, there 
is almost a certain presumption that the fault lies with ourselves ; that whatever 
is unfit for our Grand Architect’s temple of universal love, fails in what it ought 
to be ; that when we are tempted to look upon one another, with uncharitable 
eyes, we stand most in need of self-examination, and seriously and sincerely of 
asking ourselves— is it not thy fault why thou dost not love thy Brother P Hast 
thou on taking the Masonic tie been aware of the sacred duty to ponder on and 
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to renounce all corrupting' and debasing parts that inflame the passions ? Hast thou 
constantly before thy eyes and in thy thoughts, that fame, glory, birth, rank and 
temporal greatness, which in the estimation of a Mason are like a fleeting shadow, 
but caught at by children, and on account of which it would be a shame for any 
man to harbor even the slightest uncharitable feeling toward his Brother ? Dost 
thou scorn him perhaps, because he is wandering in darkness blindfolded, exposed 
to errors from which but the hand of an experienced guide has guarded thee ; or 
which, blindfolded like him, thou didst not perceive ? Dost thou in thy ignorant 
pride forget how far, in such uncharitable moments, thou turnest thy eye from the 
East, whence alone light may be expected. Oh ! my Brethren, then we shall 
find the unerring truth of the poet’s lines, 

*T is true that many things abound, 

That do not please the sight — 

But still within ourselves are found, 

The means to put them right. 

That Brother who really and earnestly engages in combat with his passions ; 
who drives away his prejudices ; with steady and clear eye looks upon the deceit- 
ful lights of this world and perceives the miserable nothingness of which they 
are composed ; who in the East alone looks for light, namely, truth and virtue ; 
whose thoughts are bent upon eternity and the Eternal, — that Brother shall re- 
ceive his wages and want for no love ; but in him shall be fulfilled in the high- 
est degree, the true and beautiful saying, “ blessed is he who loved.much.” 

However, in stating that the admonitiou of John, to love our Brethren, embra- 
ces all mankind, being the children of one Father — our Father in heaven, — it is my 
duty also to remind you that this chain ought to surround and unite more perfectly, 
and indissolubly, the inner circle, formed by the Masonic Order. I am aware it 
has been repeatedly said that in a connexion, extending to the four quarters of the 
globe and consisting of so innumerable members, no closer or more powerful union 
can take place than by a fraternal bond of all mankind. I am aware the ques- 
tion has been raised, how Masons, dispersed over all the earth, can be made to 
unite in a closer and holier manner? But in truth, he who asks that question, is 
ignorant of the real worth and dignity of Masonry, nor can he distinguish it from 
existing common, insignificant associations and brotherhoods, founded for the Bole 
purpose of worldly ends ; he never had a glance of its glorious goal and the ex- 
cellent means, in the possession of which it is enabled to reach that goal ! How ? 
Masonry, an association for the purpose of promoting universal philanthrophy ; 
real enoblement of human nature ; true knowledge and pure morality, — and the co- 
laborers in this great work to remain indifferent and strangers to one another ! 

It may perhaps be asked, how many and who are the Masons who are working 
at and for this great end ? My Brethren this must be left to the Judgment of our 
Masters, and before all things to their Grand Master on high. Even in this case, 
human pride and human vanity, may easily over-reach themselves. He who si- 
lently, unobserved and unknown by the public, is practicing those virtues, of 
which he here has not only promised to set an example, but also found renewed 
inducement and strength, shall in the eyes of our heavenly Master* be the true 
journeyman who has attended to the small things, entrusted to him, and shown him- 
self worthy of being at the head of greater ones, in preference to many who in 
the eyes of their earthly masters and superiors may have shown the moat zeal and 
industry at their work, m order to appear what by that very means they have for- 
gotten to be. 

Upon the whole, my Brethren, “ judge not that ye be not judged,” is one of 
the first lessons of love and its very first commandment ; the more we examine 
ourselves, the more we shall feel the importance and truth of this heavenly com- 
mand. 

Nothing, therefore, evinces more want of the real spirit of Masonry, than to 
pass uncharitable judgments, in particular upon Brothers* Never did that man in 
earnest endeavor to know mankind, principally by gaining a perfect knowledge 
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of himself, who will allow himself such severe unchoritableness. It is an unde- 
niable fact, that he who is most apt to discover the moat in his brother’s eye, in 
reality neither perceives nor cares for the beam in his own. 

However let me not be misunderstood, or misconstrued ; in particular do not sup- 
pose that the tender and merciful love I recommend as one of the,first Masonic duties, 
is the same as that unmasonic, — I had almost said inhuman, — indifference to {rood 
or evil — that regardless of vice or Virtue, which without hesitation forgives others 
for what on a proper occasion it would not charge itself as a crime. On the con- 
trary, my Brethren, he who in compliance with the first duty of a Mason, devotes 
himself to constant struggle with his own prejudices, passions and vices, will with, 
a Brother’s full pity for fallen and erring Brethren, lode upon their faults and vices, 
in the same light as he does upon his own ; will while he heartily obeys the Mason- 
ic duty, to admonish the erring in a pious and dignified manner,— hate all vice and 
wish to overcome and destroy it Should it even be beyond his sphere of action 
or beyond his power, at least he will not flatter them or show an applause which 
his heart would blush for, or shudder to feel. When at this altar we vowed faith- 
fully to love virtue, we also vowed eternal, public enmity to vice, and it is our sa- 
cred duty as Masons, to keep both of these Masonic promises, faithfully. Let our 
most tender pity, our most Brotherly sympathy, whether by assistance, advice or 
comfort, where opportunity offers, be thus reserved for him who has been unfor- 
tunate enough to be caught in the nets of vice. But if we give him more; if we 
show him that esteem which belongs to virtue, 

Not only do we rob her of her fame and of her right, 

And hide with an unholy hand the glory of her sight, 

but we even act cruelly and uncharitably towards an erring Brother, for we strew 
fresh roses on the brink of the gulf open to swallow him ; and assist by our syren- 
song to deafen the warning voice, which perhaps might have called him back be- 
time. 

Thus, in order to apply it directly to ourselves, it would be a most untimely and 
reprehensible moderation to be willing to open the doors of our sanctuary, to any 
person whose character was known to be stained or debased. Not merely might 
an apparent kindness towards one individual, highly offend that perfect justice 
whicn is due to all ; nay, with the weak minded, it might, (and plausibly enough ) 
lessen the idea of that reverence, which generally is aecorded to the Order, and 
so far contribute to render him cold and negligent in performing the duties to 
which he had given his assent, but it might also deprive him of an earnest admo- 
nition, of whose benefit we are unable to form a judgment At the same time, 
my Brethren let us beware, that in throwing the stone, not at the fallen Brother, 
but into the closed urn where his worth will be weighed, we do it with pure hands, 
and that the impenetrable veil of silence shall cover as fully this as every other 
venerable, Masonic secret. We shall not be under the necessity then of averting 
our eyes, even if John at the very moment should appear in our meetings and ask, 
a my Brethren do you really love one another ?” 

Yes, my dear Brethren, may this universal love to Brethren be with us, in us, 
and over us, in all our thoughts, words and actions, within and without our meet- 
ings ! May it direct our hands, both in examining the conduct of ourselves as well 
as others! May it be our lead-star through life, in death and beyond the grave! 
We shall thus be able to appear before Him who himself is full of love, and who 
has made this light from Him, shine upon mankind, with the happy consciousness 
of having never knowingly or intentionally lost sight of it 

Nay a universal love 
Fill the heart of every Brother! 

May its treasures be above, 

And a joy to one another ! 

Happy then our end shall be, 

Glorious the light we’ll see. 
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GRAND LODGE OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

The Committee on Communications from Grand Lodges and Miscellaneous sub- 
jects, submitted the following report, which was unanimously received. 

REPORT. 

To the Mogt Worshipful Grand Master , and Grand Lodge of JST. Carolina . 

The Committee appointed by the M. W. G. Master of the Grand Lodge of 
North Carolina, on the reports of Grand Lodges and Miscellaneous subjects, 
have had the same under their consideration, and beg leave respectfully to re- 
port: 

That they have laid before them the Reports of the Grand Communications of 
the M. W. Grand Lodges of the States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Territoiy of Florida, Republic of Texas ; 
most of which, contain useful and important information to the Craft; and is well 
calculated to produce an increasing interest in all that pertains to our venerable 
Institution in the heart of every Mason, (as well in this as in other countries,) and 
to unity and the proper appreciation of its powers and duties. Your Committee 
are pleased to learn that there iB an increasing and absorbing attention to the im- 
provement of the Order and the elevation ana advancement of its glorious princi- 
ples by the different Grand Lodges above alluded to ; and we find but little to 
interrupt the peace, or disturb the general harmony of their proceedings. In ac- 
complishing the objects for which your Committee was instituted, they find it 
necessary to refer to some pf the most interesting details contained in the reports 
of the annual Communications of those Lodges from whom we have received 
them. Your Committee extremely regret that their limited time will not permit 
them to give a copious abstract of the highly valuably information coutained in 
them. They regret this the more, because there is so much that is useful and 
important in those proceedings, that they think that every Mason should be ac- 
quainted with them. But as it is impossible for them to give even a brief synop- 
sis of their contents, they must reluctantly content themselves to refer to such 
matters only as they think it desirable and expedient for this Gr. Lodge to take 
some action upon. The first particular to which your Committee request your 
attention is the action of some of the Grand Lodges excluding Israelites from all 
participation in the benefits and privileges of Masonry. Your Committee be- 
lieve that the political or religious sentiments of any one, should never bo made 
the subject, of inquiry in any Grand Lodge ; and they are fortified in this belief 
from the fact that this Grand Lodge passed a resolution at its annual Communi- 
cation in A. L. 5835, declaring, as a duty which they owed to themselves, as well 
as to the whole Masonic Fraternity, “ that while its individual members are left 
to the free and unmolested enjoyment of their sentiments upon the various sub- 
jects connected with religion and politics, and the right to judge of men and their 
actions, they thereby most solemnly declare , that Masonic bodies have not the right 
to connect the Institution with the sectarian views of either; that any attempt 
thereat, is a gross innovation upon those principles, which, among good and cor- 
rect Masons, are universally acknowledged, and should be universally practiced 
upon.” But it strikes your Committee, as an act of peculiar and palpable injus- 
tice to exclude those whose countrymen were the head and founders of our Or- 
der. They believe it to have been a measure both unjust and unwise ; for they 
are constrained to believe, that in rejecting our Jewish Brethren, we should be 
striking a fatal and suicidal blow at the very foundation of our venerable Institu- 
tion, and the ancient and time-honored land-marks of our noble Order. And this 
will appear as clear as a sunbeam, when we reflect that the first and best of our 
most ancient Order — its founders and fathers, were Israelites ; and if we now re- 
fuse that reviled and unhappy race a participation in its benefits, with what con- 
sistency can we date its origin back to the most prosperous days of that once 
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highly favored people, when they enjoyed the smiles of a gracious Providence 
and the head of that nation was the acknowledged head of the Craft. 

The next subject to which your Committee beg leave to direct your attention, 
is that of establishing Masonic Seminaries, or Literary Institutes, under the au- 
spices and patronage of the various Grand Lodges throughout the country. After 
the very interesting and able report submitted to and adopted by your R. W. body, 
during its present session, very, little remains for us* to say on the subject So 
clearly and forcible are the benefits and advantages likely to arise from the es- 
tablishment of such an Institution, and the obligations resting on us to perfect 
and carry into execution a work of such exalted and benevolent enterprise, en- 
forced in that report that it would be a work of supererogation in us to add 
any thing more in addition to what has been already said on the subject Yet 
your Committee cannot refrain from saying, that as we recognize the claims of 
the widows and orphans of deceased and destitute Brethren on our charity, for 
the relief of their physical wants, then it follows that their claims to our assist* 
ance to remove their intellectual and moral destitution are but the more forcible 
and unanswerable. If we admit that our Masonic obligations imperiously re- 
quire us to minister to their bodily comfort and enjoyment, when in a needy and 
necessitous state, how much more imperatively do those obligations impose on us 
the duty of extending to them that higher and nobler charity which will qualify 
them to lead lives of virtuous and Christian usefulness here, and fit them for a 
state of eternal happiness hereafter. Your committee are happy to inform you 
that, as they learn from the reports laid before them, these are the sentiments and 
feelings of many of our sister Lodges throughout the United States, on this mo- 
mentous subject. While some of the Grand Lodges have such Institutions al- 
ready, M in the full tide of successful experiment,” others are actively and anx- 
iously devising ways and means for the speedy establishment of similar Institu- 
tions; and even those so prostrated in a pecuniary point of view as to be unable 
at this time to take any immediate action for the accomplishment of this noble 
and philanthropic object; they are, nevertheless, sanguinely looking forward 
to the day as not far distant when they shall be able to engage in this praise- 
worthy and benevolent enterprise, and exhibit to their admiring and grateful 
countrymen, a practical illustration of those high and Aoble principles by which 
they profess to be governed, and on which their Order is founded. 

We desire to invite your attention, in the first place, to the proceedings of the 
National Convention which assembled in Baltimore in May last After the very 
interesting report made by the M. W. Gr. Master of this Rt Worshipful body to 
it, at the present session, on this subject, we have but little to say. So satisfacto- 
rily is it treated of there, that all necessity of our referring at any length to its 
proceedings, is entirely obviated. We beg leave, therefore, only to state that 
they have met with the general acquiescence and approval of the Gr. Lodges of 
this country. Many of the Gr. Lodges have embodied the minutes of their pro- 
ceedings in their annual reports, for the information of the various subordinate 
Lodges under their jurisdiction ; and your Committee recommend that the same 
course be pursued by this body, in order that all the subordinate Lodges under 
your jurisdiction may have the necessary information therein contained. 

In the fifth place, we invite your attention to the certificate system, as recom- 
mended by several Gr. Lodges in the U. S. and also by the late National Con- 
vention. Some of these Lodges make it indispensable to the admission of any 
visiting Brother from any other State, that he produce a Certificate, under the 
signature and seal of the Grand Lodge of the State in which lie resides ; and if 
he cannot produce such certificate as required by this regulation, admittance is 
peremptorily refused. Your Committee would therefore recommend to all Breth- 
ren in good standing, intending to leave the State, to procure from this Gr. Lodge 
a properly authenticated certificate of their membership, if they desire to be re- 
cognized in their Masonic relation by any Institution in such State that they may 
visit iu which this regulation may exist. Your Committee believe that too much 
circumspection cannot be exercised, in order to guard against the attempts of im- 
postors to gain admission into the legally constituted Lodges of our Fraternity. 
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Some of this unworthy class are almost always prowling about, seeking to evade 
the vigilance of Bretnren, or deceive the unsuspecting by their false representa- 
tions, and still more false pretensions to the character and fellowship of Masons. 
And regarding the Certificate system as a great safe-guard against the attempts 
of these unworthy creatures, the Committee earnestly recommend that it be 
adopted by the Gr. Lodge of N. C. Your Committee would also at the same 
time recommend to all the subordinate Lodges under the jurisdiction of this body, 
to require that every visiting Brother, who cannot be vouched for by some Brother 
present, to undergo an examination, before admitting him to the Lodge, notwith- 
standing he may be prepared to produce a genuine certificate ;* and thus assur- 
ance will be rendered doubly sure, and all attempts at imposition be rendered 
perfectly futile, and only recoil on the heads of those who may basely and dis- 
honorably resort to them. And these certificates will not only serve to protect 
the Institution against the effbrts of the unworthy, but will at the same time af- 
ford to the widows and orphans of deceased Brethren the strongest testimony of 
the truth and justice of their claims on the assistance and good offices of our 
Fraternity. 

The right; of a Brother to sit in the Gr. Lodge, as a delegate from any subordi- 
nate Lodge, unless he be at the time actually a member of good standing in some 
subordinate Lodge, claims our attention in the sixth place. This subject appears to 
have engaged the attention of some of our sister Gr. Lodges, and after investi- 
gating it carefully, they have decided that no Brother is entitled to a seat in the 
Gr. Lodge, who is not at the time a member of a subordinate Lodge. There are 
many reasons to urge in support of this decision, which will present themselves 
to your own minds at once. The only one which we think necessary to advert 
to is, that by it Masons will be induced to remain members of Lodges and not 
withdraw from them after they have gone through all the degrees. And thus 
the subordinate Lodges will continue to enjoy their influence and co-operation. 
Your Committee recommend and urge on you the expediency and advantage of 
adopting a similar regulation. The next call to your attention, in the seventh 
place, is the practice of receiving promissory notes, or due-bills, in payment of 
dues and fees to the subordinate Lodges. The Grand Master of New York, in an 
address delivered to the Gr. Lodge of that State, in 1843, imputes to this cause, 
the destruction of many Lodges. “ The chief cause of the destruction of many 
Lodges has been brought to light,” he says, “ by the discovery of large amounts 
of promissory notes in their chests, which had been received for fees and dues ; 
and when the money was required, the drawers found it more convenient and 
popular to renounce Masonry , than redeem their promises.” The G. M. of Ten- 
nessee, in an address delivered to the Gr. Lodge of that State on the 18th July, 
1843, says, that “ wherever such a practice prevails, it must, in time, result in mis- 
chief. The welfare of the Order will be consulted if the Grand Lodge will 
adopt a positive regulation forbidding such practices.” Your Committee would 
also add that this subject received the attention of the Grand Lodge of Mass^ 
and believing that many evils arose from the practice alluded to, prohibited it by 
the 11th section of 5th chap, of their By-Laws. And the Grand Lodge of Indi- 
ana, in May, 1842, unanimously adopted a resolution requiring their subordinate 
Lodges invariably to be paid in advance, in all cases except that of an officiating 
Clergyman. Many of the reports express in strong and decided terms their dis- 
approbation of the practice, and also of transacting business in any degree be- 
low that of Master Mason, unless such business is necessarily connected with the 
E. A. or F. C.’s degree. 

We claim your attention, in the eighth place, to the practice of the Grand Lodges 
of Europe and some of the Gr. Lodges of the United States, permitting the 
conferring of the Past Master’s degree by a Blue Lodge. Your Committee are 
of opinion that this is both right and proper ; and they recommend that the blue 

* There seems to be some misunderstanding in respect to the object of the Certificate. It is 
to be received only as collateral evidence of the Brother’s good standing, and is in no case 
to supersede the necessity of a rigid examination.— [E d. Mao. 
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Lodges under jurisdiction of your body be invested with like power at once. In the 
ninth and last place, we desire particularly to ask your attention to the established 
usage in England, and the Republic of Texas, of always having an Inner Guard 
at the door, in addition to the Tyler, or Outer Guard. Your Committee highly 
approve of this practice, believing that the interest and safety of the Craft require 
it, that its secrets and mysteries will be much more secure, if this regulation be 
adopted. In confirmation of this, your Committee would refer to the fact of a 
young lady having been concealed in a Lodge-room in England, while the cere- 
mony of conferring the 1st two degrees was performed ; being alarmed at what 
she saw, she glided noiselessly through the large hall, to the door, unperceived 
by any one ; and silently opening it, would have retired unperceived, if the Ty- 
ler, or Outer Guard had not arrested her in her hasty and terrified flight It is 
needless to remark that if an Inner Guard had been stationed at the door, detec- 
tion must have ensued as soon as she had emerged from her hiding place ; and 
your Committee think it not improbable that this remarkable circumstance, led to 
the erection of that office, and the appointment of that officer. They think it 
both a proper and a necessary one, and earnestly urge you to create a similar one. 

Your Committee sincerely regret that they have been able to perform the duty 
assigned them so imperfectly, from the necessity of speedy action on the subject. 
The Reports laid before them contain such a mass of highly valuable informa- 
tion, that it would have been a work of greater labor than their other duties and 
engagements would permit them to bestow upon it, in order to have gone more 
into detail than they have. And in view of the important and useful matter con- 
tained in those papers, they recommend that they be bound and preserved for the 
future use of this Grand Lodge. Your committee have the honor also* to recom- 
mend the following Resolutions : 

Resolved, That the address contained in the minutes of the Proceediiurs of the 
National Convention, held in Baltimore, in May last, be incorporated ana publish- 
ed with the Proceedings of the present Annual Communication of this Body, in 
order that the subordinate Lodges under its jurisdiction may be made acquainted 
with the valuable suggestions contained therein, and as far as practicable, carry 
their recommendations into effect. 

Resolved , That hereafter no person claiming to be a Delegate from any subor- 
dinate Lodge to the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of N. C., shall 
be recognized as such, or be entitled to a seat in the Grand Lodge as a member 
thereof, unless he shall produce a certificate of his appointment authenticated by 
the signatures of the Worshipful Master, and the Senior and Junior Wardens, 
and countersigned by the Secretary of the Lodge which he is appointed to re- 
present, and further attested by having the seal of said Lodge attached thereto. 

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of N. C. do insist upon all the Lodges work- 
ing under its jurisdiction, confining themselves to the transaction of all the busi- 
ness of their respective Lodges in the Master Mason’s Degree ; except such as 
necessarily and exclusively relates to the Entered Apprentice’s and Fellow-Craft’s 
Degree, and Lecturing upon the same ; and this practice be in no case deviated 
from. 

Adopted : 

Resolved, That all the subordinate Lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Lodge be, and they are hereby expressly and positively required to receive all 
fees for conferring degrees in their respective Lodges invariably in advance; 
and in no case to confer a Degree unless the regular fee be so paid in. 

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge do appoint, and all the subordinate Lodges 
likewise be required to appoint, an Inner Guard, to be stationed at the door wwdn 
the Lodge, to prevent entrance or departure of any one without the consent and 
permission of the Master thereof. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

Thos. S. Clark, 
Wesley Hollister, 

A. S. Mooring. 

Committee. 
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GRAND LODGE OP MICHIGAN. 
We are gratified to learn that the difficulties 
in respect to the organization of a Grand 
Lodge by our Brethren in Michigan, have 
terminated in a manner which will be accept- 
able to the Fraternity throughout the coun- 
try. The present organization is to he dis- 
banded, and Charters are to issue from the 
Grand Lodge of New York, for the requisite 
number or subordinate Lodges to enable 
them to form a Grand Lodge on correct Ma- 
sonic principles. We shall probably he able 
to give the particulars in our next. 

UrOur excellent agent at Demopolis is 
informed that we can furnish complete sets 
of the present volume, but cannot vary from 
the terms. His views are correct in this re- 
spect. Our Br. will find ap answer to his 
question in reference to the particular quali- 
fication of a Master of a Lodge, to which he 
calls our attention, in the Magazine, Vol. II, 
page 226. 

OChWe should be happy to oblige our cor- 
respondent at Fort Madison, Iowa, could we 
do it consistently with our views of proprie- 
ty. Whatever may have been his intentions 
in writing it, his article would be construed 
as designed for political effect. 

Expulsion. — We are officially notified, 
that Thomas W. Rankhouse, was expelled 
by Perguimus Lodge, at Hertford, N. C., on 
the 12th May last, from all the rights and 
privileges of Masonry, for gross unmasonic 
conduct. 

I^rThe gold chain, ring of profession, &c. 
worn by his late R. H. the Duke of Sussex, 
as Grand Master of the Order of the Tern- 
pie, are now the property of Admiral Sir Da- 
vid Milne, G. C. B., Grand Master of (he 
Temple, in Scotland. 

(CTWe forwarded on the 1st June, a box 
toonrageutat Toronto, Canada, via Alba- 
ny, as per order. 

IjTW. Br. R. Clarke, M. D. is an author- 
ised agent for the Magazine, at Uniontown, 
Ala. 


HIT CHAT. 

Q70ur readers may think the present 
number of the Magazine somewhat deficient 
in the usual variety, but we believe they will 
find in it articles of more than usual inter- 
est and importance. Among them are origi- 
nal translations from the Danish and German. 
The first is an address delivered at Copenha- 
gen, in Denmark, and though it possesses no 
extraordinary merit, it will be rd&d with in- 
terest, as indicating the Masonic sentiments 
of our Danish Brethren. The second is in 
relation to the proposed union of the two 
Grand Masonic bodies at Paris. 

|3rOur Brother of the Maysville Mirror 
is informed, that the remittance which he 
sometime since notified us he had made, 
through the Past Master of his place, has 
never come to hand. He is also informed 
that his request was complied with, and the 
package sent as directed. 

0O“The 24th nit. was celebrated at To- 
ronto, Canada, and Mount Vernon, Ohio. 
The day was also celebrated at Grafton, in 
this State, Warren, R. I., Portland, Me., 
and in other parts of the country. 

»A very competent foreign Brother is 
about to open a School in this city, for class- 
es in the German, French, and other langua- 
ges, living and dead. We shall be happy to 
furnish all necessary information to any of 
our Brethren who would like to join either 
of the classes. The Brother referred to is 
deserving, and needs employment. 

J3*0ur agent at Memphis, is informed 
that the order referred to in his note of the 
29th May, never came to hand, or it would 
have received immediate attention. 

We are again under the necessity of de- 
ferring until our next, a variety of articles 
promised in the present number, including 
sundry lists of officers. 

»We will thank all our delinquent 
agents, for an early settlement of their ac- 
counts. A little attention of this matter 
would save us a deal of trouble. 
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THE PERSECUTIONS OF FREEMASONS. 

t 

In reviewing the history of our Fraternity, we, shudder at the persecutions 
which our Brethren in different parts of the world, and at different periods, have 
received. Like the early Christians, they have been forced to seek shelter in 
caverns, and assemble in the solitude of night, to cultivate the duties of charity, 
morality, and brotherly love ! 

An eloquent Brother has said, that the bigot is opposed to Freemasonry, inas- 
much as it teaches liberal doctrines. It teaches the right to discuss principles 
and examine dogmas; to search into divine as well as human things ; and to look 
after Truth, with reverence for Religion, and in the hope of a happy futurity. 
The tyrant is opposed to Masonry, because it holds as a first principle, that all 
men are equal in the £ight of God. The superstitious are opposed to Masonry, 
because free inquiry and ratiocination are fatal to the long train of spectres in their 
service : They wish to revel unmolested with the demons of their own crea- 
ting. And the bad are opposed toJMasonry, because it imposes new restraints on 
those who are inclined to abjure rectitude. 

If then Freemasonry inculcates an enlarged benevolence, that clashes with 
the prejudices of bigots ; the oppressions of tyrants ; the follies of the supersti- 
tious, and the criminal desires of the bad, ought we to be surprised that it has 
had, in every age, its inveterate persecutors ? 

No ! The spirit that has constantly pursued Freemasonry, is the same in char- 
acter as that which prepared the poisoned bowl for Phocion ; that bound Rid- 
ley, and Rogers, and Latimer to the stake ; that erected the Inquisition and in- 
vented the rack; that murdered the Huguenots at St. Bartholomew’s; butchered 
the Catholics in Ireland, and hung the Quakers in America. In fine, it is the 
same fell spirit,— be it said reverently, — which crucified that Universal Saviour, 
who made his advent on earth, not to die as a philosopher, like that precocious 
Christian, Socrates, but as was said by the most eloquent of modern infidels, — 
like a God ! 

In the year 1425, the English Parliament attempted the suppression of the 
Masonic Lodges, by passing a law entitled “ An act to abolish the Societies of 
Masons, and to hinder under grievous penalties the holding Chapters, Lodges, or 
other regular assemblies.”* This act was never put in force, nor were the Frater- 
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nity deterred from assembling as usual, under Archbishop Chicheley, then Grand 
Master.* On the contrary, several new Lodges were formed in different parts of 
the kingdom ; and we hear no more of any attempt to disturb the Masons in Eng- 
land, until the accession of Queen Elizabeth ; in reference to whom the follow- 
ing circumstance is recorded: — “Hearing that the Masons were in the posses- 
sion of some secrets which they would not reveal, and being jealous of all secret 
assemblies, she sent an armed force to York, with intent to break up their annual 
Grand Lodge. This design, however, was happily frustrated by the interposi- 
tion of Sir Thomas Sackville, who took care to initiate some of the chief offi- 
cers which she had sent on this duty. They joined in communication with the 
Masons, and made so favorable a report to the Queen on their return, “ that she 
countermanded her order, and never afterwards attempted to disturb the meet- 
ings of the Fraternity.” These are the only instances on record in which Ma- 
sonry has ever excited the jealousy, or in any manner been molested by the civil 
authorities of England. And it is worthy of remark, that, at a time when Ma- 
sonry was extinct in every other kingdom in Europe, it flourished in the land, 
and was sustained by the friends of Anglo-Saxon liberty. 


♦This law was enacted by the celebrated l Bat Parliament ,’ during the minority of Henry 
VI. The Duke of Bedford was at the time Regent of the kingdom ; bnt being in France, 
the regal power was vested in his brother Humphrey. The care of the young king’s person 
and education was entrusted to Henry Beaufort, Bishop of Winchester, better known as Car- 
dinal Beaufort, the duke’s uncle, and grand uncle to the king. The bishop was a prelate of 
great capacity and experience, but of an intriguing and dangerous character. Aspiring to 
the sole government of the public affairs, he and his followers were necessarily involved in 
continual disputes with his nephew the Protector; who being a Mason, and warmly attach- 
ed to the Fraternity, most probably interested them in his opposition to the disloyalty and 
intrigues of his profligate uncle. But however this may have been, the known fact that the 
duke was a member of an association which the jealous prelate had conceived to be inimical 
to his designs, was, to him, a sufficient reason why he should employ his influence to break 
up their assemblies. To this end, he procured the enactment of the law here referred to. 
But, as observed in the text, it was never put in force. On the contrary, the duke, knowing 
the Masons to be innocent of the accusations alleged against them, took them under his pro- 
tection, and transferred the charge of rebellion, sedition, and treason, to the bishop and his 
followers ; who, he asserted, were violators of the public peace, and rigorous promoters of 
civil discord. In order to avert the consequences which must inevitably have followed the 
successful prosecution of this charge, the crafty churchman prevailed on the king, through 
the intercession of Parliament— which his wealth and influence had corrupted,— to grant 
letters of pardon for all offences committed by him contrary to the statute of pro visors, and 
other acts of praemunire. He thus escaped the punishment due to his crimes. The Ma- 
sons, however, were not again molested by him or his friends ; — and the bishop'8 law re- 
mains only as a monument to perpetuate his own infamy., The king himself was subse- 
quently initiated into the Order (1442); — on which occasion the dnke of Gloucester was 
present and assisted in the ceremonies. The latter was afterwards 

‘ k traitorously murder’d 

By Suffolk and the Cardinal Beaufort’s means.” 

Shakspeare, after giving a horrible picture of despair, and a tortured conscience, in the 
person of the Cardinal, introduces King Henry to him with these sharp and piercing words; 

“ Lord Cardinal, if thou think’st on heaven’s bliss, 

Lift up thy hand, make signal of that hope. — 

He dies and makes no sign. * * * 

/for.— So bad a death argues a monstrous life .”— Henry VI. Act 9. 
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In 1796, the Masonic Institution was brought under the notice of the British 
Parliament, in considering a bill for the suppression of secret societies. A mo- 
tion was made in the House of Lords to except the ancient society of Free and 
Accepted Masons from the operation of the law. This motion underwent a tho- 
rough discussion, and called forth a most triumphant vindication of the Order, 
together with an eloquent eulogium on it, from Bishop Hoadlet, the giant of the 
Church, as he was called, and still more eminently distinguished as the most 
competent antagonist that England could furnish to the profound and accom- 
plished Priestley. 

After demonstrating the injustice of associating Freemasonry with those polit- 
ical clubs, which it was the intention of Parliament to suppress, he concluded 
his speech with an invocation to the spirit of Truth, and with eyes intent on the 
imagined presence of the Being he bad invoked, and with his robes turned back, 
as if to court her searching gaze, he uttered his solemn convictions — the result 
of long personal experience,— of the entire purity, the religious tendency, and 
the moral and social advantages of genuine Masonry. The amendment was 
adopted and the bill passed with great unanimity. 

During the dark ages, the Church of Rome conferred on the Fraternity the 
most important privileges ; and allowed them to be governed by laws, customs, 
and ceremonies, peculiar to themselves. Wherever the Catholic religion was 
taught, the meetings of Freemasons were sanctioned. But this unwonted clem- 
ency was of short duration. The Masons were fostered by the Pope and Bish- 
ops so long only as they could be advantageously employed in the erection of 
splendid churches, monasteries, and cathedrals. The Holy Mother Church, 
though she detested the principles of Freemasonry, did not deem it derogatory 
to her piety, hypocritically, to patronize its members, under the pretence of toler- 
ation, so long as they could minister to her vanity and ambition. Consequently, 
when the Masons had become more numerous, and the demand for religious 
structures was less urgent, we find her, not only depriving the Fraternity of those 
privileges which she had voluntarily conferred, but pursuing, with fiendish intol- 
erance, the very men to whom she was indebted for much of her ecclesiastical 
grandeur. Her treacherous intercourse with the Fraternity had taught her that 
their liberal doctrines were dangerous to the debasing policy of the Popedom, — 
tending to enlighten the human mind, and dispel the mists of superstition. From 
that time forward to the present, she has been the steady and crafty enemy of 
our Institution ; and her ecclesiastical thunders, and inquisitorial tortures, have 
been in turn employed for its annihilation. 

In 1735, Freemasonry experienced a series of persecutions, originating in the 
jealousies of a few ruling despots, and the deep-rooted superstition and enmity 
of a few Catholic priests. They commenced in Holland. The States General 
took alarm at the rapid increase of the Lodges, one or more of which was held in 
every town in the Republic ; and as they could not believe that architecture, and 
the cultivation of the Bocial principle, were their only objects, they determined 
to suppress them. An edict was accordingly issued stating, that, though the 
government had discovered nothing in the practices of the Fraternity, either in- 
jurious to the interests of the Republic, or contrary to this character of good citi- 
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sens ; yet, in order to prevent any evil consequences that might arise from each 
associations, they deemed it prudent to abolish them ! 

Notwithstanding this prohibition, a respectable Lodge continued to hold its 
convocations privately, at Amsterdam. Intelligence of this was communicated 
to the magistrates, who arrested all the members and brought them before a 
Court of Justice. Before this tribunal, in presence of all the magistrates of the 
city, the Master and Wardens boldly defended themselves, and declared upon 
oath, that they were loyal subjects, faithful to their religion and zealous for the 
interests of their country ; that Freemasonry was an Institution venerable in it- 
self, and useful to society ; that, though they could not reveal the secrets and 
ceremonies of their Order, they assured them that they were contrary neither to 
the laws. of God nor man ; and that they would willingly admit into the Frater- 
nity any individual in whom the magistrates could confide, and from whom they 
might receive such information as would satisfy a reasonable mind. In conse- 
quence of these declarations, the Brethren were dismissed, and the Town Secre- 
tary requested to become a member. After Initiation, he gave such a favorable 
account to the Court of Justice, of the principles and practices of the Society, 
that all the magistrates joined the Order, and became zealous patrons of Freema- 
sonry ! # 

After Freemasonry bad thus honorably triumphed over its persecutors in Hol- 
land, it had to contend, in France, against prejudices equally inveterate. Al- 
though many persons of distinction defended the Fraternity, and expostulated 
with the Court on the impropriety of severe measures, their assemblies were pro- 
hibited in 1737, under the common pretence that, beneath their inviolable secre- 
cy, they might cover some dreadful design, hostile to religion and dangerous to 
the kingdom. But when these ebullitions of party spirit and private malice had 
subsided, the Fraternity in France recovered their fonner prosperity and splen- 
dor. 

In Germany, too, the tranquility of the Order was disturbed by a cause ema- 
nating from a source to which the Brotherhood have seldom looked in vain for 
encouragement and support It has been somewhat ungallantly said that the 
female sex are proverbial for their curiosity. Whether this be true in respect to 
our own fair countrywomen or otherwise, the remark is not altogether inapplica- 
ble to the ladies attached to the Court of the Empress Queen, Maria Theresa. 
They became curiouB to discover the secrets of Freemasonry. To this end they 
were at first content to try the efficiency of those means which the ladies of all 
countries know so well how to use upon their husbands and admirers. Failing 
in the attainment of their object by this mode, they directed their efforts to 
another quarter, and succeeded in persuading the Empress Queen to adopt mea- 
sures for the suppression of all the Lodges in tire city of Vienna. Their object 
was frustrated, however, by the intervention of the Emperor Joseph, who, being 
himself a Mason, declared his readiness to answer for their conduct The la- 
dies, it is to be hoped, were satisfied with such security. 

In 1738, the spirit of persecution reached the ecclesiastical States of Italy. In 
the early part of that year, a formidable Bull was thundered from the Vatican, 
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not only against Freemasons themselves, but against all who favored their 
cause,— all who were in any manner connected with a set of men, who, in the 
opinion of his Holiness, were hostile to the public tranquility, and to the inter- 
ests of immortal souls. In this Bull no particular charge, either of a moral or 
political nature, was brought against any individual of the Order. It was a ge- 
neral denunciation, alleging that the Fraternity had spread far and wide, and 
were daily increasing ; that they admitted men of every religion into their socie- 
ty; and that they bound their members by oaths to conceal their mysteries in 
inviolable secrecy. 

This Bull was followed, the succeeding year, by an edict not less intolerant 
in its sentiments, and still more severe in its enactments. The servitude of the 
galleys, the tortures of the rack, and a fine of a thousand crowns in gold, were 
threatened to persons of every description who should presume to breathe the 
heretical air of. a Masonic Lodge ! This again wa9 succeeded by one of those 
absurd decrees for which his Holiness has become proverbial, condemning a 
French book, entitled an “ Apology for the Society of Freemasons,” and order- 
ing it to be burned, by the Ministers of Justice, in one of the most frequented 
streets of Rome ; sagely concluding that, in thus purloining a grain from the 
magazine, the explosion would be rendered harmless ! 

In 1740, the Catholic clergy in Holland, attempted to enforce obedience to the 
commands of their superiors. Availing themselves of the privileges of their 
clerical station, they excluded from the holy sacrament all applicants from whom, 
by craft and threats, they were able to extort a confession of Freemasonry. 
This state of things was not of long continuance. The States General interpo- 
sed and restrained those minions of papal tyranny, within the proper sphere of 
their duty. 

It was this spirit of Popish persecution, that compelled the Masons of Germa- 
ny to change the name, and, in some measure, the character of their Institution — 
that called forth a most unaccountable edict from the Council of Berne in Swit- 
zerland — that brought the venerable Molay and his valiant Templars to an ignomi- 
nious death, — “ whose flesh was lacerated on the rack, and whose bones were dis- 
jointed and broken on the wheel:” — This was the spirit that subjected Crudeli to the 
horrors and cruelties of the Inquisition — that sentenced Monton and Coustos to 
walk in the appalling procession of the Jhtio de Ft — that, in Spain, as recently 
as the year 1829, hung Lieut. Col. Galvez, and consigned one of his country- 
men to the galleys for life — a doom more dreadful than death. 

In reviewing the various forms of persecution and trial to which our Brethren 
have been exposed, at the hands of the powerful and wicked, in various parts of 
the world, we cannot forbear to observe how completely guiltiest the Institution 
has ever appeared, notwithstanding the artful and powerful means which have 
been used to demonstrate its iniquity. The proceedings against it have always 
been instituted on euspicum, and have always remained unauthorized by any 
proof of evil , either done or contemplated. The charge preferred against it in 
1738— that Masons have secrets which they will not expose to the public curios- 
ity, — represents, in terms, the universal pretence for Masonic persecutions, in 
whatever country or period they have taken place, — from the Bull of his Holi- 
ness, the Pope, to its contemptible imitations in the<fonn of addresses# appeals, 
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and denunciations of Antimasonic governors, senators and gossips, in our own 
day. The burden of delinquency is the same, — an appeal to the jealousy and 
timidity of others, by the ambition and intolerance of those by whom it is made. 

And it is worthy of remark, that, while the opposition to Freemasonry in Eu- 
rope, was, in every instance, induced by its alleged hostility to the existing civil 
and religious institutions — which were respectively despotic and intolerant in the 
extreme, — we are assailed in our own country, on the pretence that it is subver- 
sive of Republican Institutions, and dangerous to religious freedom 1 In Europe, 
the Institution is to be destroyed, because it is dangerous to tyranny : In Ame- 
rica, its members are to be denied the common charities of life, because it is hos- 
tile to freedom ! 

Freemasonry has experienced two periods of persecution in America ; which, 
although not so cruel and tragical as it has encountered in other countries, — 
where the malevolence of its enemies could employ the arm of secular and eccle- 
siastical power, and the denunciations of the politician and the priest were fol- 
lowed by sword and torture, — have nevertheless brought much undeserved odium 
upon its disciples. 

The first took place about the year 1798, when the specious writings of Zim- 
merman, Barruel, and Robison, directed against Freemasonry, in consequence 
of its alleged connexion with the Illuminati of Germany, and the Jacobin Clubs 
of France — the former being secret schools of Infidelity, and the latter of revo- 
lutionary politics, — had excited considerable suspicion respecting the real ob- 
jects and doings of the Institution. Availing himself of the suspicions of a por- 
tion of the public, in which he affected strongly to participate, the late Rev. Dr. 
Jedediah Morse, of Charlestown— -a clergyman of considerable popularity and ad- 
dress, — countenanced the slanders of the foreign alarmists, and, by the help of 
some other agitators, succeeded in raising an excitement against a peaceful So- 
ciety, whose members were as deeply interested in the maintenance of religion 
and good government, as any of their fellow citizens. 

But this movement was too strongly tinctured with the selfish spirit of priest- 
craft, to be successful. The least critical eye could discern in it the same im- 
pulse which actuated the profligate Beaufort, Bishop of Winchester, in his per- 
secution of the Masons during the minority of Henry VI. ; — for the Catholic 
Church is by no means alone in having arrogant and jealous priests, who can 
brook no interference in their assumed exclusive direction of the religion and 
morals of the community ; and are prone to hate and calumniate any Institution, 
which, like Freemasonry, utters and acts a perpetual rebuke to their spiritual 
usurpation. 

The celebrated Rev. Dr. Bentley, of Salem, engaged in this controversy, 
and defended the Institution, of which he was an eminent member, with great 
learning and earnestness, in several Masonic discourses which were published, 
and in some letters addressed directly to its leading adversary. He further ren- 
dered a great service to the cause of truth and peace, by translating and pub- 
lishing a series of letters, written by a learned German gentleman by the name 
of Ebeling. They contained an impartial and instructive examination of the 
question ; and the conclusions to which their author arrived— exonerating the 
Lodges entirely from any participation in th& disorganizing assemblies, which it 
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had been pretended were Masonic — contributed not a little to quiet the appre- 
hensions that had taken possession of some honest minds, in consequence of the 
misrepresentations of bigoted or interested men. 

One of the ablest vindications of our Order, which appeared at this time, is to 
be found in a Masonic Oration, pronounced before St. Peter’s Lodge, in Newbu- 
ry port, on St. John the Baptist’s day in 1798, by our learned Brother, Charles 
Jackson, formerly one of the Justices of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts ; 
and we cannot forbear to quote a few sentences from his eloquent and searching 
remarks on the artful essay of Professor Robison. “But it is further argued by 
the same author,” says he, “ that although our society is pure in itself, and inno- 
cent of all these corruptions j yet, from the secrecy of its proceedings and the 
perfect freedom of speech which it indulges, it may become the cloak of conspi- 
racy and the asylum of atheism — that we ought therefore voluntarily to sacrifice 
it to the peace and security of the State. And is it then believed that by abol- 
ishing our meetings, we should leave no retreat to the spirit of disorganization 
and infidelity ? And do we not find, in the scenes developed by this author, that 
the same men could assume a thousand various fbrms ; and were equally dange- 
rous under many other names, as while they observed the sacred title of Freema- 
sons ? The secrecy and freedom of our meetings may be an object of terror to 
many governments in Europe — but never can excite nor indulge a greater ardor 
for liberty than already warms every American bosom. The levelling system ob- 
jected to us, may check the intemperance of pride, but can never exceed that 
political equality which is every day enjoyed by the citizens of this happy coun- 
try.” 

Our second season of persecution is of recent date, and its origin, measures, and 
agents, are not sufficiently interesting to tempt us to any avoidable consideration 
of them. 


RIGHTS OF JURISDICTION — “A QUERY.” 

An individual makes application for membership to some Brethren of a Lodge 
in Georgia, but there being some stains on his character at the time, he is re- 
quested to wait till he may be free from these spots. But in the meantime, he 
goes on to New York, where he remains a few weeks or months, and during that 
time joins the Lodge in that States, take the degrees and then returns again to 
Georgia. Ought the Lodge in Georgia to recognize this man as a worthy 
Brother, and permit him to enjoy the benefits of the Fraternity ? 

Will our enlightened Brother of the “Freemasons’ Magazine,” please answer 
the above query ?” — [Masonic Signal, Madison, Geo . 

answer . 

The receiving of the individual in question, by the Lodge in New 
York, was in violation of the rights of jurisdiction, and is a proper subject 
for the action of the Grand Lodge of Georgia. It was a wrong, which we 
doubt not would receive attention front the Grand Lodge of New 
York, on a proper representation of the facts in the case. 

We do not understand that the person alluded to, was actually propo- 
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sed for admission to any Lodge in Georgia, but that he made the request 
of some member to be proposed, and was persuaded to delay his applica- 
tion. If this be the state of the case, then the Lodges in Georgia are 
bound to receive him as a Brother in good standing, or to prefer charges 
against him and formally suspend or expel him. He is a Brother, and, 
until cause be shown to the contrary, is to be recognized as such. That 
his receiving the Degrees in New York, was a violation of a principle of 
jurisdiction, recognized by the Grand Lodges of the United States, does 
not disqualify him as a Mason ; because he is presumed to have been 
ignorant of the existence of such a regulation. But even if he had been 
aware of its existence, he is not to be held responsible for its violation. 
The responsibility was assumed by and rests with the Lodge which ad- 
mitted him. It is not more a legal than a Masonic maxim, that every 
man is presumed to be innocent until the contrary is proved. 

There are two other points of view in which the case may be consid- 
ered, and as we may not fully understand the terms of the M query,” it 
may be proper briefly to state them. It may be asked, how the question 
would stand if the application had been laid before the Lodge, and there 
being some stains” found on the character of the petitioner, he was, through 
an unwillingness on the part of the Brethren to reject him, permitted or 
desired to withdraw his petition ? This would be an irregular proceed- 
ing, though it is one which, we regret to say, is frequently practised by 
the Lodges. It would not, however, change the state of the case. There 
having been no definite action on the petition, the petitioner would stand 
precisely as before he made his application, and at liberty to apply to 
any other Lodge for initiation. The Lodge to which he should apply 
would be under no other than the* ordinary restrictions. 

If, on the other hand, his petition was acted upon and rejected by the 
Lodge, and that rejection was certified up to the Grand Lodge, he is, in our 
judgment, to be regarded as having obtained his initiation in a clandes- 
tine manner, and may properly be rejected by the Lodges in Georgia. 

We of course take it for granted that the individual is a resident of 
Georgia, and that he was on a visit to New York when admitted to Ma- 
sonry. 

The case here stated shows the necessity of a strict adherence on the 
part of the subordinate Lodges to the rights of jurisdiction. The genera! 
rule is, that the application for admission shall be made to the Lodge in 
or nearest the residence of the applicant . This is not only just, but is 
the safest course. 
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THE TRESTLE. BOARD. 

Boston , July 4, 1844. 

R. W. Brother and Sir, 

Since my arrival in this city 1 , a few days since, I have, for the first time, had 
an opportunity of examining “ The Masonic Trestle-Board,” as published by 
yourself and Brother Carnegy, under sanction of the late Baltimore Masonic Con- 
vention. Permit me to congratulate you on the excellence of your performance 
as far as it goes ; I could have wished however it had gone farther and embraced 
the whole of Ancient Freemasonry, and entered more into detail. 

All intelligent Masons admit that Freemasonry was first introduced into this 
country, among the Anglo-Americans, from England. If such be the case, 
whence arises the difference which now exists in the Lectures and manner of 
Work between the Lodges of the two countries ? No man, or set of men, can 
delegate or possess, under our Constitutions, the power to make innovations of any 
kind. Yet innovation or change has taken place to a far greater extent than 
most Masons are aware. The change doubtless has been gradually going on 
for many years, until we at present behold a considerable difference between 
their lectures and our lectures, and in the forms and ceremonies of opening and 
closing the Lodges, and in the Work therein. Think not, R. W. Brother, that I 
am actuated in these remarks, by the love of finding fault I assure you on the 
honor of a Brother Masou, such is not the fact ; — I feel that I am influenced only 
by a sincere desire to promote the prosperity of the Institution, restore the an- 
cient landmarks, and advance the true glory of Freemasonry. I myself am a 
Texian Mason, which, in reality, is, in every respect, except in name, -the same as 
an American Mason. In 1842, 1 was appointed by the M. W. the Grand Lodge of 
Texas, Special Masonic Delegate to the several Grand Lodges of America and 
Europe. In that capacity I visited the M. W. Grand Lodge of England. At an 
interview had subsequently with his R. H. the Duke of Sussex, the late illustrious 
and much lamented M. W. Grand Master of Freemasons in that kingdom, an 
excellent opportunity was afforded me to compare arid note the difference be- 
tween the lectures of the two hemispheres. I would here remark that it is much 
to be regretted that the several Grand Masters in America do not take the same 
interest in our Institution, and make themselves as intimate with the lectures of 
the several Degrees, the principles of the Order, and the minutia of the Lodge- 
work, as the late Duke of Sussex did. The English Lodges of Instruction are 
worthy of imitation, and the “ Inner Guard,” who has for some unknown cause 
been ejected from our Lodges, should be reinstated. The plan there pursued, of 
distinguishing the three first Degrees by rosettes on their aprons — all the aprons 
in the separate Degrees being uniform — and adapting the clothing worn, to the 
grade, in which it is worn, is the ancient custom and far more appropriate than 
our plan of intermingling all varieties of forms and colors in the same Lodge. 
The Knight Templar in a Lodge of Entered Apprentices, is, to all intents and 
purposes, for the time being, only to be regarded as an Entered Apprentice, and 
should be clothed accordingly. But this is digression from the subject under 
consideration, although, it may, perhaps, serve to illustrate the position I have 
assumed ; — namely, the necessity of entering more fully into detail in our text 
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books, if we desire to obtain uniformity and prevent innovation. The French 
and English text-books enter more minutely into explanations than American. 
I have never heard of any injury resulting therefrom, but have seen the benefit in 
the uniformity of their work, compared with our own. The memory of man i* 
treacherous and should not be overloaded or much depended upon. All changes 
in orthography and in political forms of government, in religion and in philoso- 
phy, are the work of ages for the human mind is timid and opposed to violent 
extreme changes ; although from a spirit of emulation, and a desire to improve, it 
is continually lending itself to promote those changes. And thus too is it in 
Masonry. Had not our ancient charges been collected, written, and placed in 
the hands of the Brethren, can any Brother doubt but that they would have been* 
as our Work and Lecturers are, different from the English ritual. Some of our 
members would have altered — as they thought, improved — the phraseology ; thus 
opening the door for other innovations ; and thus, too, in time, the spirit of 
change* often miscalled “ the march of intellect,” having first encroached upon, 
would finally remove our ancient landmarks. ' Look at all tradition, and thus will 
you find it has become mystified. Had our text-books explained to the world 
the sublime moral lessons illustrated and inculcated by our emblems and exem- 
plified our principles,—- in fine, had the whole of the Masonic Trestle-Board been 
published and explained to the world, Antimasonry could never have attained 
an ascendency in this country. Our principles are pure, and the moral lessons 
attached to each and all of our emblems are noble and praiseworthy ! Wherefore 
then should we fear to proclaim them, and even, if necessary, to court investiga- 
tion ? . 

I perceive in your orders of procession that no place is assigned for either the 
District Deputy Grand Masters, the Grand Lecturers, the Grand Standard 
Bearer or the Grand Pursuivant. Have you no such Grand Officers?* The 
Grand Lodge is not strictly in form, on public occasions, without its standard. 

I notice that you have copied from the English manuals some of their forms of 
prayers. This is one move towards retracing our steps. Though, when & Chap- 
lain or a free and concise extemporary speaker is present, I might prefer hearing 
an original address to the Throne of Grace, yet ordinarily, I am of opinion that' 
the impression made upon the mind of the Brethren would, generally speaking, 
be far increased, hy a large majority of the Masters of our Lodges adopting the 
invocation, (vide third prayer, page 13, Trestle-Board,) at the opening of their 
Lodges, and the prayer which follows next in rotation in your Work at the 
closing of the same, rather than attempting, as we oftentimes hear, the hesitating 
delivery of an extemporary one, or the bungling Heading of a more lengthy one. 
It is not a long prayer or exhortation, no matter how beautifnl the language or 


♦The officers named by our Brother are not, or have not, heretofore been, generally recogni- 
sed by the Grand Lodges in this country. But few of them appoint D. D. G. Masters, some of 
them have no G. Lecturers, while others have no G. Pursuivants. It has not, therefore, 
been usual to assign them places in the public processions, as laid down in any of onr 
Text-Books. We agree with our Brother, however, that they should all have places, 
which they might occupy if necessary. The error hi the plate (noticed in last paragraph,) 
was accidental, and has been corrected.— (Ed Mae. 
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how elegantly the sentiments be expressed, which makes the wonted impression, 
but eveiy thing depends on the manner of delivery. One Brother will frequently 
excite more sympathy, and more fully rivet the attention, and stamp a more in- 
delible impression upon the mind and memory, by the delivery of a single sen- 
tance, than another will in the labored harangue and exhortation of hours. 

I likewise notice, in examining your pictorial illustrations, that the engraver or 
draughtsman has misrepresented the last emblem on the first plate, and would 
suggest the correction of the error previous to the publication of a new edition. 
The Book of Constitutions should rest upon, and the two perpendicular parallel 
lines should touch, the circle. 

That your health may be long preserved, and your zeal in the cause of 
44 Truth” and “ Light” continue unabated, is the fervent prayer of 
Your Friend and Brother, 

Georoe B. Teulon, K. T. 

G. Lee. and P. G. Sec. of G.L. of Texas, and P.G. Sec. G. R. A. Chap, of Texas. 
To the R. W. Br. Charles W. Moore, Gsq. 

G. Sec. G. L. of Massachusetts. 


THE TRIPLE TAU. 

To the Editor of the Freemasons' Magazine , 

My dear Sir and Brother , — Should the following explanation of the “Triple 
Tau,” meet with your approval, you are at liberty to publish the same. I would 
remark that I have frequently met with R. A. Masous ignorant, not only of its 
signification, but even of its name.* 

The pj Triple Tau is a figure composed of five lines, or, as some explain it, 
three T crosses ; but I should rather incline to the opinion of three T squares ; 
such explanation better according with the other symbols of ancient Freema- 
sonry; and that it alluded, in part, to the three jewels of the three first Grand 
Masters. The square is the symbol of the ancient degrees of Masonry, and the 
cross of the knighthood degrees. Probably both refer symbolically to know- 
ledge, for what more appropriate emblem can we find to represent a Key , or cross, 
to the unlocking of those mysteries in which science was formerly veiled. 

Another explanation which is sometimes given is, that it means T* H., (Tern- 
plum Hierotolyma , or Temple of Jerusalem). Others again are to be found, who 
would interpret it as illustrating the mystical union of the Father and Son, — the 
letter H representing Jehovah, and the T the cross or Son. 

I am, however, still of opinion that the literal and moral meaning is the key to 
science, or the diving of the intellectual power into the physical mysteries, and 
to the concentration in the Royal Arch, of all Masonic knowledge. 


♦The Tau is not used in Royal Arch Masonry a* practised in the United States. It 
belongs to the English system, and is probably a legitimate emblem. It was regarded by 
the Egyptians as a sacred symbol, denoting power, and on particular occasions was used as 
a stef. Probably the original corresponded with the sceptre , crozier , baton , wand } Ac. It is 
sometimes called the cross potent,— at others, the bandied cross.— f Ed. Mao. 
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I shall be happy to see your views on this subject, as well as those of some of 
your learned correspondents. 

Before closing this letter, I will mention it as rather a curious coincident, that 
the .initial letters of the Knights Templars motto, “In hoc signo vineee,” (“I" 
iota, “H** Eta, “ S ” Sigma, and “U” Upsilon,) will compose fro word JESU, 
one of the names of our Saviour. 


LETTER FROM REV. ALBERT CASE. 

R.-. W.\ C. W. Moore, 

Dear Sir and Brother , — Having left Charleston, S. C., the scene of my late 
Masonic labors, with the intention of remaining at the North a few months, 1 
trust you will allow me to occupy a corner in the Magazine, in which to speak to 
the Brethren I have “ left behind me.” 

I have been associated with them “ through evil and good report,” — have seen 
the Fraternity in its low estate, and in its now prosperous and happy condition. I 
have labored with the intelligent Brothers there, for the promotion of Masonic 
Light and Knowledge in our midst, and for our moral and intellectual culture ; 
and 1 know full well that our labors have not been entirely in vain. Masonry 
has come up from her lethargic state and put on her beautiful garments — her 
course is onward — her voyage is prosperous. 

During several months that are past, I have not been able to work or attend 
Lodge meetings, and have had ample opportunity for judging how deeply the 
Brethren were imbued with the spirit of Brotherly Love, and a desire to comfort 
and relieve one brought low by a long and painful sickness. I found they were 
Brothers indeed — their attention was constant — their kindness unceasing — their 
watchings though wearisome, were frequent 

To Br. Fred. C. Barber, Past Grand Secretary, in particular, am I much in- 
debted for his attendance and care when I was “worn with sickness.” He 
proved himself an excellent nurse, and if he has no claims to the title of “sister 
of charity,” his kindnesB as a Brother is not surpassed. 

To the Brethren of the M. W. Grand Lodge — of Solomon’s Lodge, No. 1, — 
St Andrew’s Lodge, No. 10, — South Carolina Chapter, No. 1, — and Union Chap- 
ter, No. 3, for their labors of love, and the many tokens of their regard and 
esteem, I can never cease to be grateful. Truly Masonic was their treatment 
during my long sickness, nor did it cease at my convalesence. With joyous ex- 
pressions did they meet me, when with “form emaciate,” and with “measured 
step and slow,” I wandered forth to inhale the healthful breeze, and seek for grow- 
ing strength. 

Long may they live in the practice of Masonic virtues, and the enjoyment of 
all temporal and spiritual blessings. May the Light of Masonry and Religion 
illumine their pathway, and when their labors shall cease, may they be greeted 
with “ well done,” enter thou into the great spiritual Temple, and to the enjoy- 
ment of the divine refreshments. ALBERT CASE. 

Hartford, Conn*, June , 1844. 
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PRESENTATION OF A P. H. PRIEST’S JEWEL, 

TO K JR V • COMP. CASE, OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 

UNION CHAPTER NO. 3, CHARLESTON, S. C. 

At a regular meeting of Union Chapter No. 3, held at Masonic Hall, Charles- 
ton, Feby. 20, 1844, the following preamble and resolutions were unanimously 
adopted : — 

Whereas, a bright example of Masonic zeal, especially for Royal Arch Ma- 
sonry, has been shewn in the person of our excellent Companion Albert Case, 
Past High Priest, who having been mainly instrumental in the revival of thia 
Chapter, has, with a truly parental care, watched over its interests during its 
“ tender years,” having served as High Priest since its reorganisation in 1840, 
until he placed it in its present prosperous condition, in the bands of his succes- 
sor, the present incumbent Therefore be it 

Resolved, That as a token of our esteem and gratitude for the active and useful 
services of Companion Albert Case, Past High Priest , a suitable mark, or 
Past High Priest’s jewel, properly engraved, be procured and presented him in 
the name of this Chapter. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to carry the same into effect 
Extract from the Minutes. 

Samuel J. Hull, Secretary . 

In accordance with the above resolution, the committee procured a splendid 
Jewel qf Gold, It consists of the Square and Compasses , with a Mitre, suspended 
in the centre ; on the top of the Mitre is a cross, attached to the compasses by a 
link. It was beautifully engraved by Mr. Parasot, one of the first Artists of die 
day. The inscription on the Square and Compasses, is as follows : — 

PRESENTED 

By Union Royal Arch Chapter, No. 3, 

To Rev. Albert Case, P. H. P. 

5843. 

On one side of the Mitre is the Mark of & Mark Master, and on the other, the 
Key Stone, with the name of the Deity in Hebrew, in the centre. It was pre- 
sented to P. H. P. Case, on the evening of the third Tuesday in May, by M. E. 
Charles Clapp, H. Priest of the Chapter, who accompanied the presentation with 
an appropriate and feeling address, on behalf of the Chapter, and the thanks of 
himself and the members for the long and valuable services of Comp. Case, as 
their presiding officer, — to which the latter responded in his usual happy and in- 
structive manner. 

The scene was interesting and truly affecting, as Companion Case, who had 
raised the Chapter, and presided over it for three years, was then in feeble health 
and about to leave them for a season, in hope to regain his health in a Northern 
clime. He took the opportunity to advise them respecting their future Masonic 
course, expressing his desire for their welfare, and his confidence that the Chap- 
ter would continue prosperous and its members respected. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Courtkmd, Worth Mu, May 25th, 1844. 

Dear Brother, — I was pleased to see a notice in my last number, that there 
was a prospect of having the Magazine reprinted. The subject came before our 
Lodge at its last meeting, and on motion of the Secretary, it was voted, that the 
Secretary be instructed to procure the 1st and 2nd volumes of the Magazine as 
soon as reprinted — Bound in paper covers . You will also please send me the 
1st volume as soon as reprinted. I have the 2d and a part of the 3d, and when 
this year is through I wish for the 4th also. It is a valuable work, and every 
Lodge in the United States should have all the volumes to serve as a book of 
reference, as well as instruction. May God speed you in this work, and may the 
time soon come when Masons shall not live for the name alone, but for the prin- 
ciples of our beloved Order, — when the badge shall not be worn for outward show, 
— but as a token that the heart has been improved, and the affections elevated by 
the silent influence of the true spirit of Masonry. J. C. B. 


Demopolis , Marengo Co, JEa., May 14th, 1844. 

Companion Moore, — On the 11th instant I visited Union Lodge, No. 50, 
which assembles at Uniontown, Perry Co. Ala., or rather at Woodville, as the 
citizens would prefer to call it, but the Post Master General forbids, he being un- 
willing to change the established name of a P. O. for the sake of euphony. At 
some future time I may give you a description of the fertile “ canebrake? in the 
very heart of which this village is situated, for it would be very interesting to a 
citizen of New England. 

I found said Lodge in a very flourishing condition, with more work before them 
than they can finish in several weeks, and they now number over sixty members. 
I witnessed the conferring of two degrees, which was done in a masterly and 
impressive manner. Too much praise cannot be awarded to the officers for the 
care with which they guard against any deviation from the ancient landmarks . I 
have never seen Lodge business transacted with more regularity and despatch, 
or officers more firm in supporting their dignity, and at the same time careful to 
preserve peace and harmony. In fact the prosperity of the Lodge is in a great 
measure owing to their happy choice of officers. They are men who have pene- 
trated into the inmost recesses of the Temple, and who exemplify, by their lives, 
the beneficial effects of Masonic teaching. They ate temperate, prudent, and 
just. With such master-workmen, the work must be good and square. You will 
join with me, in wishing every temporal and spiritual blessing to the members of 
Union Lodge, and within the peaceful walls of their Masonic Hall, may their 
children’s children be taught to appreciate the blessed influences of Brotherly 
Love, Relief, and Truth. 

I have also the pleasure of informing you that Corap. Dr. R. Clarke has con- 
sented to act as Agent for your Magazine. He is W. M. of said Lodge, and will 
prove an efficient co-operator. His address is Uniontown, Perry Co., Ala. 

I forgot to mention that the Lodge unanimously resolved to subscribe for your 
Magazine, with instructions to have it filed for the information of the Brethren. 

F. S. Palmer, dgt. 


CORRESPONDENCE* 


303 


Pepperell, Mas*, June 24 th, 1844. 

Br. Moore, — I with pleasure inform you of the celebration of the anniver- 
sary of St John the Baptist, on Mount Lebanon Hill, in Pepperell. The day 
was fine, and every thing was conducted with order and closed in harmony. I 
was there alone-Mwershadowed by the armour of the Lord. 

1st Sentiment — The 24th of June — May it keep its pla<?e, and may the. rising 
generation support it. 

2d. The day we celebrate— Dedicated to the memory of St John the Baptist, 
ever revered and held sacred by all Masons throughout the globe, — May it be 
the happy privilege of Masons and friends to meet together and do honor to 
the memory of him who was sent to clear the way, and make straight the paths 
for the coming of our blessed Saviour, Jesits Christ. 

I then fired a heavy gun, and closed with a song. 

The Address. — Let us love one another. — If a Brother does wrong, let us tell 
him of his fault alone, and not expose him to the world. ' No Mason has any just 
claims to the privilege of giving laws to another. As Brothers, we enter upon 
all those moral and social relationships to each other, upon a level. A Brother 
then is not superior to a Brother ; nor is he to be esteemed as inferior ; each 
yielding some minor, though inherent rights, that he may be equally par- 
taker of the general good ; alike conscious of our natural ignorance, and impo- 
tency, and of the necessity of a faithful leader during our pilgrimage ' through 
life. The Mason has taken the word of God, as revealed in the sacred volume, 
as the rule of his faith and practice. He is taught to have faith in him who 
governs unnumbered systems of worlds, with order and regularity. Hope in im- 
mortality, and charity to all men. He is taught to work by the rule of honesty, 
and remember that he is travelling on the level of time to that undiscovered 
country, where friendship will be perfect, and love without alloy. The Mason 
will keep the commandments Love his neighbor as himself. He is taught to 
do unto others as he would they should do unto him. Let us practice these 
precepts, and then we shall fulfil the law of the Saviour. The Mason is taught 
to be full of solemn and deep thought, — to have his. mind clear and active in that 
knowledge which no man knoweth, saving him that receiveth it He never can 
be lonesome. — When every human being has left him, he has a friend with 
whom he can hold sweet converse. 

Your friend and brother, L. S. B. 

[Oar Brother, we doubt not, enjoyed himself finely, though we should have 
been happy to have seen him at Grafton, and regret that his engagements did 
not permit of his leaving home. We should like to have seen his procession! 
His audience could not have been otherwise tb&n pleased with his excellent ad- 
dress. We presume it is published agreeably to the unanimous vote of the 
company !] — Ed. 
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NATIVITY OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

CELEBRATION IN GRAFTON, MASS. 

This was one of the most gratifying celebrations it has been our happiness 
to attend. The day was fair and delightful, as tbe village in which the cere- 
monies took place was beautiful : — both were in harmony with the occasion. 
The number of Brethren assembled was not so large as it would have been 
had the celebration been determined on at an earlier day, and a more general 
notice given. It Was, nevertheless, larger than we anticipated it would be. 
There were probably about two hundred Masons, and a hundred ladies in the 
procession. Among the former were tbe officers of the Grand Lodge of the 
State, in full regalia, — tbe Worcester County Encampment, under the com- 
mand of Sir James Estabrook, — Sutton Royal Arch Chapter, and Olive 
Branch Lodge, of Sutton, — Morning Star Lodge, Worcester, — Middlesex 
Lodge, Framingham, and St. Andrew’s Lodge, Boston. The officers of the 
latter in their new and splendid regalia; There was also a large number of 
Brethren present who were not attached to either of the particular bodies 
named. The procession was well arranged and conducted with perfect order 
and propriety. Its appearance was all that the friends of the occasion could 
have desired; and so far as we c6uld learn, they were satisfied. It was 
formed at the Orthodox Meeting House, and; preceded by an excellent Band 
of Music, marched through the principal streets of the village to the Unitarian 
Church, where the exercises took place in the following order: — 1. Music by 
tbe Band ; 2. Anthem ; 3. Prayer, by Rev. Br. Goodwin, of Wilkinsonville ; 
4. Selections from Scripture ; 5. Ode, from Br. Power’s Melodies ; 6. Address, 
by Rev. Br. E. M. P. WellB ; 7. Ode, by Br. Power ; 8. Prayer, Rev. Br. J. 
O. Skinner, of Dudley; 9. Anthem; 10.' Benediction. 

The ceremonies were all of a high and interesting character. The address 
was appropriate, forcible and eloquent, and was listened to with profound atten- 
tion and interest by a crowded audience, including, we judge, a very considera- 
ble portion of the young ladies, and no inconsiderable share of the young 
gentlemen of the village. The occasion seemed to us more like a holy-day, 
in which everybody participated, than like an ordinary Masonic celebration. 
Even gentlemen without aprons found their Way to the dinner table, and for 
anything that we could discover to the contrary, they were as joyous and 
happy, and as much interested in what was going on around them, a is those 
who were distinguished by that ancient badge of Brotherhood. The Music 
was well selected, and we heard the Choir complimented by connoiseurs in 
such matters, as possessing superior talent and excellence. 

After the exercises at the Church were concluded, tbe procession was 
again formed, and marched through the easterly part of the village to the large 
Vestry of the Unitarian Church, where an excellent dinner was served up by 
Mr. Cheney, of the Grafton House, on strictly Temperance principles. W. 
Br. Woodbury, Master of Olive Branch Lodge, presided, assisted by Comp. 
Rawson, H. P. of Sutton Chapter, by tbe Master of Morning Star Lodge, and 
Sir James Estabrook, Commander of Wor. County Encampthent. Several 
speeches were made at the table, and a number of sentiments were drank, a 
part of which only we have been able to obtain. Among tbe speakers were 
Dr. Willard of Greenfield, Rev. Mr. Skinner of Dudley, Augustus Peabody, 
Charles W. Moore, and Thomas Power, Esqrs. of tbe Grand Lodge, Eben. 
Smith, Jr. Esq. of Roston, Rev. Mr. Wilson of Grafton, and Dr. Burn- 
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side of Canada. The regular toasts were announced by Col. Estabrook, as 
follows : — 

1. The day we cefehrate— Commemorative of him whose voice from the wilderness pro* 
claimed the coming of Him who taught Faith in God, — Hope in immortality, and Charity 
to all mankind. 

2. The Masonic Institution— Its foundation is Truth— its superstructure, t he triumph of 
Principle — its key-stone, love to God, love to Man. 

3. The duties Masonry inculcates— Oat duty to God, our duty to our neighbor, and our- 
selves. 

4. The Masonic Fraternity — a Band 
Of Brothers, hand in hand ; 

It will continue till the tie embrace 
A happy Nation, and the human race. 

6. The Mason’s Religion— Love;— His mode of worship— deeds of Charity 5— His offer- 
ing— a pure heart His altar— the Globe. 

6. The Freemasons f Monthly Magazine— Like the great luminary of nature, it radiates 
light in every direction. 

7. Faith , Hope , and Charity — Thh three cardinal virtues of Masonry. Faith directs us 
to put our trust in God,— Hope, in the hour of adversity, points us to the brighter day,— and 
Charity prompts us to forgive an erring Brother. 

8. The ‘Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts— In the evening of his days — 
may he see his honors in the works erected by the Craft, on his designs. 

9. Antimasonry— It has blown its blast, and purified Masonry by blowing out the chaff. 

10 . Our uninitiated friends who have joined us in this festival— May they soou be 
brought out of darkness into light, and hail as Brothers of the mystic tie. 

11. Edward T. Taytor— The great operative Mason of the day — Takes pebbles from the 
vast Ocean, and so applies the chisel, that they soon display all the beauties of the dia- 
mond. 

12. The Ladies— May they always have an equal interest in our Institution, and every 
Mason lake one m-to Lodge. 

Br. Peabody, being called upon for a sentiment, said, 

The orator has told us, that Freemasonry came from Jerusalem — and so it did, 
originally. But to us it came from England ; whence, also, came our religion, 
laws and literature, and almost every institution which we hold dear. From Eng- 
land, Freemasonry spread to Germany, the Peninsula, and other parts of Europe ; 
and to her ample colonies on the American continent, and the East and West 
Indies. In England, the Order has been preserved pure, firm and inflexible. I 
propose as a sentiment 

The Gband Lodge — and Brethren of Glorious Old England. 

W. Br. Alexander Burnside, M. D., of Toronto, Canada, responded to 
this sentiment, substantially, as follows : — 

Worshipful Master, — I feel myself highly honored at having the privilege of 
joining in the procession and other exercises of the day ; of being made wel- 
come at your hospitable board, and at the dignified manner in which the Grand 
Lodge of England has been specially noticed, ^hen the toast was given, I 
little expected it would devolve upon me to respond to it, confidently expecting 
that there were among this numerous and dignified assemblage of Masons, some 
one direct from England, who would undoubtedly have it in his power to do jus- 
tice to the subject, for which I feel myself so totally inadequate. 

I know but little of the Grand Lodge of England, further than that it is from 
that august body we derive, either directly or indirectly, our authority in Can- 
ada, to assemble and work as Masons — imitate them in discipline and bow to 
their decision, in all matters in which we are immediately concerned. Mason- 
ry, as history and Masonic tradition inform us, was introduced into England, from 
the East, where, after some difficulty, Lodges were established, into which none 
were admitted but the most eminent for learning and ingenuity. In this way, 
it spread rather slowly for sometime, until at length it embraced more generally 
the different classes or mankind, whose moral worth entitled them to confidence ; 
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and now it is not only prevalent in Great Britain, but in all her numerous 
provinces and territories abroad, — on some parts of which the sun never ceases to 
shine, there is Masonry to be found — there it stands firm against all the shafts of 
adversity, despotism, and oppression. And why ? Because it is supported and pro- 
tected by a power more than human. If any additional proof had been neces- 
sary to convince me of this, it is furnished me this day by what fell from the lips 
of your eloquent and powerful orator, in the account given of the revival of 
Masonry in and about Grafton. It is so exactly similar in circumstances, and in- 
stantaneous as to time, that one might suppose that there had been previous ar- 
rangements entered into by the Brethren on each side the Great Lakes ! The 
minds of a few worthy Brethren and Companions both here and there, received 
the impulse, that it was time for Masonry to arise and shine, for her light had 
come, and she should once more put on her beautiful garments. Brethren, what 
produced this ? It was no other than the same Spirit which, after the completion 
of the first Temple, when every one thought that Masonry must become extinct 
because it had arrived at the summit of perfection, and the Brethren were about 
to be dispersed throughout the Globe, that then suggested to the three grand 
. worthies, to found upon the rules of Operative, a system of Moral or Speculative 
Masonry, which might be handed down to the remotest ages, as a blessing to 
mankind. Resting on those imperishable pillars of virtue and truth, it will, no 
doubt, abide forever. Let us then, always adhere to its principles, and let no 
other emulation inspire us, but who best can work or best can live, and when 
we arrive at the outer door of the Sanctuary, may we, with our marks in full 
view, be able to give the true sign and token, and happy shall we be to hear that 
sonorous sound, in answer to our request to enter — Admit Him. 

The Rev. Br. J. O. Skinner, on being called upon* for a sentiment, Spake in 
substance as follows : — 

Worshipful Master, — At this late hour, after the company has been surfeited 
with the many good things that have been said and fitong, I feel reluctant to oc- 
cupy any more of your time than will suffice to acknowledge the kindness you 
have done me and the Lodge over which I have the honor and happiness to pre- 
side. 

Of Middlesex Lodge, Sir, I can speak with full confidence. It is one of 
the few Lodges, that in this section of country, lived through the late period of 
anti-Masonic vandalism, without ever suspending its regular meetings, or allow- 
ing the fire on its altar to go out Its records will show that the watch was 
always set, the Book always opened, the impressive and touching Ritual of our 
Order ever rehearsed, and its charities dispensed to the needy, though at times 
its strength lay in the unswerving devotion of the faithful few, who preferred 
“Jerusalem above their chief joy.” 

With the return of peace and general prosperity to the Order, our Lodge has 
revived and is now prosperous. Since my connection with it, a good number of 
young men of intelligence and moral worth, well educated, and able, therefore, 
to appreciate the pure and elevated principles of our loved Institution, have been 
admitted to its honors and privileges. And the sound of the various imple- 
ments of the Craftsmen, and the experience of the old, joined with the fresh 
enthusiasm of the younger workmen, give assurance that the Temple is growing 
to more perfect harmony, order and beauty. Our Lodge is strong in the truth, 
and moral purity of her aims and purposes, and in the truly Masonic fidelity of 
her members ; and she will stand as heretofore, “ unmoved, unshaken, unseduced, 
unterrified,” whatever portends may appear in earth or sky to trouble the weak- 
minded, or to tempt the hollow-hearted. For four years I have had the privilege 
of sharing in its peaceful meetings, and now that I have removed from its imme- 
diate vicinity into another county, I can most truly and fervently say, that there 
is not a spot in Middlesex County, except my father’s house, that is so dear to 
me, or so fondly looked back to, as Middlesex Lodge. 

I found peace, concord, and harmony there, when no where else. Within the 
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cuartned circle, the demon discord dared not intrude. At the sound of the mystic 
word he fled. At the recital of the initiatory vows, at the grasp of the friendly 
hand, at the waving of the spiritual wand of the genius of Freemasonry over 
the assembled workmen, worldly passions were hushed, and a hallowing influ- 
ence shed over all. 

In the generous, unreserved, unsuspicious confidence, which id the genuine 
spirit of the Masonic Institution, we find the true secret and source of social 
harmony and pure enjoyment. The quality of Masonic trust “ is not strained,” 
it is the genial sunshine and the gentle dew that awaken the latent sensibilities, 
the generous and pure sentiments of the soul, and repel, as by spontantaneous 
force, all base and grovelling feelings. But I must not enlarge on this pleasing 
topic, for however welcome to my Brethren, it will be speaking in an unknown 
tongue to the uninitiated. One word farther and I shall have done. 

Our Institution is often misjudged, it seems to me, from the very fact of its 
possessing so many distinct features of interest and excellence. 

The various high purposes, moral, intellectual and social, embraced by our 
Order, are apt to divide the attention of a careless spectator who merely contem- 
plates its external aspect The solemnities of the service which we have just 
attended, and the social festivities of this hour, the strict moral inculcations and 
requirements of our Ritual, and its liberal spirit and policy, may seem to such a 
spectator, wanting in congruity and harmony. 

But the aims of Freemasonry are not limited to one form of operation, or one mode 
of beneficence. Its object is at once moral and social. It proposes both to culti- 
vate the mind and enlarge and purify the heart It teaches that “ the hand that is 
raised in thanksgiving should be opened in charity.” It is therefore, in the best 
sense, an eclectic system, wisely adapted to meet all the constitutional appeten- 
cies of our complex nature. Its friends claim it to be a religious institution, and 
truly , but not exclusively ; they declare that it affords great facilities for intellectual 
culture, that it has a peculir disciplinary efficacy, but this is not its whole sphere ; 
and they know from happy experience, it is highly conducive to social refinement 
and happiness, to the best welfare of rational beings. Then it has reference to all 
the constitutional wants of our nature, of which, the orator to-day, has spoken so 
truly and eloquently. It unites features too seldom found embodied in the same 
system. It is framed with a nice regard to the Divine Order of the external world, 
in which land and water, earth and sky, flowers and fruit, utility and beauty, al- 
ternate with perpetual attraction. It looks to the symmetry, the harmonious 
development of all the powers and faculties, sentiments and affections which 
the Supreme Creator has bestowed upon man. It is at once severe, and liberal in 
its policy. It is adapted, not to foster bigotry and sectarian zeal, but to enlarge the 
reason, to expand the sympathies, and to promote that charity which is the proper 
essence and basis of all virtue, the pervading spirit of all true nobleness, gen- 
tleness and dignity. 

Its great distinctive feature of Unity and Universality places it aloof from par- 
ties and sects, from local excitements and transient jealousies, and its power to 
impress and enforce the essential principles of morality, irrespective of externa! 
forms and modes, makes it a uniting point for “ men of every country, sect and 
opinion, who might otherwise have remained at a perpetual distance.” Allow me 
then, to give you as a cardinal tenet of our Order, as the cementing principle of 
our Union and Fellowship, the following sentiment 

“ In things truly essential, Unity; in things non-essential, Liberty ; in all thiBgs, Charity.” 

Br. Moore closed his remarks with the following sentiment : — 

Br. Daniel Tenney — The upright man— the unflinching Mason— May he continue for 
many years to enjoy the social blessings of that Institution whose interests and integrity he 
has always been prompt to vindicate. 

VOLUNTEERS. 

The Orator of the Day— An able and fearless advocate of correct principles. 

John B. Hammatt — The zealous and faithful Mason— The workman is worthy of his hire 
—May he in this his vineyard , now enjoy the fruits of his labor. 
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Our Institution — Though friends may forsake, envy traduce, and malice persecute, it will 
continue to prosper while friendship, morality, and rational homage to Diety are duties in- 
cumbent on man.— S. R. 

May every Mason circumscribe his desires with the compass of temperance— square his 
actions by tne square of virtue— reduce his passions to the level of reason, and by the plumb- 
line oi religion, raise himself to a perpendicular and upright man. 

By H. Earl, Worcester. The enemies of Masonry — T hey were stiong like Sampson, but 
now they are shorn of their locks— let them depart in peace. 

Thomas Power — The spirit of his “ Melodies ” denotes a heart and conscience prepared 
for that spiritual building, thqt house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

By Br. John Hews. The march of Freemasonry— Like the rush of the mountain tor- 
rent — onward and irresistible ! 

By Br. Lewis Thayer. Our worthy Clerical Brother of this Town t who has adhered to 
Masonic principles through good report and through evil report— May he yet live to see those 
principles universally triumphant ; dispensing blessings, like the gentle dews of heaven, opon 
thousands yet unborn. 


CELEBRATION IN PORTLAND, ME. 

The procession formed at ten o’clock, composed of the G. Lodge, G. Chapter, 
and several other Lodges and Chapters, under the direction of Gen. Humphrey, 
aided by Assistant Marshals, preceded by the Portland Brass Band. It marched 
through Congress, State, Exchange, High, Spring, and other principal streets, to 
Rev. Dr. Nichols’ Church. 

The exercises were as follows : 

Anthem— “ Glory to God on high.” — Prayer by Rev. Mr. Cummings.— Read- 
ing the scriptures by Rev. Mr. Drew, and an ode, u When darkness veiled the 
hope of man.” A most elaborate, eloquent and highly instructive Oration was 
delivered by John H. Sheppard, Esq., of Boston, which was followed by a Hymn 
and Benediction. 

The music was uncommonly excellent and did honor to the taste and skill of 
the performers. 

The Brethren after the services, repaired to the large and splendid Hall in the 
Exchange, where about 300 sat down to a most sumptuous dinner prepared by 
Mr. O. P. Thorp, keeper of the Elm House. All the luxuries of the season were 
there in rich abundance, and did him much credit. This was truly a warm 
hearted, cold water celebration, and all seemed unusually happy. There were 
several visitors from N. Hampshire, and Boston, and a member of the Grand 
Lodge of Texas. Owing to a change of the days of running the steamboat, 
many of the eastern Brethren were disappointed in not being present. 

There were several addresses and sentiments given on the occasion. 

R. W. James L. Child, D. G. M., presiding, after congratulating the Brethren on 
the auspicious circumstances of the occasion, remarked that the storm of persecution, 
which for many years had been howling in the lahd against our peaceful Institution, 
had at length gone over. We bowed our heads and let it pass. We did not enter 
into the strife — did not retaliate — this would not have been consistent with our 
principles. We meekly waited for the blast to be spent. Humanity suffered but 
not the principles of Freemasonry. The benevolent operations of tne Society ne- 
cessarily became more limited. Hearts bled that might have been comforted. 
Orphan cries were heard that might have been hushed — widows’ tears were shed 
that might have been dried up— but our principles came out as gold from the refiner's 
crucible — unscathed, unharmed. All this however has not been without some benefit 
— it has read us a lesson of caution, as to our admissions which we shall be wise to 
heed. Our march is now onward — of this fact we have the most gratifying evidence 
from all quarters. Many of our Lodges are in active operation — -many pi eased 
with applications which they can scarcely find time to attend to. Our Foreign Cor- 
respondence is full of encouragement for the present, and bright hopes for the future. 
Let us all be active and diligent in our respective spheres of Masonic influence and 
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not deprive ourselves of the high enjoyments and blessed hopes that are within our 
reach. Among the pleasant incidents of this occasion is the presence of several 
distinguished Brethren from other States, and one from the “ lone star of Texas 
all of whom we heartily welcome among us, and from whom we hope to hear in 
the course of the afternoon. 

He then gave the following sentiment — 

Our Masonic Brethren of Texas.— No political or Legislative act of annexation is neces- 
sary, to bind us together as Brethren. 

R. W. Br. Tiulon, a member of the Grand Lodge of Texas, replied as follows : — 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, and Brethren— Permit me, in the name and in behalf of 
the Masonic Fraternity of the Republic of Texas, to respond to those noble sentiments we 
have just heard so eloauently expressed by the chair. In so doing I may. perhaps, be al- 
lowed to congratulate Freemasonry on its rapid extension with, and prevalence in, almost 
every portion of the habitable globe. As its language is universal, so are its principles 
general. Its doctrines are pure and moral. Its charities are without parade or ostenta- 
tion, but no less certain. The formidable prejudices which were of old arrayed against our 
Order, are rapidly giving place to better and more generous feelings : the gloom which so 
long pervaded our Temple has been dissipated, and the Craftsman is again enabled to pur- 
sue his labors: even the female portion of the community is becoming reconciled to an In- 
stitution, which, while it excludes them from a participation in its peculiar mysteries, they 
now perceive, enlightens the minds of their husbands, fathers, and brothers an Institution 
which rebukes the drunkard, denounces the gambler, discountenances the profane swearer, 
and discards him who would pollute woman’s innocence or lesson her moral worth an 
Institution which comforts the mourner, soothes the afflicted, supports the widow, and pro- 
tects the orphan. As our principles become more generally known, they will be belter appre- 
ciated; and I trust the time is near at hand when the proud triumphs of Freemasonry will 
be visible wherever the laws are respected and a just and liberal government exists ; for 
there only can we expect it to flourish-- despotism and Masonry never can long agree, nor 
both prosper in the same land, for their principles are opposed. It is true the Institution of 
Freemasonry does not interfere with the political Institutions of any country, and we hold 
every Mason who does not obey the laws and strictly perform all the duties of a good citi- 
zen, as unworthy of the name of “ Brother but, it is no less true, the Masonic virtues of 
justice, equality and integrity, as typified by the.square, the level and the plumb, can never 
flourish in the same atmosphere with tyranny hence it is that we so often find despots wa- 
ging war against our Order— attempting the demolition of its temples, the suppression of its 
principles, — the dispersioo of its members. 

On the present occasion I would allude to another benefit conferred by Freemasonry — 
one, that to the citizen of the world is great and important. I came hero a stranger, and 
have been in this city but little over twelve hours, ana now behold the large circle of friends, 
of Brothers, gathered around me, ready to assist and protect me, should my necessities re- 
quire either assistance or protection. Brethren, this is a great advantage ; — wherever we 
meet a Mason— we meet a Brother and a friend. 

To most of you the actual condition of Freemasonry in Texas is unknown— in fact I have 
found some of my Brethren ignorant of the existence of a Grand Lodge in that Republic ; 
yet, there is not only a Grand Lodge of Texas, hut also a Grand Royal Arch Chapter. The 
former has under its jurisdiction thirteen Lodges in good standing. The latter lour Chap- 
ters. There is also one Chapter working under the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States. It is computed that there are five hundred Masons in Texas, two hundred of whom 
belong to the Royal Craft;- -certainly a large numlier, when we consider that the total pop- 
ulation of the Republic does not much exceed one hundred thousand. Texas is emphatically 
a Masonic country 5— all of our Presidents and Vice Presidents, and four-fifths of our Slate 
Officers, were and are Masons ; our national emblem, the “ Lone Star” — was chosen from 
among the emblems selected bv Freemasonry to illustrate the moral virtues — it is a five- 
pointed Star and alludes to the five points of Fellowship may it ever bind us in the holy 
bond of Fraternal Union, and govern our social, Masonic and political intercourse ! 

The subject of “ annexation” has been alluded to; but this is to me, on the present oc- 
casion, a sealed question j — for, as Masons, we cannot discuss or entertain politics. In con- 
clusion permit me to offer as a sentiment 

The Grand Lodges of Maine and Texas— may the Masonic Fraternity of the two countries 
■ever lose sight of the Five Points of Fellowship, and be ever governed in all their rela- 
tions by the Square, the Level and the Plumb. 

Some eloquent remarks by Brother Sheppard, on the character of our late 
venerated and excellent Brother, Thaddeus M. Harris, were made, accompanied 
with a recommendation to contribute to the circulation of that useful aud well 
conducted periodical, “The Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine,” published in 
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Boston by Br. Charles W. Moore, which it is to be regretted cannot be given 
more at length, as they were listened to with great interest by the Brethren. 

John T. Paine, Esq. also addressed the meeting in a short but pertinent 
speech, and gave a sentiment which was well received. 

The venerable Br. Thomas, of Concord, N. H., responded with much feeling 
to the memory of Doct. Harris, and gave as a sentiment, 

Washington , Franklin and Lafayette —Three Great Lights in the Masonic Temple. 

Sentiments were given, and remarks made by other Brethren, which we were 
unable to get a sketch of at the time. The weather was delightful, and the 
whole celebration was conducted in a manner very satisfactory and highly hon- 
orable to the Fraternity. The address occupied nearly two hours, and yet was 
so full of interesting facts, couched in language so elegant, accompanied by & 
manner so eloquent, that none seemed weary, but all went away highly delighted. 
Every where the remark is heard— ‘If that be Masonry, if the principles of the 
Institution are such as the orator bos portrayed, it should be rather cherished, 
than feared — encouraged than derided.’ 


IN MISSOURI. 

As has been the rule of the Fraternity at this place, Jefferson city, very little 
parade was made on this occasion. A procession, however, was formed at the 
Masonic Hall, at 9 o’clock of the 24th instant, and proceeded to the Methodist 
Episcopal church, which had been very generously tendered, for the purpose of 
hearing an address from Mr. Napoleon Giddings, one of the Masonic Order. Al- 
though the Methodist church is large and commodious, yet, it was found noiie 
too much so, for the number of persons present. Never have we heard an ad- 
dress more attentively listened tp on any occasion, than the one delivered by Mr. 
Giddings. While it evinced talent of the firjt order, it bore conclusive evidence 
that the orator was in every respect master of the profession of which the meet- 
ing of the day was intended to commemorate. The address was preceded and 
followed by prayer from Brother H. L. Boon. After the Fraternity retired to the 
Hall, an appropriate resolution was adopted returning to Mr. Giddings the thanks 
of the Lodge for his address . — Jefferson Republican, 


IN NILES, MICHIGAN. 

The Masonic Celebration on Monday last, in this village, passed off in good 
order. Near 100 of the Masonic Fraternity were present, and a procession was 
formed composed of the Fraternity and ladies, 30 rods in length, and marched to 
the Methodist Church, where a well timed and exceedingly interesting Oration 
was delivered by Alexander H. Redfield, of Cassopolis. After the close of the 
exercises, the procession marched to the Pavillion, where a most excellent dinner 
was provided by H. V&nderlip, and about two hundred seated themselves at the 
tables. In this slight sketch of the proceedings, we cannot fail to speak in the 
highest terms of praise of the choir, that officiated at the Church. The choir, 
under the direction of Mr. Pierson, cheered and gladdened the hearts of all the 
vast congregation present The exact time, the distinct utterance of every word, 
and the well cultivated voices, added every thing that could be added by music. 
The Niles Brass Band, accompanied by the Band from South Bend, under the 
direction of the Bame individual, also acquitted themselves with honor, and the 
Fraternity return their sincere thanks to the choir, and Bands, for their presence, 
aqd the interest they took in rendering the day interesting. — Republican. 


IN WISCONSIN TERRITORY. 

On the 24th June, we had a most glorious day in Platteville. Melody Lodge, 
No. 2, having made extensive arrangements, (for this wilderness,) was visited by 
the Brethren from Galena, Mineral Point, and Potosi Lodges. They formed a 
large procession in one of our Churches, (our Hall being too small,) and marched 
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to another Church, where we had an address of an hour and a half.* After which, 
a fine band of music being in attendance, they repaired to a table spread be- 
neath a bower and partook most joyously of a Masonic feast , — the first ever spread 
in Wisconsin, The table was 124 feet long and was far too small to seat as 
many as desired to set down. The ladies were invited and conducted to the 
feast, and partook of the pleasures of the day. Masonry holds a happy reign 
over the hearts of this people. 


MASONIC CELEBRATION IN VIRGINIA. 

Triluminar Lodge , No. 117, Middleway , Jeff. Co. Va. 

May 14, 1844, A. L. 5844. 

Master Mason’s Lodge, called from labor to refreshment until Thursday next, 
at 10, A. M., at which time they will assemble at Charlestown, in this county. 

Charlestoum, May 16&, 5844. The Brethren were called from refreshment to 
labor. Present, Lewis Fry, W. M., p. t ; V. Bell, S. W. p. t. ; John R. A. Red- 
man, J. W. p. t ; S. L. Minghini, Treasurer ; John W. Grantham, 1 Sec’y, p. t ; 
Jos. E. Bell, S. D. ; John H. Campbell, J. D. p. L, and John Fearis, Tyler. Also, 
10 other Brethren of Triluminar Lodge ; 11 from George Washington Lodge, 
Berry vile; 19 from Equality Lodge, Martinsburg ; 16 from Mt. Nebo Lodge, 
Shepherdstown ; 3 from Front Royal Lodge, Front Royal ; 13 from Livingston 
Lodge, Charlestown ; 22 from Charity Lodge, Harper’s Ferry ; 14 from Hiram 
Lodge, Winchester , and Br. Anthony Kimmel, D. G. M., Linganore, Freder- 
ick Co., Md. ; Levi L Stevenson, P.,G. M. and G. L. of Va. ; Nath’l Seever, of 
D. C.; James Points, Staunton, Va. ; Jas. W. Irwin, of Clarksville, Ky. ; Wm # 
Hough, Cumberland, Md. ; and John Wornell, Ml Vernon Chapel. 

The Fraternity assembled in the large room over the Court Hall, at 10 o’clock, 
A M., the procession moved thence under escort of Charlestown Artillery, com- 
manded by Capt. Rowan, and the Jefferson Guards, commanded by CapL Jos. 
G. Packett, directed by Brs. Capt G. W. Sappiugton and Wm. G. Ferguson, on 
horse back, as Marshals. The whole being under special direction of Br. Capt. 
John S. Harrison, as Chief Marshal, and Bros. N. Seever and Morgan Johnson, 
of Clarke Co. as assistant Marshals, to the Presbyterian Church, where the cere- 
monies were opened with prayer by the pastor, Rev. Mr. Dutton. An eloquent 
and appropriate address suited to the interesting occasion which had called the 
Fraternity together, was then delivered, occupying an hour and 20 minutes, by 
Br. Charles James Faulkner, of Martinsburg, giving an interesting account of the 
tradition of the Craft, in connexion with the Cave y within three miles of the town 
in which it is said our and our common country’s distinguished Brother and 
guest, the lamented and ever to be remembered George Washington, held the 
first Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons ever assembled west of the Blue Ridge, 
which tradition fixes about the year 17 — . The speaker was extremely felicitous 
in his arrangement of the facts connected with this interesting spot. Among 
other interesting Masonic relics, the orator held up to the audience an apron of 


*The address we learn was by the excellent Grand Master of the Territory, Rev. Bbnj. 
T. Cavanaugh, and is to be published. — Eb. 
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black silk velvet, presented more than & half century since, to Gen. Washington, 
from the Grand Lodge of France, through the person of his early friend, Brother 
and companion in arms, Br. Gilbert M. D. La Fayette. This Masonic relic is 
the property of Mount Nebo Lodge, Shepherdstown, given it by a descendant of 
Gen. G. Washington. The procession returned to the Court House, where the 
following resolutions were unanimously adopted. On motion of Br. A. Kimroel : 

Resolved , That the thanks of the Brethren present be tendered to Br. C. J. 
Faulkner for his able and eloquent address delivered before them this day. 

Resolved , That a committee of three be appointed to wait on Br. Faulkner and 
respectfully request a copy of the address for publication, and if obtained that it 
be likewise published in the several Masonic Magazines and papers in the United 
States. The Chair appointed as the Committee Brs. W. G. Singleton, N. Sever, 
and B. Wigginton. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Brethren be tendered to the Rev. Mr. Dutton 
for his ministerial services rendered in Church to-day. 

Resolved , That the thanks of the Fraternity be likewise tendered to the “El- 
ders” of the Presbyterian Church for the use of their house to-day. 

Resolved , Likewise, that the thanks of the Craft be tendered to the members of 
the several bands for their excellent music during the procession. 

Resolved , That the thanks of the Brethren be tendered Captains Rowan and 
Packett and the officers and men under their command for the prompt and sol- 
dier like manner in which they discharged the duties assigned them during the 
procession. 

Resolved , That the proceedings of the day be transcribed by the Secretary of 
Triluminar Lodge, No. 117, and a copy forwarded to all the Lodges of this 14th 
Masonic District, to the Grand Lodge of Virginia, and to the several Masonic 
Magazines and papers in the United States. 

The Craft were called from labor to refreshment and proceeded to the Hotel of 
Capt Jos. F. Abell, where the Brethren, in a body, partook of a sumptuous dinner 
served up in the usual style of that excellent caterer. Soon after dinner the 
Craft again assembled at the Court Hall and resumed their labor ; formed pro- 
cession again and proceeded on horseback to the “ Cave,” on the land of William 
Clark— though recently ascertained to belong in fee to the Fraternity, by a deed 
of bargain and sale from a Mr. Davis and wife in year 1773, conveying the Cave, 
or one and one eight acres of land, including the cave, to Samuel Washington, 
and several others, and recorded in the Clerk’s office of Berkely County, Va. 
The Cave was beautifully illuminated for the occasion ; about 150 of the Craft, 
two companies of volunteers, a band of music and a large number of citizens en- 
tered this subterraneous excavation, rendered interesting to every good and zea- 
lous Mason as being the place in which their valuable tenets were first imparted 
west of the Blue Ridge, and half an hour and more was spent in exploring the dif- 
ferent apartments of this wonderful natural curiosity. The procession returned 
to town at 5 o’clock, P. M., all much pleased with their first Masonic visit to this 
consecrated spqt. 

Br. L. L. Stevenson, P. G. M. presided as W. M. 

The Craft were again called from labor to refreshment, (at least the Brethren 
of Triluminar Lodge) to meet at the Hall, in Middleway, on Saturday evening, 
18th inst, which was accordingly so done, and the Master Mason’s Lodge closed 
in due form. Lewis Fry, W. M. p. t. 

John F. Smith, Sec’y p. t 

[We are desired to request all Masonic periodical? in the country, to copy the 
above.] — E d. Mao. 
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COMPLIMENTARY NOTICES. 

We take the following notices from the London Quarterly Review, for June last. 
They show in what estimation the works named are held by our transatlantic 
Brethren. 

THE MASONIC TRESTLE-BOARD. 

Brothers Moore and Camegy have executed their task with careful diligence. 
Their labors have been rewarded by the recommendations of Grand and Private 
Lodges of the United States. Would that the Grand Lodges of England, Scotland 
and Ireland, would unite and appoint a committee of delegation, composed of 
Brethren equal to the task of examination, and desirdus of removing animosities, 
and promulgating some valuable system that shall stand the test of time. What a 
great moral change would be effected ! How much human intellect might be aided, 
and to what extent Masonic principle iftight be conducted, it is not possible to 
conceive. While on this subject, we venture to express a hope that the Grand 
Lodge will request Dr. Oliver to compile a history of Masonry, in continuation of 
the last edition of Anderson, revised by Noorthuck, so far back as 1784. However, 
to our task. The Masonic Trestle-Board is precisely such a work as we should like to 
see emanate from our own Grand Lodge , and of how much greater advantage would 
the consideration of such subjects be, than having our time absorbed in the useless 
arrangements which at present often render it impossible to bring forward a motion 
that has utility for its object. 

CONSTITUTIONS OP THE GRAND LODGE OP MASSACHUSETTS. 

Our transatlantic friends are active. This revised Code of Laws shows evidently 
that a strict examination has produced considerable advantages. This book is 
somewhat similar to our own Constitutions, without its defects . The report or 
preface is particularly worthy of perusal. 

MASONIC MELODIES, BY BR. THOMAS POWER. 

The preface to this little volume is characteristic of Masonry, and explanatory 
of its title ; the author observes, “ No apology is asked for its deficiencies, no for- 
bearance is asked for its errors. It is written for the Brethren of the Masonic 
Institution ; and from them every indulgence will be extended. From its enemies no 
favors are asked or expected." 

As a repertory of Masonic Lyrics, it is incomparably beyond any previous com- 
petitor, and embraces every point it professes to treat of and may be referred to by 
every Lodge, Chapter, and Encampment. We consider ourselves fortunate in having 
a copy, and would advise any Brother desirous of these Melodies to inquire of Br. 
Spencer, the Masonic Librarian, London, as to the readiest means of obtaining one 
for himself. 

THE PREEMABONS’ MONTHLY MAGAZINE, VOL. HI. 

Our contemporary continues to stand forth as the champion of the Order ; as an 
investigator of facts, a reporter of events, and as a literary biographer. We 
most heartily wish the Magazine may continue to exercise its 'wholesome influence, 
not only over the wide field of our own community, but over the world. A press of 
subjects prevents us at present from making extracts, but we hope *in our next to do 
so ; and take this opportunity of thanking the editor for having transplanted from 
our own columns many flowers that will flourish anew in his own luxuriant soil. 

40 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 

Hartford \ July 16, 1844. 

Br. Moore : 

In an article I forwarded the “Signal,” at Madison, Geo., some months since, I 
protested against the use Tal. P. Shaffher had made of my name. He having in 
his Prospectus, of the “ Freemason — with original engravings,” stated that sev- 
eral gentlemen and ladies would contribute to its pages, and given their names ; 
at the same time be said it was “ desired, if possible, to devote the Freemason to 
the Fraternity exclusively .” The idea of ladies and Antimasons writing Ma- 
sonry was too ludicrous, and I protested against my name’s being used in such a 
manner I did not call Br. Shaffner, an impositor, nor a humbug, nor endeavor to 
lessen him in the opinion of his Brethren. I stated what he had done, why he had 
done it, as I thought, and rebuked him for the wrong. I have regarded Br. ShafF- 
ner as a very good Brother, and presume he will make a good paper. His indis- 
cretion and imprudence in making such a prospectus, may have been the first of 
his life — may it be the last ; and may he be successful in his undertaking accord- 
ing as he is devoted to the interests of Masonry. Albert Cask. 


MASONIC INTELLIGENCE. 

EAST INDIES. 

Calcutta. — On the 27th Dec. the Grand Lodge walked in procession to the 
Cathedral, where an excellent sermon was preached by the venerable Archdea- 
con, after which a collection was made for the benefit of the District Charitable 
Society. In the evening a Masonic banquet was numerously attended by the 
Brethren. 

At a meeting of St John’s Lodge in December, an elegant Vase, suitably in- 
scribed, was presented to the Grand Treasurer, Br. John King, in testimony of 
his eminent services in behalf of the Fraternity in India. 

Bengal. — The rich and beautiful testimonial of R. W. Br. John Grant, Pro- 
vincial Grand Master for Bengal, which has been sometime in preparation, has 
been presented to that distinguished Brother. It consists of an elegant tripod 
pedestal, supported on three richly embossed scroll feet, decorated with acanthus 
leaves in frosted silver. The three sides of the pedestal are formed into pannels, 
on one side of which is the inscription. From the centre of the base rises a very 
handsome broad-leafed palm-tree, overshadowing three figures, Faith, Hope and 
Charity, which stand around the trunk of the tree, at each angle of the pedestal. 
Above the palm-tree is a richly chased service silver basket, which contains an 
elaborate cut-glass vase, forming on the whole an epergne. It is so arranged 
that branches can be added to make it a candelabrum at pleasure. 

Agra. — The foundation stone of a new Lodge to be called, “Faith, Hope and 
Charity,” was laid at this place on the 7th Dec. last, by the Pro-Deputy Grand 
Master of Bengal. 

Bombay. — A new Lodge has been established at this place by dispensation 
from the Grand Lodge of England. The requisition from the R. W. Br. James 
Burns, Provincial Grand Master for Western India, sets forth— 1st, “That the 
time has arrived when native gentlemen of high character, such as are eligible 
to sit on the bench of justice, and, indeed, all who possess a fear of God, and a 
due sense of moral obligation, should no longer be excluded from the Freema- 
son’s Lodge. 2dly. That the admission of such natives would give an impulse 
to the Craft in Bombay, and throughout India.” 
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O R E E C E t 

The Chevalier Angelo Calichiopulo, a Senator, and since the year 1816, Grand 
Master of the Granf Lodge of Greece, died at Corfu on the 13th Nov, last 
Government paid the highest honor to the deceased, who was accompanied to 
the cemetery by the whole Corps Masonique in threes, and buried with Masonic 
honors. Prom the 13th, to eleven, A. M. of the 15th, the Tribunals, the public 
offices, and every place of public diverson, the theatre included, were closed. 
Among the distinguished individuals who swelled the melancholy cortege, were 
II. E. Lord Seaton, L. H. Corn, H. H. the President of the Senate, the Senators, the 
most reverend the Bishop of Corfu, and Exarch, the principal civil and military 
authorities, and the Knights of the most distinguished order of St. Michael, and 
St George. The Colonels of the garrison, the Regent of Corfu, a Knight Grand 
Cross, a member of the Supreme Council, and a member of the Senate, held the 
Pall. The flags of the fortress, and of every ship in port, werd hoisted half-mast 
till the day of the funeral ; and during the procession, minute guns from H. M. 
S. Aigle were fired ; the Military Bands played also in strains of melancholy. 
The remains of the illustrious deceased were finally deposited in the church 
dedicated to the Virgin. The firing party gave three volleys ; the prayers of the 
pious were offered for the peace of his soul, and the tears of his innumerable 
friends bedewed the holy Sanctuary. 

ENGLAND. 

Batley. — It is a singular circumstance that all the principal officers of the 
Lodge “Nelson of the Nile,” at this place, are clergymen of the established 
Church, viz. : the Rev. Joseph Senior, L. L. D., W. M. ; the Rev. Joseph Walker 
Jenkins, S. W.; the Rev. John Watson Hepworth, A. B., J. W. And what is 
not less remarkable is the fact, that in the township of Batley, all the clergy, the 
vicar, curate, and head master of the free grammar-school, with the church- 
warden, overseer, solicitor, constable and other public officers, are all members of 
the Masonic Fraternity. If we were in England, we should reside at Batley! 

Liverpool. — It may be interesting and useful to some of our readers to be 
informed, tliat one of the best Lodges in England, (St. George’s Lodge of Har- 
mony,) is held at the Adelphi Hotel in Liverpool. Its roll of members includes 
many of the principal merchants and gentlemen of the city. It is one of the 
principal Lodges in the Province, and is admirably officered. The present Mas- 
ter is Br. Charles Mocatta, who, in himself presents an instance of the utility of 
Freemasonry in some cases of difficulty and danger, as will appear from the fol- 
lowing 

INTERESTING ANECDOTE. 

Many years ago when on his return from South America to England, with all 
he possessed, and in his own vessel, he was boarded by a Pirate. Among his 
papers, was his Freemasons’ Certificate, which the Pirate Captain, himself a 
Mason, though a fallen one, recognised. The usual tests were exchanged ; after 
which the marauder told him to let his men take away whatever they pleased, 
which he would pay for, and when dusk came on to steer in one direction, while 
he would take another. This was done, and Br. Mocatta arrived safely in Eng- 
land, with his property. 

SCOTLAND. 

The Grand Conclave of Knights Templars for Scotland, held its annual meeting 
on the lltli March, (being the anniversary of the immolation of Jacques do 
Molay,) for the election of officers. Admiral Sir David Milne, G. C. B., was re- 
elected Grand Master. A numerous party of the Knights, attired in the white 
robes of the Order, assembled in the Archers’ Hall in the evening, and partook of 
a splendid entertainment. The Red Cross preceded the usual loyal toasts. The 
memories of the first Master and founder, Hugo de Payens,— of the Grand Mas- 
ter, Jacques de Molay, who suffered martrydom in its cause — and of Walter de 
Cliflon, who raised the Beauseant in Scotland, and fought under it by the side of 
the victorious Bruce ; and a variety of other toasts connected with the history and 
objects of the Order, were eloquently proposed and suitably received. 
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North Berwick. — The Brethren of St. B&ldred’s Lodge entertained the ladies 
of this place, and their friends, to a ball in March, when about two hundred ladies 
and gentlemen attended. 

The Order is generally thriving in Scotland, and we believe is in very excel- 
lent hands. 


IRELAND. 

St. Patrick’s Lodge, at Dublin, has recently obtained a portrait of their es- 
teemed Secretary and P. M., Br. Geo. James Baldwin, in full Masonic costume, 
for the use of the Lodge, in testimony of their grateful feelings towards him for 
his untiring exertions in promoting the interests of the Lodge. 

A new Lodge called tne “ Emerald Lodge, No. 139,” has recently been organ- 
ized at Mountmelick, Queen’s county. The regalia is very rich, and the Lodge 
room has been fitted up in beautiful style. 

A splendid Masonic fancy and dress Ball was recently given at Munster, in 
aid of the charitable institutions (not Masonic) at Limerick. A similar Ball was 
also given about the same time at Cork. We have the particulars but cannot 
find room for them. They were both brilliant affairs. 

The Brethren celebrated St. John’s day at Cork “with more than usual respect 
and zeal,” on the 27th December. The day was also observed at Limerick, and 
other places, in a manner which indicates a high degree of Masonic prosperity in 
the island. 

FRANCE. 

Lyons f. At the last meeting of le ConaeU Central des loges de Lyon, after the 
new officers had been chosen and Installed for the year, several questions of 
great importance to that Orient, were under consideration. Among others, it 
was proposed to hold monthly Lodges of instruction, successively, in all the 
Lodges under the Conseil Central . A committee was also chosen for the pur- 
pose of prescribing to the orators, the subjects to be treated of ; to make it the 
duty of all members of the Lodges, under the Conseil, to attend the meetings, 
and to excuse no absentee but for good reasons. Such meetings it is thought 
will be of immense benefit both to teachers and pupils ; that in many, whose zeal 
has been cooled by long absence from the Lodge, their former love and attach- 
ment to the Order would be revived, while others, whose fidelity was undoubted, 
but whose zeal has been discouraged by manifold defeats, would gather nourish- 
ment anew from these labors. Finally ; the Lodges that on account of their in- 
activity were sometimes drawn into disputes and unmasonic conduct, would be- 
come ready to sacrifice their pride and supposed interest to that harmony whose 
object is individual happiness and the general welfare of the Order. The Grand 
Orient of France, at length, seems to favor this scheme, after having long resist- 
ed it, and it is now hoped there will be no longer Lodges in France, which ap- 
pear to aim at degrading Freemasonry in the eyes of the world, and to fill faith- 
ful and honorable Masons with disgust. 

The members of the Lodge, Lea Chevaliers du Temple, have formed a relief 
society, by which their actual members are assisted with money in case of sick^ 
ness, and in case of death are buried at the expense of the Lodges. The funeral 
expenses of sisters are also paid by the Lodge. He who has passed his 45th 
year at the time of his initiation, is not entitled to assistance until five years 
after. In sickness, when a Brother is unable to attend to bis business, be receives 
during the first three months, 2 franks per day ; during the second quarter, 1 
frank, 50 cent. ; and during the third and fourth quarter, seventyfive ceuts per 
day. If he continues sick over a year, he is allowed until he is restored, a sum 
of 7 francs, 50 cent per months. He who is the cause himself of his sickness, 
by dissipation of any kind, forfeits his claim. He who is convicted of having 
disguised an incurable sickness for the purpose of being initiated, is excluded 
again. 
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In the suburb Vaise, the only one without a Lodge, a number of Brethren have 
joined together and petitioned the Grand Orient for a Constitution for a Lodge, 
to be called La Tolerance. 

Marseilles. The Lodges of this place have it in contemplation to erect an Asy- 
sum for the boarding and educating indigent young ladies, giving the prefer- 
ence to the daughters of Masons. 

Monlbrison. The members of the Lodge Les Commandeurs du Phenix , in- 
tend for the second time to close their work. 

Mantes. Gen. Carabronne has lately died here, at the age of 71 years. 
He was celebrated as the commander of the French Imperial Guard at the battle of 
Waterloo , and as having given the memorable answer on being summoned to sur- 
render la garde meurt et ne se rent pas.” He took an active part in founding 
military Lodges, considering them as very beneficial to the French Imperial 
army. It is a remarkable coincidence that shortly after his death the English 
Genera], Lord Edward Somerset, who commanded the brigade of the heavy guard- 
cavalry at the battle of Waterloo, also died, being 66 years old. 

Paris . The two Grand Lodges, the Grand Orient and the Supreme Conseil de 
France , have for some time had it under consideration, to select one and the 
same Grand Master for both of them ; for which purpose they have directed their 
attention to the Prince de Joinville. The Duke Decazes is commissioned to carry 
this plan into effect However, it is not the intention to connect both Grand 
Lodges or to compress them into one. 

Mlixmt-sur-l oulon. Several Brethren of this city, have petitioned the Grand 
Orient de France for a Constitution for a new Lodge, to be called Jhnis de la 
Morale . \ 

Bayonne . I'lie Lodge La Zdee has petitioned the Grand Orient for permis- 
sion to begin its work again. 

Belleville. The Lodge La Constance Couronnee, has been furnished with a 
Constitution, by the Grand Orient 

Chateau- Bernard. (Loiret.) A new Lodge by the name of L'Espirance sur 
VOuanne t has been constituted here. 

DecazeviUe (Den. Jhseuron.) The building of the Lodge La Fratemite , with all 
its furniture, has been destroyed by fire. The members of the Lodge have ad- 
dressed their French Brethren, with the request to assist them in getting up 
another appropriate building. 

Langon. The Lodge La Fratemite has commenced work again, with the 
approbation of the Grand Orient 

Liboume. The Lodge L'Ecole des Moeurs has also petitioned the same Grand 
body for permission to recommence their work. 

G E RM A N T . 

JMenbwrg. In the Archimedes Lodge, last new year’s day, some thirty poor 
boys and girls (a majority of whom had been recommended by their teachers, as 
deserving of it,) were made happy by presents of winter garments, and Christmas 
gifts of common toys, school books, &c. 

The W. Br. Back, M. D., and (Cabinet-and-Consistorial-Counsellorio the 
Duke of Saxony,) Master of the Lodge in Altenburg, has been charged by the 
Ducal Government, with the censorship of all Masonic works, which hitherto has 
been done by persons not initiated. 

Berlin. The M. W. G. National Mother Lodge, at the three Globes, it is 
said, has assimilated the four Degrees, with the historical order (Engbunde,) or 
Schroeder’s scale of initiation, at least, so far that the members of the latter 
are admitted to the work of their four Degrees. 

CobUnce. The Lodge Friedrich, in February last, made an appeal to all the 
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Lodges in the German fatherland, to take a share in building the Cathedral at 
Cologne, and a proposal to charge themselves with contributing a certain sum 
yearly, towards continuing the erection of the Cathedral. 

Frankfort-on-the-Main. The Lodge of Concord, belonging to the eclectic Or- 
der, celebrated lately their anniversary, and has sent to all Lodges, represented 
on that occasion by deputies, a work of great merit, containing a very distinct 
history of the Lodge and the state of Masonry at Frankfort-on-the-Main, entitled 
Annals of the Lodge of Concord, the English Provincial Lodge, and the Provin- 
cial and Directorial Lodge of the eclectic Order, at Frankfort-on-the-Main, 1742, 
1811. A festive present distributed at the anniversary of the Lodge of Con- 
cord , on the 27th June, 1842. Frankfort on the Main, 1842 — Edited by W. Br. I. 
George and B. F. Klass. The celebration was performed very appropriately, 
and four honorary members were proclaimed on that occasion- 

Gera* By the Lodge Jhr chimedes , the foundation of a highly beneficent Insti- 
tution has been laid for the relief of the widows and orphans of the members. 

Oldenburgh. At the festival of St John, all the members of the Lodge Wil- 
liam at the Silver Cross, at Varel, whose work has been suspended for several 
years, have joined the Lodge 'The Golden Stag , which, on the 31at January last, 
also begun its work again, under the Constitution of the Grand Lodge at Ham- 
burg. 

East Friesland seems to be ready to follow the example of Oldenburg. The 
members of the Lodge of the the Three Royal Eagles, which ha3 not been at 
work for a long time have joined members oif other Lodges in East Friesland, 
and commenced work again. 

Darmstadt. The Lodge of St. John the Evangelist, at the celebration of its 25th 
anniversary, in order to calm the apprehensions of sick and indigent Brethren 
for their families, established a permanent fund for the relief of destitue widows 
and orphans. 

Dresden. Fredrick Massador (author of Lenning’s Encyclopedia,) died at this 
place on the 16th March, almost blind, in his 87th year. 

Eisleben. The members of the Blooming Tree Lodge, on the 8th June 1843, 
solemnly consecrated a Masonic Hall, built expressly for their use. 

Freyberg. In the Lodge the Three Mountains, was recently established a 
Sunday School for the education of Mechanics’ Apprentices — a pension fund for 
the widows and orphans of departed Brethren, and the distribution of Christ- 
mas presents, of garments and useful books to poor children. The Sunday 
school has several times received donations from the government. 

Giessen. On the 7th November, 1843, the Ludwig Lodge celebrated its 25th 
anniversay. 

Halle. The Lodge denominated The Three Swords, celebrated its 100th anni- 
versary on the 13th December, and the next day itp 100th yearly festival. 

Hirschberg. The Lodge at this place presented at the close of last year, twelve 
poor orphans with such things as they most needed, and thus dried many tears 
of sorrow. 

Leipsic. The Jlpollo Lodge, in this Orient, made a report in its circular this 
year, of the favorable state of its charitable institutions. They are a fund for 
widows, which has been in existence for twenty one years— a burial society, and 
the yearly present of full suits to twelve poor children. 

Lauban. The Lodge Isis founded last year, a society for widows, — a legacy 
of 500 dollars having been presented by Br. Ramming, to which an additional 
sum of 200 dollars was added from the funds of the Lodge. 

Marienwerder. The Golden Harp Lodge at this place has established an asso- 
ciation for the purpose of insuring to Brethren a ready fund for the immediate 
relief of their families, in. case of death,— also, a society for the alleviation of 
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widows and orphans, in order to afford Brethren the consolation of knowing that 
their families will find comfort and advice, after they themselves are no more. 

Merseburg. It has for many years been the custom of the Lodge at this place, 
to furnish eight or ten poor youths, (about to be confirmed,) with complete suits 
of clothing, New Year’s Eve. 

Zerbsh. The Lodge Friedrich and Constancy , which was constituted May 24, 
1783, and which on August 16, 1834, (from circumstances over which it had no 
control,) was obliged to cease its labor, has, after a rest of 8 years, relighted the 
three great candles of the Order. 

HOLLAND, 

Amsterdam. The five Lodges of this Orient are building a Hall in common, 
which is not only to serve for a place of meeting for all the Lodges, but in which 
also, a library is to be founded, and, on the whole, every thing done to strengthen 
the bonds of love and peace among the members. 

It is also in contemplation here to found an Institution, for the purpose of giv- 
ing adult blind persons an opportunity to earn a livelihood, by works of differ- 
ent kinds. 

The Hague. In the Lodge V Union fail la Force, meetings have been formed 
among Brethren, for historical and philosophical investigations having relation to 
Masonry, — in the manner of the historical Order at Hamburg. Every Brother is 
admitted, — these meetings not merely giving the best instructions, but promising 
to be the very best means for connecting and attaching the Brethren of all three 
Lodges in the Hague, to one another. 

FRENCH COLONIES. 

Algiers . In Setif, (Province of Constantine,) it is intended to open a new 
Lodge, whose founders are nearly all officers of the army there. They have cho- 
sen for their new Lodge, the appropriate name, Les Enfants de Mars. 

Martinique. In the Orient la Trinite, the Grand Orient of France have con- 
stituted a new Lodge by the name of La Sainte Trinite. 

WEST INDIES. 

Barbadoes. The old “ Scotia Lodge,” which] has been closed since 1831, at 
which time its charter was lost in the great hurricane, lias been revived, under 
a dispensation from the P. G. Master for the West India Islands. 

A notice has appeared from Albion Lodge, No. 232, addressed to such of the 
parents and guardians of children of the Brethren, as may choose to avail them- 
selves of the generous offer, inviting application to be made for a preference of 
two boys and two girls, to be placed by them at the Central School for education 
and support. 

An act of such pure and disinterested kindness as this deserves to be recorded 
in letters of gold and handed down to our latest posterity as an additional testi- 
monial of that true spirit of Christian benevolence upon which the principles of 
the Craft are founded. Proudly, then, we may hail Masonry as an institution of 
the highest value to the world at large, of universal good to all mankind, and as 
extending the hand of friendship to the sons and daughters of their “fellow- 
laborers, now no more, when we behold them— unasked and unsolicited— offer- 
ing to “ feed the hungry, and the naked clothe.” 

CANADA. 

Our Montreal correspondent informs us that a new Lodge has just been at- 
tached, by dispensation from the Grand Lodge of England, to her Majesty’s 89th 
regiment of foot, stationed at present at Montreal. It is called the “Peace and 
Concord, No. 729.” He also assures that the Institution is highly prosperous in 
Canada. 
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MASONIC C 

Our owk affairs. Our foreign intelli- 
gence this month will be found to be unu- 
sually interesting. Our facilities and sys- 
tem of foreign and domestic correspondence 
are now so complete and eztensire, that we 
may safely promise to keep our readers fully 
informed of all transactions of interest which 
may occur in any quarter of the Masonic 
world. This result has been attained at 
great labor and expense, and both are still 
necessary to maintain it. The labor rests 
with us : the expense must be defrayed from 
the proceeds of the work. This can only be 
done by a large subscription list and punctual 
payments. We therefore respectfully invite 
a renewal of exertions, on the part of our 
Agents, to the accomplishment of both these 
objects. We would also extend the invita- 
tion to all our present subscribers, and ask 
tiieir co operation. 

The first number of the fourth volume 
will be issued on the first of November next, 
at which time we propose to commence a 
series of twelve articles, on the history of 
initiation , comprising a detailed account of 
the rites and ceremonies , doctrines and disci- 
pline , of all the secret and mysterious insti- 
tutions of the ancient world. This will not, 
of course, touch th e ritual of Masonry, though 
it will afford the intelligent Brother an op- 
portunity to institute a comparison, not less 
interesting than profitable. We give this 
timely notice, that Brethren intending to add 
their names to our subscription list, may do 
so in season. No exertions will be spared 
to make the forthcoming volume equal, or 
superior, to either of its predecessors. 

»In answer to the inquiry proposed by 
Comp. Burnside, of Canada, he is informed, 
that R. A. Masons coming from England, or 
other parts of Europe, not having received 
the intermediate Degrees of M. M., P. M., 
and M. E. M. t are not admitted into our 
Chapters. This is a difficulty the existence 
of which we have often had occasion to re- 
gret, and which we hope may by-and-by be 
removed. The remedy is in the Gen. Grand 
Chapter of the United States.. 

03“A box has been forwarded to Br. Sco- 
bie. of Toronto, via Albany. 


HIT CHAT. 

Br. Sheppard's Address, at Portland, has 
been published, and a few copies have been 
left on sale with Br. Marlin, the Superintend- 
ent of the Masonic Temple, in this city. To 
say that we have read the address with great 
satisfaction, would he but an indifferent ex- 
pression of the rich intellectual feast it has 
afforded us. As a literary production it is 
honorable to its author, and as an exposition 
of the history and principles of Masonry, it 
is honorable to the Institution. Brother 
Sheppard has investigated his subject thor- 
oughly and learnedly, and he has brought to- 
gether a mass of facts which are irresistible, 
as to the true character of our Order. He is 
entitled to the thanks of his Brethren, not 
only for this excellent work, hut for his firm- 
ness and fidelity to the Institution, iu times 
when there were many who thought the hon- 
ors of Masonry hardly worth striving for, 
but who are now most forward to claim them. 
We commend the Address to the Frater- 
nity. 

(CTOur Brother of the “ Masonic Signal,” 
will not think ns captious, if we ask him to 
affix the usual credit to such articles as he 
may think proper to transfer from our pages 
to his own. The Address by Br. Mackey, 
and the 41 Orphan’s Cry/* by Br. Power, 
were originally communicated for the Maga- 
zine. The “ New Grand Master of Eng- 
land/’ was an editorial article. 

5jrOnr esteemed correspondent at PJau- 
vilie, is informed that the reprint of the Mag- 
azine is as vet a matter of uncertainty, and 
will not probably be decided for some months 
to come. Our Agents may facilitate the de- 
cision, by informing us what number they 
will probably be able to dispose of in their 
respective districts. 

QChBr. William Gunn, of Kingston, U. C. 
is authorized and requested to accept the 
Agency of the Magazine, for that place and 
vicinity. 

fjpBr John R. Golding, of Bellefontaioe, 
is an authorized agent for Choctaw Co. 
Miss. 

Erratum. —On page 299, the reader will 

I rfease to substitute K. for B., as the initial 
etter of Br. Teulon’s second name. The 
error was discovered after the sheet was 
struck off. 
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OATHS AND SECRECY. 

We have recently noticed an article in one of the religious papers, ob- 
jecting to the Masonic Institution on the ground that it is a secret society, 
administering oaths, laying the recipient under unlawful obligations. To 
both these charges we oppose a direct denial. First, as to the oaths. 
It is not true — but if it were, that oaths of the description here given, are 
administered in our Lodges, they would be of no binding force whatever. 
“ Promissory oaths,” says the learned Paley, “ are not bindings where 
the promise itself would not be so.” They are not binding, where the 
performance is impossible or unlawful. An assassin promises his employ- 
er to despatch his rival or enemy. This is an illegal promise, and the 
promiser is not bound by it, because be is under a prior obligation to 
the contrary. 

A man cannot be bound by a promise, made with an appeal to God, to 
violate a law of God, more than he can be legally bound to violate the 
civil law of the land. If oaths be administered by Masonic associations, 
which impose unlawful obligations, the recipient is bound not to regard 
them. “ An obligation from which a man can discharge himself by his 
own act and deed, is no obligation at all.”* The Masons, therefore, are 
either guilty of gross folly, in administering oaths which the recipient is 
bound, by prior and higher obligations, not to observe ; or their opponents 
are guilty of misrepresentation and falsehood. 

It is further objected, that the administration of what modern legisla- 
tors term extra-judicial oaths, is morally wrong. 

For the brief period that good faith and honesty reigned upon the earth, 
a simple promise was sufficient to ensure confidence. Men did not re- 



♦Paley. 
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quire each other to invoke the vengeance of God, in case they spoke not 
the truth, until they became distrustful of each other. When it was 
doubtful who could be believed, it being found that some would even 
disregard an oath, civil penalties were attached to its violation. 

This is a short history of oaths. They are of divine institution : “ And 
Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes concerning the children of 
Israel, saying, this is the thing which the Lord hath commanded : If a 
man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a 
bond, he shall not break his word, he shall do according to ail that pro- 
ceedeth out of his mouth.” God himself directed the Israelites to swear 
by his name ; and he was pleased, in order to shew the immutability of 
his own counsel, to confirm his covenant with that people, by an oath . 
Esau swore to Jacob, and Joseph took an oath to the children of Israel. 
David swore to Bathsheba, and Daniel to the servant of an Amaiekite. 
“ I call God for a record upon my soul,” says St. Paul, u that to spare 
you I came not as yet to Corinth.” Our Saviour himself, being “ adjured 
by the living God,” to declare whether he was the Christ the Son of God, 
or not, answered the High Priest, without making any objection to the 
oath upon which he was examined. 

These, in the phraseology of the present day, were all extra-judicial 
oaths ; that is, they were not administered by civil magistrates. Abra- 
ham did not call upon a Justice of the Peace to swear his servants ; nor 
did Israel, when he caused Joseph to swear not to bury him in Egypt. 
The oath was between them and their God. 

The first Christians were accustomed to pledge themselves to one 
another by a solemn declaration, that rather than prove unfaithful to 
their Lord or abandon his cause , they would suffer a similar fate to that 
of the traitor , — who “ falling headlong, after his strangulation, burst 
asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out.” — (Acts i. 18.) This 
form appears also in the oath administered by a particular class of the 
early Christians, but with greater formality of reference : “ Si vero non 
hsec omnia servavero, habeam partem cum Juda, et lepra Giezi, et tre- 
more Cain, insuper et poenis quse lege corum pietatis continentur, ero 
subjectus.*’* Pliny, who wrote in the first century, reports in his letter 
to the Emperor Trajan, that the Christians were wont to meet together 
in the night , and bind themselves by an obligation op fealty ; and Ter- 
tullian, a Presbyter of Carthage, who died about A. D. 216, in his Apolo- 
gy for the secret society which in his time existed among the Christians, 
says : “ If we do all in private, how came you to^know what is done ? 


♦Novelise Constitutiones Justiniani : quoted by the author of the work entitled “ The 
Secret Discipline, mentioned in Ancient Ecclesiastical History, Explained . 11 
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Not from one of ourselves, for none are admitted to religious mysteries 
without an oath of secrecy”* 

The Legislatures of Massachusetts and Rhode Island a few years since 
enacted laws prohibiting the administration of extra-judicial oaths. They 
were intended as peace-offerings to Antimasonry, and were generally un- 
derstood to be specially directed against the Masonic Institution. But, in 
this instance, malice was outwitted by folly ; inasmuch as those laws were 
rendered nugatory by their encroachment upon the Constitutional rights 
of the citizen. An extra-judicial oath is one administered by a judicial 
officer in an irregular manner. An affidavit, touching matters not sub- 
jects of legal inquiry, taken before a Justice of the Peace, acting in his 
official capacity , would be an irregular proceeding ; and . the oath so ad- 
ministered, extra-judicial. This has been a common practice in Massa- 
chusetts ; and the Constitutional power of the Legislature to suppress it 
is unquestionable. But the Legislature has not the power to regulate, or 
interfere with the convential obligations of private individuals, or associa- 
tions, if those obligations do not militate against their allegiance and du- 
ties as good and faithful citizens. It has not the power either to prohibit 
or to dictate the terms in which an individual may pledge himself to his 
fellow, whether that pledge assume the solemnity of an oath, or the ordi- 
nary form of a promise. In either case, it is a matter of conscience, the 
full and free enjoyment of which is secured to every citizen of this Re- 
public, by the Constitution under which he lives. 

The objection that we are a secret society, is not more valid than that 
we have been considering. But if it were, it would hardly be contended 
that secrecy is necessarily an evil. It has usually been esteemed a vir- 
tue. 

We deny, however, that the Masonic is a secret association, in the 
common and odious sense in which that appellation is bestowed upon it 
by its enemies. A secret society, literally speaking, is one whose exist- 
ence is concealed as much ^s possible, and whose members and meet- 

' ^According to Clement, the fellow-laborer of St. Paul and St. Peter, those who were ini- 
tiated into this society were required to be “ irreproachable and well reported $ of a sound 
mind and body y hating no blemish or defect , neither maimed nor mutilated.” Minuciub 
Felix, who wrote a learned and eloquent defence of the Christian religion, which Dr. Lard- 
ner thinks was published about A. D. 210, states, that “ The Christians know one another 
by secret signs^ and love one another almost before they are acquainted .” Tertullian, who 
wrote in the second century, after repelling the accusations brought against this societjrby the 
Gentiles— the Antimasons of those days— says : “ Because they know little or nothing of 
our principles, they despise and condemn them, and endeavor to blacken that virtue and 
goodness, which are so conspicuous in us, with imagined vices and imparities ; whereas it 
would be more just to judge of our secret actions by those that appear, than to condemn 
what is evidently good and praiseworthy, upon suspicion of private faults.” This remark 
' was made more thah sixteen hundred years ago ; and yet how pertinent to the present times ! 
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ings are as little known as its objects and proceedings, to any but the ini- 
tiated. The Illuminati of Germany, and the Jacobin Clufbs of France, 
were secret societies. Tbeir members, their meetings, and the objects 
they proposed to accomplish, were shrouded in mystery. It is not so 
with the Masonic Fraternity. Its members are known. They are neither 
afraid nor ashamed to declare themselves. They are everywhere found — 
bearing open and unequivocal testimony to the purity of their Institution. 

The broad and unalterable foundations of Masonry — its only objects 
and its simple principles, — are published in every country and in every 
tongue. The doors of our Lodges are open to all men, of all sects and 
parties. Whatever secrete we possess are within the *each of every 
man living, possessing a character for intelligence, integrity and truth. 
Strange and inexplicable secrecy ! — which gives universal dissemination 
to principles and views, and freely admits communion to the most oppo- 
site participants ! 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 

Boston, July 31, 1844. 

Br. Charles W. Moore , Editor Freemasons' Magazine . 

Mt Dear Sir and Brother, — Permit me to use a corner in the columns of 
your valuable Masonic periodical, for the purpose of returning my thanks to the 
Brethren of Boston and Portland, for the many acts of kindness received at their 
hands. I came amongst them a total stranger from a much and unjustly calum- 
niated country — the Republic of the Lone-Star — and, notwithstanding the ill- 
founded prejudices which exist against the home of my adoption, everywhere I 
found myself surrounded by firm and kind friends, anxious to promote my inter- 
est and render my short stay amongst them as agreeable as in their power. I 
expect, ere another sun sets, to be floating on the ocean wave towards Calcutta, 
to be travelling from the West towards the East, bearing with me the most kind 
and grateful feelings towards my American Brethren, and I trust they will ever 
find me ready to return the compliment whenever in my power. 

In conclusion, permit me to return my thanks individually to yourself, and 
Brothers A. Peabody, S. Pearce, J. H. Sheppard, and H. H. Tuttle, of this city ; 
and to Br. Oliver Gerrish, of Portland, Afe. ; and be assured my prayers will ever 
be addressed to the Throne of Grace for your health and happiness, and for the 
general prosperity of the Institution of which we are mutually members. 

Yours, fraternally, 

George K. Teflon, 

P. G. Sec., G. L. Texas. 
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THE CHERUBIM * 

The mind of man is so constituted, as to be always thirsting for im- 
provement ; and though, in consequence of the abuse of our faculties, 
age comes prematurely upon “many, there are others, who, like Caleb, 
feel not the dimness of vision, or the decrepitude of nature, but are, as it 
were, in an instant taken away in the midst of an evil world, and trans- 
planted to another and better soil. 

He who pampers his body, and clouds his faculties by intemperance, 
denies himself the real pleasures of life ; while he who “ gives to God 
each moment as it flies,” is sensible of the aspirations of his soul for 
eternity ; and so far from being discouraged by difficulties, recognises in 
those difficulties the truth 6f the statement, that here we 44 see but in 
part.” 

In this present state of being our faculties are but in their infancy ; 
41 hereafter we shall know, even as we are known.” Humility, then, in 
approaching “ the deep things” of God, is the best frame wherein to con- 
tinue on this side the grave ; let us thank him for what we know, and 
wait patiently the fruition of knowledge in an after state. 

Something we know of God, and for that something we are indebted 
to His revelation ; for we should not, and could not, have discovered it of 
ourselves. He created us ; and the worm of earth who questions why 
this earth is not to be the scene of man’s matured state of existence, is 
guilty of rebellion against the King of Kings. 

We are indebted to the law of Moses for several of those approaches 
to Deity which have comforted the hearts of many in the retirements of 
the closet. The symbol of the Cherubim is full of instruction, and the 
spurious symbol of the calves erected by Jeroboam, may show us what it 
really was. 

It certainly was not an image of Deity, for it is described as under the 
God of Israel. In other places, God is said to dwell between the Cheru- 
bim, and as “ riding upon a Cherub.” 

As the Holy of Holies is explained by St. Paul as the figure of heaven, 
we may do well to consider in what way the spirits of Heaven are em- 


*The learned Brother Rev. Dr. Oliver, in bis erudite work on the “ Historical landmarks 
of Freemasonry,” says : “The Cherubim are considered of such importance to the system 
of Freemasonry, that their component parts are exhibited in the official semi of, I believe, all 
the Grand Lodges in the world. In that of the Grand Lodge of England, the two large 
Cherubim of Solomon are its supporters, and* the four figures are impaled with the Ma- 
sons’ Arms on the field. The crest is the Ark of the Covenant, on which the Cherubim are 
again represented as hovering over the mercy seat, to form the superb throne of the 
Deity.”— [Ed. Mas. 
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ployed ; and of this we cannot entertain a doubt, as the heavenly chorus 
is known to us : “ Thou, (the Lamb) wast slain, and hast redeemed us 
to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation.” 

This ascription of praise strikes the mind with great force, when in 
proportion as we become acquainted with people hitherto unknown to us, 
we see human sacrifices observed (as by the Khoonds of Ghoorusur, near 
Ganjan), and are certified that, in some way or other, it is an acknow- 
ledged fact, go where you will, that mankind consider the shedding of 
blood to be efficacious in propitiating Deity. 

We will not dwell upon this at any length, but refer the reader to the 
pious labors of Dr. Oliver, and leave it to the candid judgment to say, 
whether or not a universal religion did or did not exist in patriarchal 
times, and whether or not the customs we are daily becoming acquaint- 
ed with, are not the imitations of what was once clear and pertinent. 

A soldier does not question the wisdom of his General, but acts in obe- 
dience to his orders, and the soldier of the Great Captain of Salvation 
acts in like manner. His Sovereign has a right to place him where he 
will. The Jews ejected the Canaanites, not for their own righteousness, 
but because God willed it. The followers of Mahomet have overrun the 
Seven Churches of Asia, not for their goodness, but because God willed 
it. In either case we cannot impugn the justice of the Great Architect, 
who we may be sure never punishes without reason, or unless the recip- 
ients of privileges have abused those privileges. Here, we see in part ; 
hereafter, wp shall know all things. 

Returning, then, from the apparent digression — but which is so far rele- 
vant as that it may lead us to see the appropriateness of the Cherubic 
Symbol to every nation under Heaven — we infer that the duty of beatific 
spirits in Heaven is analogous to the use for which the Cherubim were 
designed on earth. 

Ascriptions of praise formed their anthem above ; so in the Holy of 
Holies, or figure of Heaven, the image of the Cherubim was intended to 
convey an idea to man of that divine attribute of Deity, mercy ; and in 
what more appropriate way could it be portrayed than by describing on his 
footstool the great features of redemption ? In condescension to our finite 
capacity, and to assist us in conceiving somewhat of Deity, we read of 
his repenting of his decrees, of his raising his arm, of his planting his 
foot, and so forth. In like manner, “ The chariots of God are twenty- 
thousand, even thousands of angels.” In one of these, “ a chariot of fire, 
and horses of fire,” was Elijah translated to Heaven ; and in 1 Chroni- 
cles, xxviii. 18, we read of, 44 the chariot of the Cherubim.” 
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What, then, were the Cherubim? They were not angels, as the 11th 
verse of chapter v. and vii. of Revelations, plainly indicates. They were 
“ living creatures” (or figures of them,) intended to show what is the na- 
ture of angels, who are the minisiering spirits of God. The union of the 
man, the lion* the ox, and the eagle, shows their understanding, their 
power, their patient ministration, their swiftness in executing the com- 
mands of the Most High. Such is the explanation given by the pious and 
talented Brother, Dr. Oliver — a solution of a difficulty which must interest 
us, if we reflect on their continued agency to this hour, and the duty to 
be performed by them at the Great Assize. These “ living creatures” 
were intended, aZso, to give an idea of the redemption of man from the 
effects of the Fall. When the Ark moved, Moses exclaimed, 44 Rise up 
Jehovah !” whose presence “ the glory” indicated, and the emblems de- 
scribed his attributes as redeeming man, the lord of the brute creation, by 
the incarnate Deity. The eagle, lion and ox represented the noblest ani- 
mals, and man their lord, all paying obeisance to the Lord of All . The 
car moved of itself — 44 the spirit was in the wheels” — 44 they turned not,” 
because in God is 4< no variableness or shadow of turning.” 

The “ living creatures” were “ in the midst of the throne, and round 
about the throne ;” they formed its basement or support, somewhat as in 
our times the achievements of the great are represented by supporters 
either on the sides or pediment of the shield. 

Such are the glorious quarterings of the Masonic escutchoon, and its 
motto : “ Resurgam.” 


Aw Anecdote. — Mayor Spencer had quite a time of it yesterday. An 
Irish woman and her husband were brought up for fighting and drunkenness, 
and upon bis ordering the woman to the 4 Lock-up,’ she raised her hands in 
an imploring attitude, and nearing him, quickly threw her arms most lovingly 
around his Honor’s neck, to the infinite amusement of all, crying out, 44 How 
can yer be so cruel to yer own dear sister-in-law ! for sure Fm that ! Wasn’t 
my first husband a Mason, yer Honor’s a Mason, an’ of course yer brothers, 
an’ aint I yer sister-in-law, sure. Och, my nate dear relation, how kin ye be 
so hard hearted ?” Then she gave his Honor a most burning kiss, throwing 
his hair into a whirlwind of confusion, and it was as much as two men could 
do to tear the loving, warm hearted woman from his Honor’s neck.— Cindn- 
naH ( Ohio) Com . Adv. 
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ON THE POWER OF GRAND LODGES. 

FOB THE FREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE, BY BB. GEORGE K. TEULON. 

Some difference of opinion seemingly exists amongst Masons as to the extent 
of the jurisdiction of Grand Lodges. This I am extremely sorry to perceive. It 
cannot lead to any real benefit to our Institution, but may possibly lead to much 
evil Union is strength — schism is always injurious. The Grand Lodges are 
supreme representative bodies, whose duty it is to legislate for the benefit of 
the Craft within their jurisdiction, and should it unfortunately happen that any of 
their edicts prove detrimental to the interests of the subordinate Lodges, they are 
nevertheless bound to obey such edict or law, (unless the same be in violation of 
the constitutions or landmarks of Freemasonry,) so long as it remains unrepealed. 
If the majority deem it injurious, they have the power in their own hands — let 
them elect officers who, as their representatives, will vote for its being rescinded : 
if necessary let them be instructed so to do. What, permit me to inquire of 
those Brethren who assume the right of obeying or disobeying the laws promul- 
gated by the Grand Lodges according as it them pleaseth^ would be the state of 
society were the nation at large to assume the same pcsition they have done, and 
judge of the use, propriety, and justice of the several jaws passed by Congress, 
and obey or violate them at pleasure ? All would^soon be anarchy — there would 
be neither law nor order iq the land. If every individual is allowed to set him- 
self up as a judge and legislator, it is useless to have either a Grand Lodge or a 
Congress, and the expense were better saved. Common sense advocates the ad- 
vantage resulting to communities from placing a governing power somewhere, 
else individuals would never have formed themselves into communities and or- 
ganized governments. A people without a government is a mere mob. A gov- 
ernment without power to enforce the laws necessary for the good of the gov- 
erned, or a majority thereof, would be an absurdity and would soon fall into its 
original chaotic state, owing to its own incompetency. The minority should 
ever yield to the will of the majority for the harmony of the whole. 

In the “ Ancient Charges” of the Order, to which every Master of a Lodge 
gives his assent previous to his Installation, I find the following words : — 

“ 5thly. You agree to hold in veneration the original rulers and patrons of the 
Order of Freemasonry, and their regular successors, supreme and subordinate, 
according to their stations ; and to submit to the awards and resolutions of your 
Brethren in general Lodge convened, in every ease, consistent with the Consti- 
tutions of the Order.” 

" lOthly. You promise to pay homage to the Grand Master for the time be- 
ing, and to his officers when duly Installed, and strictly to conform to every edict 
of the Grand Lodge.” 

These promises are surely intended for something more than a mere idle for- 
mula of words, or they never would have been required to be made. They were 
and are intended to be binding on the party^making them. If the Brethren at 
the time they made them, did so, only for form sake, and without intent to abide 
by them, they had better keep such confession to themselves least others should 
deem them unprincipled. If they made these promises in good faith, as I trust 
and believe they did, they surely have forgotten them, or else it roust be that 
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they argue against their own judgment solely from a love of argument, when 
they contend that Grand Lodges are only advisatory bodies, and have no 
power to pass laws or edicts for the governance of the Graft. They forget that 
even its recommendation should be regarded by them as an edict and obeyed as 
such — provided, the same is not in violation of the laws of the land in which they 
live or subversive of the landmarks of the Order. If they do not obey them, 
certainly they do not submit u to the Resolutions of their Brethren in general 
Lodge convened,” nor do they yield respect “ to the Grand Master for the time 
being, and to his officers duly Installed, and strictly conform to every edict of 
the Grand Lodge.” 

It is in my opinion useless for us to discuss in this place what are and what are 
not the landmarks of the Order. The landmarks are pointed out by the Consti- 
tutions and by the ancient customs of the Institution. Of these latter the Grand 
Lodges are the sole judges* Were every subordinate Lodge and Brother allow- 
ed to judge and determine of these matters for themselves, it would create end- 
less confusion, and Masonry would become a second Babel. 


THE FRATERNITY IN CONNECTICUT. 

Hartford, CL, July, 1844. 

Br. Moore : — I have not yet had opportunity to attend the meeting of many 
Masonic bodies in this State ; but I believe the Order is steadily rising and ac- 
quiring strength. The opposition it formerly met with was severe, — it reached 
through different channels — its power was felt in the Church, and at the ballot- 
box, and some of the household who felt its unholy influence are yet fearful of its 
fury. 

Many of the former members hesitate to join in the labors of the Lodge, or to 
enrol themselves among the true and faithful. Some of the active members too, 
are fearful of arousing the old leaven of wickedness by giving public notice of 
their meetings. They dread lest the usual publicity would cause a renewal of 
hostilities against the Institution, and their own reputations. To avoid this they 
refuse to have printed notices of their meetings circulated, and require the proper 
officer to give verbal notice of time and place of meeting. I do not believe the 
good of Masonry is promoted by this timidity. Brethren from abroad, when visit- 
ing the city, know nothing of the meetings, and of course cannot attend. Many 
excellent men would readily unite themselves with the Order, if they knew that 
it was alive, and that its meetings were regularly held. We are required to 
practice prudence, but we are not required to be prudes, and for one 1 am not 
afraid to have it known that I attend the meetings of a Masonic Lodge, and advo- 
cate the principles therein inculcated. If by such an open, honest and fearless 
course, I must acquire enemies, or lose my chances of political elevation, so be it. 
The fear of such a disaster shall not cadse me to absent myself from Lodge, — 
to swerve from duty to the Institution, nor conceal from the multitude the fact 
that I am a working Mason. Let it be known that we are Masons — that we 
meet and labor as such, and that we have full confidence in the principles of 
42 
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Masonry, that they will triumph over all opposition, and live to bless the chil- 
dren of those who wage an unholy warfare against such as dare to be Masons. 
To our Brethren in Hartford, I would say, arise, let your light shine — hang out 
your banner — be no longer fearful It is not needfiil that ye be so at this day of 
liberty and progress, but rather that your conduct be Masonic, and that you show 
your attachment to Masonry by an enlightened and ardent zeal to promote a know- 
ledge and practice of its sacred principles. Do this by precept and example : 
Let the world know that you are Masons — and that you are not idle drones — but 
active working Masons, and the world will ere long frown upon the foul streams 
of opposition that would tarnish the lustre of our Institution, or injure our reputa- 
tions, for no other reason .than that of our adherence to principles which shall 
live to triumph over selfishness and bloated bigotry, and carry blessings ,to hu- 
manity. We can live down this dark spirit — this fiend-like opposition, and 
therefore we need not fear its power. As well might our enemies attempt to 
control old ocean’s waves, or stop man's progressive career, as to check the diffu- 
sion of the heaven-born principles of Freemasonry. Arouse then, with diligence 
to duty, nor hesitate to let the whole community know your attachment to our 
ancient and honorable Institution. 

“ Let madmen invade us, and scribblers degrade ns, 

And all the black engines of malice combine ; 

Though hell and her furies turn judges and juries, 

With innocent lustre the Order will shine, 

Like rocks in the ocean,* we'll fear not the motion, 

Of waves which attack us in foaming career ; 

With truth and discretion, we’ll still make progression, 

And leave all the envy of fools in the rear.” a. c. 


ON MORAL AND SCIENTIFIC LECTURES IN 

LODGES. 

To the Editor of the Freemasons' Monthly Magazine, 

Brother : — Will you, at the request of a Brother, devote a few pages in 
your invaluable periodical to the discussion of the question — “ Would it not ad- 
vance the prosperity and usefulness of our Institution to encourage the delirery 

of MORAL AND SCIENTIFIC LECTURES in OUr Lodges ? 

I believe all of us admit, that the superstructure of Freemasonry, as banded 
down from remote ages, is based on Geometry and the other sciences. Our 
u Lodges” were intended as places of instruction. “ Light” is but another term 
for knowledge. We endeavor to impress on the minds of our younger Brethren 
the importance of mental culture, and we enjoin our older Brethren to diffuse 
u Light,” so far as they are capable, among the less informed. Such being the 
facts of the case, I am decidedly of opinion that it is a duty encumbent on us, as 
members of the Masonic Fraternity, to employ every means at our disposal to 
enlighten ourselves and Brethren, on all subjects connected with K the principles 
and origin of our noble and ancient Order ; carrying out, as far as we can, the 
probable intention of its founders. Judging from the several emblems used, no 
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doubt can exist, but that the attainment and general diffusion of u Light,” or 
knowledge, among the initiated, was one of the principal objects they had in 
view. This is further proven by the terms employed to distinguish the different 
Degrees — Entered Apprentice, Fellow-Craft and Master. “ Entered Apprentice,” 
means one who is entered or beginning to learn. “ Fellow-Craft” signifies a 
something learnt and applied. M Master” implies a capability to teach or to di- 
rect instruction. Formerly none were entitled to the title of “ Master,” unless 
duly chosen to preside over a Lodge ; and the Brother selected for that distin- 
guished station, we are told in the ancient Constitutions of Freemasonry, is to be 
“some eminent scholar, or some curious architect, or other artist, descended of 
honest parents, and who is of singular great merit” But alas how often do we 
find “ Masters” of the present day, deemed “ bright” Masons for their parrot-like 
qualities, totally incapable of imparting knowledge, or diffusing w light,” to the 
members around them 1 ; — they may be acquainted with the names of the sciences, 
but there, their information ceases. Amongst the emblems of Freemasonry, I find 
the u rough and perfect ashler* occupying prominent places. The “ rough ashler” is 
an unhewn stone, rough and unpolished as when first removed from the quarries ; 
and is typical of the mind of man in its rude and natural state, uneducated, un- 
governed, unenlightened. The “ perfect ashler,” is a stone, modeled, polished 
and adorned by the skill and industry of the Craftsman, and is illustrative of the 
mihd of man in its perfect state — when, by the assistance of a mental and moral 
education, all the faculties have been improved, the virtues cherished, the pas- 
sions curbed, and, in fine, the intellectual part of man modeled, polished and 
adorned. Then may we truly compare the M perfect ashler” to the mind of a 
well educated man in the decline of years, after a life regular and well-spent, 
devoted to acts of piety, virtue and mental culture, which will bear the inspec- 
tion of the Chief Overseer, and pass his “ Square” on that day when the Work 
of aU must be brought up for approval or rejection. 

We are, as Fellow-Crafts, introduced, by name, to the arts and sciences ; but 
there, I am sorry to say, the acquaintance most generally ends, instead of ripen- 
ing into intimacy. Geometry, we are told, M forms the basis of Freemasonry,”* 
and our attention is especially directed to its study ; — but unfortunately no steps 
are taken by the Lodges to see that the recommendation be carried into effect, 
or to assist the initiated in his studies. Such should be done : and I hold it to 
be a high and responsible duty, on the part of every member of the Masonic Fra- 
ternity, to dispense light to his less informed Brother, and to advocate the truths 
of knowledge. To attain this end, no better method suggests itself to my mind, 
than by the frequent delivery of lectures in our Lodges, calculated, by their 
* moral and scientific tendency, to improve the mind and to develope its intellec- 
tual and moral powers. 

I hope these desultory remarks may induce some abler Brother to investigate 
this subject and discuss its merits ; “ truth” and “ light” being my object ' 

Fraternally yours, 

e. k. t. 


♦Trestle- Board, p. 38. 
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APPEAL OF THE G. LODGE OF LOUISIANA, 

TO THE PUBLIC, IN ANSWER TO AN ARTICLE IN THE Cl PROPAGATEUR CATHO- 
LIQUE,” PUBLISHED AT N. ORLEANS. 

[Translated from the French for this Magazine.] 

The “ Propagateur Catbolique” of the 12th March, published, under the head of 
“ Scandalous Profanation” a letter, apparently anonymous, containing a series of 
questions directed to the Editor, and the replies which he has thought proper to 
make. It being a direct attack against the Masonic Institution and against some 
of its principal officers in the State of Louisiana, the Grand Lodge deemed it 
important to hold a special meeting to consider the subject, and it was convened 
on the 17th. 

It was considered needless to make the inquiry if the letter emanated from any 
correspondent of that Journal. It was enough that the editor endorsed it by the 
manner in which he gave it publicity, and that, consequently, he as well as its au- 
thor, is held for whatever is reprehensible in its language and has assumed all the 
responsibility which rests with a writer who has violated the bounds of decency, 
has debased himself, and rendered himself amenable to the severest inflictions 
These articles are so unjust, outrageous and perfidious in their exposition of the 
motives of an innocent institution, that it would seem to be the aim of the author 
to have collected every thing gross and false in relation to the subject, for the 
purpose of inducing public animadversion, so that the reader is led naturally to in- 
quire the circumstances which were connected with the event, in order to be sat- 
isfied whether in some of its details there may not be some pretext for the seri- 
ous charges which have been made ; something at least to excuse the acerbity and 
virulence of the accusations, and also to learn the character of the man who, as 
editor of the paper, has exhibited so much malice, acrimony and hatred in his un- 
provoked attack. This exposition the Grand Lodge has deemed it incumbent up- 
on itself to make. 

The following are the facts in relation to the first inquiry : 

A corporation regularly constituted by the laws of the State, a Lodge, w Le Fo- 
yer Muconnique,” forms a plan to erect a tomb os a burial place for its catholic 
'members. A spot of ground is selected which is a port of. the cemetery belong- 
ing to that congregation, and a regular application for this purpose, is made to the 
wardens of the church of St. Louis, to whom our Legislature in their wisdom) 
have especially and exclusively entrusted the administration of its revenues, 
those who include in their number the Rev. M. Back, Curate Of the Cathedral. 
The bargain is concluded in the presence of this ecclesiastic without a dissent- 
ing voice — and in order that the ceremony may be imposing and more solemn 
in its character, the Grand Master and Grand officers are invited to lay the comer 
stone ot the mausoleum. The invitation is accepted, and the ceremony performed. 
The Grand Master, (the orator on the occasion,) delivers an address illustrating the 
philanthropy which has originated the projected measure, giving additional force 
to the Masonic tie, which even death could not hereafter sever — so that the ashes 
of those who were called by the endearing name of Brothers and were loved in 
life, should finally mingle in one common sepulchre. Not a word is uttered which 
the severest moralist could censure, nor aught against the precepts or doctrines 
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of religion ; nothing which the chastest ear might not listen to ; nothing which 
hearts, the most pious and pure, might not receive as the lessons of wisdom or the 
maxims of virtue ; nothing contravening the sanctity of the spot — where death 
with its gloomy accompaniments reigns — where the contemplation of Eternity 
and the feelings and thoughts forced on the mind by the gloom of the grave, el- 
evates it to the sovereign arbiter of the Universe, to the Supreme Judge, who, in 
his infinite justice, will dispense to the evil and the good, according to their works. 

Let us now consider the second part of the inquiry. The editor of the “ Prop- 
agateur Catholique” is one of those whose mission is all of peace, conciliation, 
affection and charity — an ambassador in this vale of misery and death, 
of the God ®f pity and clemency, a disciple of the Redeemer of the world who 
while here on earth, taught forgiveness and pardon of injuries ; his duty is to teach 
the doctrines of the Gospel, those doctrines so soothing to the wounded spirit I 
If in such a manner should he speak to us, how easily would it find access to our 
hearts, and quicken that faith which enlivens hope and opens the portals to heaven. 

Here many questions and reflections naturally arise. A sentiment of deep and 
bitter regret is forced on the mind, and we ask, is it possible that the author can 
be a minister of the altar ; a dispenser of that sacred bread with which the Great 
Shepherd feeds his flock ; a follower of the Lamb, without spot or blemish, who 
came to expiate the sins of the human race, and whose infinite goodness offers a 
balm for all woes, a cure for every wound; in fine, the mediator between heaven 
and earth, — can imprecations and calumnies proceed from such a source ? How dare 
he to stigmatize as " a base and flagrant derision of Catholicity,” a ceremony so 
pious and touching, and in which there was not even a sentiment unworthy of a 
true follower of Jesus Christ? How can he have the effrontery to designate “as 
deserving the stigma of all honest men, of every religious creed,” an act so im- 
pressive and solemn in its character, that it commanded the breathless attention of 
all present, whether Masons or not, and caused such tears of tenderness to flow as 
fall not from the wicked or impious. What! An association in open day takes pos- 
session of a property legally acquired; they are in the natural exercise of a right 
guaranteed by the laws ; they gather together solemnly to fix the spot where the 
mortal remains of their children will be deposited, and at the same time when 
this sacred duty is fulfiled, they are insulted and outraged by one who has- 
breathed the air of toleration and liberty, and who, moreover, is invested with that 
solemn office of administering at God’s holy altar ! 

" “ Can such rancour fill the minds of the devout ?” 

The Grand Lodge having two points necessary to be established with as much 
precision as possible — considered whether it was consonant with its dignity to do 
any thing in this matter, which should show that it had taken any cognizance of 
these writings. Some who took^part in the discussion thought that the silence of 
contempt should be the only weapon to be opposed to such disgusting diatribes : 
others, that it would be sufficient to send to the author a list of the members of the 
society, and if not wholly destitute of the sentiment of justice, the inspection alone of 
the document would force him to the conviction, that it is not in such an association 
that the profane, the impious, those who in fact should be held up to the public exe- 
cration, are to be found : that he would there witness the names of those whom 
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the suffrages of their fellow-citizens have often called to the highest, the most 
eminent offices, and that if it be true that the voice of the people be the voice of 
God, he might perhaps comprehend that there would be a considerable share of 
temerity on his part to continue any longer to tarnish the reputation of those, 
whom an enlighted and orderly population honors by its esteem and confidence : 
but the majority were of opinion, that to be silent, when thus called to the bar of 
public opinion, would be to avow some degree of culpability, and that the Grand 
Lodge could not, without compromising her high station, thus bend under the 
presence of calumny and vile imputation. 

Yet, in thus deciding on a reply, the Grand Lodge do not wish to enter into a 
polemic with an adversary with a press at his disposal, while the # expenses of 
a defence must be met from its funds. They wish only that the public should 
know the truth of the facts connected with this pitiful aggression and the princi- 
ples professed by this Freemasonry, so outrageously defamed. They are aware, 
and acknowledge, that at spme period long since, and in a state of civilization 
very different from the present, the Court of Rome has more than once fulmina- 
ted an excommunication against the Masonic Order. They are not called upon 
at this time to pronounce upon the merits of those acts. They are a party in the 
action and the conclusion might be questionable. They state only the fact, and 
that, since the human mind, whose progress is aver onward, has unfolded the truth, 
great revolutions have taken place, ancient prejudices have disappeared before 
the light of reason, overthrown antiquated errors, dissipated the darkness which 
obscured the horizon, and as the rich lessons of experience were unrolled during 
the lapse of years, and nought immoral or irreligious in the doctrines of this Asso- 
ciation ever appeared — it was thought that the decree of the Holy See had fallen 
into desuetude, — extinguished by the mere lapse of time. It was thought not at 
all probable that in the 19th century, in the land of Washington and Franklin, in 
this happy country where the various sects all flourish under the protection of a 
government, the protector of all, that any would desire to revive the flames of the 
inquisition, re-establish the reign of iutolerance, rekindle the extinguished fires, 
and in the name of the God of mercy, again renew those thunders whose effects 
were formerly so fatal, but which the hand of reason has since rendered, if not 
wholly powerless, at least feeble. 

It could not be credited that the ministers of the Son of God, who said to his 
disciples — “ Give : that whic|i you give on earth, shall be recompensed to you in 
heaven,” — should arrogate to themselves the right of exiling from consecrated 
ground, — of refusing even a resting place to their Brethren in Jesus Christ, whose 
remains were followed to their last abode, by the benedictions and tears of the 
indigent and afflicted whom they had assisted and relieved. It was hoped on 
the contrary, that a society, whose benevolence is not only a sentiment, but a 
duty, was not unworthy of admission into the communion of Christians, of those 
to whom charity is one of the first of the heart’s duties, one of the most sacred of 
all obligations. What crime has been committed by the association to deprive 
it of that protection to which all classes, even the humblest, were entitled ? It 
is known to the world that the great aim and effort of Masons, the object of their 
most ardent vows, is to make of the human species but one family, to reunite 
men of every religious creed, and of every land, under the same banner, erablaz- 
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oned on which are these duties imposed by the doctrines of Masonry : industry, 
patience, obedience, love of one’s country, fidelity, beneficence, virtue, wisdom, 
lkith, hope, love, God and eternity. A conception of vast extent in truth, but 
noble, beautiful, sublime, and projected for results the most brilliant and glorious. 
Initiated into the existence of a design so immense, let any one figure to him- 
self, that this being encouraged and developed by those who have no doubt that 
this great work is to be accomplished, all united by the same obligations, anima- 
ted by the same desires, tending to the same ends, intimately connected with 
each other — and he could at once judge what charm and intensity must be gene- 
rated by a friendship contracted under such auspices! We ask then, that with 
such feeling? of both heart and mind, is it not natural that we should feel the 
necessity of perpetuating a bond which is for us such a rich source of joy and 
happiness, and that even in rendering up our last sighs, we should not experience 
an emotion of satisfaction, that we shall sleep our last sleep near to those whose 
affections were ours in life ? Under the influence of this sentiment, no one of com- 
mon sensibility could object, that the members of the “ Foyer Maconnique” should 
commence the plan of having a common sepulchre ; it is under this influence that 
the spot of earth was acquired, and when they openly proclaim the use to which 
they wish to consecrate it — the cry is “scandal” and “ profanation !” But why 
is it scandalous, why profane ? Admit that even the progress of knowledge has 
been insufficient to render the excommunication against Freemasons null and 
void, still will any one assert that the locality was such as to constitute a case of 
profanation ? Shall Masons be placed in a situation worse than the leprous and 
the pestiferous, and shall a contact with them be deemed pernicious, even 
before they have occupied it ? At least do not cry out “ scandal and profana- 
tion,” until one of those is to be inhumed whom you seek to debase below the 
brutes. Because the Masons have selected the Catholic cemetry, can this in 
itself be a scandalous profanation of the sanctity of the place? It should be 
remembered that the friends, relatives and fathers of most of those who are to 
contribute to the erection of this Mausoleum, repose in that same asylum, which 
they are accused of wishing to profane ; and that, in thus desiring to unite their 
ashes with those of their Brethren by adoption, they could not, without violence 
to their feelings, consent, that their tombs should be separated far from the spot 
where those from whom they derived their existence, those who directed their 
course from the dawn of life, those to whom they were bound by the strongest 
natural ties, repose. Is not the selection of that spot rather a silent tribute of 
respect to the Catholic religion ? If so, how can any reconcile the duties of 
Christian and priest with that asperity, which repels those who are represented as 
without the pale of the Church, when in the very performance of an act which 
would seem to indicate an approval to its bosom — shame ! 

The Grand Lodge has now completed its duty — it has made known the truth, 
the whole truth. It has unfolded openly and honestly the banner of the Order, 
so that all, by reading tbe motto, may understand the principles of Freemasoniy, 
and the doctrines taught to her followers. Then, let intolerance agitate and lash 
itself into rage — let calumny and hate distil their poisons— and fanaticism yell 
and threaten. Tranquil under the shield of the laws which protect it, and under 
the control of which, it will find safety and repose — it will calmly and patiently 
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await the decision of a judicious and impartial public, having full confidence and 
faith in the old adage, “ the voice of the people is the voice of God.* 

By order of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana. F. Verbier, 

Grand Secretary. 


PRAYER AND FUNERAL SERMON. 

[The late anniversary of the nativity of St John the Baptist, was selected by 
the Brethren of Natchez, Mississippi, as a proper occasion on which to notice the 
death of the late Grand Master, M. W. Samuel W. Vaitnatta, and the Grand 
Chaplain, Rev. Thomas C. Cropper, of the Grand Lodge of that State. Our 
correspondent writes as follows : “ The Prayer was by the venerable Dr. Tooley, 
one of the oldest and brightest Masons in the country. I think you will be 
pleased with both the Prayer and the Discourse. The day was one of great 
interest to the Fraternity, and scarcely less so to the public. Our procession was 
imposing — the Bible was borne by Christopher Mellen, Esq., now nearly 80 
years of age ; the Chnrch was crowded, the music excellent, the services solemn 
and impressive, and the seed sown on that day, it is hoped and doubtless will, 
bring forth good fruit.” The Prayer and Sermon are published at the request of 
the Lodges in Natchez.] 

PRAYER. 

BY P. G. MASTER HENRY TOOLEY, ACTING GRAND CHAPLAIN. 

We come into thy presence, O Jehovah, the high and holy one who inhabiteth 
eternity, to offer up our humble and hearty thanks for thy good providence to- 
wards 11 s, in bringing us safely through another year, to see this returning festival 
of St. John Baptist, the fore-runner of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We 
thank thee for preserving us thus far from the many dangers, diseases, and death, 
that have been around, and in the midst of us ; — we thank thee for all the com- 
forts and blessings of life, but above all for thy inestimable love to us in our 
redemption from sin by our Lord Jesus Christ; — for the means of grace; — for 
religious and civil liberty ; — and the hope of happiness and immortality in the 
world to come. But in the midst of all these blessings for time and for eternity, 
we have to confess before thee, that we have sinned against heaven and in thy 
sight ; — we have broken thy commands ; — we have neglected our duties, and 
have been unthankful for all thy dealings of mercy with us. Will it please thee, 
O thou creator, preserver aud redeemer of men, to forgive us all our sins and 
misdoings that are past ; to cleanse our hearts from all unrighteousness ; create 
us anew in Christ Jesus, that we may henceforth live to the honor and glory of 
thy name. 

Will it please Thee, our Heaveuly Father, to bless us thy Craftsmen, who have 
assembled in this thy house to commemorate St John Baptist, one of the ancient 
patrons of our Order — O may the doctrine of repentance which he preached, 
sink deep into every heart, that all may thereby be prepared for faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, without which no one can be saved; baptize us with the spirit sent 
down from heaven ; fill our hearts with divine love ; give us a conscience void of 
offence towards God, and towards man ; and if neeid be, like our holy patron, Jay 
down our lives as martyrs for truth, and our holy religion. 

We have also here assembled, most merciful Goo, to perform the last offices 
of respect and honor to our deceased Grand Master, and our Grand Chaplain, 
whom thou hast been pleased to' remove from the earthly to the heavenly Grand 
Lodge. Deeply impress, we pray thee, upon every heart here present the uncer- 
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taint? of human life — the certainty of death ; — that in an unexpected moment we 
may be summoned before the judgment seat of the judge of all the earth ; grant us, 
we beseech thee our Father and our God, to feel the necessity of repentance for 
our sins — a true conversion of our souls to thee ; the witness of thy spirit ; — 
such piety and such grace, that all of us may know our acceptance with God in 
Christ Jesus, and have a sure and certain hope of life, and happiness beyond the 
grave. 

Bless, we pray thee, our heavenly Grand Master, all the Craftsmen of every 
degree now in thy presence, with grace and ability to keep in repair the spirit- 
ual and mystic temple ; to continue a royal priesthood ; to keep up a holy and 
peculiar people. O may we all become living stones, hewed, squared, polished 
and marked, for the house of God, the spiritual temple of the new Jerusalem — to 
have the approbation of the Chief Overseer, receive the wages, and have the 
salutation given to good men and true, as workmen who need not be ashamed at 
the day of the grand convocation, when the good and true shall be admitted into 
the presence of the Grand Master, and all faithless men, and traitors, expelled the 
Lodge forever. Save thy Craftsmen, O Thou Great Master Builder, from sin in 
every form ; from intemperance in every degree ; from allurements of the world 
and of the flesh ; from all injustice and covetousness ; from all craftiness, and 
every device of the wicked one; and from self-righteousness and self-depend- 
ence. O give thy Craftsmen grace to obtain and practice the best gifts; to be 
guarded and watchful, that when the Grand Master calls for us we shall be ready 
to obey his summons. 

And when the earthly temples of our bodies shall be taken down, grant, thou 
God over all blessed for evermore, that the precious materials may be conveyed 
to the celestial city, again to be builded in that temple not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens ; where thou shalt preside, and dispense to thy people 
light, and life and love, at the grand convocation that shall never, never close. 
Amen — so mote it be. 


FUNERAL SERMON. 

BY COMP. R * V . SAMUEL W. IFI11. 

11 For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were, dissolved, we haves 
building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 2 Cor. v. 1 . 

The Scriptures are peculiarly appropriate in the imagery selected to illustrate 
the place of happiness prepared for the faithful. In the text it is called “ a build- 
ing of God, a house not made with hands eternal in the heavens” How cheer- 
iug is the reflection to the way-worn pilgrim, amid his toils and sufferings that 
there is rest for him at home. 

The universe may properly be considered the temple of the Almighty, in which 
his transcendent glory is richly and sublimely displayed. His divine perfections 
are engraved upon every part of this immeasurable building, from the pedestals to 
the capitals of its vast pillars— over which the mysterious grandeur of eternity 
burns with incomprehensible sublimity. Yet there is something of deeper inter- 
est to intelligences. God himself is the proper object of devout adoration, — he has 
provided largely for the intellectual and moral enjoyments of his rational crea- 
tures. In both these views the subject thrills and overwhelms the mind. 

The works of nature in all their vast proportions, and minute adjustments, de- 
clare the illimitable skill and infinite wisdom of the Great Builder of all things. 
Every arrangement of this immense system bears the impress of its author. His 
wisdom and skill are indicated to man by the wonderful variety of effects pro- 
duced by the combination of apparently few causes. 

The magnitude of his works impress the mind with his Almighty power ; wojlds 
and systems of worlds crowd upon the observing mind, until the far distant ne- 
bulae — clouds of worlds — compel it, wearied and overcome, to sink back into itself, 
acknowledging,— “Lo, these are parts of his ways, but how little a portion is 
known of him, and the thupder of his power who can understand !” 

A* 
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When we turn our attention from the immense machineiy of the universe, to 
our earth, there is every thing to interest and enchant us, save the physical and 
moral condition of man. The snow clad mountains — the tumultuous deep — the 
thundering cataract— the raging volcano— the meandering river— the murmuring 
rivulet — the hill and dale — the mighty tempest— the gentle zephyr — the falling 
phower — the evening dew, all manifest the perfections of the Divine Mind. 

Man was created in the image of his God, to walk in his ways, and to bask 
in the light of his countenance ; but alas, in the fearful hour of temptation, he 
swerved from the path of rectitude and involved his race' in sin aud despair. 
But human nature in ruins is not devoid of interest. Amidst the darkness of the 
calamity, God did not relax his claims upon man to devotion, but instituted means 
to remedy the evil, and bring him again into communion with himself. Hence 
the promise, the call of Abraham, the giving of the law, the erection of the taber- 
nacle, and the building of the temple ; all of which were designed to point out 
the claims of heaven upon man, and indicate to him how he might successfully 
approach his God. The building of the temple was projected _hy the pious king 
David, and completed by his son. The design of the enterprise was to advance 
the worship of the true God. It, was to exhibit on a more enlarged scale than 
the tabernacle, those glorious types and scenic representations of “ good things 
to come,” until the Lord of the temple himself should come, and lead the way into 
the upper sanctuary. And also to invite by its very name and glory, the people 
of all nations to come and worship the true God. So great and important was 
the undertaking, that David was constrnined to say from the piety of his heart, 
“who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly 
after this sort ? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 
For we are strangers before thee, as were all our fathers ; our days on the earth 
are as a shadow, and there is none abiding. O Lord our God, all this store that 
we have prepared to build thee a house for thine holy name cometh of thy hand, 
and is all thine own. I know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, and hast 
pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of my heart I have wil 
lingly offered all these things ; and now have I seen with joy thy people, which 
are present here, to offer willingly unto thee. O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and 
of Israel, our fathers, keep this forever in the imagination of the thoughts of the 
heart of thy people, and prepare their heart unto thee.” 1 Chron. xxix. 14, 18. 

It was not merely the idea of a gorgeous temple that inspired David to project, 
and his son to accomplish, so grand a design. It was the honor of their God, and 
their devotion to his cause. In fact, important lessons were to be learned from 
the temple. In it was the mercy seat, instructing guilty man that he must ap- 
proach his Maker through mediation, figuring thereby Jesus Christ, the mediator 
between God and man, encouraging the penitent to come boldly unto a throne of 
grace, to obtain mercy and fiad grace to help in time of need. 

It also shadowed forth the time of which our Saviour speaks, “ The hour com- 
eth and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and 
in truth,” when his Church should be the house of prayer for all people. As it is 
said, “And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hills ; and all nations shall flow unto it. And, many people shall go and say 
come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house* 5f the God 
of Jacob ; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths; for 
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 
Isaiah ii. 2, 3. . And again, “ Now therefore ye are no more strangers and for- 
eigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God ; and 
are built upon tbe foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together 
groweth into a holy temple in the Lord : in whom ye also are builded together 
for a habitation of God through tha.spirit” Ep. ii. 19, 22. v 

The solemnity of this occasion calls our attention to the home of 'the pious 
after death, and admonishes us to act with a wise reference to it ; that we may 
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be prepared when our change shall come. Man desires to live eternally — it is 
inherent in his nature. Why is the soul ever on the wing, thirsting and panting 
for some new source of bliss — something more exquisite than has yet been en- 
joyed ? 

“ Whence springs this pleasing hope, this fond desire, 

This longiog after immortality ?” 

The answer is, the soul is undying, and God has assured it of future happi- 
ness, after suitable moral culture. 

The Apostle speaks of the rest that remains for the people of God, and repre- 
sents it by a most beautiful figure — “a building” — “a house not made with 
» hands.” Our Saviour represents it in a similar manner. “ In my Father’s house 
are many mansions ; if it were not so I would have told you ; I go to prepare a 
place for you.” 

The home of the faithful is spoken of in the largest terms in the scriptures : 
“Eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.*’ “In thy presence 
is fulness of joy, at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” 

Heaven is free from fell sorrow and distress: “God shall wipe away all tears 
from their feyes ; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain ; for former t hings are passed away.” The 
causes which rend the hearts of men and suffuse their eyes with tears do not 
exist in heaven. To weep and to be wept for is the lot of man on earth, but no 
eye shall be dimmed with tears in heaven, no tears of separation, no wearisome 
nights of painful suffering. No^ does the soul, full charged with inward griefs, 
pour out its fruitless wailings. 

“ No chilling winds nor pois’nous breath 
Can reach that healthful shore ; 

Sickness and sorrow, pain and death, 

Are felt and feared no more. ” 

How rapturous must be the joy of the good man, when the last lingering 
sound of the tempest’s howl sinks upon his ear, and he looks up and beholds, at 
the fiat of the Almighty, all things become new, the heavens and the earth new, 
society new. Heaven is a place of unbounded joy and great glory. “ He is able 
to present you faultless before the presence of his glory, with exceeding joy.” 
“The righteous shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” 
“ They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they that 
turn many to righteousuess, as the stars foreyer and ever.” 

The fields of light and glory in the heavenly world are suited to the expansion 
and gratification of the intellect of man. The wonders of the universe afford 
ample scope for its exercise, and abundant means for its pleasure. The mani- 
festations of the Divine perfections are so rich and varied that the riind may be 
forever employed without the possibility of exhaustion. And like the angels, the 
righteous will lie able, by intuition, to grasp these mighty subjects, and forever 
progress in moral and intellectual stature and excellence, forever expanding upon 
the vision of the spiritual world, unfolding more fully, while eternity sweeps to- 
wards the unapproachable goal of endless being, the majesty of their powers, 
and the splendor of their moral achievements. 

The moral excellences and beauties of heaven far exceed the conceptions of 
the human intellect The righteous being heirs of God, are entitled to all the 
benefits of that relation, and possess by inheritance all that they can ask or 
think — being the children of God, they are associated with all the virtuous and 
pure, and consequently every moral feeling of their nature is scorn pletely satisfied. 

In the subject before us, we have exhibited the strong confidence of the Apos- 
tle in view of his approaching dissolution, he knew that death was inevitable, yet 
be possessed the full assurance of hope. The decree of death is irreversible — 
all most die* every endearment of life must be severed, every tie of friendship 
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must be broken. Death is inscribed upon every form, the history of the world is 
the history of death’s victories. The fallen palaces of Numantia, the solitary 
Heaps of Babylon, the pyramids of Egypt, are his monuments. 

The Apostle felt his end approaching, yet he was not dismayed, he felt assured 
that he should conquer, that the sting of death was gone, and that the grave 
should not triumph. He was prepared for his change as is every good man, and 
as every true hearted Mason should be. He had received the “ white stone, and 
in the stone a new name written which no man knoweth saving he that receivetb 
it” His mark was correct — he boasted not in another man’s work, he had ac- 
complished the labor assigned him by his Master , his work was such as to bear 
the strictest test bg Square and Plummet, — he was prepared for his wages. It is 
said that in the building of the temple, it was built of stone made ready before it 
was brought thither ; so that “ there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of 
iron heard in the house, while it was in building.” Thus had the Apostle fitted 
himself, and thus do good men through grace fit themselves here on earth for 
their places in the New Jerusalem. 

The Apostle heard the call of his heavenly Master — he obeyed the call — and 
was enabled to walk in the purity of his light He felt that he was a new crea- 
ture, and rejoiced to say, “ though our outward man perish, yet the inward man 
is renewed day by day. For light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” The life of 
St Paul was a life of suffering and toil, but amidst all his perils by land and sea, 
and among false Brethren, he ever kept in view the improvement of his heart, the 
honor of his Divine Master, and the well being of his fellow man, feeling assured 
* that the sufferings of this present time were not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which should be revealed in him.” 

We have said that tho Apostle was prepared for his change. This readiness 
gave him his confidence — his full assurance of hope. “We assuredly know” (as 
it is in the original) “ that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 
This confidence did not forsake him when on the threshold of eternity. “For I 
am now ready to be offered,” says he, the “time of my departure is at hand, I 
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith ; hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of life, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
shall give me at that day.” 

We, my Brethren, have been called to mourn the death of our Grand Master, 
and our Grand Chaplain. This visitation of Providence has suddenly and unex- 
pectedly fallen upon us — they have been called away from their high stations. 
The Master of assemblies has called upon them to give an account of their stew- 
ardship. Their work for eternity is finished, — whether it has been faithfully done, 
can be known by us only, when the Grand Master of Eternity shall call us from 
' our labors to receive our wages. 

Our Grand Master, Samuel W. Vannatta, was a worthy and honest roan, 
dilligent in business, a useful citizen, a bright Mason, eminently beloved and 
esteemed by all who knew him. He was a useful and acceptable member of the 
Church — and there is every reason for us to conclude that he died accepted of 
God — that his end was peace. # 

♦At a meeting of the Masonic Fraternity, held at their hall in the city of Vicksburg, oil 
the 15th April, A. D. 1844, A. L. 5844, the following preamble and resolutions were unan- 
imously adopted : 

By the dispensation of Divine Providence the Masonic Fraternity in Mississippi have 
been deprived of its most Worshipful Graud Master, a large family of its head and protec 
tor, and the Fraternity of this city of one of its most active and efficient members. Samuel 
W. Vannatta, may be styled truly, the Father of Masonry in Vicksburg, for at all times, and 
upon all occasions, upon bis shoulders devolved the most of its labors. No military or civil 
elevation gave him importance, it was the quiet unobtrusive virtues of a man and Mason, 
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Our Grand Chaplain Br. Thomas C. Cooper, was kindly cherished by the Fra- 
ternity. He possessed a vigorous and well cultivated mind, and was a bright and 
useful Mason. He had long been a member of the Church of Christ, and a minis- 
ter of the Gospel. He was eminently a child of affliction, — he suffered from much 
bodily infirmity. Many were his sorrows in life. At last the messenger of death 
gave the alarm, likq the thunder peal, “ thou shalt die, and shalt not live.” Was 
he dismayed, as the icy waves of Jordan rolled over him ? He received the an- 
nouncement with victorious joy, and rejoiced in full view of his reward in heaven. 
And suddenly he hastened away to receive his recompense from God : 

“ And all eternity employ 
In songs before his throne.” 

He rests from his labors, where 

11 No more fatigue, no more distress, 

Nor sin nor hell shall reach the place ; 

No sighs shall mingle with the songs 
Which warble from immortal tongues. 

No rude alarms of raging foes ; 

No cares to break the long repose ; 

No midnight shade, no clouded sun— 

But sacred, high, eternal noon.” 

My Brethren : — What improvement shall we make of this sad dispensation, 
mournful indeed to us who yet remain in our tents ; but rapturously joyous to the 
departed — a bereavement to their afflicted families, but their eternal gain ! We 
sorrow not, as those who have no hope. Shall we also be ready ? Is the Temple 
completed yet ? Seeing that the work in us" is not yet perfected, let us bear in 
mind that the promise of the Grand Master, is, “ be thou faithful unto death, and 
thou shalt have a crown of life.” Remember the “ All-Seeing Eye.” “Thou God 
seest me.” The implements of the Craft you are acquainted with, — have you 
faith without which it is impossible to please God ? Have you “ charity which is 
the bond of perfectness ?” l)o you “ abound in love, yet more and more in know- 
ledge, and in all judgment; that ye may approve things that are excellent; that 
ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ ; being filled with the 
fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ unto the glory and praise of 
God ?” Brethren, be “steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, for as much as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” Let us 
work while it is called to-day — for soon we must go hence — let it be said of us 


by the daily practice of which, he gained the hearts of his Brethren, and the respect of his 
fellow-citizens. The manner in which he bore misfortune was an example which it was 
cheering to behold— it was truly a brave man struggling with adversity ; and had it pleased 
Him, to whom all must yield obedience, to have spared him yet a little longer to his fami- 
ly, success would have, nay must have crowned his efforts Our most Worshipful Grand 
Master— but we will speak of him as our Brother— it was as such we know him best -has 
passed out from among iis and left a vacancy, that none can fill ! 

Be it therefore resolved , That in the death of our most Worshipful Grand Master, Samuel 
W. Vannatta, the Grand Lodge of Mississippi has lost its brightest Mason — society, one of 
Us best, its most useful citizens, and charity one of iis most benevolent and active agents. 

Resolved further, That we deeply sympathize with his bereaved and afflicted widow and 
orphans, and pray that the same Divine Providence which has in its inscrutable wisdom 
taken from them their prop and support, may give them strength to bear their loss, and 
shield them with its protection. 

Resolved , As a tribute of our high respect and esteem, and of our poignant sorrow for the 
loss of our most Worshipful Grand Master, we will wear the psual badge of mourning for 
ninety days. 
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when we are gone— “blessed &re the dead that die in the Lord — for they rest 
from their labors' and their works do follow them.” Then shall we meet with 
St. John the Baptist, and all the worthies of ancient times. Behold them — and 
still they come thousands upon thousands, and millions upon millions — a great 
multitude which no man can number. “What are these which are arrayed in white 
robes ; and whence came they ? These are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 0 what a 
company !” See, they all go by the way of Moriah and Calvary. And yet the 
procession goes onward still, and rises higher than the pinnacles of earth: I see 
the hierarchies of soul and intellect, the sovereigns of the Order, the Knl£hts of 
the Sun, of the brazen trumpet, and of the east and west ; I see the princes of 
the Tabernacle, of Libanus and Jerusalem ; I see the templars, the knights of the 
holy sepulchre and of the ninth arch. I see them come, the Masters, the Crafts- 
men, the Apprentices ; then come the vast army of the martyrs, the true templars 
of the cross, the pioneers of redemption, having on them the marks of fire and 
violence — red with their own blood — and then a vast multitude of every nation, 
kindred, tongue and people. 

What a procession ! The loud song of cymbal and harp, the harmony of their 
celestial choirs, ring in my ears — the wind of their banners fans my heated 
brow ! they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 

I look higher — far beyond Calvary. I see the everlasting doors of the Upper 
Temple open. “ Let there be light !” speaks the great voice of the Grand Mas- 
ter of Eternity. An exceeding brightness burns upon the head of the vast pro- 
cession. Banner and plume, and crozier, and cross, are bathed in ineffably pure 
white that rolls down its ocean gush of living purity ! Brethren, let us be found 
in that great procession. 


CELEBRATION IN HALIFAX, N.S. 

MASONIC PROCESSION AND FESTIVAL. ' 

Monday, the 24th June, the Anniversary of the nativity of St John the Baptist, 
a day which has been associated from time immemorial in all parts of the world 
with the rites of Masonry, was observed by the Brethren in Halifax, N. S., with 
their accustomed friendship and cordiality. Between 10 and 11 o’clock, the 
Office-bearers and Members of the Grand Lodge, Si. Andrew’s, St. John, Virgin, 
Royal Standard, and Royal Sussex Lodges, together with a number of Transient 
and Visiting Brethren, met together at the Masonic Hall for their annual cele- 
b rati on. A Procession having been then formed under their respective officers, 
the different Lodges, headed by the excellent band of the Rifle Brigade, advan- 
ced in regular order to St. Andrew’s Church, to attend public worship. The Re- 
ligious services of the day were conducted by the Rev. John Martin, the Minister 
of that church, who delivered a very suitable and appropriate sermon for the occa- 
sion from Psalm cxxxiii. 1, “ Behold how good and how pleasant it is for Brethren to 
dwell together in unity,” in which the importance and Advantages of mutual 
friendship and Brotherly love were fully illustrated and the observance of these 
Christian duties, earnestly recommended and enforced. 

After divine service, which was concluded before 1 o’clock, the Lodges on 
leaving the Church, formed a second time in line of procession, and moved along 
Princes Street and Hollis Street, to the residence of His Worship the Mayor, 
Alexander Keith, Esq, who is also the Provincial Grand Master, where they 
halted and paid their respects to his amiable lady. The Procession then advan- 
ced bv Hollis Street and Wallace Street, to Government House, to do homage to 
HU Excellency Lord Falkland, her Majesty’s representative, and on reaching 
the Masonic Hall, in Barrington Street, were dismissed by the Grand Master, 
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who expressed his great satisfaction at the appearance of such a numerous assem- 
blage of the Brethren on such a delightful occasion. As soon as the Grand 
Lodge was closed, the Brethren immediately dispersed, to make arrangements 
and muster their families and the guests they had invited for the entertainment, 
to be given in the country in the afternoon. 

At the appointed hour, between two and three o’clock, a party composed of 
Freemasons and tbeir guests, citizens and soldiers, parents and families, amount- 
ing to nearly three hundred persons, embarked on board the Sir Charles Ogle, 
Steamin' for Birch Cove, accompanied and cheered by the spirit stirring music of 
the Band of the Rifle Brigade, and after a short ana pleasant trip through the 
Narrows, atid across Bedford Basin, landed at the spot chosen by the Managing 
Committee in safety. Every individual present appeared quite delighted, on be- 
ing so suddenly and so comfortably wafted on one of the finest days of the sea- 
son, from the midst of a crowded and bustling city, into the quiet and deep reces- 
ses of the forest, and the large party speedily moved about through the woods, in 
different directions, as far as the contracted and uneven state of the ground 
would admit, to enjoy the balmy and refreshing breezes of the summer, until the 
hour for dinner arrived. During this interval the assemblage was considerably 
increased by parties who came by land from town. About four o’clock, when all 
the arrangements had been completed, and all the company had assembled on 
the ground, as many as could be at once accommodated (for there were two o t three 
successive entertainments) sat down to a plentiful and sumptuous banquet. The 
Grand Master, who was received on his arrival by land from the city, according 
to the established etiquette of Masonry, with all the honor due to his rank, pre- 
sided on the occasion with his usual frankness and urbanity. 

The very Worshipful Grand Treasurer, Mr. John Richardson, acted as croup- 
ier, and dischaiged his duty to the satisfaction of all present The spacious table 
spread out in the open air, and overlooking a large expanse of land and water, 
was suiTounded and enlivened by the presence of tne ladies of the party and the 
numerous guests, who participated with great delight, in 'the courtesy and hospi- 
tality of their Masonic friends. 

The following toasts appropriate to the occasion were given from the Chair, 
and warmly responded to by the Assembly. 1st The Queen and the Craft. 
2d. The most Worshipful the Earl of Zetland, Grand Master of England. 3d. 
The Grand Masters of Scotland and Ireland. 4th. Our Worthy Guests; a toast 
which was duly acknowledged by Joseph Howe, Esq. in a lively and humorous 
Speech, which exhilir&ted the whole audience. The health of the Worshipful 
the Grand Master of Nova Scotia, was also given with great applause and duly » 
acknowledged, when the party separated to afford room for succeeding guests at 
the festive board. 

Nothing indeed was wanting which could be procured by the Committee to 
contribute to the comfort and happiness of all, whether young or aged, married * 
or unmarried, who were then assembled, and the officers of the different Lodges 
appeared to vie with each other in entertaining and delighting tbeir friends. 
This, however, like all other worldly enjoyments, was necessarily imperfect and 
but of short duration. The longest day in the year, and this was the 24th of 
June, coupes to a close, the gayest and most joyous companies only meet to sepa- 
rate. The declining sun admonished the numerous and cheerful throng, that 
they must soon prepare to return to their happy families and domestic duties. 

About sun set the Sir Charles Ogle was again crowded with her valuable com- 

{ dement of passengers, and raising ner steam soon started for Halifax, where she 
anded the whole company at the Steam Boat Wharf, between 8 and 9 o’clock, 
without the slightest accident or disappointment As a parting token of friend- 
ship, the Grand Master again joined the company on landing at the Wharf, and 
the band of the Rifle Brigade having struck up a martial air, a large assemblage 
of the citizens escorted him to his house in Hollis Street, when the band played 
God save the Queen, and after mutual salutations, all retired in peace and 
friendship to their respective homes. 
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CELEBRATION AT PLYMOUTH, N. C. 

Halt of Perseverance Lodge , No. 59, } 

June 24, A.L. 5844. S 

Pursuant to an order of the Lodge, a large number of Brethren assembled at 
the Hall, at 10 o’clock, P. M., for the purpose of celebrating the Anniversary of 
St John the Baptist. Among them were the following Members : — 

Brs. Thomas E. Pinder, W. M. p. t. ; Franklin F. Fagan, 8. W. p. t. ; Elijah 
H. Willis, J. W. p. t ; Lemuel Douglass, Treasurer, p. t. ; Joseph Ramsey, Sec- 
retary, p. t ; Thomas B. Nichols, J. D. p. t (visitor ;) Joseph B. Griffin, S. D. p. t. ; 
Thomas S. Chase, S. 8. p. t : J. B. Skinner, J. S. p. t (visitor ;) Isaac Kelly, Ty- 
ler; Samuel F.Gaylard, Rev. Thomas P. Ricand, Rev. Joseph W. Pinder. 

A Lodge of Master Masons opened. — Br. Thomas E. Pinder, M. W. elect, was 
duly invested with the characteristics of the Chair of Solomon, by Brs. Thomas 
B. Nichols and Joseph Ramsey, P. M. All but P. M. being absent Upon the 
Brethren returning to the Hall, the W. M. was saluted with the usual honors. 

The P. G. J. Warden of the Grand Lodge of the State of North Carolina, 
Br. Kader Biggs, being present, was invited by the W. Master to a seat on his 
right 

The following Brethren were severally and duly Installed in their proper pla- 
ces, viz : 

Brs. F. F. Fagan, 8. W. ; E. H. Willis, J. W.; L. Douglass, Treasurer ; J. 
Ramsy, Secretary ; T. P. Ricand, J. D. ; T. 8. Chase, J. 8. ; J. B. Griffin, Inner . 
Guard ; Isaac Kelly, Tyler. 

After which a procession was formed, and proceeded to the Court House, at 
which place an Oration suitable to the occasion, was delivered to a large assem- 
blage of ladies and gentlemen by Re,v. Br. ThomaB P. Ricand, which gave gene- 
ral satisfaction. 'The procession was again formed, and proceeded to the Hall 
and after partaking of refreshments, and the hour of dining having arrived, the 
Lodge marched in order to Br. John C. Pettijohn’s, where a dinner was prepared 
for the Fraternity by the order of the Lodge. 

After dinner the procession was again formed, and proceeded to the Hall. The 
Craft were then called off, until our next meeting. 

At about 4, P. M., the Fraternity met again at the Hall, where a large assem- 
blage of ladies and gentlemen were collected, according to previous invitation ; 
who were served with refreshments, and agreeably entertained by the Brethren 
with songs, &c. Br. John Henry, with his usual life and wit, contributed much 
to the enjoyment of those present — after which we repaired to our several homes 
to rejoice over the festivities of the day, and to send up our fervent thanksgiv- 
ings that we were ever deemed worthy to be initiated into the mysteries of the 
Craft 

The ladies were ready to say, “ who would not be a Freemason P* JtiX was 
conducted upon temperance principles . 

Fraternally, 

J. Ramsy, Secretary. 

P. 8. By a resolution of the Lodge, the Officers Elect were requested to pre- 
side — hence so many p. t 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

' Halifax, May 25, 1844. 

Respected Sir and Brother : — 

From the kind interest you have displayed in the prosperity of the Craft, in 
Nova Scotia, I beg to trouble you with a few remarks designed to show the 
advancement of Scottish Freemasonry among us. In your valuable Magazine 
for March last, you noticed the appointment of our Provincial Grand Master, N 
in terms highly flattering to that zealous officer. There was then only one 
Lodge under Scottish jurisdiction here. Since that date a full and highly 
efficient Provincial Grand Lodge has been formed in this city, and they have 
held several vefry interesting meetings, and have not been without a fair quota 
of Work. Two new Lodges have since been formed, and are now in active 
operation here, (upwards of twelve candidates being alt eady on the books for 
Initiation,) besides which there are petitions getting up in Musquidoloit and 
Annapolis for Lodges, at those places, and another new Lodge I believe is 
forming in this city. The R. W. Masters and Wardens are as follows, viz : 

THISTLE .LODGE 322. 

Hon. J. L. Starr, acting pro. tem., R,' W. M. (P. G. M. of Nova Scotia, &c.) 

W. Thomas Mackie, D. Master. 

Brs. Outing and Forrest, Wardens. 

ACADIA LODGE. 

Alex. Lyle, R. W. M. 

P. Fuller, D. Master. 

Bra. Jameison and Smith, Wardens. 

HALIFAX LODGE. 

William Johns, R. W. M. 

E. J. Redoitt, D. Master. 

Brs. Fraser and McNally, Wardens. 

u St. Andrew’s Hall,” having a very spacious and airy room, a smaller room 
for routine business and committees, and the necessary reception rooms, has 
been hired by the above Lodges ; the Grand Lodge, St. Andrew’s R. A Chapter, 
and St. John’s Priory. Thus all under Scottish authority are now meeting 
under the same roof. 

The Knights Templars have recently added to their number, and among all 
these several authorities the utmost harmony and kindliest feelings prevail. 
The R. A. Chapter is adding to its numbers. The strictest order and disci- 
pline prevail in each and all these Degrees ; the working is ever solemn and 
uniform, and no part of the funds is allowed for refreshments, or for any pur- 
poses whatever, except for the “ Charity Fund,” to enable us to aid poor and 
indigent Brothers, who may require our aid. 

We trust that the Great Jbchtied may smile upon our labors, and advancing 
as we trust we shall, in the true and primitive paths of genuine Freemasonry, 
we hope to effect much good, and enjoy many happy hours of unalloyed plea- 
sure in our useful vocation. ' 

I remain, yours fraternally, 

A Subscriber. 
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COUNCILS OF ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS. 

Br. Moore : — In the late Dispensations issued by, and under the authority of 
the G. G. R. A. Chapter of the United States, the Chapters constituted by such 
dispensations are empowered to hold Councils of Royal and Select Masters, and to 
confer those Degrees. This has been the case in the State of Missouri, where we 
have a Grand Council and subordinate Councils ; which have been established 
many years, and conferred the Degrees upon a large number of Masons. 

In a Chapter lately constituted in this State, having this authority, there was a 
Constitutional number of R. and S. Masters, to form a Council, but one of them 
did not receive the Degrees in a regular Council, but as I have understood, waa 
made a Select Master, by a Brother, after the establishment of a Council in this 
State. This subject involves two questions : — 

1st Has the G. G. R. A. Chapter, the authority to establish subordinate 
Councils in a State or Territory, where there is a Grand Council ? 

In reply to this question I will ask another. After the formation of a State G. 
Chapter, can the Gen. G. R. A. Chapter establish Subordinate Chapters in the 
State where said Grand Chapter has been formed ? 

2d. Can a subordinate Council be organized without the Constitutional num- 
ber, in a State, where there are Subordinate Councils, authorized to confer the 
Degrees ? 

To this question, I answer in the negative. Masonry in all its Constitutions^ 
endeavors to effect the good of all — and if less than a constitutional number can 
transact business at the formation of a Council, why cannot an old Council have 
the same privilege ? 

We sir, wish 'to have a history of the formation and constitution of the Coun- 
cil, and I do not know a more interesting subject for your Magazine than this. 
In fact, I believe that we may fall into many errors unless we have more light on 
this subject 

In September next, the G. G. R. A. Chapter of the U. States will meet at New 
Haven, Ct., and I presume this question will arise, and I hope that whatever ac- 
tion may be taken, it will be with a full and clear perception of all its bearings. 
And whatever may be the result of their deliberations, I for one shall cheerfully 
agree to be regulated by it, and that such may be the determination of all, is the 
earnest wish of A Select Master. 

St. Louis , July 10, 1844. 


MORGAN LEWIS. 

At a quarterly communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Ancient Free- 
masons of South Carolina, held at their Grand Lodge room, on Tuesday, 4tb 
June, A. L. 5844, W. Brother F. C. Barber, Representative of the M. W. Grand 
Lodge of New York, near this jurisdiction, announced the deattf of the M. W. 
MORGAN LEWIS, Grand Master of that Sfpte ; whereupon, on motion of W. 
Brother A. G. Mackey, G. S. the following preamble and resolutions were unan- 
imously adopted: 

Whereas official information has been received by this Grand Lodge, of the 


MASONIC INTELLIGENCE. 


347 


demise of the M. W. Morgan Lewis, Grand Master of New York, who long 
and successfully directed the labors of the Fraternity in that State : 

Therefore be it resolved, That this Grand Lodge sincerely sympathises with its 
sister Grand Lodge of New York, in the almost irreparable loss which that body 
lias sustained in the death of him who for so many years has presided over its 
labors with the skill of a true Acacian, and the urbanity of a gentleman— of him 
whose long life was equally divided between the active pursuits of a useful citi- 
zen and the benevolent duties of a zealous Mason, and whose revolutionary ser- 
vices in his early youth entailed a heavy debt of gratitude upon his countrymen, 
which the public virtues of his latter years was continually increasing. 

Resolved, That while the “ mystic tie” of Masonry is itself alone sufficient to 
create the sympathy which we have expressed, the intimate relationship which 
exists between this Grand Lodge and that of New York, by the system of repre- 
sentation, has occasioned us to feel still more poignantly this dispensation of the 
Grand Master of the Universe. 

Resolved, That while this Grand Lodge condoles with the Grand Lodge of 
New York, which has thus suddenly been deprived of its earthly head, it trusts 
that it may please the Supreme Being, to whose name, as Masons, we have been 
taught to bow, to enlighten their deliberations in the choice of a successor, that 
they may be enabled wisely and worthily to supply the loss of their M chief cor- 
ner stone.” 

Ordered, that a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the M. W. Grand 
Lodge of New York, through their representative near this jurisdiction, and that 
ft copy of the same be published in the papers of this city. 

Extract from the minutes. Albert G. Mackey, Grand Sec’y. 
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ENGLAND. 

The last-anniversary of St John the Evangelist was very generally celebrated 
by the Lodges in England. At Cambridge, the collection of Brethren was un- 
usually large, most of the members of the University being of the Order. At 
Oxford, the interest of the occasion was considerably enhanced by several in- 
teresting addresses at the table. The W. Master, Br. Blake, in reply to a com- 
plimentary sentiment, related the following 

INTERESTING ANECDOTE: 

He confessed, he said, that he had formerly been prejudiced against Freema- 
sonry, but experience abroad had convinced him of his error, ana satisfied him 
that there was something in it beyond the mere name. He once had a friend, 
who, with his crew, had been wrecked in the Persian Gulf, when an Arab Chief- 
tain came down to plunder them, but, on his friend giving the Masonic signs, 
they were protected and taken to Muscat, where they were not only clothed and 
properly taken care of, but afterwards taken to Borneo. He knew this to be a fad ; 
he had it from the live of his friend who had been wrecked ; and it so satisfied him 
as to the merits of Masonry, that he resolved to embrace the first opportunity of 
enrolling himself among its members. That pledge he had resumed ; and from 
the moment he had been initiated h'e had felt the deepest interest in the Institu- 
tion, and the greatest desire to promote its interests and extend its benefits. 
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WEST INDIES. 

Bahamas. — The Hon. George C. Anderson, Her Br. Majesty’s Attorney-Gene- 
ral and Speaker of the House of Assembly, has been appointed Provincial Grand 
Master for the Bahamas, an office which, in 1753, was filled by Governor Tinker. 
Masonry is flourishing. Union Lodge alone has initiated 16 during the past 
year. 

CANADA. 

The late festival of St. John the Baptist was celebrated in Toronto, and in 
Hamilton, Kingston, London, Simcoe, &c~, as we perceive by the notices that 
were issued from these places respectively. 

In London, the members of the Lodge of Freemasons were to give their attend- 
ance as a body, at the request of the Rev. Mr. Cronyn, to assist in laying the foun- 
dation stone of the new Episcopal Church about to be erected there. It will be 
remembered that the Episcopal Church in London, was totally destroyed by fire. 
The St. Patrick’s, St Andrew’s, and St George’s Societies, were also to attend 
at the ceremony of laying the foundation stone, which would be performed ac- 
cording to the established usage of the ancient Order of Freemasons. 

In Toronto, at the hour appointed, the Brethren marched in procession, from 
the Masonic rooms, King-street, to St Andrew’s Church, where a sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Cuthbertson, and several anthems sung, selected for 
the occasion. After service, the procession returned, and marched to the North 
American Hotel, where a sumptuous entertainment was prepared by Mr. Pear- 
son in the best style. The band of the 82nd, by the kind permission of Lieut 
Colonel Mackay, accompanied the procession. There was a very large attend- 
ance of Brethren. 

C ONNECTICUT. 

The annual communication of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut was held at 
the Temple, in the city of New Haven, on the 8th of May last The Grand 
Master opened the session with an excellent and interesting business address, 
from which we make the following extracts, not being able to find room for the 
entire address : — 

Through the goodness of the Supreme Architect of the Universe, we are per- 
mitted to assemble once more, under circumstances well calculated to fill our 
hearts with gratitude to the Giver of all good. I am not aware that any thing 
has occurred since our last annual communication, to disturb the peace and har- 
mony of our revered Institution ; but, on the contrary, from the east, the west, 
the north, and the south, the tidings are such as are calculated to cheer the hearts 
of all who love and cherish our time-honored association. 

*#«•**•## 

During the storm produced by the Anti-Masonic excitement, the principal 
source of revenue to the Grand Lodge, viz. the initiatory fees, was so far cut 
ofij as to cause serious apprehensions in the minds of our friends, that we should 
in a short space of time be left without resources. But I am happy to be able to 
say, that through the judicious management of our Grand Treasurer, and the re- 
vival of Masonry, our funds have suffered no material diminution for one or two 
years past ; and the prospect is that with a due regard to economy, we may safely 
calculate that our receipts will at least be equal to our expenditures. The Hall ' 
in which we are now assembled, which has been erected, in part, by the subscrip- 
tion to its Stock by this Grand Lodge, and in part by the subscriptions of the 
Brethren of the Fraternity, is now nearly completed ; and it affords me much 
pleasure to be able to say, that every portion of it is under such a rent as will 
guarantee a sure return to the Stockholders. It would, I think, be desirable that 
a similar Hall should be erected in our sister city of Hartford, for the conven- 
ience of the Fraternity, and more especially of the Grand Lodge. And I would 
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respectfully suggest that a committee be appointed, with authority to subscribe 
for this Grand Lodge an equal amount of the funds that are invested in 'this Hall, 
whenever our Brethren in Hartford will undertake the erection of a suitable edi- 
fice for the purpose of a Masonic Hall, such committee being satisfied that such 
investment will be safe and profitable. 

#•**#**** 

Since our last communication, some of our Brethren have expressed an opinion 
that a change in our system of benevolent operations would tend very essentially 
to give increased usefulness^and harmony to our society, and that its benefits 
would be much more extensively felt by the introduction in our Lodges of some 
of the principles which govern more modern associations ; and with a view to 
give the subject a fair trial, one, if not more, of the Lodges under the jurisdiction 
of this Grand Lodge, have adopted the system of increasing the quarterly dues 
of the members, thereby creating a fund, from which all sick or disabled members 
may draw a weekly stipend, or in case of the decease of a member, his widow 
and children may be entitled to its benefits, as a matter of right, instead of being 
compelled to make application for it in the humiliating position of a suppliant. 
Should the Grand Lodge coincide in the opinion that great benefits will probably 
follow the introduction of this system, and that it will be of essential service to 
the cause of Freemasonry, they will doubtless be disposed to encourage its ex- 
tension throughout the State, by recommending its adoption in the subordinate 
Lodges, or by taking such other action upon it as they shall deem expedient 
*•**•#**# 
Repeated complaints have from time to time been made, of the infraction of the 
By-Laws of the Grand Lodge by some of our Brethren, whose characters for in- 
telligence, and whose standing in society, would justify the opinion that they 
were perfectly conscious that they were guilty of violating the most solemn obli- 

f atioiw that can possibly bind man to man. \ allude to the conduct of the mem- 
ers of those Lodges, who, being about to relinquish their charters, or were under 
the apprehension that they were about to be revoked, have divided the funds of 
such Lodges among themselves, when they could not have been ignorant that 
they were bound by the most sacred obligations to appropriate such funds in the 
manner provided by the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge ; which By-Laws declare, 
that upon the demise of a subordinate Lodge, its funds and effects shall become 
the property of the Grand Lodge. I am not aware that any legal enactment ex- 
ist by which these Brethren can be compelled to restore these ill-gotten gains, 
but I will submit it to you, Brethren, whether the honor and dignity of the Grand 
Lodge does not require that all such offences should be diligently inquired after, 
and the offenders expelled for unmasonic conduct. 

The annual meeting of the Grand Encampment of Connecticut, was held at 
the same place on the same day. 

The following preamble and resolutions, introduced by Br. Storer, were passed 
unanimously : 

Whereas the General Grand Chapter and General Grand Encampment of the 
United States are to hold their next triennial convocation in the city of New 
Haven, on the second Tuesday of September next, 

Resolved , That the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, for the purpose of welcoming within tbeir 
jurisdiction the highest Masonic bodies in this country, will hold a special communication in 
the city of New Haven, on Wednesday following the second Tuesday of September, 1844, 
and that the several Lodges in this State, and the Fraternity generally, be invited to attend 
at that time. 9 

Resolved , That Brs. William H. Ellis, Benjamin Beecher, William H. Jones, Henry 
Peck, M. S. Mitchell, William E. Sanford, and A. C. Babcock, he a committee to extend 
the invitations of thi6 Grand Lodge, and to make all necessary arrangements for the occa- 
sion. 

The Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter, and Grand Encampment, of Connecticut, 
will hold special meetings on the 10th inst, for the purpose of receivingthe Gen- 
eral Grand Masonic bodies of the United States. 
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GRAND LODGE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

M. W. Thomas Rnndlett, Q. Master. 

R. W. Cyrus Cressey, D. G. Iff. 

“ John Christie, S. G. W. 

“ Thomas Laws, J. G. W. 

I; John Knowiton, G. Treasurer. 

44 Isaac L. Folsom, Exeter, G. Sec. 

W. Josiah Bartlett, M. of Ceremonies. 

“ Hosea Fessenden, G. Sword Bearer. 

44 Gorham W. Hoitt, G. Marshal. 

11 Rev. Edward A. Long, ) a P . *• 

“ 14 Samuel Kelley, \ G> Cha P lai °s. 

“ Page Eaton, S. G. Deacon. 

“ Nicholas Fowler, J. G. Deacon. 

“ Wm. P. Riddle, G. Pursuivant. 
u Thomas Clapham , ) 

44 William Cressey, I 

41 Lewis Woodman, >G. Lecturers. 

44 Nicholas Fowler, j 
44 Alfred M. Beck, j 

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

W. John Bennett, David Parker, Stephen 
Hoyt, Nathaniel Babbitt, Jacob O. Smith, 
William McD. Ferson, Stephen Wilson. 

Br. Isaac Eastman, G. Tyler. 

GRAND LODGE OF TEXAS. 

M. W. N. H. Darnell, G. Master. 

R. W. T. G. Western, D. G. M. 

44 W. L. Cazneau, S. G. W. 

44 E. W. Taylor, J. G. W. 

41 A. Brigham, G. Treas. 

44 J. M. Swisher, G. Seo. 

W. C. Mason, S. Q. Deacon. 

44 D. D. Crumpler, J. G. Deacon. 

44/ Rt. Rev. Wm. M. Tryon, G. Chap. 

44 G. K. Tenlon, G. Lecturer. 

44 K. L. Anderson, G. Orator. 

44 M. Johnson, G. Marshal. 

44 J. T. Harmon, G. S. Bearer. 

44 G. A. Patillo, ) n 
« M. Ward, Jr. 5 G - S,eward *' 

41 A Neill, G. Pursuivant, 

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

W. A. S. Ruthven, J. C. Massie, A. Sterne, 
E. H. Tarrant. * 

Br. S. W. Pipkin, G. Tyler. 

GRAND CHAPTER OF TEXAS. 

M. E. Edward Burleson, G. H. P. 

E. N. H. Darnell, D. G. H. P. 

44 W. L. Cazneau, G. K. 

44 Moses Johnson, G. S. 

44 Charles Msson, G. Treas. 

“ H. W. Raglin, G. Sec. 

44 John Gillespie, G. Marshal. 

44 Anthony Butler, G. Lecturer. 

44 Walter Winn, G. P. S. 

44 William G. Cooke, G. R. A. C. 

“ R. Scurry, G. C. H. 

“ S. C. Robertson, } 

4t A, M. Davis, > G. M. of the V. 

44 L. V. Greer, ) 

44 ttt. Rev. W. M. Tryon, G. Chap. 

Comp. S. W. Pipkin, G. Sentinel. 


GRAND CHAPTER OF ALABAMA. 

M. E. David Moore, G. H. P. 

E. G. W. Creagh, D. G. H. P. 

44 Charles Whelan, G. K. 

44 Rev. Eugene V. Levert, G. S. 

44 Rev. J. H. Thomason, G. Chap. 

“ William GarreU, G. Treas. 

44 Amana P. Pfister, G. Sec. 

44 William Hendrix, G. C. H. 

Comp. William B. Wood, G. P. S. 

“ A. M. Bradley, G. R. A. C. 

44 Thomas Welsh, ) 

44 John H. Townsend, > G. M. of V. 
44 J. G. Wallace, ) 

14 Joseph W. Pierce, G. Sentinel. 


GRAND CHAPTER OF TENNESBEE. 

M. E. James H. Thomas, G. H. P. 

E. Robert S. Moore, D. G. H. P. 

44 Joseph H. Talbot, G. K. 

44 James Grizzard, G. S. 

44 James W. M’Combs, G. Treas. 

44 John S. Dashieil, G. Sec. 

44 Rev. J. T. Wheat, G. Chap. 

44 G. W. Adams, G. C. H: 

44 B. C. Keatts, G. Capt. of the Guard. 

14 F. Campbell, G. Steward. 

Comp. E. DeGrove, G. Tyler. 


DEWITT CLINTON ENCAMPMENT, AT 

PORTS MOUTH, N. ff. 

Sir John Christie, M. E. G. Com. 

44 Jonathan Barker, Gen. 

44 John Knowiton, Capt. Gen. 

14 John Bennett, Prelate. 

41 Thomas Clapham, S. Warden. 

14 Samnel S. Stacy, J. Warden. 

44 Jeffersoo M’Intire, Treas. 

44 A. R. H. Fernald, Recorder. 

44 Josiah G* Hadley, Standard Bearer. 

44 Ephraim Otis, Sword Bearer. 

44 Thomas L. Pickering, Warder. 

44 John Somerby, 3d Guard, 

44 Henry S. Rand, 2d 44 
44 JohnW. Abbott, 1st 44 
44 John Nutter, Commissary. 

44 Jsaac Maxwell, Sentinel. 


SUTTON CHAPTER, SUTTON, MASS. 

Levi Rawson, HHgh Priest. 

Daniel Tenney, Eng. 

Asa Woodbury, Scribe. 

Simon Dudley, Treasurer. 

Samuel Bigelow, Secretary. 

Daniel G. Livermore, R. A. C. 

John W. Whipple, C. H. 

Pliny Slocomb, P. S. 

Linus Tenney, ) 

Jotham Gale, > M. of Veils. 

Cornelius Putnam, ) 

David Holman, Chaplain. 

Caleb Chase, > 

Ethson Harris, [ S,ewatds * 

Reuben Barton, Tyler. 
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UNION CHAPTER 9 NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

Alexander T. Douglass, High Priest. 

B. Olney, King. 

Thomas A. Smith, Scribe. 

H. Simons. Treasurer. 

J. W. Collins, Secretary. 

John U. Haasner, C. H. 

E. Jacobs, P. S. 

H. M. Sumners, R. A. C. 

Thomas M. Doyle, ) 

W. O. Wancock, > M. of the Veils. 

John Wiley, y 
John Braselnum, Tyler. 


HARTFORD CHAPTER, HARTFORD, CT. 

Horace Goodwin, 2d, High Priest. 

George Giddings, King. 

Benoni A. Shepard, Seribe. 

Lot Dean, Treasurer. 

Elihu Geer, Secretary. 

George Watrous, C. H. 

Theodore Spencer, Jr. P. S* 

Cvrus Goodeli, R. A. C. 

Allyn Goodwin, ) 

David Clark, > M. of the Veils. 

Nathan C. Geer, S 
Elizur Skiuner, Tyler. 


COUNCIL R. AND S. M., HARTFORD, CT. 

Benoni A. Shepard, M. I. G. M. 

Theodore Spencer, Jr. R. I. G. M. 

Horace Goodwin, 2d, I. G. M. W. 

Solomon Porter, M. Ex. 

David Clark, Recorder. 

Allyn Goodwin, Con. of the Council. 

Elizur Skinner, Sentinel. 


MARSHALL LODGE, LYNCHBURG, V1R. 

John H/ Seay, Master. 

William B. Averell, S. W. 

Thomas M’Kinney, J. W. 

J. R, Holmes, Treas. 

Edward W. Victor, Sec. 

Henry Salham, S. D. 

John Robert McDaniel, J. D. 

A. W. Cross, Steward and Tyler. 


st. John’s lodge, Hartford, ct. 

Benoni A. Shepard, M. 

Theodore Spencer, S. W. 

Allyn Goodwin, J. W. 

Lot Dean, Treasurer. 

Gordon Robins, Jr., Sec. 

David Clark, S. D. 

Nathan C. Geer, J. D. 

Eliznr Skinner, Tyler. 

VICKSBURG LODGE, VICKSBURG, MISS. 

B. S. Tappan, M. 

C. J. Searles, S. W. 

W. V. Davenport, J. W. 

W. Smith, Treas. 

C. W. Banks, Sec. 

H. T. McKoy, S. D. 

G. Stiles, J. D. 

R. Johnson, T. 

N. LONDON LODGE, NEW LONDON, MO. 

John Ratio, M. 

James A. Emison, S. W. 

Timothy Ford, J. W. 

George C. Hays, Treas. 

John Jamison, Sec. 

Robert B. Caldwell, S. D. 

William L. Tipton, J. D. 

Robert W. Lyons, Stew, and Tyler. 


OLIVE BRANCH LODGE, SUTTON, MS. 

Asa Woodbury, Master. 

Jotham Gale, S. W. 

John W. Whipple, J. W. 

D. C. S. H. Smith, M. D Treas. 

Plinny Slocomb, Sec. 

D. G. Livermore, S. D. 

Calvin Hall, J. D. 

(aw*-**- 

CorneliusPutDam , \ Stewards. 

Simon Bancroft, Tyler. 


MIDbLESEZ LODGE, FRAMINGHAM, MS. 

Joseph 0. Skinner, Master. 

James B. Puffer. S. W. 

Charles R. Train, J. W. 

Adam Hemmenway, Treas. 

Edward Holbrook, Sec. 

Malachi Babcock, S. D. 

Emlyn Leland, J. D. 

Samuel O. Daniels, Marshal. 

Timothy Eames, Tyler. 


st. John’s lodgb, boston. 

C. Gayton Pickman, Master. 

Winslow Lewis, Jr., S. W. 

Freeman C. Raymond, J. W. 

Jacob Amee, Treas. 

Calvin Whiting, Sec. • 

William O. Parker, S. D. 

John H. Lord, J. D. 

Addison Searle, Chaplain. 

Joel H. Walker, Marshal. 

Henry W. Nelson , ) „ T . 

Charles Robbins, \ Steward »- 
William C. Martin, Tyler. 


MOUNT MORIAH LODGE, PICKINVILLE, 

ALABAMA. 

Benjamin West, M. 

George W. Meek, S. W. 

William H. O’Neal, J. W. 

John T. M’Clure, Treas. 

Joseph H. Briggs, Sec. 

A. M. Cook, S. D. 

H. S. Shelton, J. D. 

Simpson Robinson, Tyler. 
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MASONIC C 

A new wobk.— We leam that Brother A. ! 
G. Mackey, of South Carolina, is engaged on 
a work to be entitled — “ A Lexicon of Free- 
masonry, embracing every communicable 
term, a notice of its antiquities, and an ac- 
count of all the rites and mysteries of the an- 
cient world.” From our knowledge of the 
Brother’s qualifications, we have no hesitan- 
cy in saying that the work will be both able 
and interesting. It will probably be ready 
for press in the course of the ensuing win- 
ter. 

[CPOur correspondent at Plymouth, N. C. 
is informed, that it is perfectly competent 
for a Lodge to take cognizance of the unmn- 
sonic conduct of a Brother residing within its 
jurisdiction, though he be not a member of 
any particular Lodge. The regulation of the 
Grand Lodge of this State, as contained in 
its new Constitutions, is in conformity with 
ancient usage, and is as follows : — 

Sec. 4. — Any Lodge may take cognizance 
of the conduct of any sojourning Brother or 
Brethren, not attached to any particular 
Lodge, upon a charge of unmasonic con- 
duct.” 

$3-The number of Lodges in Alabama in 
1839, was 28— in December last it was 46— j 
showing an increase of 18. 

(jtj-We acknowledge the receipt of several 
addresses, for which the Brethren forward- 
ing them will accept our thanks. We find 
it utterly impossible to publish all that we 
receive; we shall therefore hereafter make 
it a point to notice them all, in some way. 
and give such parts as may possess special 
interest. Some we shall, as heretofore, pub- 
lish entire. 

fj*Br. G— , at Halifax, is informed that 
we cannot supply the vols. ordered, unless 
we shall hereafter conclude to reprint them. 

J^The General Grand Chapter and the 
General Grand Encampment of the U. 
States, will hold their triennial meeting at 
New Haven, Con., on the second Tuesday 
of the present month— Sept. 9lh. 

|-^»We have received no notice of the cel- 
ebration at St. Louis, on the 24th. 
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3pVOne number more closes the 3d volume 
of this Magazine, and the 1st number of the 
4th volume will be issued on the 1st of Nov. 
Brethren not now subscribers, but intending 
to become such, are desired to send in their 
names before the close of the present month. 
And all Brethren in arrears are requested to 
settle their accounts without more delay. 

|^f-We have on hand ten copies of the sec- 
ond volume of this Magazine, in good condi- 
tion, which may be had at the subscription 
price ; and we will pay the subscription price 
for copies of thp first volume, in good order. 

We give, the present month, the “ Ap- 
peal” of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, a- 
gainst a malicious and scandalous attack upon 
that body and the Institution generally, re- 
cently published in the New Orleans Catho- 
lic Propagator. It has been sometime in 
type, but crowded out by a press of other 
matter. In the original French it is a paper 
of great force and beauty, much of which are 
lost in the translation. It will however be 
found to possess considerable interest. 

E Mons. Rosenberg, of Paris, has just 
hed another of his splendid Tableaux, 
its title is — “ Explication du Tableau intitule 
Sapieniia Generalis.” It is Masonic in de- 
sign,— teaching the great moral, “ to rely 
through Jesus Christy on the power and mer- 
cy of God.” The author is a talented and 
learned Brother, though rather too deeply im- 
bued with the fantacies of the continental 
rites. 

flCj-The presentation of the “ Oliver Offer- 
ing,” took place at the city of Lincoln, (Eng- 
land,) on the 9th May. We shall furnish a 
particular notice of the ceremony in a future 
number. We are happy to be able to say, 
that the Dr. is in improved health, and zeal- 
ously engaged on his new work. 

l^fWe have a large stock of interesting 
foreign intelligence on hand, received by the 
last steamer from England, which we shall 
transfer to the pages of the Magazine as fast 
as we can find room. 

[LTOur agent at Natchez is informed that 
we have made every effort to recover the lost 
volumes, but without effect. He will adjust 
the matter to the satisfaction of the subscri- 
bers. 

T^A " Sketch of the Travelling Freema- 
sons of the Middle Ages,” was not received 
in season for the ..present number, and we 
may find it convenient to defer its publica- 
tion until the first number of the ensuing vol- 
ume. 

The favor of our New Orleans correspond- 
ent came to hand too late for the present 
month. 
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ON THE BEST MEANS OF EXTENDING THE 
USEFULNESS OF FREEMASONRY. 

TRANSLATED .FROM THB GERMAN, FOR THIS MAGAZINE. 

All intelligent readers may learn the objects of Masonry from books 
and from discourses, delivered in public, or in Masonic halls. They may 
learn . how it displays itself at the present time, — hiding its venerable head 
in the mist of ages, and ever appearing more youthful ; — they may learn 
that it has been the messenger to the idea of progression , at the different 
steps of man’s education ; to the idea of brotherly love , for all mankind, 
as well for their spiritual as moral exaltation. And to this point, the 
highest to which the mind of man may aim on earth, our royal art has 
been faithful to the present day. Why ? Because of its universal, hu- 
mane direction. For who will venture to affirm, that Masonry could have 
existed so long, if the point of its existence had been a political or reli- 
gious one ? Every day we behold how perishable are all purely conven- 
tional things ; how apparently the strongest bonds break one after another, 
unless concentrating in one absolutely true, that is, universal humane idea . 

Of course, it is the pure, humane character of its labors, which has 
made of Masonry an intellectual and moral power. To this quality, 
therefore, do we owe its preservation, under the ruins which meet the 
eyes of the observer on every side, — amidst the convulsions and transfor- 
mations in church and state. Shall this always be the case ? Shall it 
continue to preserve our Order, not merely from the encroachments of all 
destroying time, but also to procure it a more extended sphere of action ? 
This is a question which every thinking Mason must ask himself, and 
which, undoubtedly, many of us have considered. 

To our view, such a question can merely be a question as to means. 
No body disputes the nobleness or the beauty of the design ; but very 
many have their doubts about the possibility of realizing so beautiful an 
idea. We mean realizing it on a greater scale. Many believe that the 
Masonic Order in our days, is but a kind of insurance-office to its mem- 
45 
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bers, an association for joy and sorrow, but without perceptible influence 
on the progress of social society in general. In this censure, we confess 
there is some truth ; and it will be urged by the uninitiated world, until 
the Order shall have taken proper measures to silence it. A society is 
the stronger, and carries within itself the more elements of life, the more 
it knows how to supply a general want The less it affects life, — the 
more it withdraws itself from the world without , — the feebleb and 

FRAILER IT BECOMES. 

But does Masonry, in our day, show that vigor which is desirable, and 
does it apply all requisite measures, — does it task all its powers, in order 
to interest the uninitiated world ? We think it does not, and the best proof 
of this is the general ignorance of the public, as to the fundamental prin- 
ciples of our Order, as well as the indifference so frequently shown to- 
wards it, by a majority of the world. 

What measures can be taken to put an end to this lamentable state of 
things, and to change the passive part of Masonry, into one of activity 1 
How shall we proceed in order to lead it from that state of inactivity in 
which it now is, and make it come nearer the aim of its labors : the spread 
of brotherly love among mankind , and the promotion of its moral eleva- 
tion 7 

A well defined question is already solved by half. Let us then try to 
define it still more. 

Can Masonry, in our time, — when man’s circle of ideas and industry 
has been enlarged so considerably, — when a mighty influence is exerci- 
sed over the mind, by means of word and Zeffer,-rstill confine itself to its 
old means ? Can it rest satisfied with means, which, howsoever success- 
fully they have been in former times, are evidently, now-a-days, too 
weak to have any durable effect ? Shall it, in short, continue, in our pre- 
sent age, to confine itself to a few individuals, when the power is within 
its reach* to extend its beneficent blessings to thousands ? 

The answer to this question cannot for a moment be doubtful to any of 
us, and all will agree, that such a labor of high merit; such a youthful 
renovation, (if we may express ourselves thus,) could not fail to be one of 
the most joyful events in the glorious history of ohr Order. We think we 
may therefore, without further preface, proceed to speak of those means, 
which to us appear the most proper for accomplishing the object. They 
are 

1st. An organization for an extended propagation of the fundamental 
doctrines of Masonry, by means otword and letter ; and 

2dly. The founding of Public Institutions , or giving an extended and 
better direction to existing ones. 

Social society, it may be, more than ever, sighs for a better order of 
things, — more than ever it perceives that the road exclusively followed 
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by political and religious reforms, leads to no great happiness. It wants 
something better, and wkh reason ; — it wants concord, but not discord — 
it wants combination of spiritual and corporal interests ; but not their 
opposing strife. How can a merely political or religious reform, how 
radically soever we may imagine it to be, lead to such results ? How re- 
store order in the chaos of our social condition ? In one word, how can 
harmony of ideas and interests, be brought about by unharmonic means ? 

This is the reason why so many men, fully acquainted with the real 
wants of the living age, and tired of eternally political and religious dis- 
putes, have embraced a better principle, the principle of the future, name- 
ly, that of association, and, of course, that of our Order. Lamartine, who 
belongs to our Order, — Delaborde , who did belong to it, and many other 
eminent men, approve or have approved of this tendency in France. And 
in England and North America also, the idea begins to force its way. 
Germany alone has no clear perception of it, and it is time, therefore, 
that with us also, the universal humane principle of association, be admit- 
ted into larger circles. 

Where is to be foupd a better starting point from which to realize this 
idea, than in Masonry ? Where to enlist more resolute, more disinter- 
ested champions of truth, than in the ranks of our Order, which is doing 
homage to the princjple of fraternity ? 

It may be alleged, that such a labor is too far from the goal of Ma- 
sonry, and might carry it to quite a new field. Such a fear, however, is 
easily proved to be without foundation ; for it is not intended that it shall 
leave its own field, which is and will be the true one ; but to enlarge it in 
accordance with the wishes and wants of the age. The Order itself may 
remain as it has been, and its mysteries continue to be hidden from the 
profane world. 

The foundation of the Order, thus remaining untouched, not only 
could no objections be made to propagate, as before mentioned, the Ma- 
sonic fundamental ideas, by means of lectures and books, but they would 
be joyfully received by the far greater majority of the German Lodges, 
as the commencement of a new, brilliant phasis to their philanthropical 
labors. This propagation might for the present be effected by a new 
literary paper, to be started for that purpose, and by public lectures on 
the objects of Masonry. It is self-evident that the impression on the world 
would become the greater and surer, the greater the pains taken to con- 
trast the advantages from the principle of association, with the disadvan- 
tages from the existing principle of single and disjointed parts. 

With reference to the other means — founding Institutions of public use, 
or enlarging existing ones at the mutual expense of the German Lodges, — 
our Order has already given effectual proofs in several places, how great- 
ly it esteems and practises them. Thus we have; to go but a step farther 
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than we hare yet gone, in order to give rite to the meet beautiful even®*. 
We might commence with taking into consideration the erection* of Asy- 
lums for poor and neglected children, for young criminals, &e., and 
giving to these Institutions the broad foundation of agriculture. They 
would oot merely have the advantage of not requiring too great expendi- 
tures of money, but, by a judicious management, of refunding the costa in 
the second year, (if not in the first,) and to a certainty, of leaving a hand- 
some profit in the third and fourth; We need not mention the bene- 
ficial influence which such Institutions would have on the rest of the 
world ; — how soon they would imitate so noble an example and introduce 
the new principle more and more universally, in case of success. For- 
tune by nature is epidemical, and is followed hand in hand by morality 
and brotherly love.* 

The Masonic Order might, if but for a trial y risk an enterprise which, 
if successful, would cover it with eternal glory, and most effectually re- 
lieve misery, and alas 1 its accompanying vices. If this end could cnee 
be attained, we should have the beginning of a new and better era, and 
the Masonic Order would be considerably nearer the solution of its pro* 
blem :~-wnvoersal Jove among mankind. 


OPENING “ON THE CENTRE.” 

A correspondent inquires, what is meant by opening “ on tire centre ?” 
None but Master^ Lodges are so opened. Apprentice and Craft Lodges 
are mixed Lodges, — the first including Brethren of the three degreeS-*- 
some higher and some lower in Masonry than others. Consequently, 
there is not a Masonic equality among them. The Master Mason is under 
a stronger obligation to his Brother of an equal degree, than to one of an 
inferior degree. On the contrary, in a Lodge of Masters, all are equal, 
all stand* upon the same level, all are equally near and equally distant to 
each other — as the central point of the eirek is equally near and equally 
distant to its circumference . Hence, we say, a Master’s Lodge is 
44 opened on the centre.” 

If it be objected that there may be Masons in a Master’s Lodge of de- 
grees higher than the third, and that in such cases, the equality here spok- 
en' of cannot exist, our answer is, that they belong to another branch of 
Masonry, and cannot be considered, in settling questions exclusively per- 
taining to ancient Craft Masonry, which consists of three Degrees only. 

*The “ new principle” here spoken of by otir German Brother, is quite an eld one in this 
country; and so it is in Germany) as we could easily demanotmte, we* it esstatisi.— (Eo. 
Mao. 
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The expression in question, occurs in connection with one of the fbrtns 
of prayers, or invocations, at opening, as given in the Trestle-Board. The 
forms there given are practised in the London Lodges, and are taken 
from the ritual sanctioned by the Grand Lodge of England. They are 
brief, expressive, and, we think, pertinent. If generally adopted by the 
Lodges in this country, it would be one important step towards the attain- 
ment of a more general uniformity between our own and the English 
ritual, — an object which all will admit, is greatly to be desired. The 
usual prayers and charges, however, are also given, and can be used if 
preferred. 


REVIVAL OF THE ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD. 

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT. 

In the year 1800, several Sir Knights residing in this State, organized 
as an Encampment, and soon after petitioned to Knights Templars, of 
London, England, for a Charter, which was granted in 1803. Under 
this authority they worked till the General Grand Encampment granted 
them a Charter,* and received the Encampment under its jurisdiction, on 
the 10th September, 1619. 

Under this Charter the Encampment continued to hold its meetings at 
Colchester and New London, for several years, and several Companions 
were created Sir Knights. But during the general cessation of Masonic 
labor, it suspended operations, and its avenues were closed. The Grand 
Encampment of this State, at its session in May last, granted a Dispensa- 
tion to several Sir Knights to remove and revive this — Washington En- 
campment, No. I, — in this city. The Charter, furniture, &c. having been 
obtained, it was organized at Masonic Hail on the afternoon of Wednes- 
day the 28th ult. Sir Knight Elizur Goodrich, Jr. P. G. C., was called to 
the Chair, and Sir Knight Elihu Geer, of New Haven Encampment, ap- 
pointed Secretary. The Chairman having stated the object of the meet- 
ing, read the Dispensation and Charter, it was voted to proceed to baHot 
for officers, and the following Sir Knights were elected to serve till the 
first Monday in January, 1846 : Sir Knight George Giddings, Grand 
Commander ; Elizur Goodrich, Jr. Generalissimo ; James Ward, Captain 
General; Elihu Geer, Illustrious Prelate; N. C. Geer, enior Waren; 
E. Geer, was appointed Recorder, p. t. 

Sir Knight Albert Case, Grand Commander of South Carolina Encamp- 
ment, then took the Chair, opened the Encampment, and Installed the 
officers. The several committees were then appointed, and the Encamp- 
ment wax dosed, to meet again at the call of the officers. There are 
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several excellent Companions in this city, who are anxious to receive the 
Degrees of Knighthood, and the Encampment will have much work to 
do. It is composed of proper materials, and will do well. 

Hartford, Conn., Sept . 1844. 


THE ENGLISH MISSION. 

As the recommendation of the National Convention to send a delegate 
to England, has not as yet received the sanction of a majority of the 
Grand Lodges, I wish to propose an amendment to said recommendation, 
for the consideration of the Fraternity. 

I am induced to make this proposition, by a suggestion t>f the learned 
editor of the London Quarterly Review, copied into the August number 
of the Magazine, to the effect, that u the Grand Lodges of England, Ire- 
land and Scotland, unite and appoint a Committee of Delegation of Breth- 
ren equal to the task of examination, and desirous of removing animosi- 
ties, and promulgating such a uniform and correct system as shall stand 
the test of time, &c.” — [Mag. p. 313.] This, I regard as a most impor- 
tant measure, and one which may be carried out by those Grand Bodies. 
The proposition I wish, to make is, that the Grand Lodges of the United 
States appoint three Delegates, to meet three from each of the aforesaid 
foreign Grand Lodges, at London, or elsewhere, to examine and decide 
upon a system of Work and Lectures, which shall thereafter be uni- 
formly practised, and binding on the Fraternity in both hemispheres. I 
believe this plan feasible, and one that may be eminently successful in 
producing that uniformity we so much desire. I therefore beg to sug- 
gest the propriety of the Grand Lodges taking action on the subject ; and 
if they shall deem it best, to recommend, instead of the appointment of 
one Delegate to England, the appointment of three Delegates to meet 
with a like number from each of the European Grand Lodges, to deliber- 
ate upon Masonic matters, with full powers to decide upon, and promul- 
gate a system which shall be binding upon their great and wide-spread 
constituency. 

The adoption of this measure would be of great benefit to the Craft — 
provided, the Delegates were worthy and well qualified ; and that they 
give to the matter that attention it demands. A perfect uniformity in 
matters pertaining to the great family, would ensue, within the jurisdic- 
tion of the several Grand Lodges represented, and that uniformity would 
extend wherever Masonry is recognized throughout the world. Will our 
Brethren think of this, and if they deem it advisable, second the motion 
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to amend the Resolution of the National Convention, and carry it through 
their Respective Grand Lodges. 1 

Hartford , , Aug. 1844. 

VOTE B? THE EDITOR. 

We commend the suggestion of our correspondent to the serious consideration of the 
Grand Lodges. In deliberating upon the subject, it is important to be bourne in mind, that 
unless the Grand Lodges delegate plenary powers to their representatives, enabling them to 
bind their constituent bodies to abide by the decisions of the Convention, when made and 
promulgated, the mission must inevitably be an entire failure. If after a system has been 
agreed upon by the Convention, either of the parties is to be at liberty to adopt such por- 
tions only as may chance to correspond with its own notions of propriety, and to reject such 
as may not comport with its peculiar views, evil rather than good , will be likely to result 
from the measure, if, on the other hand, a uniform system can be devised, which shall be 
promulgated, at least wherever the Eng^sh language is spoken, it will prove a blessing to 
the whole Fraternity. 


MASONIC SECRECY. 

The secrecy of Masonry is its only sybil voice, proclaiming — Procid, O Pro - 
cut este profanu It is only the secrecy of the lawyer to his client — of the minis- 
ter to the penitent — of the physician to the patient — or of friend to friend. This 
trustworthy confidence is the glory of man. Scandal dies like an echo on the 
shore, where the tongue is bridled by truth and honor. “Whereas no tale- 
bearer the strife ceaseth.” Wrench from the heart of a Mason the secret of his 
Brother, and from that same heart you may blot out the image of his God, the 
vows made to a confiding wife, or the duty he owes to his children, to country 
and to home. The betrayer of secrets in a moral renegade too foul for the at- 
mosphere of honor ; he is the Judas of friendship, and the assassin of character. 

Nor never may an honest, open hearted Mason fear that the better part of 
creation will urge against his Order, to its detriment, the circumstance that the 
ladies are not admitted to a membership among free and accepted Masons. Let 
him tell, what is the fact, that Minerva, the goddess of wisdom, presides in the 
Masonic Lodges, in which she would have indeed but a divided empire if the 
goddess of beauty were admitted along with her. We surely could not trust 
Venus and Minerva together in our Lodges, least we should become too much 
distracted with the blandishments of Beauty to hear at all the severer teachings 
of Wisdom. But it will be high time to attempt a labored defence of this Ma- 
sonic usage when a lady shall complain of it, or when she shall refuse to make a 
secret-keeping Mason the lord of her affections, pillowing on her pure heart both 
the unlocked casket of the secret which it contains ! Ah, could she make him a 
renegade to honor, how would she loathe him ! How unsafe in such hands and in 
such keeping would she ever after consider her own fame, and those gems of 
affection which woman never gives, save to the trusty, the bravo, the unconquer- 
able, the inflexible in purpose. 

There is a sublime secret connected with every thing that is valuable. Says 
the mablight of Masonry, the Bible, u The secret of the Lord is with them that 
fear mm.” There is a secret in each profession of life, in every science, in each 
beautiful art. There is a secret in love — an unspoken language that sometimes 
glances from the eye, but which is oftener hid by virgin modesty until the heart 
becomes an urn of suffering, in which the fires of hidden attachment crimson the 
incense of the affections. There is a secret in hate, whispered only to the moon, 
as its pale cold eye gleams on the assassin’s dagger. There are secrets every 
where in nature, from the pedestal to the capital of the pilla^of the Universe, 
over which the mysterious eye of Omnipotence burns with its secret meaning. — 
Anonymous . 
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TRIENNIAL MEETINGS' 

or THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER AND GENERAL GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES. 

Agreeably to the provisions of their Constitutions, the General Grand 
Chapter and the General Grand Encampment of the United States, as- 
sembled at the Masonic Temple, in the city of New Haven, in the State 
of Connecticut, on Tuesday the 10th day of September, ultimo. A quo- 
rum of both bodies being present, 

THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTBX 

Was organized at 10 o’clock, A. M. as follows : — 

M. E. Rev. Paul Dean, of Mass., G. G. H. P. 

44 Joseph K. Stapleton, of Maryland, D. G. G. H. P. 

44 I. W. Crawford, of Connecticut, G. G. K. 

44 Charles Gilman, of Baltimore, G. G. SecV. 

44 Edward A. Raymond, of Boston, G. G. Treas. 

44 Rev. Albert Case, of South Carolina, as G. G. Chaplain. 

44 Nathan B. Has well, of Vermont, G. G. Marshal. 

Comp* Isaac Tuttle, of New Haven, as G. G. Tyler. 

The General Grand Chapter was opened, in ancient form, with prayer 
by the M. E. and Rev. Comp. Case. 

The record of the proceedings of the last triennial meeting was read. 
After which, on motion, Comps. Crawford, of Conn., Case, of South Caro- 
lina, and Hubbard, of Ohio, were appointed a committee on credentials. 
The following States were represented : — 

New Hampshire — by Comp. Robert Smith. 

Massachusetts— b y Comps. Ruel Baker, John B. Hammatt, and Charles W. 
Moore. 

Rhode Island — by Comp. William Field. 

Connecticut — by Comps. Horace Goodwin, Lucius Tyler, Benoni Shepherd, 
and William E. Sanford. 

New York— by Comps. Benjamin Enos, Robert R. Boyd, and Ebenezer Wads- 
worth. 

Maryland — by Comp. C. G. Peters. 

Ohio — by Comp. William B. Hubbard. 

South Carolina — by Rev. Comp. Albert Case. 

All Royal Arch Masons of regular standing, were invited to take seats 
as visitors in the G. G. Chapter, during its session. 

Comp. Gilman, G. G. Secretary, in compliance with a resolution adopt- 
ed at the last triennial meeting, submitted a digest of such matters and 
things as had officially come to his notice during the recess. Among 
them were communications in relation to the Chapter at San Felipe de 
Austin,— to the organization of a Grand Chapter in Texas, — to the man- 
ner of conferring the Royal and Select Degrees, — to an itinerant lecturer 
of the name of^Cruben, in Louisiana,— to the organization of a Grand 
Chapter in Indiana, — and to the State of Royal Arch Masonry in New 
Orleans. 
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On motion of Comp. C. W. Moore, the digest and accompanying pa- 
pers were referred to Comps. Moore, Goodwin, and Hubbard, who sub- 
sequently reported their reference, for the action of special C ommittees, 
which report was, adopted, and the papers referred accordingly. 

A communication was received from the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, 
inviting the Gen. Grand Chapter to a public entertainment, which invita- 
tion was accepted. The G. Grand Chapter was then adjourned to 3 
o'clock, P. M. 

THE GENERAL GRAND ENCAMPMENT 

Was called to order at 12 o’clock, by Sir Jos. K. Stapleton, D. G. G. 
Master, and organized as follows : — 

M. E. Sir Joseph K. Stapleton, as G. G. Master. 

“ Sir Rev. Paul Dean, as D. G. G. Master. 

“ Sir William H. Ellis, as G. G. Generalissimo. 

“ Sir Robert Smith, as G. G. Capt General. 

“ Sir Rev. Albert Case, as G. G. Prelate. 

“ Sir Charles Gilman, G. G. Recorder. 

“ Sir Edward A. Raymond, G. G. Treasurer. 

w Sir Charles W. Moore, as G. G. Sword Bearer. 

“ Sir John B. Hamroatt, as G. G. Standard Bearer. 

w Sir E. G. Storer, as G. G. Warder. 

Sir Isaac Tuttle was appointed Sentinel. 

The M. E. Sir Jos. K. Stapleton briefly addressed the members on the 
occasion of their assembling, and declared the G. G. Encampment open- 
ed in due and ancient form. Prayer by Rev. Sir Albert Case, of South 
Carolina. 

On motion, of Sir C. W. Moore, the reading of the record of the last 
triennial meeting was dispensed with, there being printed copies in the 
hands of the members. 

A Committee on credentials was appointed, consisting of Sirs Ruel Ba- 
ker, of Mass., Wm. B. Hubbard, of Ohio, and C. G. Peters, of Maryland. 

An invitation from the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, similar to that ex- 
tended to the G. G. Chapter, was received and accepted. 

On motion of Sir E. A. Raymond, all Kts. Templars, in good standing, 
in the city, were invited to take seats as visitors. 

The Grand Encampment of New Hampshire having ceased to exist, 
on motion of Sir C. W. Moore, De Witt Clinton Encampment, at Ports- 
mouth, was directed to enroll itself under the jurisdiction of the Gen. 
Grand Encampment, and make its returns to the Gen. G. Recorder. 

A communication was received from the M. E. Sir James M. Allen, 
and another from the Encampment at Marion, Ala. , which were referred 
to the Committee on the doings of the Grand Officers, to be appointed. 
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The Committee on credentials, reported the following representatives 
as entitled to seats : 

Massachusetts— Sin John B. Hammatt, Ruel Baker, end Charles W. Moore. 

Rhode Isldnd— Sir William Field. 

Connecticut— Sirs William H. Ejllis and E. G. Storer. 

JYew ForA— Sirs Archibald Boll, Robert R. Boyd, And Joseph P. Pirsson. 

Maryland-* Sir C. G. Peters. 

Ohio — Sir William B. Hubbard. 

South Carolina — Sir Albert Case. 

On motion of Sir Charles Gilman, the Gen. G. Constitutions were 
referred to Sir Kts. Gilman, Moore, and Bull, for revision, with instruc- 
tions to make their report during the present session. The G. G. En- 
campment was then adjourned to 9 o’clock, Wednesday morning. 

THU GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER 

Assembled in the afternoon, by adjournment. The record of the 
morning’s proceedings was read and approved. 

The following committees were appointed, viz — 

1. On Royal Arch Masonry in Texas— Comps. Case, of South Carolina, Ellis, 
of Conn., and Smith, of New Hampshire. 

2. On the Royal and Select Masters' Degrees— CoropB. Crawford, of Conn., 
Has well, of Vermont, and Hubbard, of Ohio. 

3. On Royal Arch Masonry in Indiana — Comps. Boyd, of New York, Moore, 
of Massachusetts, and Field, of Rhode Island. 

4. On an Appeal from the proceedings of a body styling itself the Grand Chan- 
ter of La at JVew Orleans — Comps. Moore, of Mass. ; Barnum, of N. York ; 
Hubbard, of Ohio ; Raymond, of Mass., and Peters, of Maryland. 

5. On the Chapter at Jackson, Mu — Hammatt, of Mass. ; Goodwin, of Conn. ; 
and Peters, of Maryland. 

6. On doings of Grand Officers — Enos, of New York ; Fifeld, of R. Island, and 
Case, of South Carolina. 

7. On Finance — Wadsworth, of New York ; Baker, of Mass. ; and Boyd, of 
New York. 

8. On the state of Masonry— Comps. Hubbard, Case and Moore. 

A Committee was likewise appointed on Warrants, and another on the 
next place of meeting, biit the names bf the Companions composing them, 
have escaped our recollection. 

The G. G. Secretary made report of his doings since the last meeting, 
Whibh Was referred to the committee on finance. The Gen. Grand High 
‘Priest also submitted his report, which Was referred * to the Committee on 
the doings of the Grand Officers. The report of M. E. Jos. K. Staple- 
ton, D. G. G. H. P., was likewise read, and indicated, in an eminent degree, 
the high state of prosperity to which this branch of the Masonic family is 
rapidly advancing. Dispensations have been issued by him, daring the 
recess, for the establishment of Chapters at Liberty, Weston, -BeonviHe, 
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and Fayette, in the State of Missouri ; at Columbia! and Jackson, Missis- 
sippi ; Lafayette, Indiana ; Milwaukee, Wisconsin Territory ; Little 
Rock, Arkansas ; Iowa City, Platte ville, and Burlington, Iowa; Niles, 
Michigan ; Chicago, Illinois ; and for the revival of a Chapter at Newark, 
New Jersey. The report was referred to the committee on doings of 
grand officers. 

A communication from Comp. Has well, was received and read. 

The Committee on Warrants reported that a Charter issue to the Chap- 
ter at Niles, Michigan. 

The Gen. Grand Chapter was then adjourned until to-morrow at 12 
o’clock. 

Wednesday Morning, Sept. 11. 

The Gen. Grand Encampment assembled by adjournment this morn- 
ing at 9 o’clock. The officers and members were all present. The 
proceedings of yesterday were read and approved ; and the following 
Committees were appointed : — 

On doings of Grand Officers — Sirs Archibald Bull, E. G. Storer, and William 
B. Hubbard. 

On Finance— 8\n W. H. Ellis, Paul Dean, and J. G. Candee. 

On Warrants — Sire E. S. Barnum, Robert Smith and William Field. 

A committee was also appointed on next place of meeting. 

The D. G. G Master made a report of his doings since last meeting ; 
from which it appeared that he had granted Dispensations for the revival 
of an Encampment at Charleston, S. C., and for a new one at Jackson, 
Miss. The report was referred to the committee on doings of Grand 
officers. The Gen. G. Recorder also submitted his report, which was re- 
ferred to the committee of finance. 

At 12 o’clock, the Gen. Grand Encampment was adjourned till tomorrow 
morning, for the purpose of uniting with the Gen. Grand Chapter, in pur- 
suance of the invitation from the Grand Lodge of Connecticut. 

At 6 o’clock in the afternoon, the General Grand Chapter was called 
to order, and after the transaction of some unfinished business, was ad- 
journed to 4 o’clock, to-morrow afternoon, for the election of officers, and 
to receive the reports of committees. 

Thursday Mprning, Sept. 12. 

The Gen. Grand Encampment met pursuant to adjournment. The 
record of yesterday was read and approved ; and after the transaction of 
some unimportant business, the Gen. Grand Encampment resolved itself 
into a Committee of the whole, for the choice of officers. The following 
Sir Knights were elected : 
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M. E. Sir Archibald Bull, of Troy, N. Y., 6. 6. Master. 

“ Sir Joseph K. Stapleton, of Baltimore, Md., D. 6. G. Master. 

“ Sir William H. Ellis, of Jfew Haven, Conn., G. G. Generalissimo. 

M William B. Hubbard, of Columbus, Ohio, G. G. Capt Gen. 

“ Rev. Albert Case, of Charleston, S. C., G. G. Prelate. 

“ Robert Smith, of Portsmouth, N. H., G. G. S. Warden. 

“ Ezra S. Barnum, of Utica, N. York, G. G. J. Warden. 

“ Charles W. Moore, of Boston, Mass., G. G. Sw. Bearer. 

u Joel G. Candee, of New York city, G. G. St Bearer. 

“ Simon W. Robinson, of Boston, Mass., G. G. Warder. 

The General Grand Officers were then installed, and sundry matters 
fully and freely discussed. 

The Committee on revision of the Gen. Grand Constitutions made their 
report, which was accepted, and five hundred copies ordered to be printed. 

The Committee on the next place of meeting reported, that after con* 
suiting with a similar Committee from the Gen. Grand Chapter, they had 
fixed on Columbus, in the Sate of Ohio. The report was accepted,, and 
the Encampment adjourned to 7 o’clock. 

THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER 

Assembled at 4 o’clock, P. M., pursuant to adjournment, and resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole for the choice of officers. The fol- 
lowing Companions were elected : 

M. E. Rev. Paul Dean, of Boston, Mass., G. G. H. High Priest 
“ Joseph K. Stapleton, of Baltimore, Md., D. G. G. High Priest 
“ I. W. Crawford, of Union, Connecticut, G. G. £ing. 

“ Ezra S. Barnum, of Utica, N. York, G. G. Scribe. ' 

“ Charles Gilman* of Baltimore, Md., G. G. Sec’y. 

“ Edward A. Raymond, of Boston, Mass., G. G. Treas. 
u Nathan B. Has well, of Burlington, Vt., G. G. Marshal. 

The Grand Officers were then installed. 

The Gen. Grand Secretary proposed sundry amendments to the Gen. 
Grand Constitution, which were discussed, and adopted. Five hundred 
copies of the Constitution, as amended, were then, on motion of Comp. 
Moore, ordered to be printed. 

Most of the Committees appointed on the first day of the session made 
their reports. These reports are of great length, and of incalculable im- 
portance to the welfare and prosperity of this branch of the Masonic Fra- 
ternity. The duties assigned to the Committees were most difficult and 
laborious. We believe that their reports, when published, will show 
that they have all acquitted themselves with intelligence and fidelity, and 
with a single eye to the great interests of the whole Institution. In some 
respects their duties were painful, but it will be found that although they 
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have not shrunk from any responsibility, they have discharged them in a 
spirit of kindness and forbearance. 

The Committee to whom were referred the difficulties growing out of 
the organization of the Grand Chapter of Texas, could not consistently 
recommend the recognition of that body. Its proceedings are all radi- 
cally wrong, and wholly without precedent, in this or any other country. 
The veryfrespectable Brethren to whom the Companions in Texas applied 
for advice, were undoubtedly honest in the opinions they gave ; but they 
were in error. The Committee have recommended that the Gen. Grand 
Secretary give them such fraternal instruction as may aid them in re- 
tracing their steps and adopting such measures as are consistent with cor- 
rect Masonic practice. The removal of San Felipe de Austin Chapter to 
Galveston^ was confirmed. 

The report of the Committee on the Royal and Select Masters’ degrees, 
disallows the practice which had obtained in some sections of the country, 
of conferring those degrees before that of the Royal Arch. 

The Committee on the organization of the late supposed Grand Chapter 
of Indiana, report that there is no evidence of its ever having been legally 
organized. They recommend such measures as, it is believed, will be 
satisfactory to the worthy Companions who have fallen into the error 
which constitutes the cause of complaint. 

The Committee on Royal Arch Masonry and existing difficulties in 
New Orleans, had a very laborious and most unpleasant duty to perform. 
The documents before them were voluminous, and required great labor 
and patience in their examination. This was given to them. The result 
is, that the Gen. Grand Chapter does not recognize the Grand Chapter of 
Louisiana, nor admit its right to interfere with any Chapter under its juris- 
diction. The Charter of Holland Chapter in the city of New Orleans, 
which was revoked, has been restored, and its officers, who were expelled 
for refusing to acknowledge the legality of the organization in question, 
reinstated. Holland Chapter has been directed to resume its labors, and 
make its returns to the Gen. Grand Secretary. 

These are the most important of the reports, and we shall place them, 
and all others, before our readers as soon as we obtain copies from the 
Gen. Grand Secretary. They were adopted with great unanimity. The 
Grand Chapter continued in session, without recess, until about 10 o’clock 
in the evening, when it was adjourned to Friday morning, at 8 o’clock. 

The General Grand Encampment was then opened for the completion 
of its business. A report and sundry documents from Sir William J. 
Reese, late Gen. Gr. Capt. General, who was prevented by engagements 
from attending in person, were received and referred to SirsC. W. Moore, 
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of Mass., William B. Hubbard, of Ohio, and J. G. Candee, of New York. 
The Committee soofr after made their report, which was adopted, and the 
remaining business being disposed of, the Gen. G. Encampment was clo- 
sed at about 11 o’clock, to meet again at Columbus, in Ohio, on the se- 
cond Tuesday in September, 1847. 

THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER 

Came together pursuant to adjournment, on Tuesday morning, at 8 
o'clock. The unfinished business was, taken up and disposed of, and the 
Gen. Gr. Chapter closed as above, at 10 o'clock. Thus closed the ses- 
sion. 

It may. We believe, in strict truth be said, that at no previous session 
since the organization of these Grand Bodies, has there ever been one 
half the business transacted, either in amount or importance. The com- 
mittees were all overloaded— literally buried up in documents — and were 
compelled to labor incessantly night and day, or fail to make their re- 
ports. The members in common had an excellent opportunity to try 
the experiment of how long a man can labor without rest l .* 

It is proper to add, that this sketch of the proceedings is written almost 
entirely from memory, and is not therefore so full as it otherwise would 
have been. We took some brief notes the first day, but the mass of 
business constantly pressing upon the attention of both the Grand Bodies, 
rendered it impossible for us to continue them. We shall, however, 
hereafter publish a full account of the doings, and for the present beg 
the indulgence of our readers. Should any errors have occurred they 
will then be corrected. 

The proceedings were conducted in harmony, and the best spirit of 
fraternal kindness prevailed among the members. The Brethren in Con- 
necticut well merited, as they have received, the thanks of both the Grand 
Bodies, for the elegant arrangements made for their accommodations, and 
for the manifold attentions and kindnesses extended to them. The 
members were made to realize that they were among Brethren, and they 
will years hence individually look back to the meeting in New Haven, as 
one replete with pleasant recollections. 

THE FESTIVAL. 

The w Complimentary Dinner” was given to the two General Grand 
Bodies, and invited guests, by the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, on Wed- 
nesday. It was one of those joyous occasions which occur at irregular 
intervals to smooth the rugged paths to life and to reconcile man to the 
thousand perplexities and disappointments incident to his condition, and 
to the ever-changing scenes which surround him. The day was one 
of the brightest and loveliest of the season, and the attendance of the 
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B*elktei> firbta all parts of the State, was unusually large. The proces- 
sion, whether regarded with reference to the numbers or the characters of 
the gentlemen composing it, was brilliant and imposing. 44 Never,” says 
a respected contemporary, 44 has that beautiful town witnessed such a 
scene before, and it will probably be a long time before it is favored with 
such a display again.” 

At 12 o'clock, a Committee of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut waited 
upon the Gen. G. Chapter, then m session, and announced that the Grand 
Lodge was ready to receive them. The Gen. Grand Chapter was imme- 
diately adjourned, and uniting with the Gen. Grand Encampment, the two 
bodies were formed in procession by their Marshal, and proceeded to the 
lecture room in the Temple, where the Grand Lodge and fraternity were 
assembled. Hie exercises there took place as follows : 

1. Prayer by Rev. Br. John Moore, of Hartford, Grand Chaplain. 

& Ode, by Br. John H. Phoebus. 

3. Address of welcome, by Br. Henry C. Flagg, Esq. of New Haven. 

4 An address in reply, on behalf of the General Grand Bodies, by M. E. Rev. 
Paul Dead. 

5. Benediction by the Grand Chaplain. 

A procession was then formed and marched through the principal 
streets of the town, to the Tontine Hotel, where the Brethren partook of 
a sumptuous and well provided entertainment, furnished by Br. Allis, the 
gentlemanly host of that excellent establishment. A few sentiments were 
given, chiefly complimentary to the distinguished guests, and were re- 
sponded to with great force and pertinency by M. E. Companions Hub- 
bard, of Ohio, and Stapleton, of Maryland. The procession was then 
again formed, and marched through several streets to the Hall of the 
Grand Lodge, where that Grand Body was called to order by the M. W. 
G. Master, Henry Peck, Esq. The Brethren were then, on the invitation of 
the Grand Master, addressed by Br. Bradford, of Philadelphia, in an elo- 
quent and pretty speech of about fifteen minutes. He was followed by 
the Rev. Br. Case, of South Carolina, in the forcible and impressive man- 
ner for which that Brother is eminently distinguished. Both these address- 
es gave great satisfaction, and the only regret was that there was not 
time for others to speak. The Grand Lodge was soon after closed in 
harmony and good fellowship, and the Brethren retired to their respec- 
tive homes, well pleased with the occasion that had called them together. 

The address by Br. Flagg was the production of a well disciplined and 
well informed mind. It was admirably written and arranged, and deliv- 
ered with great force and eloquence. His welcome to the General Grand 
Bodies was warm and hearty. It made the guests feel that they were wel- 
come, and among Brethren. He next took up the general principles of the 
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Institution — treated it as a benevolent rather than as a charitable fraterni- 
ty — spoke of its antiquity — answered the objection to it as a secret asso- 
ciation— referr d to its usefulness when in a strange land and among 
strangers ; and in illustration of this point, related several highly inter- 
esting anecdotes. He also spoke of its advantages in times of war, — it 
had disarmed the foe, turned aside the scalping knife., and stayed the mur- 
derous hand of the pirate. The address is worthy of preservation, and 
we hope to see it in print. If no arrangements have been made to this 
effect, we should be pleased to receive a copy for the Magazine. 

The reply of Rev. Br. Dean was worthy of the distinguished reputation 
of that Brother as a public extemporaneous speaker. We hope to be able 
to lay his remarks before our readers. 

The Committee of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, have richly meri- 
ted the thanks of their Brethren, for the admirable manner in which their 
arrangements were made and executed. Nothing occurred to m&r the 
pleasures of the day — nothing that we could wish to recal. 


THE THREE TASKS. 

BY BR. JOHN F. SMITH. 

[Written for the Seventh Anniversary Festival in aid of the fl Asylum for aged and decayed 
Freemasons/’ London.] 

Though, Brothers ! we have built our shrine, 

And reared the Altar’s Cubic Stone, 

Graved on its front the Mystic Sigh, 

Known to our ancieat Craft alone ; 

Not yet our Crowning Work begun, 

The Mason’s labor is not done ! 

Though Chanty bath formed a pile 
Where breathes her orphan children’s prayer, 

Whose grateful hearts, whose happy smile, 

Reward our deeds and bless our care ; 

Not yet our Crowning Work begun, 

The Mason’s labor is not done l 

When we have rear’d a home for those 
Who of their plenty freely gave, 

Whom poverty, at life’s late close 
Hath left no shelter but the grave *. 

Then may we boast a race well ran, 

Then will our Crowning Work be done. 
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AN ORATION, 

Delivered before the Grand Lodge of Alabama, and citizens of Tuscaloosa, on the 8th Dec. 
last, by the Rev. Br. E. V. Lhvebt. 

Though the assemblage on the present occasion be a promiscuous crowd, yet 
the occasion itself is one of interest While we think of the discordant feelings 
which pervade the audience, and recollect, that, while curiosity is fee spring of 
action with some, arid others are moved by feelings of fee most unkind charac- 
ter, there are others; 'Who justly appreciate the Institution of Masonry. Mason- 
ry! say® one, “ what good hfcs Masonry ever done ?” Without carefully answer- 
ing fei® question, we would propound another — What evil can possibly grow out 
of an institution which has for its avowed object, the amelioration of human 
wretchedness ? the grand distinguishing doctrines of which are Faith in Cjod, 
Hope in imttttrrtality, and Chanty to all mankind ? Masonry, as an Institution, 
stands closely allied to man’s dearest earthly interest And though fee design- 
ing; the ignorant, and the vicious, have labored for its destruction, it has stood 
firm m a 1 wall of adamant, and increased in strength under all its persecutions. 
Like the mysterious bush beheld at the foot of Horeb, it has flourished uncon- 
surned in the midst of fire. It has been fee object of envy, or hatred, from its 
earliest infancy, to the present moment— indeed, it is more than probable, that 
even in this Congregation, may be found those who are its avowed' adversaries. 
But’the wily arts of the designing* and the malice of the vicious, have been alike 
unsuccessful in‘ their attempts. The storm has collected all its energies, and 

S ifted out all its fury; the sea has u wrought and been very tempestuous,” but 
ssonry has withstood fee shock ; like the mighty rock embeded in the ocean’s 
depth, it has driven back fee angry surge. True, fee sea-weeds around haVe 
been shaken, and some, by fee violence of the blast, have been rudely torn away ; 
but this serves more clearly to reveal the firmness and stability of fee Institution 
itself. Masonry speaks an universal language ; feus gaining access to every 
nation of the earth, and finding a residence in the bosom of all grades of society. 
The potentate, clad in purple and ermine, swaying an imperial sceptre, and deck- 
ed with all the trappings of royalty, has regarded it a privilege to bow at the 
shrine of Masonry, and ' offer his sacrifices upon her altars. And the humble 
peasant, in his mud- walled cottage, surrounded with fee pressing cares of life, 
and familiar with poverty inf all its rudeness, is admitted to equal privileges, and 
acknowledged as a Brother: She regards no man for his external appearance, 
nor for fee rank which be holds in society. In bestowing her favors, she exacts 
of all an uncompromising submission to her ordinances and ceremonies. And in 
her train you behold fee Statesman, the Warrior, the Jtidge, the Divine, and the 
Yeomaniy of the country, with heart and hand united, to advance her interests, 
conscious that the interests of Masonry, are closely connected with the dearest 
earthly interests of man. Masonry does not profess to be a religious Institution, 
and those who, in their zeal for her welfare, have made such a representation of 
her, have done her an injury. She professes to inculcate morality and benevo- 
lence. She teaches to reverence the name of God, to curb irregular passions 
and appetites, and to be good and loyal subjects of the government; but she does 
not profess to change the hearts and prepare man for a better life — though in her 
instructions, she directs to that God who can pardon sin, constantly reminding 
us that the same Eye which watches the sun, moon and stars, searches also 
the inmost recesses of the heart, and Will eventually bring into judgment every 
thought, and every word. Masonry teaches her votaries to regard all worthy Ma- 
sons as Brothers , whether they be found u in poverty ? s vale, or abounding in 
wealth f whether mingling in the circles of polished and fashionable life, or 
among the wandering sons of Ishmael. She repudiates all invidious distinctions, 
and inculcates the duty of doing good to all, so far as may be practicable. The 
Widow, the fatherless, the stranger and the impoverished outcast from society, are 
the objects of her peculiar care and attention. How often has the cruse been 
supplied wife oil, and the barrel with meal, through the beneficence of Masonry ! 
47 
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When the poor widow has consumed her last morsel, and with tearfilled eye rod 
aching heart, surveyed her helpless progeny— i*ed uced to penuiy, and clad in 
rags— the genius of Masonry, ever on the alert for such objects of charity, has 
silently and unostentatiously redressed her sorrows, supplied her wants, and 
filled her house with plenty, and her heart with joy. The question is frequently 
ask6d by the enemies of Masonry, “Why do we not see these exhibitions of be- 
nevolence ?” I answer for two reasons — first, Masonry sounds no trumpets when 
about to distribute alms ; secondly — there is (perhaps) not about your own heart 
a sufficient amount of fellow-feeling, to prompt you to visit these children of sor- 
row, and familiarize yourself with their wants, and the sources of their supplies. 
The thoughtless wanderer, in the moment of unapprehensive security, surrounded 
with dangers imminent and unseen, has been guarded by the vigilance of Ma- 
sonry ; his feet have been kept from slipping— his purse has been reached from 
the robber, his character from infamy — and his life from the descending dagger 
of the midnight assassin. Through her influence the captive in a distant, barba- 
rous land, has been set at liberty, and returned to his home. This is the genius 
of Masonry. And is this the Institution so much aspersed by the ignorant and 
disaffected ? An association which breathes nothing but good will to man, so far 
from being traduced and calumniated, should find an advocate in every son and 
daughter of Adam. However, we cannot but expect to find opposers to Masomy 
so long as the carnal mind is opposed to all goodness, and men are content to 
remain in wilful ignorance of its genius. Even the mild and peaceful gospel of 
Jesus Christ, which offers to man bliss of heavenly origin, with the promise of 
eternal life, has had its open and unreconcilable enemies, from the moment its 
Author opened his eyes in the stable at Bethlehem, down to the present day. 
Under the influence of prejudice, every object is seen through a defective me- 
dium. Then, a devout David is a “ man of blood,” a holy John “ hath a devil, 
and is mad yea, even the blessed Jesus, is “ a wine bitter, and a glutton.” But 
enough of this. 

It should be a source of pleasant reflection to us that our Institution remains firm 
and unshaken, amid all the chances and changes which affect this world. Through 
the long line of wasted years, which have witnessed the rise and fall of Em- 
pires, and Republics, it has been transmitted to us, pure in its doctrines, and when 
we shall have “ gone the way of all the earth,” and our names forgotten among men. 
Masonry trill be to our posterity, what it was to our fathers, what it is now to us. We 
retrospect the days that have passed in the history of our world, and acquaint our- 
selves with the nations of antiquity — and we find the history of the world perpetual- 
ly changing. A kingdom springs up, and rises into distinction, apparently based up- 
on indestructible principles, and promising duration coeval with time. But scarcely 
has the crowned head folded his arms, in the pleasant reflection, that his armies 
are invincible, and his ships are spread upon every sea, until a revolution shakes 
his throne, strips him of all the habiliments of royalty, and his Kingdom is merg- 
ed into a Republic. As the revolution saps the foundation of the Kingdom, so 
utter desolation sweeps away the Republic, leaving scarcely a trace of its exis- 
tence. Let Palmyra, Rome, Carthage and Athens speak. But Masomy stands 
erect and unscathed, amid the desolations which have saddened the history of 
the world. The politics of this world present a discordant chaos, where all sorts 
of contrarieties are blended "together, and these conflicting sentiments serve, at 
best, only to harrass and distress the heart of man, to rob him of his peace, and 
strew his pillow with thorns. Look at the present political state of our once 
happy country, and yoii find discord, not only in the different divisions of our 
widely extended territory, but even in the same neighborhood, village, and around 
the same fire-side, children of the same father are political enemies. But Ma- 
sonry speaks the language of kindness to all her votaries, regarding all as mu- 
tually -engaged for the promotion of each others welfare. Her sun rising in the 
East , diffuses his rays to the West, while the splendor from the South at High 
MeruHan, scatters radiance and warmth to every part, and cheers and invigo- 
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rates the whole. Hence, go where you may, on all the earth, among every tribe, 
of every complexion, of every language, you will find the ' Brother whose foot 
will be swift to your relief, whose ear will be open to your sorrow, and who will 
be faithful to the performance of such duties as moral obligation imposes upon 
him. 

If the inquiry be pressed — “Why has Masonry remained unmoved, amid the 
convulsions which have agitated the political world ?” I answer — all other Insti- 
tutions of human origin, have trusted themselves to their own supposed excel- 
lence, or to their inherent value, being based alone upon the wisdom of man. 
Not so with Masonry. Conscious of man’s impotency, and of the mutability of 
all below the sun, Masonry is based upon revelation, and places her trust in God. 
With heartfelt regret, we are constrained to acknowledge, that there is too much 
recklessness in the moral deportment of many of her votaries. All her leading 
doctrines, however, are drawn from the Bible, which is acknowledged to contain 
“ the only and sufficient rule, both of our faith and practice.” As God’s inesti- 
mable gift to man, it is an all important article in the furniture of every Lodge. 
In that blessed volume only, are we taught the relation we sustain to God. And 
Masonry, by her emblems, seeks constantly to illustrate and enforce its cheering 
truths, calling to her aid the collateral sciences. She tells man of his exalted 
origin, his present degraded and helpless condition, his ignorance, blindness, and 
bondage. She points him to his high and immortal distinction, and bids him 
“ ask” with the assurance “ he shall receive.” She regards sense, reason and 
faith, as progressive steps, by which the mind ascends to God. Appealing to his 
senses, she tells him that the great I AM is every where present ; that the mani- 
festations of his power are every where seen, that the light which shines upon 
his path at noon-day, is an femblem of the Divine purity, at the same time bid- 
ding him to “ walk in the light as re is in the light” But though sense teaches 
the existence of God, it teaches but little more, and is therefore an insufficient 
guide for man. 

Reason is then called to his aid, and from the magnitude of the works of God, 
his power is inferred. From their great variety and harmony, we learn his wis- 
dom. Their great abundance, and perfect adaptation to the wants and wishes of 
humanity, proclaim his goodness and fatherly kindness, — and thus we may learn 
all the attributes of Deity. But still the scheme is incomplete, for neither sense 
nor reason can tell the relation I sustain to God. The artist indeed is skilful, 
and the foundation of the Temple is laid deep in knowledge, but the materials 
are scanty. They grow in a country beyond the grave, a / land never yet explor- 
ed by human reason, and we find her exhausted, powerless and bewildered. 
Having relaxed her grasp, the tool drops from her enfeebled hand ; completely 
lost and overwhelmed, she sits enwrapt in restless anxiety, unable to exercise her 
powers. Just at this point Faith steps forward, takes up the tool which fell from 
the hand of reason, and draws her materials from revelation ; thus the building 
rises, and shall continue to rise, until the capstone is brought forward, with shout- 
ing, Grace, grace unto it, for “ Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of tnings not seen.” Though I may indeed be with God upon the 
mountain, and on the ocean, — though the brilliancy of the noontide sun be re- 
garded as an emblem of his purity, and though reason, ever active and mighty, 
may teach me from the works of nature, many of Jehovah’s attributes, yet there 
are subjects of vital importance to me, which they do not teach. What relation 
do I sustain to him ? Have I ever sinned against him ? If so, will he pardon that 
sin ? Amid the dangers with which I am surrounded, will he be my guide and 
defence ? Shall I 'exist beyond this short life, and if so, what will be that state, 
happy or miserable P These are questions which neither sense nor reason can 
answer. It is fqith rising upon the wing of revelation, which unfolds the mys- 
tery, introduces me into the third heaven, teaches me the relation I sustain to 
God, and enables me to endure, as seeing him who is invisible, t am fully aware 
that many indulge the opinion that Masonry is at war with the doctrines of reve- 
lation, and that infidelity, in all its diversified forms, finds protection and support 
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in a Masonic Lodge. Nopasitien oan he mm false, and yon will invwiftbly 
find such opinions the offsprings of ignorance or depravity. Whether among 
Masons, or Anti-Masons, they can only spring from empty heads, or corrupt 
hearts. And how a man, possessed of ordinaiy capacity, can receive the several 
Degrees of Masonry, and then stand forth as its advocate, while he indulges one 
infidel sentiment, is something more than 1 can understand. Every object with- 
in the Lodge to which he can direct his attention, together with almost every 
turn in the various ceremonies of conferring the Degree^ presents some emblem 
of a Trinity. At almost every step he Is reminded of his doty to God ; the effi- 
cacious intercession of the adorable Redeemer is strongly inculcated, nor is he 
infrequently taught the necessity of a pure heart, as the work of a renewing 
spirit So far from teaching man to rest satisfied with his situation in this life, 
she constantly impresses upon him the absolute necessity of a virtuous life, me 
the only means to secure a happy death, well knowing that man’s eternal destiny 
must receive its coloring from the general tenor of his deportment here. 

And that her votaries may be stimulated to a life of virtuous purity, she temebee 
them that “ it is good and pleasant for Brethren to dwell together in unity.” Any 
thing is good in proportion to its beneficent nature, or in proportion as it is calcu- 
lated to answer a valuable purpose. The ends designed by human society, are 
the glory of God, and the benefit of man. As unity is calculated to answer theme 
ends, it is good. No society can be pleasant unless there be a general agree- 
ment subsisting among its members ; but unity among Brethren cannot fail to 
please those who are under its influence, because it tends to put to rest every 
turbulent passion, and to call into exercise every agreeable and useful reflection. 
For Brethren to dwell together in unity is good, because it is according to the 
express requirement of the Divine law. The sum of the second table is, “ Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” This law is founded in the fitness of things ; 
all its requirements are such as every one would desire, others to observe in rela- 
tion to himself. It enjoins us “ to do to others as we would they should do to 
us.” This law therefore forbids any thing contrary to the unity of Brethren, and 
enjoins those dispositions, and that mode of conduct which are inseparable from 
good order and agreement amongst men. Now this law is the eternal rule of 
right ; whatever is conformable to its principles and requirements, is morally 
good, and whatever is contrary thereto, is morally evil ; and “ for Brethren to 
dwell together in unity,” is to exemplify this law of love. M For Brethren to 
dwell together in unity is good,” because it promotes the general advantages of 
society, and of each individual member thereof. This keeps every member in 
his proper place, and makes him satisfied with his station, and circumstances. 
Tales of scandal, backbiting, evil and injurious speaking, are here unknown. 
Every member is governed by the law of kindness ; all are employed in promo- 
ting the good of society, and in dispensing benefits to all around them ; no hos- 
tile or uidawful depredations are here made upon the rights of others, but every 
one is secure in the possession of his character, his person, and his property. 
Nor is he merely safe from the members of his own community, but also from 
those around. All labor to promote each other’s happiness, and what can suc- 
cessfully oppose a band of Brothers thus united ? As such a society of men 
would be incapable of an unrighteous assault upon their fellow men, they will 
secure the aid of Omnipotence, which will ever be exerted in defending such a 
people against the assaults of others. Therefore no foe, however powerful, will 
be able to overcome them, and every member of such & community will share in 
the advantages of his Brother. The poor will not envy the rich, nor the rich 
* despise or neglect the poor ; but from the abundance of some, others who need 
will be supplied. They will be each other’s nurses, physicians, patrons, friends 
and benefactors. Such a state of society must be good, u c. beneficial to every 
one who is permitted to enjoy it ; and it must also prove beneficial to the world 
so far as it is capable of extending its influence. “For Brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity” is not only good but pleasant . Who but a fiend could he other- 
wise than pleased with such a stats of society as this ? Yet stubborn facts evince 
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that «if> such A state of society as this may hate its enemies. Witness the 
state of the first Christians, and the persecutions that were raised against them 
by both Jews and Gentiles. But even in the midst of their sorest persecutions, 
they found it “ pleasant to dwell together in unity.” And when separated by 
persecution, as they carried with them this unity, they still found it pleasant, and 
were enabled to endure the greatest sufferings, and by their united patience to 
overcome some of their most determined persecutors. But when such a society 
of Brethren are privileged to dwell together, enjoying each other’s presence, 
closely united in affection, and doing every thing m their power to make each 
other happy, it must afford them the most solid pleasure of which human nature 
is susceptible. And who that feels this sacred union with his Brethren, can do 
otherwise than feel the pleasure which such a state of society affords ? 

Because this unity is good and pleasant, David compares it to the sacred oil, or 
precious ointment with which Aaron, the High Priest, was conscerated to office. / 
This ointment was composed of olive oil, with several costly aromatic substan- 
ces, winch made it a most fragrant and delightful perfume. The Israelites were 
positively forbidden to make any like it, or to have, or use it for common purpo- 
ses. This ointment of consecration was emblematical of the Holy Spirit’s in- 
fluences, which alone can enlighten and purify the heart of man. And by this 
comparison we are taught that God alone can afford that grace by which the 
corrupt heart of man may be disposed to peace and unity with his Brethren. He 
compares it to this ointment also, because of the pleasure which such a state of 
unity amongst Brethren affords to society. That as the % fragrant smell of this 
ointment which was poured upon the head of Aaron extended to, and delighted 
with its fragrance all around him, so unity of Brethren is a source of pleasure as 
well as advantage to every member of the community. He compares it also to 
the dew which fell on Mount Herraon. Hermon is a range of mountains on the 
north border of the land of Canaan, or of the possession of the Israelites, on the 
east side of Jordan, including within its range several eminences, one of which 
is called Zion. This is not the same as Zion the Holy City, but is one of the 
eminences of Hermon. It is said that the dew which falls upon this mountain is 
so abundant, that a person exposed to it in the night, would be as thoroughly wet 
as though he had been drenched with water ; and yet it is so salubrious, that a 
man might sleep in the open air all night, and be without feeling the least incon- 
venience, or suffering any injury from the dews of Hermon. To this abundant 
and healthful dew, David compares unity amongst Brethren, to teach us that it 
is fruitful in its benefits and pleasures, shedding an abundance of good upon all 
who come within its influence, communicating the most solid pleasures and ad- 
vantages, without injury to any one. Unity among Brethren, is wealth to the in- 
digent, instruction to the ignorant, a friend to the friendless, and a father to the 
orphan. For there the Lord commanded the blessing. There, not on Hermon, 
but on a society of united Brethren. For where such union exists, it is the pro- 
duct of the Spirit of Holiness; which causes the purified heart to send forth the 
tribute of praise, ardent and savoury, “as the pot of burning incensed 

To secure this gracious end, Masonry urges her votary to resist every evil ; and 
still farther, to incite to a life of holiness, she presses upon him the cheering 
truth, that when the dark and thorny road of life is all trodden over, though he 
may slumber for a while in the darkness and silence of the grave, the strength 
of Judah’s Lion will bring him up from that prison house, with his body refined 
from all corruptibility, and rendered immortal as his soul. The doctrine of the 
resurrection, so far from being repudiated by Masonry, is one of her most promi- 
nent tenets, and gives all the interest and sublimity to one of her most interest- 
ing Degrees. And so far from being associated with infidelity, it tends either 
directly or indirectly to the utter subversion of all infidelity. The resurrection 
of the body, through the merit and mediation of Jesus Christ, was fhe theme 
upon which the great Apostle of the Gentiles delighted to dwell. Nor can. reve- 
lation with its bounteoiw stores, produce a doctrine more fraught with joy to 
man. 
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The sprig of evergreen, that emblem of immortality, constantly reminds the 
Mason, that another state of existence awaits him. And when he realizes the 
conscientiousness, that his soul is purified, and fitted as a “ living stone” for that 
celestial temple on high, though he may mourn the loss of such as were dear to 
him here, he sorrows not without hope. The ties which bound him to earth, as 
they have been dissolved, one after another, have taken root in & better soil, en- 
joying the rays of a brighter sun, and breathing an atmosphere untainted by mias- • 
ma, and with fondest anticipation, he looks forward to the day which shall restore 
him to the society of those loved ones who have long since been called “ from 
labor to refreshment” A sober, rational conviction that they will be recognized, 
is a source of unspeakable joy ; and the cheering truth, that their re-union will no 
more be dissolved, renders that joy extatic. 

O! then let me beseech you> rest not satisfied with an acquaintance with the 
ceremonies of Masonry, nor yet with the speculations of philosophy ; but, with 
care and diligence, cultivate those virtues and graces, so beautifully typified by 
the numerous emblems employed in the Craft. Philosophy confines its views to 
this world, principally. It endeavors to satisfy man with the grovelling joys' of 
earth, till he returns to the dust from which he was taken. But Christianity 
takes a nobler flight ; her course is directed towards immortality. Thither she 
conducts her votary, and never forsakes him till, having introduced him to the 
society of angels, she fixes his eternal residence among the spirits of the just 
Philosophy can only heave a sigh, a longing sigh, after immortality. Eternity is 
to her an unknown/ vaqt, in which she soars on conjecture’s trembling wing — 
alone, beneath, around is an unfathomable void ; and doubt, uncertainty, or des- 
pair, is the result of all her inquiries. Christianity, on the other hand, having 
furnished all necessary information, concerning life, with firm and undaunted 
step, crosses death’s narrow isthmus, and boldly launches forth into that dreadful 
futurity, which borders upon it. Her path is marked with glory. The once dark 
and dreary region brightens as she approaches it, and benignity smiles as she 
passes over it Faith follows where she advances, till, reaching the summit of 
everlasting bliss, an unknown scene, in endless varieties of loveliness and beauty 
presents itself, over which the ravished eye wanders without a cloud to dim, or a 
limit to obstruct its sight In the midst of this scene, rendered luminous by the 
glory which covers it, the city— the palace — the throne of God appears. Trees 
of life, waving their ambrosial tops around it — rivers of salvation issue from be- 
neath it — before it, angels touch their harps of living melody — and saints, in 
sweet response, breathe forth to the listening heavens their grateful songs. The 
breezes of Paradise waft the symphony, and the pending skies direct it to the 
earth. The redeemed of the Lord catch the distant sound, and feel a sudden 
rapture. ’Tis the voice of departed friendships — friendships, the loss of which 
they mourned upon the earth, but which they are now assured shall be restored 
in the heavens, from whence a voice is heard to say, “ fear not,” death cannot in- 
jure you, the grave cannot confine you — through its chill mansion the “Lion of 
Judah’s tribe” will conduct you up to glory — we wait your arrival — haste, there- 
fore, come away. 

These are some of the ravishing doctrines taught by revelation, and cordially 
embraced by Masoniy ; and yet Masonry is not without her enemies — enemies, 
irreconcilable in their feelings, who take a peculiar pleasure in denouncing Ma- 
sonry as the friend of debauchery, and every excess, inimical to piety — and the 
fruitful source of infidelity — while in truth she is avowedly and practically the 
friend of mankind, breathing only benignity towards the species— exhibiting the 
utmost patience towards ber enemies, so that, when the most unfeeling persecu- 
tor cries, “ away with it from the earth,” she can take him by the hand, and say 
why ? what evil hath she done ? and he will be unable to answer a word. 

Then, Brethren beloved, let the purity which is inculcated by the volume of 
revelation, and so frequently and forcibly impressed upon our attention, by the 
various emblems employed in our Institution, be tbe point at which we aim. 

With untiring diligence, let us M press towards the mark for the prize,”— so shall 
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we be &b]e to put to silence the tongues of the disaffected, and evince to all who 
behold us, that Masons are capable of cherishing the finest feelings of human 
nature, nay, of reducing to practice in all their intercourse with men, the pre- 
cepts of virtue and holiness, so essential to the happiness of man, and so well 
calculated to bring declarative glory to God. Thus shall the days of our pil- 
grimage here be passed in fond anticipation of an entrance into that Grand Lodge 
on high, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides. And, though 
despised by many, we may still enjoy the bliss of an approving conscience, a 
treasure — 

“ Which nothing earthly gives, or can destroy, 

The soul’s calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy' 1 — 

While with joy we behold the manifestations of Divine compassion, which con- 
strain us with wonder to cry out — M He is good, for his mercy endureth for- 
ever” — our glowing hearts will prompt us to impart instruction to the uninformed, 
both by precept and example. And that our labor of love may not be in vain — 
“Holiness to the Lord” is the motto which should be worn, not only on our 
foreheads, but upon the “ side posts and lintels of our doors.” Thus shall we 
exhibit to all who behold our 1 deportment, the excellency of Ancient Freema- 
sonry, and constrain the world to say — “ See how these Masons love one another.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Kingston, Canada West, Aug. 26, 1844. 

C. W. Moore, Esq., Boston. 

Sir and Brother : — Masonry I am happy to say is fast gaining ground here. 
The Lodge to which I belong, and which is St. John’s No. 5, of Upper Cana- 
da, and 758 of England, was, after a dormancy of ten or twelve years, reorgani- 
zed last fall, and commenced working with something over twenty members. 
Previous to the removal of the seat of government from this place, we numbered 
seventysix members on our list, — the increase having arisen chiefly through 
Initiation. 

We have labored under many disadvantages, and have had to contend with no 
small degree of opposition. We are however gradually getting over our difficul- 
ties, and I hope that ere long, as the St John’s No. 5, is now second to no Lodge 
in the country in point of respectability and standing on the part of its members, 
she will be second to none in correctness of Work and efficiency of members. 

I regret much that many Masons rest contented with what knowledge of the 
Craft they acquire within the walls of the Lodge, and as your Magazine is so 
eminently calculated to do away with much of this indifference, I am desirous 
to see it as widely circulated amongst us as possible. 

I am happy to learn of the rapid progress which the Institution is making in 
the States. I should like much to see a regular intercourse as Masons established 
between us, and I hope that the efforts now making both on the part of our 
Grand Lodges and those of Europe to establish this intercourse, will be success- 
ful, and thus the time will soon arrive, when, as Masons, we shall neither know 
national distinctions out of doors, nor minor differences within. 

I am, Sir and Brother, yours sincerely and fraternally, W. G. 
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Extract from a private letter to the Editor . 

R. W. B. Moore, — * * # «« X would say to you, continue to make your 
Magasine literally a Masonic newspaper — eschew all long addresses, but as here- 
tofore, give your opinions on contested points of Masonic jurisprudence, and 
news from our brethren, wherever working under the canopy of heaven. In that 
way your Magazine will continue to be the most useful and interesting one in the 
United States. The information contained in two or three of your last numbers' is 
worth the whole subscription. I would publish a great many extra numbers of 
your next volume, as I think your list will increase. Permit me now to throw 
out a hint for your consideration. I would devote the twelfth number or the 
first of the next volume, entirely to the present history of Ancient Freema- 
sonry in the United States . I would give the number of Lodges, Chapters, 
Councils and' Encampments, with a list of G. Officers, in each State, the length 
of time they have been at work, and every interesting particular connected with 
them. You could obtain full information from the G. Secretaries. I am aware 
you would be obliged to repeat some things you have already published, but I 
think it would suit your patrons to condense the matter into one number, and 
would induce many to subscribe. I know it will give you a great deal of trou- 
ble, and perhaps it could not be ready for five or six months. For my own part 
I promise to procure for you an exact history of Ancient Freemasonry, in Ala^ 
and forward it to you, free Of expense. What say you ? I had thought of giving 
you a compendium in this letter, but I have sen d bled so much about' other mat- 
ters, I have not room. I will procure full information from our G. Secretary, 
and you can be assisted by others. It could be condensed into one number. 

Remarks.— The work proposed by our correspondent will be one of time and labor. 
We are, nevertheless, willing to undertake it, provided we can receive the same aid from 
other sources, in other States, which is so kindly promised by him. The information desir- 
ed can readily be furnished by the Grand Secretaries of the different Grand Bodies. We 
shall be happy to hear from them, or others who may be willing to undertake the labor. — 
Editor. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 

R. W. Hr. Moore, 

Dear Sir : — We are reminded that this is the last number of the third volume 
of your excellent Magazine ; and by it we are also reminded of how fleeting is 
time ! how fast our lives are drawing to a close ! Three years have passed away 
since you first commenced the noble work, and I cannot but think (without wish- 
ing to depreciate from the merit of your former labors,) that they are among 
the most useful years of your life. You have not only given the Masonic world 
a text-book, but a book of reference ; in the pages of which we may find the 
true principles of Friendship, Morality, apd Brotherly Love — the grand principles 
which every Mason ought to revere. And, dear brother, I most ardently wish 
von in your future efforts in behalf of our beloved Institution, all the success your 
labors so well deserve. May you receive a rich reward both here and hereafter; 
and when you shall have closed your career on earth, and gone to that “ undis- 
covered country, from whose bourne no traveller returns,” may the principles 
you have left and the great moral virtues you have so ably advocated, be 'found 
in the heart as well as in the library of every true Mason. 

Your friend and Brother, 


Sept. 18, 1844. 


F. L. R. 


MASONIC intelligence. . 377 

V 

A SO NIC INTELLIGENCE. 

INDIANA. 

We have received a copy of* the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Indiana? 
had at its annual communication at Indianapolis, in May. We make the follow- 
ing extract from the excellent opening address of the Grand Master, and shall 
take an early opportunity to refer to the proceedings : — . 

“ Strict subordination in all the several Masonic stations, and a rigid accounta- 
bility in the monetary affairs of the Craft cannot be too strongly urged upon this 
body, and Lodges subordinate to it. The former insures respect, and begets dig- 
nity of character, and the confidence of all ; the latter is all important, no charita- 
ble institution can for a moment sustain itself, with the high-minded and virtuous, 
unaided by funds or the means of extending that aid which misfortune and grip- 
ing wants may demand. A neat and fit domicil for each Lodge would serve 
as a rallying point to which each Brother would cling with all the associated 
attachments of friendship and brotherly esteem, feelings well known to the good 
to have been begotten and cherished within the walls that enclose the Masonic 
sanctuary. 

Our foreign correspondence is full of interest, and calls for the best exertions 
of the committee on that subject. The practice which has obtained by this com- 
mittee in reporting that they have examined the foreign correspondence and find 
nothing requiring special attention, is passing over the matter in too light a man- 
ner. ft is to the several Grand Lodges that we must look for the rules to govern 
# the subordinate Lodges, and the guide for each and every member of the Fra- 
ternity. The intelligence derived through foreign Grand Lodges can only be 
acquired by the subordinate Lodges through the report of the committees on 
foreign communications. If these were fufi and explicit, the subordinate Lodg- 
es, by keeping a file of their Grand Lodge proceedings, would, in a few years, 
be in possession of a valuable volume of information and instruction. 

The practice which has obtained within tho jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge 
of installing the officers of Lodges working under dispensations, is believed to be 
not only without precedent, but entirely unmasonic. I called the attention of 
the Grand Lodge to this subject some years ago, but no action was had on the 
matter. Since the last meeting of the G. L. I have directed that the officers be 
not installed. Lodges under dispensation are the mere agents of the Grand 
Lodge, and under our Grand Constitution, in the vacation of the meetings of the 
Grand Lodge, may be spoken into, and out of, existence by a breath of the Grand 
Master. This question should be settled by a resolution of the G. L., to serve 
as a guide to the G. M. and the subordinate Lodges. 

Another practice has obtained, though not to a great extent, of procuring the 
installation of Lodges and their officers by other than the Grand Master. This 
is not only unmasonic but subversive, breaking down that subordination by which 
alone the universality of the institution can be sustained. The power to install a 
Lodge and its officers is necessarily supreme, and the usages of the Craft, from 
its earliest history, fixes the supremacy in the individual exercising the duties of 
the station of Grand Master, and when in his power, the duty should be perform- 
ed by himself personally, and when it is not, his wairant is the only legitimate 
authority for performing the act Although this question may be regarded as be- 
ing settled, it may be well for the Grand Lodge to express some opinion on this 
subject 

The adoption by the Craft of Masonic Text-Books, embracing a large portion 
of the several Masonic lectures, is a practice long since fully sanctioned, and 
their use so far relied upon that but few Masons are competent to confer the sev- 
eral degrees without them. The want of uniformity in the Text-Books used in 
the several Grand Lodges and their subordinates, and the total want in others, 
has, it is believed, been the cause of that discrepancy which exists among the 
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Fraternity. This discrepancy was the argument for the two General Conven- 
tions, the one held in Washington city, in March, A* L. 5842, and the other in 
Baltimore, in May, 5843. The latter Convention was so well satisfied of the lack 
of a universal Text-book, that they took measures to produce such a work, which, 
as before stated, is herewith accompanying. How far this work is worthy of your 
confidence is for you to determine* If it should be generally adopted, its univer- 
sality would be a strong recommendation. As a commonplace Text-book for 
Blue Lodges, the Masonic Trestle-Board, before referred to, has much to recom- 
mend it, though the work for general use would be improved by increasing the 
number of plates and placing them more in juxta position with the Lectures. 
The adoption, by the Grand Lodge, of some work, as a Text-book, which can be 
obtained at least by every Lodge in the State, cannot be too strongly urged. 

In closing this part of my communication permit me to say, that the collection 
of some of the standard works on Freemasonry, embracing the history of the In- 
stitution, so as to form a small library for the use of each Grand Lodge and their 
subordinates, would be of great utility. These works with a copy of one or more 
Masonic periodicals, regularly filed, would do much to increase our stock of Ma- 
sonic intelligence. 

The plan of a school, as proposed at our last annual communication, is one 
which has not diminished in importance or interest The plan, though new in 
many of its principles and details, is thought to be strongly supported by the 
physical, moral and intellectual wants of our nature. The present system of in- 
struction tends to distinctions in society. The educated class are generally the 
sons and daughters of the wealthy, and those of business and professional men, # 
who seek to place their children above what they regard the business of menials. * 
The unlearned, in the main, are doomed to a life of ignorance; servitude and toil. 
Between these two classes no sympathy of feeling can exist, nor never did, or 
ever will. 

The enervation induced by the present confined system of study, wastes the 
physical man, and unfits the educated for the realities of life. 

The uneducated lack in that intellectual culture by which alone the mind can 
enjoy those truths which science unfolds. Neither of these classes have been 
brought up in accordance with the laws of our nature. The educated class are 
constantly tending to luxury and excesses, by which the intellectual as well as 
the physical man is wasted. The hardy constitution of the laboring class begets 
a sound native intellect, which now and then shines forth and eclipses the worn- 
out debauchee, a revolution is induced, and society again doomed to undergo & 
like process. 

The downfal of Greece and Rome may be found in this state of society. The 
menials became too strong and hardy for the privileged class ; aided by talent 
from abroad the learned and luxuriant were transplanted by a hardier race. In 
more modern times, under a more permanent system of government, the intelli- 
gent and opulent families have been supplanted by superior native intellect, sus- 
tained by good physical powers. 

The combination of instruction proposed in the plan reported to the Grand 
Lodge last year, will, it is believed, obviate, as far as is in the power of human 
things, all distinctions, of every kind, other than that which the God of Heaven 
has seen fit to make. It is thought that the school proposed may be commenced 
with a less amount of means than seemed contemplated in the report The pur- 
chase of a domain should be the first object, and if near the centre of the State, 
would serve for the meetings of the Grand Lodge. As soon as proper buildings 
could be erected, a school could ’ be commenced, providing a fixed and determi- 
ned resolution be adopted to carry out the general plan, ana they put and kept in 
constant practice until the object be accomplished. 

Your attention is called to the propriety of procuring, by the Grand Lodge, & 
sufficient number of Grand Lodge certificates as will supply as many of the Breth- 
ren resident within our jurisdiction, as may apply for them. These certificate* 
could be sealed by the Grand Lodge seal, and attested by the Grand Secretary, 
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•>ru delivered to the subordinate Lodges, and by thqm, under proper restrictions, 
granted to those that might see proper to apply for them. This mode has cheap- 
ness and uniformity to recommend it 

In concluding this communication, let me direct your attention to that benifi- 
cent and kind Providence Which has sustained us through the past year. In 
Him we move and have our being ; to Him we are directed on our first introduc- 
tion into the Masonic sanctuary, to aid us in all our laudable undertakings. 

To keep in proper subjection the various animal passions and propensities, by 
our intellectual faculties, aided by the Supreme Architect of the universe, consti- 
tutes the great duty of man. ; It is to the moral and social relations that we must 
look for all that is ennobling, and that permanent happiness which all desire ; 
hence we should guard the portals of our Temple with diligence, keeping a watch- 
ful eye over the conduct of all our members, and scrutinize the character of those 
we admit to our rights ; rejecting those that cannot, or will not, conform to the 
principles of our institutioa It is not for the individual Lodge alone that we act 
m this matter, it is for the whole Masonic fraternity, and the whole human race. 

The vast improvements that have been and are now making in science and the 
arts, multiply in an astonishing degree the means of supplying all our physical 
wants, thus leaving a much larger portion of our time than formerly, for the cul- 
tivation of the moral and intellectual faculties, thereby opening an unbounded 
field for the intellectual enjoyment. To contemplate the goodness of the divine 
Creator as manifested in all his works, from the smallest atom of matter, through 
all the grades of created existence, up to the throne of God, must fill the correctly 
cultivated mind with pleasure and adoration. Keep pure the domestic circle 
and the small associations of men, 

u The streamlet runs clear, 

And brightens all below.”’ 

It is this intelligence that distinguishes man from the brute, and marks the civili- 
zed man from the savage. , 

The selection of our best men and best informed Brethren to fill the several 
stations and places in our Lodge rooms is all important ; it would not only secure 
the esteem of all, but secure that Masonic intelligence so essential in conferring 
thfi several degrees of Masonry. 

Brethren, last year I read you a valedictory to which I now refer you. I 
must at this time be permitted to take my leave from the station in which your 
kind indulgence has long continued me. In doing so, I am prompted by no 
other motive than a sense of duty to myself. Accept of my kindest regard for 
yourselves, and the prosperity of the Grand Lodge and the whole Masonic fami- 
ly. May it be your lot to have a successor more amiable in his deportment, 
more virtuous in all his walks in life, with a mind enlarged and cultivated in all 
that constitutes true greatness, is the sincere prayer of 

Your humble Servant, 

PHILIP MASON.” 


KENTUCKY. 

The annual communications of Jthe Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter of Ken- 
tucky, were held at Frankfort, last month. Both meetings were well attended, 
and the amount of business transacted was unusually great A Committee was 
appointed with power to organize a seminary for the support and education of 
destitute orphan children, to be called the 41 Masonic Orphan Asylum.” The 
Committee consists of R. W. Henry Wingate, and Philip Swigert, Esq. of Frank- 
fort; Gen. John Payne, of Augusta; Rev. M. M. Kenkle, of Lexington ; Willis 
Stewart, of Louisville ; Dr. W. G. Willett, and J. S. Crutchfield, Esq. of La- 
grange. The location for the seminary will probably be at the latter place. 
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In the Grand Chapter the representation was large, and the proceedings indi- 
cate a good degree of prosperity in this branch of the Fraternity in the State. We 
find nothing of particular interest, except it be the following extract from the 
report of the committee on foreign correspondence : 

From an examination of the correspondence brought before ns, we find but 
little requiring the special notiee of this Grand Chapter, and perhaps nothing 
requiring particular action. There is, however, a subject which has been before 
the Grand Chapter of Alabama, as mentioned in their proceedings of 1842, which 
your committee will notice, and express an opinion upon* It appears from the 
proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Virginia, for one thousand eight hundred 
and forty two, that the Grand Council of Virginia had surrendered to the Grand 
Chapter of that State, all jurisdiction over Councils of Royal and Select Masters, 
and that the Grand Chapter assumed the power of adopting “ regulations for the 
preservation and proper conference of the same, 1 ’ in the subordinate Chapters, 
and M resolved, that, in their opinion, the degrees as then conferred, were ip con- 
formity with the ancient customs of the fraternity.” This the Grand Chapter of 
Alabama take exception to, and /declare, that “ Royal and Select Masters, made 
in the mode prescribed by the Grand Chapter of Virginia, cannot be acknow- 
ledged as such by the members of our Councils here.” Your Committee deem 
it unnecessary to enter into any discussion of this question. Yet they cannot but 
agree with the Grand Chapter of Alabama, that it is to be regretted that the 
Grand Chapter of Virginia have thought it expedient to assume the power to 
confer those degrees in the Chapters of Royal Arch Masons. Were all Royal 
Arch Masons Royal and Select Masters, the inconvenience or impropriety would 
not be so great, but in States where Councils have been established, the degrees 
of Royal Arch Masonry, and those of Royal and Select Masters have been kept 
and conferred separately in separate and distinct Lodges ; and your Committee 
are inclined to believe, that the peace and harmony of Masons very much depend 
upon their being kept separate. 

All which is most respectfully submitted. • 

JOHN PAYNE, 
HUMPHREY JONES* Jr. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

'1 Richland, Holmes Co. f July 18, 1844. 

Br. Moore, — Upon the petition of 17 Brethren, Eureka Lodge, No. 61, was 
organized in the town of Richland, Holmes County, State of Mississippi, on the 
21st day of October, A. D. 1843, A. L. 1843, under dispensation from the Most 
Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State of Mississippi. At her last convocation a 
Charter was obtained, bearing date 19th January, 1844 

Officers * — Jacob J. Doly, Master ; John Falls, S. W. ; James W. Wade, J. W. ; 
John M. Wascone, Treas. ; Levi Hurlbutt, Sec. ; Andrew J. Patterson, S. D. ; 
Robert F. Law, J. I), ; Benjamin D. Wade and Edward Harrington, Stewards; 
William N. Bonner, Tyler. 

We have now 37 officers and members, all moving in the bands of fraternal re- 
gard. Our regular meetings are bn the third Saturday of each and every month, 
and on the anniversaries of our patron Saints, and on the evenings preceding 
those days. Yours, with fraternal regard, L. H. 
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MARYLAND. 

The Grand Lodge of Maryland held its annual communication in the city of . 
Baltimore, on the 20th of May last. Its proceedings were interesting, and indi- 
cate an increasing degree of activity in fhe Fraternity of that State. They 
were, however, mostly of a local character, and afford very little which would be 
of interest to our readers. The report of the “ committee on correspondence” 
forms an exception to this remark. It is an able and interesting document, evinc- 
ing a degree of candor and fairness worthy of its intelligent author. The rebuke 
to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania is just and well deserved. We have room 
for the following extract : — 

“ There exists among some Grand Lodges a regulation excluding men of cer- 
tain religious opinions from their Lodges. This practice is inconsistent with the 
tenets of our profession and opposed to all the ancient landmarks on this subject 
A spirit of religious intolerance is incompatible with the genius and constitution 
of Masonry which has bestrode the world and embraces within her folds men of 
u every country, sect, and opinion,” but if the practice above named is suffered 
to continue it cannot “ conciliate true friendship among,” even the members of 
the Masonic family. Your committee regret to see that the Grand Lodge of 
Tennessee manifests a pertinacity in holding to a provision in its constitution, by 
which a large and respectable denomination of professing Christians are exclud- 
ed from the benefits of Masonry in that State. Such a provision, it is believed, 
does not, and never did, exist in any other Masonic Constitution, but is in direct 
conflict with the ancient constitutions, precepts, and practices of the Order. It 
is a prominent maxim of the Institution, that sectarian opinions and prejudices 
have no place within our walls, which may be entered by men of every clime, 
sect, and opinion, who acknowledge the existence of the great I AM. It is our 
boast that in this sacred retreat of Friendship and Love, every sect and kindred 
may meet on neutral ground, and hail each other as the sons of the same Al- 
mighty Parent Can this be said consistently where so large a part of the Cluris- 
tian family are refused the privilege of Fellowship ? 

It is sincerely to be hoped that our Tennessee Brethren will not long suffer to 
remain in their constitution this proscriptive feature, which mars the beauty of 
the Masonic edifice, and contradicts the precepts inculcated therein. 

In connexion with this subject the committee take the liberty of expressing 
their disapprobation of similar prohibition practised by some of the Germanic 
Grand Lodges, in relation to the children of Israel. Among this people Ma- 
sonry had its origin, and by them has been committed to the keeping of the 
Gentiles, and shall We now undertake to exclude them from its portals on ac- 
count of their religion. 

The Grand Lodge held a special communication on the 9th of May, for the 
purpose of making the necessaiy arrangements for attending the funeral of the 
late respected Brother David Bamum, (of the City Hotel) which took place on 
the 10th. The Grand officers appeared in the procession with their jewels, the 
Brethren being clothed in black, with white aprons and gloves. 

CONNECTICUT. 

At the annual assembly of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templars and 
appendant Orders, of the State of Connecticut, held at the Lodge Room in the 
Temple, in the city of New Haven, on Thursday, the 9th day of May, 1844, the 
following Grand Officers were duly elected for the ensuing year, viz : — 
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M. E. Sir William H. Jones, G. Master; William H. Ellis, D. G. Master; 
©iphalet G. Storer, G. Generalissimo ; Nahum Flagg, G. C, General ; Justin 
Redfield, G. Prelate ; George Giddings, Q. S. W. ; BMhu Geer, G. J. W. ; James 
Ward, G. Treasurer; Anspn T. Colt, G. Recorder; George Shuraway, G. War- 
der; Abijah H, Woodruff, G. Standard Bearer; Frederick Croswell, G. Sword 
Bearer; Nathan C. Geer, Grand Sentii^el. 

A petition was presented to the Grand Encampment from several Sir Knights, 
members of Washington Encampment, Not 1, and other Encampments, praying 
for the removal of said Washington Encampment from the town of Colchester, 
and for its location in the city of Hartford. Whereupon, on motion of Sir Knight 
Henry Peck, the following preamble and resolutions were adopted : 

Whereas, sundry Sir Knights, members of Washington Encampment, No. 1, 
have appeared before this Grand Encampment as petitioners, praying that said 
Encampment may be removed from the town of Colchester to the city of Hart- 
ford; and whereas it appears, from evidence before us, that said Washington 
Encampment has held no meetings for several years past ; therefore, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Encampment, the interests of said 
Washington Encampment, as well as of the Order generally, will be much pro- 
moted by granting the prayer of the petitioners, and removing said Encampment 
to Hartford. 

Resolved, That Sir Knights James Ward, Asa Farwell, Thomas Prentice, 
Elisha Harrington, Nathan Q, Geer, Elihu Geer, George Giddings, and such 
other Sir Knights m may be associated with them, be and they are hereby author- 
ized and empowered to remove said Washington Encampment to the city of 
Hartford, together with the charter, records, furniture, jewels, apd all other prop- 
erty belonging to said Encampment, with power to open the same, to elect offi- 
cers, and to confer the Orders of Knighthood, and do any other business proper 
to be done by an Encampment of Knights Templars and appendant Orders, agree- 
ble to the regulations of this. Grand Encampment and the Constitution of the Gen- 
eral Grand Encampment of the United States of America. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

We have received & copy of the proceedings had at an adjourned meeting of 
the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, held at Portsmouth, on the 13th Dec. 1843, 
and at the annual communication at Concord, in June last. A portion of these 
proceedings has already appeared in the Magazine, having been furnished iis in 
advance of the annual official publication. We add such further extracts as 
seem to possess a general interest 

At the meeting in Portsmouth, the following preamble and resolution offered 
by Brother Christie were adopted : 

Whereas, the Grand Architect has seen fit in his wise providence to remove 
by death, our beloved Brother Albe Cady, for many years the Grand Secretary 
of this Grand Lodge — Therefore 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed by the Chair, to draft a, let- 
ter expressing our sympathies with the family of our late respected Brother, and 
transmit the same to them. 

The following preamble and resolutions were also adopted : 

Whereas, JOHN T. TASKER has been expelled from the Institution, by St 
John’s Lodge, No. 1, for unmasonic conduct, therefore, 

Resolved, That the doings of St John’s Lodge, No. 1, in this case be, and the 
same are, hereby approved. 

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary inform the several Grand Lodges in cor- 
respondence with this Grand Lodge of the fact, and cause the same to be pub- 
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listed for the information of the Fraternity, in the Freemasons’ Monthly Maga- 
zine. ’ 

Which preamble and resolutions having been read, were adopted. 

At the meeting in Concord, the committee on foreign correspondence made 
their report, from whjch we extract the following : — 

We find nothing important in the Journals that have been received, demanding 
the action of the Grand Lodge at the present time, though we are happy to per- 
ceive that the Lodges are increasing, and that many subordinate Lodges in seve- 
ral States are reviving by recalling their charters, and in many instances now 
charters are being granted. In the State of Maine, in particular, we are happy to 
learn by their Journal of Proceedings, that the dormant Lodges are being revived, 
and the Institution seems to be awaking from the stupor which has pervaded it in 
that State. 

# * * # # * # 

We have examined a correspondence between the Grand Lodge of New York 
and the Grand Lodge of Michigan, relative to the organization of said Grand 
Lodge in the latter State ; and we concur folly in the views taken by the Grand 
Lodge of New York, and think no further Action need be bad thereon. 

The following report was received from Brother Alfred M. Beck, and adopt- 
ed: . 

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of New Hampshire . 

The undersigned, appointed a Committee at the last Annual Communication 
of this Grand Lodge, “ to ascertain as far as practicable what fees are required 
by the several Grand Lodges of the United States, for initiation, passing, and rais- 
ing of candidates in the several degrees of Masonry,” would report, that he has, 
as far as he deemed it practicable, investigated the subject; and, on investiga- 
tion, has not been able to find an instance where a Grand Lodge permits & subor- 
dinate Lodge to confer the degrees for a less sum than fifteen dollars. The 
lowest sum allowed to be taken by the subordinate Lodges under the jurisdiction 
of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts is twenty dollars. Many of the Lodges in 
Massachusetts charge from five to ten dollars more than the sum required. On 
inquiry, I find that where a fee of twenty or twentyfive dollars is required, the 
Lodges requiring liberal fees are as active and healthy as those conferring the 
degrees for a less sum. 

The Grand Lodges of New York, Ohio, Missouri, and Kentucky, each require 
a fee of fifteen dollars for three degrees. The Grand Lodge of Maryland re- 
quires a fee of thirty dollars to be charged by the subordinate Lodges working in 
Baltimore, and twenty dollars of country Lodges. 

The fees exacted by the Southern Grand Lodges, varies from twentyfive to 
fifty dollars ; and in that section of the U. S. does Masonry flourish. 

All which is respectfully submitted by 

A. M. BECK, Committee . 

On motion of Brother Folsom, 

Jtesolved, That upon petition to the Grand Master, of seven or more Master 
Masons, in regular standing, requesting the restoration of any charter, which has 
become void by surrender, or an omission to be represented, or in making their 
annual returns since June, 1830, tbq Grand Master is hereby authorised and re- 
quested, if he shall deem it expedient, to reinstate any such subordinate Lodge 
under this jurisdiction, by~ directing the Grand Secretary to restore them their 
Charter. 

On motion of Brother Babbitt, 

The following amendment to the Constitution was proposed and adopted : 

“Sec. 2. The Grand Lodge shall meet onthe Tuesday^ next following the first 
Wednesday of June annually , at the HaU of said Grand Lodge in Concord, or at 
some suitable place prepared for that purpose, for the choice of Officers, and for trans- 
acting such business as may constitutionally come before it.” 


MASOlfip CH^T CHAT. 


m 


MASONIC C 

£j~Our correspondent at Demopolis is in- 
formed, that we conform to the universal rule 
observed by publishers of. periodicals, and 
shall continue the Magazine to all subscri- 
bers who do not specially order to the con- 
trary. The safest *fay for him and us will 
be, for him to receive the subscriptions, and 
remit as opportunity may offer. 

0(1* We 'have not yet ordered any copies of 
Doctor Oliver’s new work, for subscribers, 
though we have received the names of sever- 
al Brethren who are desirous of obtaining it. 
The publication has been commenced and is 
steadily progressing, but it will not probably 
be completed short of a year and a half from 
the present time. We have thought, there- 
fore, that it would be most advisable to defer 
ordering it, until it is finished ; when the 
whole could be imported at once, and at less 
expense. It will probably make about one 
thousand pages, and, if imported in numbers, 
would cost from ten to twelve dollars. If 
imported when completed, the cost will not 
probably be more than seven or eight dollars. 
We will, however, be governed by the wishes 
of Brethren desiring it, but cau incur no risks. 
On the receipt of any sum, we will order the 
work to the amount sent, and charge nothing 
for our trouble. More than this we cannot 
assume the responsibility of doing. 

|3rWe have an amount of foreign matter 
and some communications on hand, which 
shall be laid before our readers as fast as we 
can find room. We have also aUrge amount 
of domestic intelligence, which shall receive 
early attention. 

09* Br. Malcom, of Montreal, is informed 
that we cannot supply the volumes he desires. 
The amount advanced for them will be re- 
funded to him by our Agent at Montreal ; of 
whom he may also obtain copies of the Tres- 
tle-Board. 

d£hThe name of the Lodge attached to the 
89th regiment, at Montreal, Canada, is Social 
Friendship,— not “ Peace and Harmony,’’ as 
stated by our correspondent in the Magazine 
for August last,— though." Peace and Har- 
mony” must always prevail where “ Social 
Friendship” is cultivated. 
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Dress at Funerals. — To the inquiry of 
a correspondent, as to the existence of any 
ancient regulation on the subject of what 
particular dress, or clothing, is most suitable 
and proper to be wohi at the burial of a 
Brother, we answer, that we know of none. 
There is a regulation, adopte^in 1754, which 
prohibits the wearing of any ” jewels or 
clothing of the Craft, at any funeral, or fu- 
neral procession,” without permission of the 
Grand Master, or his Deputy. The practice 
in all countries, varies according to circum- 
stances, and the tastes of the Brethren. For 
ourselves, we prefer plain white aprons and 
gloves. 

J^*We shall print a larger edition of the 
next number of the Magazine, than usual, in 
order to supply new subscribers. We desire, 
howeyer, that their najgie may be sent in be* 
fore the volume is commenced, where it can 
conveniently be done. 

Jjf Brethren wishing their volumes bound, 
f are requested to leave them at the Bookstore 
I of Saxon & Pierce, 133% Washington street. 
They will be bound uniformly with the pre- 
ceding volumes, at 62$ cents a copy. 

jQrSome of our correspondents are in the 
habit of enclosing their letters in a “ note 
case,” or wrapper, which subjects' us to 
double postage,— a practice ” more honored 
in the breach than in the observance.” 

We have in type copious and interest- 
ing extracts from the proceedings of the G. 
Lodge of New York, but they are necessarily 
deferred until our next. 

Expulsions.— At a regular meeting of Au- 
rora Lodge, at Portsmouth, Ohio, on the 20th 
of March last, the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted 

“ Resohoed , That L. C. Goff, David C. 
Taylor and Horace G Blin, be expelled 
from all the rights, benefits and privilege* of 
sMasoury, for gross unmasonio conduct, and 
that the same be published in -the Freema- 
sons’ Magazine, at Boston.” 

CSrOur Agent at Kingston, Canada, is in- 
formed that we can furnish complete sets of 
the third volume of the Magazine, for the 
present. 

§£iC Our correspondent at Richmond, Mi. 
shall receive attention in our next. 

f>We have received a copy of the address 
by Br. Reese, and shall give it early attention- 


